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Ch:u Che-«runir lieionj/ed to th«* a«:ii:r«v a 

mart-,-as. Bv ih.s we meai: tii.it 

• 9 

wrestlin'; - with the problems ofC'mtuen 

wile look our for his support. FV 

belonged to the- martyr army rathvr than he 

rate the tamilv Jell into the lower *i : thsr f . 

tuna tel v for tht-m. however, thev !:v* 

days when letters were in some sc-ns^ t> 

a hard-work b.c merchant next door. 

their relief and drew them out <>! tliii t.'ciiths. o-’.m . 

held them on the brink without k-ttiil£ them f; iUoinj:*!.-' 

Iv in. Dririro the rears that nassci t!:«- meciv fare 
• • • » • 

leaned mor-. . i more heavily n;u>Tt him until at hist i 

resources wen exhausted and he em»> joined theta t 

procession. 

But us tort’.me would have it. the iilvr.irv •'cat;-. 

• % 

was suddenly raised to coin parutivc :» -.iiettce - w recei.: 
a ■rovemmeut .'ippointmeut. His r:si was rapid an*. • 
tore lotiir his know! - ce o! the Chinese Classics piaevd v 
in the governor's .ir in the northern cupiud. -!Vei. 
yailir. Iknivs 4*.*-^- -p'r-rtrstflnees it was >ul uatar::- 
the import r:sih.(: * rant should follow ir his vale. . 

a seci-jrall .o-.’TiruU :* ;-Lve r.3sjii|.‘, t<; pick up ^ueh 
his gcner<v-;ty y,::-. <::•*:>. Ami avsiucs this !;e ina> ha- 

felt. though he noaa, u.-ver breathe it ro.i *oul. that t. 
k'<»v on or /~.H a. n f K li t CCe'.‘: t > k' ; i li • a ahs l fron 
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K-'Ri:.’. R:;v:iiw. 



e c■' ..r:.' r i ... ,a-: to me LiiTcnii me '.ii r *( pro 

capita; a' .: .'a rc "to the Tier born" a? i;',- 

.■ was. L:;‘iuiT- I»*n: ume t;;u; :rom irs mnre 

. Prcr'ii-".' kirn me miretinr.t knew Ins olace ant! 
/ * 

v hi* e *n: t:,; 1 .i ;i t'iciuLincc :»xi>ix::j^il upen: thcciril* 

ii*ss *.*. rhr vTv'Vcmor Tin* laiicr ir*jvc him a small 


:vm ; 


.1 Gie n 


:n* ::uv«m which suitkvi: to suooort him 

* • 

for s- 'inethir.^r berror. 

I'vrit ; virturjitv eanie. the "title which 
■ The sen of a ««a,i!:v uci.ilcriaiii in 


T'e rt north. white n h : > cups. cotrtmtTci manslau^htcr 
t;'/! a:..' ‘.oe.ced i:i ;>ns«'ii at i’vellg‘-vat;v' awaitinc 
ne:n The yoxv.’rz u.an's rather hastened up to the city 
idem.died . > lind some ikiw ia the go* error's mask of 

rectitude tiirouffh which he imam strike hiri with a bribe. 

* • 


it was throv.jh Kin: the merchant that the attack was 
in.'use 'Lit was ;;u:lC uuii vaiiim:. Tlie :.ovi:rnnr would 
listen to no words oi entreaty even uttered to the citeoin- 
nanir.-.dit o: npnlinjj silver. The •remioTnar' offered * inil- 
loui cash. lit- mivrnt as well have thrown :t at r. stone 


wall. He •/.sired' five r.iidioi: but he im.L’bt as wel! have 
tried * . dam the* T.-.don'C with his cash. The jrovernor 
was ice and unu^hi would thaw him. 

As a lass be-fix-rate trove the feiorfo favour placet', in 
the iuixuis ol the merchant ten hurdles ol mountain 
jrinswi:; which represer.ted a fabulous sum, and b< ^e<l 
him to prcsci.L :t to the governor with his humble compli¬ 
ments. T’k' merchant took the cos if. v -riil. summoned 


every iast remaining SJiml 02 ins assurance and entered 
i’iU' presence ::l"the izovencor. On his knees lie pleaded for 
the eon<it'!Tj;:Cfd man and deposited the ginseng on the 
nor. The governor eyed it suspiciously. 

"Wn.'iT is that stufi ?** 

it :s only a poor tittle tribute to your goodness and 
clemency vouchsafe 1 by the Virmd .if the erring man's 

;aiher. li is• *nly ten pounds of hi-tuitain ginseng that 
lie ’K-ys you to accept " He said-if in great humility but 
there was » la tent gleam in his eve which proclaimed the 
incredible mine- o! lVjo t>ii L. But the eye ol the-governor 
never gleamed. ile was far above the reach ol riches. 
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He glanced scoTiifuiiy .*it the vv; --;rsr<. . 

toward a close* beside Ann i. c 

tones: 

"Put the stun or that she.. ;.:sd v:v ; • •[ ! 

show t1ic»e people wnal :l a V t-.r.y er 
The trendnr.g max obeyed and s.unk :j • . 

hid taken the titir fit its ri.iiui sT 
Doubtless .C->vtrno*'v.'oi.:.*! k«v:« t.x ! 
oaender as well. Ah was Inst. Me to;:: .he „v 
parent and together they wai-.tr:. tor th-_ dn.vhv: c- 
the Tragedy. 

Ha sly the next niormug there r... n-.u-w..' >::r n 
the governor's pala.ee. Bugles were sou:);l:r::j n 

messengers were hurrying in arv oat. ..cLLi-.t.ir \\\.> 
about to happen. At ten o'clock r. hernia iviricv.'. ir . 

the pe;pk should eotnrreg.'iTe ir thi grc:.? • • r ; 

side tile outer v-rn !! a- t ii<- pr.ifuv. ’■'v vv ■ ..,! 

directions ix-nt upon curiosity to set vvn.v. t.v.- v^;,, 

had to say. At the appropriate moment the go-., n •• • v 
pe«red. clad in bis robes oi'omc'.- and s-c.pr >.v...c .•••' :■ 

side by a full retinae o:' oiiica.is and reiaj-e- -. T yk..\ 
was crowded to suiToeniion but the V.c:,. .. ... 

clear in the rente" of the «-:n:r*. :V!iy • u\y r « . ''.a* 1 - 

The governor spofee r« quwi w-irl r.svi ; \wr 
•Bring forth the et.ncetnnci crimi: A..’ v. ■•/ - : 

hilling they had .'evil sent for. i s witness, i’r.ey aii-w. 
trod on each oilier to get r>. , tte v vie-.v. The wretch * 
brbugiu out. h:s arms •• »u:k! wv.’c: a e nd i;;> : i.v m- 
remly grey with ~S; ~ certainty <>' ••• ;-.v;:iv ; r:v 

:hthe:\ bowed with gnei. stood benind am: or me 
1 >i" the crowd. The irotcmor si. >i;e an*..her vo:*! v 
lii> nttcniinnts. .'inc! tiv. n.r.il: 1 erica: 

"Dig a hole ir. tlx gr-'r.nb the dcyiii- o; . - 

stature." A muiikc "Oh’’mil through tiir <.-*■■%*■.'. T:v.- 

m:m was to be buried alive! 'juick hands .!■:«: the iv-h 

The rsri.cfjTier writhrt: r:nr3 the :: llie*" wrung bis a.--., e:ii; : . 

% 

bands. 

» 

"Fill it huh’rail *.*• o?:n;*n‘ r eh; - .rev- ms." ' ;..M . ••• •.^ ii;e 
mar to ix* i/urned unA-aili ? ■■ —bn: inrc-v^-ing. 

The father, now on his hnees. rocked back am for*.:; 
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agony oi'eipprehciiJ*ion. The sou looked on ir. dumb fear 
which gripped him too tight for speech. 

The burning charcoal sent up its noxious fumes to 
the nostrils of the crowd and they smelt death in air. The 
governor stepjKvi :or\vanl. 

“Before you stands a condemned criminal who merits 
death. \ esteniav a r this hour a monstrous bribe was 
offered me. Shall l accept it or not? Shall 1 stain the 
tnnir.e of my office?' N«iv verily! Brlugferih thv bribe." A 
servant came bearing the ter. bundles in his arms. 

"Cast them into tht are—first." Down they fell into 
the lurid flames of the pit. The governor po-ntvc to the 
lire. 

"That is mountain ginseng At *.:.ir wore the people 

stood dumb lor a moment but as the- monstrous truth 

opened upon them that a kingdom's ransom was feeding 
that name to save the honor of their governor the match¬ 
less rectituch :>1 the man elicited aroaroi apimobrition that 
startled the bullock drivers fnr out on the country roads. 

The smoke of rhr burning went, up to the heavens and 

r. strange sweet o* -r iioated through the palace and over 
the heads of the wondering crowd. They drew iong 
draughts of it. as one would fasten eyes*upon the lace of a 
departing friend, never to be seen again. But tr.c offering 
was only half complete: the victim was yet to »e im¬ 
molated. The crowd bent eagerly iorwarc : .o>w the rinal 
act. The governor raised his hand. 


"buch be the i.stc ol all brila-sl But ix- n known That, 
though I cannot lx.- touched with perishable wealth, i can 
be touched by pity. Behold: the stricken tat her whoxt- last 
remaining: hope 2 might crush to the earth, but mercy 
cries to me with louder voice than vengeance. <. «. 
f>rrwfi-r'i da teas and <n hnu ' 


The prisoner lb:! forward to the earth, overcome hv 
the sudden weight ox*joy; the father still on his knees 
i/.-eneti w :dc his arms and scared about him as if he could 
no*. believe the cruel dream. The people, thrilled to 
wsttu:;. by this crowning aci of grcaLness gazed at one 
another -,ti amazement, .vnd then another shout went 
up. which dwarfed ‘he firsi rule to cl whisper and made 
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the age-old walls ot’ Pycng-vang think the Em-jir. year bad 
come again when the beleaguered hordes of Hideyoshi 
manned thetr, against their double foe. 

The crowd pressed forward, some to cast themscivrs 
with tears oi'.ioy before their over-lord while others raised 
the reviving prisoner on exulting hands and bore him 
like a paladin forth from the presence of the governor. 

Bnt Kim the merchant wended his wav sadly home- 
ward. It was all well enough to exhibit these high qua li¬ 
lies. They were very preetv but they helped him run a 
whit to rice and kimehi. Just to think of it, a princely 
fortune swallowed by the flames just to satisfy a whim; 
it was monstrous! The more he thought about it the less 
reconciled he became and after a restless night he arose 
with a hard resolve in his face. lie would give that gov¬ 
ern'-r s piece of his mind and then leave the ungrateful 
man forever 

When lie found himself in the governor's presence he 
was;* little ashamed of his mission but he lashed himself 
hy the memory of his wrongs, and began to upbraid the 
<i!fic:a] for having forgotten the days when he, Kim the 
merchant, spent his money unsparingly to help the indi¬ 
gent Scholar When he stopped for breath the governor 
<:rugged his shoulders and smiled at him This fanned 
his .-,:-ger tr tne flaming point. 

'Vcs this and more 1 have borne for you and you 
7frort. me in your day of fortune! What of vonr 
Leri mercy in-sparing that felor. yesterday? You 

'}. i r sru no mercy to me who devcvt’jl every tnir.ir 

nr your hands. I will leave the place with ray curse ami 

shake the dust of this eitv off nv feet." 

• • 

es. Kim. 1 think you had ia-ttcr go home now." 
said the governor in a quiet tone. 

The merchant turned and quitted the room with a 
murrered curse between his lips, lie packed up his small 
beiongsngs and fared southward on foot toward ins home 
in Seoul. On the way he was taken ii! and it was live 
months before he reached home 

So it was tnai. foot-.-ore. ragged and weary he drag¬ 
ged himscii into the capital airci drew near his home. 
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there was 


rut‘.'no 
.'I *-*- 


:*<] 

here tl- 

• W.- j. 

tha l 

led to his door 

fit 

. U.iltge 

The 

cKtr 

mice had ften 

Of 

his lit*.: 

le d< air 

Liicr 

c stcoij a great 

Si: 

red his 

h< -use 

and 

tom if down. 


'irv't-.j i 

jv t:*is 

r.ew 

misfortune Out 


He- ST 

o. that moment, who should cintnri trorr, the- gate but his 


own sor: clad in costly si!icei'. red went. V.'hen the boy saw 
Tis lather he rushed to him and cried. 

"Why father, re ha? does rh's mean : Non are ragged 
and ro<»t-sore. Is it possible that you have come home 
or. root :" The lather answered in turn — 


"And what does all ‘‘-is mean, my son? vYiio has com 
down mv housr to build this nalatial residence and how 

M 

come you to be cirid in this silken garb?" 

Why lather. don't you krum- ? The governor of 
. 'veug-yang sent ns down urn ^tic.vsii-r; v w-v. hr yr 

id! this cost only one of them. The other nine are still 
intact and we have—" 


" Wh-h'\vhat! w hat 11" 

And just here the point of ethics obtrudes itself am: 

leaves us wondering' whether, taking it all in all. the gov. 

eraor was justified in his action or nut. Sure it is that to 

elds fir.v that governor’s memoir is redolent with the rx-r- 
• • • * 

iume of the ginseng which he did not bum. 



The Late Queen Dowager. 

The late fjiicct: L'owagcr whose* dead: occurred on the 
ind ofJanuary lOO-t was the second queen of King 11-ht- 
'itny the twenty-sixth «*>f this dynasty, who ruled trom 
l\l". til! 1 •'"n'l. Ills first queen died in 1M-3 and he r.ar- 
ried the second in i ^44-. diie was t.be daughter of lion 
Chit-yonir who after the elevation totheroynky was made 
Prince Pu-wyu. She was bom in LIndia Province.district 
of Ilam-vul. in 1 N°il ; so it appears that *i»c was thirteen 
years old when she bee:une (Jueen of Korea. The King her 
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Uusi.'iiin.l die: I in l si? when Shi: wn> "ib; rig’iW: 
childrenhad beer, bora '*.<• the;::. The new king vr 1 
his posthumous titie •nCh'ul-ionc. was >’ ye.:r* 
when he ascended the throne lii> wile, of v 
came queen ami the former queer,, who is rhv rubier: - 
lias sketch, became Queen Lvivvcn'cr. At the s;- me time 
the *e were two otlicr Dowager? mo; V\ ing. m lav pr:>.-;;s 
of the queen of King Suii-io f j> 0»-1 >h.4-- ami * ne one. ;: >>f 
Kir.g lk-ehong who reigned only ri tew iimn: ns i;: 1 . 

after the death of his lather. King Snn-j.* The**- .hr* v 
Dowagers are known as il) Queen i>o\v:i‘ic r Kin: w.a sied 
in 1.S57 12} Oueen Dowa.cet Cnr. who d:ed :n 1 • < ;k 1 
Queen Dowager Hong wlio :Led this lr.or.ti; Later liar.- 
was another Queen Dowager Kin: the widow of K'u. 
Ch’ul-iong ■: 1 £’>')-5 siij.-; s v. r.o diet 1 in 1 v 7 

In 1*07 Llic Queen Dowager Ho ig received tin- 
.Myung-h >i\ T’j-.hu • njJ'A" *J.;gi. This w.v. v.; :he i ;ee. -u * 
of the elevation of 71 is \i;.jc$iv to ninvnr,’. raid:, Sir. 

i •• I % •• <*• • »% * t •« • • r- «* X > < • •• • *•• •• *• *• • 

l. . i ; s % •>%. i \.ml I k t • ■ Vt l. . s. .. litlr. •• •• • 

• • 

the sixtieth anniversary of her :]Utrri<.>c. The srrc.it e;-el- 
of sixty years would have been completed and a gr;: : 
celebration would have been he'd, in the vyes «. ...■ 

Koreans she was greatly to be pitied tor d.rce things. d. -: 
because she was left a widow a: such at: enriy :*gc. ''•*■■*« •' : 
that she was childless. aiiol third because she him mi wb 
seeing this sixtieth anniversary of her wedding. 

She was a woman of great common sense, in that sin: 
never interfered in policies nor became the loo] nj -oi-.v- 
csm*. and fortune-tellers. During her long and lnue’y id-- 
she lived quietly through all the alarms dial were sou nwd 
about her. It was al.va vsneeessary that she live hi tiu* 
uulaec where tiu king resided and there must h; vv v/.i 

m. ny an aa:c:>n.: day. Bm she was [lossessv.i g:ra: 
self control au.l equipoise and none of these tilings move : 
her. She di/d ofcheer »;M age and will '.A i. f.ar- 
i«l outside Lire Northeast gate of Seoul, perhaps 1 ic 
her husband King Hchbioag. whose body lie.** V.-.r.-j- 

On the 5th the body was removed r"r-nr. the :,a...cv 
the H&unst-duU-jO::. bvithi'i the 3nthb I.-.c"'. •:.. ■ . 

Seventh all thcoiiKinD dor i:o< ::ic::i<'t:n:inc g r c 
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KOREAN RELATIONS WITH JAPAN. 

al surface of the ground hut the last few inches arc filled 
in with lime plaster. When still but partially dry this of¬ 
ficial writes upon the plaster, with dry charcoal dust, the 
inscription telling the name, office, age ami condition of 
the deceased and in which direction the head lie-:. When 
this is done the whole is covered by the great circular 
mound. The official appointed to this duty is Yi Keuu- 
myihig the present Prime Minister, with Yi Sun-ik as as¬ 
sistant and Hong Sun-hyfmg and Kim Chong-hari as 
scribes. 

The funeral ceremony will take place in May and the 
entire cost is estimated at $050,000. 



Korean Relations with Japan. 

Continuing the description of the Trading Station at 

Fusan we read that within the wall of the enclosure there 

was a fire signal station set in a conspicuous place so 

that it could be seen from every direction and bv it news 

• * 

was flashed from mountain top to mountain top all over 
the country. 

There was also a great banquet house of thirty-five 
kan- and a guest house of twenty-eight ban. These two 
were united, anu had a great gate of three ban a middle 
gate of a ban and a half and an apron vali inside it. 
There was a store house for charcoal of ten ban. and 
there was a guest reception half In the very center of 
the enclosure was a council house of forty-four ban and 
on each side, like wings, were extensions of two ban each. 
In this building were rooms lbr a teacher whose business 
it., was to instruct new comers as to t lie proper etiquette 

to be observed in the various functions, and there were 
inner rooms of eight ban for any women, wives of Korean 
officials who might !*• there. Besides these there were 
apartments for interpreters and rooms for examination 
of goods to or from Japan. 

[l was in 1 (»7(* that thesebniMiugs were all erected by 
Japanese, workmen from Tsushima but at Korean expense. 
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They were rwo years tti building them. The total cost 
was 9.000 bags of rice and silver 6.000 ounces. As this 
station was built close to the sea it was supposed that 
the houses would deteriorate rapidly, so workmen were 
permanently stationed there to effect repairs. As soon as 
the houses were built thev were destroyed bv fire. This 

m “ “ 

occurred in 1680. but in KiST the work was again begun 
and was finished in 1690. Repairs were effected in 1700. 
From that time on repairs were made from time to time 
until 187+ when, m the first year or’the present ruler, the 
buildings were repaired for the last time. 

SALARIES OF PERMANENT OFFICIALS AT 
THE TKA HI MG POST. 

The two men who acted as masters of ceremonies at 
nil official functions received a monthly salary of one bag 
and nine pecks of rice, twelve pecks of beans and two 
pieces of coitcn cloth. Resides this, between the third 
anil eighth moons, they received extra for tiffin at noon. 
These were the highest permanent officials on the post. 
Next came the secretaries who received one bag of rice 
and six pecks of beans. The three gate-keepers each re¬ 
ceived ten peeks of rice and two pieces of linen. The 
thirty cadets, some of whom acted as interpreters, receiv¬ 
ed each six pecks of rice a month. The man who had 
charge of the guest house received six pecks of rice. The 
four messengers received each six jtccks ol rice. The two 
grooms received between the third and eighth moon three 
pieces of cotton cloth or in lieu of this-150 cash. During 
the rest of the year they received one piece of cotton or 
150 cash. The master of the gate keepers received his pay 
in linen doth. The men who furnished fuel received for 
the fiief during spring and sittnmer 1.836 cash and during 
autumn arid winter 2,004 cash. So the total cost of fuel 
for a year was only 3,840 cash. 

passports. 

Evcrv man who wished to enter the Station had to lie 
provided with a wooden tag on one side of which was 
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written the characters £g and or; the the other the 

date and the seal of the envoy who was temporarily in 
charge. This seal was burned into the wood. 

SEATING AT BANOEETS. 

Upon the arrival of a Jajjane.se envoy there was first 
the lea drinking- ceremony. At this the Korean commis¬ 
sioner sat facing the south and opposite him the Japanese 
envoy lacing the north while between them on either side 
were two lines of Koreans and Japanese the former facing 
the cast and the latter the west. 

At the banquets which followed this order was re¬ 
versed, the Korean commissioner lacing the west and 
the Japanese the east. 

RECEIVTNf. THE GIFTS. 

Upon the arrival of the Japanese envoy the presents 

which he brought to the Korean Government were care¬ 
fully examined by the Korean officials, wrapped curefully 
in paper and placed together in the center of the ex¬ 
amination house. Then the Japanese envoy and the 
Korean commissioner came in their court dress and. 
standing on either side of the pile of gilts, bowed cere¬ 
moniously as if in the presence of royalty. The same cere¬ 
mony was gone through when the gifts from the Korean 
Government were to be shipped to Japan. 

THE RECEPTION CEREMONY. 

When the Japanese envoy disembarked lie was usher¬ 
ed into the enclosure of the Trading Station by way of 
the west gate and took his stand facing the cast. The 
Commissioner sent from Seoul to mecL hirft stood facing 
the south. The Korean master of ceremonies stood with 
tlx: envoy. The prelect ofTcngmt stood with the commis¬ 
sion. On the south side stood a servant who burned in¬ 
cense. On the east and west were placed red umbrellas. 
On either side stood Korean boys who chanted in the 
Japanese language. Then the Kr.vov and the Coinmis- 
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sinner both of whom were in court dress bowed oeromom- 
ously to each other four times. They went into the re¬ 
ception hall and had a feast, where there were flowers, 
music and dancing. First they pledged each other in nine 
cups of wine in a solemn manner beginning with the 
Envoy and going down through the different ranks of 
Japanese and Koreans. Voting Korean boys acted as 
waiters. 

The ceremony of receiving the gifts was as follows. 
The Korean officials chid ixi white linen court robes with 
tong do wing sleeves entered from the cast and took their 
places or: the north side of the apartment. The Japanese 
were stationed on tire south due and the gifts were placed 
between the two parties. Candies made of bean oil and 
beeswax were lighted and incense was burned. Then 
both parties bowed before the gifts: Japanese inter- 
prefers were introduced arid through them the ceremonial 
greetings were expressed. / 

There also was the ceremony of the exchange of per¬ 
fumes. A special day wan selected from the calendar, 
that would be most auspicious and on that day the 
Japanese brought out their perfume and the Koreans 
brought theirs and a ceremonious exchange was made 
with many genuflections and mutual compliments. 

In cases where the Japanese Envoy could not come to 
Seoul there was a sort of mock audience arranged at 
the port, which resembled a real one except, ol course, that 
the King was not present. The governor of the province 
personated the King at such functions. The Japanese 
presented such memorials as they had prepared, offered 
their congratulations and went through the regular 
forms of an audience. Cheers were given as now with: 
the “Man-se, nian-se” or the “Ch‘fm-se, Ch'un-se.” The 
Japanese wofe dark clothes but at these functions they 
wore white badges of some kind to distinguish them. 

If the ceremony happened to be at the time when a 
King had died there was the additional ceremony of the 
changing of the lo-sa or seal which the DaimyO of 
Tsushima held from the Korean Government. This was 
prepared in Seoul. It was a brass seal with the. name 
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Tsushima written oil the side. It was inclosed in a hires 
box, wrapped in cotton and carried to Pusan to give the 
Envov. 


Retrospe*; of 1903. 

The past year has been lull of important events for 
Korea. We cannot aay that it has l:een a year of pro¬ 
gress but it has seen a steady movement toward an in¬ 
evitable end and as the year opens there iseverv sign that 
a crisis in the history of the country has arrived. 

In January Vi Yong-ik, who had gone to Port Arthur, 
returned to Korea without successful opposition. Whether 
this was lor his country's good remains l<; lie seen, but at 
ant* rate it has exercised a tremendous influence over the 
course of events during the past year, whether for good or 
ill. As soon as he returned he ordered a large invoice ol ncc 
from Annam and by so doing probably prevented a great 
deal of suffering in the capital. This, among the common 
people, is his one redeeming act. At about this time Vi 
Keun-tak began cultivating the good graces of Vi Yong-ik 
and with such good success that in the latter months of 
the year he gave promise of superseding his tna stcr. These 
two men dominated the situation and there can be no 
doubt whatever that the condition in which the country 
now finds itself is directly due to the policy of this 
duumvirate. That policy is illustrated by two significant 
acts which were at least attempted in January. The first 
was the attempt of Yi Keun-tak to have Mr. Wacbcr ap¬ 
pointed to an important post as adviser to the Korean 
Government but it was foiled, so report has it. by the 
opposition of the Russian Minister. Vi Yong-ik, on tin- 
other hand, added to his record as a financier by securing 
the foundation of The Central Bank of Seoul. Tins of 
course was in opposition to the Japanese who haw al¬ 
ways demanded that the Korean Government should 
have a reliable currency. Japanese trade had been suffer ¬ 
ing severely because of the deterioration of Korean cur- 
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rency and the Dai Ichi Ginko had, with the consent of the 
Korean Government, issued a bank note to be circulated 
only in Korea. Yi Yong-ik was always the determined 
enemy of this movement which looked toward the strength* 
cning of Japanese influence here, and the Central Bank 
idea which included the scheme, of putting out Korean 
bank notes was a direct act of hostility, and yet could 
not be taken up by the Japanese, as it did not directly 
infringe upon their rights. 

In February, however, the opposition to the Japan¬ 
ese bank notes took form in the fatuous placards posted 
about the city threatening the people with all sorts oi 
dire punishments if they dared to circulate the Japanese 
notes. As a piece of financiering this act hardly has its 
pii.rn.llcl in history. It was a severe blow not only at the 
Japanese but at the Koreans as well, who held hundreds 
of thousands of this monev. The result w;ts an imtnedi- 
ate and heavy ran on the Japanese Bank, the suspension 
of many business pians and a general upheaval in the 
monetary conditions. As a natural result the Japanese 
Government took hold of the matter with a firm hand 
and within a few days forced the Koreans to stultify 
themselves, by taking it ail back, apologizing abjectly 
and posting notices that were diametrically oppose*] to 
the former ones. In this same month the budget for the 
year was published showing that the revenue amounted 
to about eleven millions in Korean money and the dis¬ 
bursements about an equal sum. This month also saw 
the appointment of a commissioner to proceed to Whang- 
ha Province and investigate the charges made against 
Roman Catholic adherents. We need not enlarge upon 
this subject except to say that the charges were proved 
and a scandalous condition of things revealed which was 
settle*] later by the condemnation of several of the lend¬ 
ing disturbers of the peace. 

March began with n rather significant event. The 
government subsidized the two native daily papers of 
Seoul, the only native dailies in the country. It also 
wasted some of its revenues in the purchase of a so-called 
man-of-war from Japanese. It later thought better of 
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this and tried to tret out of it. out without success. 

April brought another kind of difficulty. Russia had 
secured a concession on the Yalu for the cutting of tim¬ 
ber. It was understood that Korea was to have one 
fourth of the net proceeds of the business, but in April 
when the Russians began to cut the timber it was fount: 
that Koreans were not supposed to take any cognizance 
of the work nor to watch proceedings -in their own inter¬ 
ests to and out how much timber was cut or what it 
brought in the market. Tut most valuable asset of the 
Korean government was thus definitely arid forever lost. 
The same month saw a ouarrel on the island of Oueljiart 
between Japanese and Koreans which necessitated the 
presence of a Japanese gun-boat. 

May saw a further advance of Russia ir. the north 
when her first gun-boat anchored ir. Ynngampo. Russia 
obtained some sort of hold on that no it and by so doing 
demonstrated to the Japanese mon dearly than by any¬ 
thing else that Russia did not intend to confine her opera¬ 
tions to Manchuria. 

The month of June passed with comparative quiet ex¬ 
cept for the attempt to blow np Yi Yong-ik at the Japan¬ 
ese hospital in Seoul. How this was done or by whom 
has never Transpired. An official census of the capital and 
suburbs gave the population as 194,100, but this is surely 
an under-estimate. 

The rainy season of July seems to have kept every¬ 
body quiet. 

August witnessed the departure of Hyun Sang-geuii 
for Europe where he hoped to raise a loan for the Korean 
government and do some other impossible thing*. At 
about this same time there began a discussion as to the 
opening of Eui-ju to foreign trade. In September the 
Russians began to carry on operations «l Ytmg-ampo 
which were Ixdicved to tie fortifications. 

October was an especially busy month. It saw an ac¬ 
cident on the Seoul electric road which ted to a m intuitu rc 
riot in which a Japanese shop was wrecked. The report 
arrived that Russian guns were being landed a t Yongarr.po. 
The Japanese were employed to handle the annual gin- 
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sen# crop. The eighth passed without Russia redeeming 
her pledge to evacuate Manchuria. A treaty was signed 
between China and the United States by the terms of 
which Mukden and An tong were to he. or rather are to 
!k\ opened to foreign trade next October. A guard of 
twenty-six men came to the Russian Legation. A Belgian 
gentleman was appointed adviser to the household de¬ 
partment. Mr Hagiwara of the Japanese Legation in 
Seoul went to Yongampo but was refused permission to 
land. Russia prevented the joining of the Korean Tele¬ 
graph system with the Chinese. The Home Minister \va.x 
cashiered tor selling offices. Exchange went down to its 
lowest point, one yen bringing over two and a hall Ko¬ 
rean dollars. The Seoul-Chemulpo and Seoul-Fusan Rail¬ 
roads were joined under the latter name. 

In November occurred .1 serious riot in Chemulpo be¬ 
tween Japanese and Russian sailors which threaten'! to 
make complications. The government stopped the coin¬ 
ing of nickels. The Russians named Ynngampo Fort 
Nicholas. The Western Palace at Pyeng-yang was finish¬ 
ed, V, Pom-sun the refugee in Japan was assassinated. 
A riot occurred in Mokpo between Japanese and Korean 
eooltes. 

December was spent in efforts on the part of various 
foreign representatives to induce the Korean Government 
to open a port in the north. All these attempts were 
blocked bv Russia ami the new year opened with Korea 
firmly impaled upon the Russian horn of the dilemma. 

Such ai-e some of the most prominent events during 
the year 1903 in Korea and they all point one way. 
They have demonstrated the absolute necessity which 
faces Japan of showing her hand in Korea, and that in no 
uncertain wav, or of seeing her commerce ruined and all 
her efforts of the past three decades come to naught. 
We are not desirous of seeing war. Almost anything 
were better than. that. But when two radical ideas come 
in opposition to each other and are not only different but 
radically incompatible there is little room for com¬ 
promise. Were Russian and Japanese interests both of a 
commercial nature there might be some hope of a com- 

C* - iyii al lion 

ti r 01 ic stat r university 


Die itized bv 


Google 



RETROSPECT OF 1903. 


17 


promise. Were they both of a merely strategic nature 
they might corne to an understanding, but as it is there 
seems to be little hope of such an issue. It becomes right- 
minded men therefore to look at the question impartially 
and decide each for himself on which side right lies, if on 
either side exclusively, or on which side it preponderates. 
This suggests several questions. 

(1) The success of which contention will bring the 
greatest good to the greatest number? 

(2) The contention of which of the contestants in this 
threatened wai is based upon the tenets of recognized 
international justice ? 

(3) What docs each stand to lose in case there is no 
war ? 

(4) What does each stand to gain or lose in case of 
war ? 

. (5) The success of which party will mean the most 
good to Korea ? 

(6) What has history to say as to the relative 
benefits that Korea has received from Japan and 
Russia respectively and what may be argued from the 
past as to the probable benefits that Korea would 
receive should either the one or the other withdraw from 
Korea ? 

It would be presumptuous for us to attempt to an¬ 
swer questions of such moment as these without having 
much more data than we have. Our interest in the mat¬ 
ter is of two kinds, general and particular. We want 
especially to know what is best for Korea. There are 
those who say that in any case Korea must lose her 
autonomy and become a mere appendage ol one of the 
two hostile powers, and they argue that this would be a 
good thing, on the ground that this country does not 
contain material out of which a good government can be 
formed. This sounds much Like saying that New York 
car.not be well governed simply because Tammant- is 
temporarily- in power. We believe that material exists in 
Korea out of which could l»c built a fairly efficient gov¬ 
ernment. It may be that outside help might be required 
fora short time while this- material was being hunted up 
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And the decks cl curd 1 for action, but that it could }>c done: 

we fully believe. 

But there is one ditficultv in the wav. it would be of 
tin use, for instance, to have half a dozen Dowers guar, 
an tee tiie independence of Korea and then leave her to her 
own devices. The same tiilnculties which now oppress her 
would come again. in order to have anything 1 like order 
restored in Korea it is necessary that besides having her 
real independence declared some one or more of the powers 
should with her consent f>c appointed tn give her the as¬ 
sistance which she needs in order to get tilings into pro¬ 
per running order. We are talking now of what Korea 
needs, not of what she seems to want nor what she stems 
likely to get in the near future. 

Some think that to make Korea a buffer state would 
settle the difficulty yet it takes but a glance to see that 
Korea is not in a situation to be a buffer state, lor she is 
essential to the plan of Japan's commercial and industrial 
expansion and she is essential to the plan of Russia’s tor- 
ntorittl aggrandizement in the Pur E«-'t. !i you put h 
piece of bread between two hungry men one of two 
things is going to happen: either they will divide it or 
else one will get the whole of it. Humiliating and unjust 
as this may be to Korea it is lact ami must be faced. 
And yet tins simile is not win illy applicable to the situa¬ 
tion; for while the two hnugr; men want the bread for 
the same purpose the interests of these two powers in 
Korea are of an entirely different nature. As evert one 

W 9 

knows, Japac desires to s^e the Korean government es¬ 
tablished on a progressive basis and to tie administered in 
such a manner that the people shall have the greatest in¬ 
centive to industry and enterprise, for in this way alone 
can the resources of the country be developed both for 
Korea's good and Japan's as well. The railroad which 
the Japanese are building from Fusan to Seoul cannot 
but be of enormous benefit to the Korean people in spite 
of the sneers of some who think that the Japanese are in- 

m/ • 

lending to use it as an entering wedge for the accomplish¬ 
ment of some purpose inimical to the interests-- of Korea. 

The attitude which the Japanese have taken toward the 
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matter of coinage is one ihat is thoroughly in the in¬ 
terests of Korea. Can anyone deny that the Japanese 
trade with Korea is a valuable thing for this country ? 
And if so any-thing that tends to destroy that trade is an 
injury to the country. The demands for the opening of 
more ports to foreign trade are also in line with this same 
idea, the opening up of Korea’s resources. 

Again, which one of the points of Japan's policy in 
Korea is not in direct line with the policy of the open 
door? Everything she has done in regard to the cur¬ 
rency, in regard to opening ports, in regard to the 
encouragement of good government is as much to the 
interest of British, American. German and Russian trade 
as it is to Japanese trade. 

Such is Japan's evident policy in Korea. As to Rus¬ 
sia’s policy the public can not be so sure, for Russia sel¬ 
dom explains her policy in advance: but it is natural 
to suppose that the development of her vast Siberian 
domain would he the main point in her Eastern policy. 
In this great and laudable work the whole world with¬ 
out exception wishes her success. Every- acre of arable 
land added to the grain producing area of the world is a 
distinct triumph. In the development of Silwria the 
great railroad that Rqssia has built must play an im¬ 
portant part, nor should anyone object lo seeing Russia 
have a commercial outlet on the Yellow sea. As this is 
necessary- to the development of Siberia she has a right to 
it; but Russia is not much interested in Korean trade nor 
in any object that makes for the direct advancement of 
the Korean people. We look in vain for any evidence of 
increasing prosperity in Korea due to the moral ascend¬ 
ency which Russia has exercised during the past three 
years or more, it would be difficult to explain how the 
present state of Korean finances and government could 
injure Russia in anv way, while on the other hand they 
area serious detriment to Japanese trade. 

It should be no small consideration with thinking 
men that what will conduce 10 Japanese interests in 
Korea will &I&O conduce to the welfare of the Korc; • 

people themselves. 
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11 we ask what Russia's interests are in Korea we 
must tranklv confess that we do not know. If we lake 
the Russian press as evidence, it would stern that Korea 
is strategically necessary to Russia. If it is true that the 
wants to get a post in southern Korcn which she handle 
ns she has Port Arthur, than the Russian press is ap¬ 
parently correct. There is no considerable Russian trade 
in Korea, and geographical considerations seem t.o point 
in the same direction as the Russian papers have pointed. 
In what way the realization of this policy on the part of 
Russia will iK.'net’.t Korea it is hard lo see. We do not 
know that any Russian publicist has tried to show how 
it would help the people of Korea. In the absence ot any 
<liiinite statement or any evident plan on the part of the 
northern power it must be left to time to decide. '<Vc 
wish that someone thorough !v acquainted with the Rus¬ 
sian side of the question would give to the world the 
ways in which predominant Russian influence in Korea 
would be of benefit to the people of the peninsula. We 
do not doubt there arc arguments, but we have never 
sect; than frankly stated and therefore are not in a posi¬ 
tion to compare them with the Japanese side. We do 
know that the demands which Japan makes on Korea do 
not include a single point that will not work as much to 
the interests of every other ireatv power as to Japan her¬ 
self. If the advocates of Russian predominance in the 
peninsula can make as good a showing as this, no re¬ 
asonable man can object. 


Odds and Ends. 

There is a Korean proverb which says 
“Even if a tiger catches you. if you keep 
your wits about you. you may live.” 
This is used when speaking of some great calamity or 
danger, that there is always some way of escape if one 
has the wit to find it. The proverb is based upon the 
general belief that a tiger will not eat a man who.lies on 
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his left side. This is because /igt't corresponds to “West” 
and dragon to “East.” Now with the head to the north 
and the feet to the south a man's left side will he toward 
the east, the dragon side, and his rigne side toward the 
west, the tiger side, so when a tiger catches you by 
the ear (that is not complimentary as to the size of your 
ear. but "that is never mind”! and swings you across his 
shoulder and makes \oy his den, just do sonic tall think¬ 
ing 1 for a few minutes and when the brute drops you 
on the ground just roll over or. your left side and you will 
be quite safe. He dare not touch you. Just put this in 
vour note book for future reference. It may come in handy. 

* , A high official conceived the idea of 

A fortime-teller’A . * , , . 

dilemma going tncogmt^ to a blind fortune¬ 

teller and having his fortune told. 
Donning poor garments as a disguise he want to the 
fortune teller's house and consulted him. The Mind man 
fumbled his book and then opened it at random. His 
finger rested on the character [73 which means "to ask” 
but the P ; , means “gate” and the p means mouth, so the 
fortune-teller said, “It is plain that you will ltecorr.e a 
beggar for he opens his mouth in every man's gate.” The 
official smiled, paid the fee and departed: The ncxL day 
he happened to be talking with the young prir.cc anil told 
him the joke otj himself, how he was to become a beggar. 
The prince laughed with him but thcr. said: 

“We could have a good joke or: that iortun.e teller 
aud get some fen out of him. Call him in ami make him 
tell my fortune, and when he opens the book tell him 
that it is this same character that Ins finger is on. Then 
we will see how he gets out of telling me that 1 will 
become a beggar:" 

They did this very thing, the fortune teller prostrated 

himself and then opened the book. Aha. he had struck 

the character PjJ. “Now what do you make of it my 

goad man? Yesterday you interpreted it for somebody 1 

believe. Let us see whether vou can do as much fur me." 

* 

The poor fellow saw he was trapped but be th nagnt .ms 
quick as lightining and said without even seeming.io con¬ 
sider the matter: 
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•'Circumstances alter cases. Now von will see that 
this character RJJ. if looked at from the left side only, 
becomes which means kivg and if looked at from the 
other side it is (if or king turned around; so from which¬ 
ever side you are looked upon the beholder will see king 
all over j'ott. You will surely succceed your rpval father 
on the throne." The two jokers had to laugn at their 
own discomfiture and as the fortune teller passed out the 
gate with a substantial reward in his sleeve he muttered 
to himself: "Its a. mighty small hole that a fortune-teller 
of my experience cannot crawl out of." 

A Korean gen Llcmau never allows a »rtiding 
Sorcery ' or sorceress to perform her incantations at 
Exposed. his house, but in this case there was an ex¬ 
ception to the rule. The gentleman's wife 
was so anxious to have it ihat he reiuctantlv assented : 
but he was determined to test the truth of the mrtdang's 
professions. So he secretly removed one the l»eads of the 
double ended drum that she would use in her incantation, 
stuffed a tiger skin into the belly of the drum and then re¬ 
placed the head. The hour came lor the ceremony to be¬ 
ing. The mudang arrived in all her fantastic toggery, the 
food and drink were all placed in order on the tables, and 
there seemed to be no obstacle to the performance of her 
ghostly function. Rut when the music struck up. the 
drum, instead of booming out as usual, only emitted a 
snarl. This called for immediate consideration. The 
nntdang declared that it was because the spirits were 
displeased that the food was not good enough, and the 

silk and cotton cloth used in the ceremonv were uot 

* 

sufficient. The gentleman said. "Oh. is that all? Well. 

give her more food and silk, to her heart's desire." This 

was done hut. still the drum refused to "go." The mud,tug 

then declared that it was because some of the dishes or 

utensils were dirtv. Thev were all examined and cleaned 

• • 

but still the drum would only snarl. At last a blind 
exorcist was sent for. He might be able to solve the 
mystery. He was told what the matter was and heal'd 
ilir sound of the bewitched drum. Then he cast the dice 
with which he was accustomed to tell fortunes anti pro- 
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nnunced the following enigma: "When a tiger catches a 
dog he roars but when a cloy lnet to catch a tiger there ri 
only a plaintive whine." When the urn tit-man heard this 
he clapped his hands anti laughed a full minute. "Take 
the head off that drum.” It was done, and out rolled the 
tiger skin. "You see it was the dog that caught the 
tiger.” For drum-heads are made ol dogskin. The wttaa»!; 
was therefore driven away arid all the food and silk were 
given to the exorcist. * The blind arc proverbially quick 
of ear and the man’s ready wit probably divined the 
cause of the trouble and improvised the clever enigma. 


Editorial Comment. 

The Kobe Chronicle has again attempted to discredit 
the position taken by this magazine relative to Korean 
refugees in japan and has challenged us to the following 
question: Tf the Korean government were wholly dom¬ 
inated by the Roman Catholic element and a price were 
put on the head of every Protestant, would the Japanese 
government be justified ir. sending back Protestant re¬ 
fugees to be dealt with by their enemies in Korea ? We 
answer no. and in so answering we would ask tile 
Chronicle on what page of the Review it found the state¬ 
ment that Korean refugees ought to '»e sent back to Ko¬ 
rea. The Chronicle should choose its questions with more 
care. In the second place we challenge the editor of that 
journal to show us the page where the Review stated liint 
economic and international law do no: apply in the 
case of Korea. We still affirm that those sciences are not 
like mathematics; that only their most general laws are 
universal I v AjftpHmliie: vli'-ix ecoriornu* inTpni:.. 

tional complication must in* treated as :. cast* by itself, 
arguments->ro and con must be balanced and the solu¬ 
tion found in the preponderance of evidence. There are 
t/tlier international laws beside that oi nsv'.um and when 
we said thot *‘considering ad- the ibcts of! lie case .' :n'. :i!J 
that has occurred dtiriiu; tin- last twa. lecadi> wc may i•<; 
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allowed Co wonder that Japan should show such high- 
Tiincledness at such a cost," we were referring to events 
that it is not pleasant to recall but which the readers of 
the Chronicle know very well. We said there is no ques¬ 
tion oi the high-mindcdncsis of Japan in giving these men 
asylum, but if. as wc fully believe, Japan is interested in 
the development and progress of Korea it would be fully 
as high-minded to ask these men to cross to America and 
thus relieve Japan of the suspicions of the Korean govern¬ 
ment which are the main obstacle to Japan's usefulness 
in the peninsula. 


News Calendar. 

Vi Chi -yon was made Minister of Foreign Affairs on Dec 30th 
190 > 

On the 20th instant the Korean News Company began the publi¬ 
cation of a Daily Bulletin in Swul. giving telegrams front Tokyo and 
general news. In ease of war they propose to have a number of xmm 
with the Japanese army. 

About the 21st ms:, the Korean (government issued a declaration of 
strict neutrality it view of the appireut approach oi war. 

Vi Kenu-sanji has been appointed Minister to Italy . 

Oti ’.be 22nd a young woman alighted from a chair in front of the 
pa'.aec gate, announced that she was the daughter of Heaven amt hail 
conns to give the Emperor some good advice as tn the proper course to 
parsare it: these troublous timet.. The police took her in hand. It is 
rather a pity she was not given a chance ! 

Vi Yong-ik again became Firance Minister on the 27th iast. Aud 
Yun Ung-yul became Minister 01 '.Var ou the 25th. 

On the 23rd fifty people departed for Hawaii. 

Geueral Ichiji arrived on the 22nd to act as Military Attach^ of the 
Japanese Legation. 

Rumors of preparations for a great popular uprising in the south are 
rife. There is something in them, without doubt, and we are likely to 
see lively times in the Spring. 

A paim’ni accident happened on the Electric road outside the South 
Gate on the 24th. On a steep grade and frosty track the motormaa lost 
control oi the oar aad it ran into a Curtinan who had been loudly warned 
tut had insolently reinsed to budge. A crowd gathered and began to 
stone the car but United States marines arrived promptly on the scene 
and dispersed them. The Kvieuu police made no attempt to <jitcU the 
disturlrtnce- 
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Q»eeti Dowager llong died on the second instant at the age o; 

seveulv-three. 

• 

On the fourth irst. the Emperor ordered the Hone Office to setid a 
proclamation to all the country districts with commands to mate even* 
exertion to put down the robbers which infest the country. 

A movement liw hcjgun in the two £<>mhern Tarovin cer of 

Korea where thou<ivirl> of ajuns have he*n banding together and pre- 
paring to raise nti iusnrrcctiou. This is considered by well-informed 
Koreans to be more scr.ous than the Toagbak uprising of 1S93 because 
of the greater intelligence ot its partisans. 

Cho Min-heui has been appointed Minister to Japan to which place 
he will soon start from Washington. Vun Hon has been appointed Min¬ 
ister to the United blules. 

Ko Vflug-gcun the assassin of U P 5 tn- 8 ®li in Japan has bceu con¬ 
demned to death and his accomplice has l>eeu coudemcnd to impr.sot - 
meat for life 

At the end o: loot there were fi,.|co Japanese residents of Chemulpo. 

On Dec. 27 th nitv more Koreans started for Hawaii to engage in 
wort on tlie sugar plantations- 

The barley imported by the Japanese is estimated by the Koreans to 
ainoaDt to 20.000 bags. 

The Italian Minister early in January intimated lotbe Foreign Office 
that as rhe Korean Government bad granted gold mining concessions to 
various other nationalities it would be proper to grant one to au Italian 
company. 

On January c.tb a United States Legation guard o: thirty-six men 
arrired in Seoul. The U. S. gunboat Vicksburg uud tlie transpr.it Zafim 
from Manila bad arrived in Chemulpo a few days before A protest was 
mod? by the foreign Office on the ground that tbc ICcccun soliiiere 

sufficient to secure quiet in Seoul. Tlie American Minister replied W 
the effect that socli protection was not deemed sufficient and that a iut- 
ther force would be brought in lo guard the prnpfity of the Seoul 
Electric Company's property. 

On Jan. 6th thirty additional Russian soldiers E.ircbec np from 
Chemulpo. This also brought forth a protest from the Foreign Office. 

According to custom the Korean people of Seoul donned the 
mourning garb for the late Queen Dowager and proclaalation was sent 
throughout the Country ordering all classes to do the same and to turn 
their faces toward Seoul ar.d wail. 

The night of January 6lh was excessively cold and owing to this 
eight Korean soldiers deserted and fied. The rumors of wholesale de¬ 
sertion on the part of Korean soldiers seems to have been false. Thes: 
eight men were f’yeng Yang soldiers. 

Japanese residents of Fusco .or said to number upwards o: 12,000. 

On the eighth inst, a British Legttiou Guard of twenty sien arrived 

rj ScquI ami uu tlie d&Y the K-'^aaiaiJ ^uu;il wn> iuu 'jy 

the arrival of forty-five more men. 
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V% P.b6v&hl 2.OOft hfttfiM I’feemuirui, tr*n*Tu>rx*n tomtit 

bvs**?. ; SCans’-neuRg on the «*<is:£ro const. ;ir.»i 'vstritan^.l lijeui aux»U£ 
people who are scrfcnng ror vair. oi loor.. They caunot oraiae him 
high y fii'ii yk. iiuri demand that he !>e given o 3 ce. 

iiariy ;u .January the Japanese Urousih: eievcu '.iaihat* gun* :sitc 
Chemulpo an." immediate y lru;i-p.rCtr. them !<• Seoul. 

Tliu Emperor u; japan sec: a message of Condolence to the Korean 
Court on the occasion oi the death <>: Queen Dowager lions:. 

Six hundred thou sane debars nave i»cec appropriated to cover the 
expen-e* oi the rum* nil i*i the Queen I .wager. 

The pale oi the apartment where i*ie iody nr the iatf. Queen Di»w 
ager lies is guarded nay and night t*v thirteen members ot' the peddlars 

All operation? have been suspended both hr Japanese anr. Korean 
pa*shops. This entails an enormous au.ouUt of suffering OC The people, 
thousands whoir. nepenrter. npnr. loar.s from these places, ‘fbe 
susiisnsion is of onrsir one to feuTsO’ dlsrurbances. 

Oa jac. Stfc tut Iimaeror put forth an edict stump that the con- 
rlitior. of the tfovemmesn was anything m: ideal nud tlm; there must 
be a radical change. Ht ordered that all jnu<ian$. fortune-teller and 
others nr the. same ilk be exveiicu f-oai the palace. 

Oti Ltic utu jus: twen:v-r\vo Italian soldiers arrived to act as a 
Legation guard in Seoul 

The iniprcsaK’D uas prevailed grr.erallv among foreigners all through 
the uiuinli that there w«s more or iess danger oi Korean : resurrection in 
Seoul. This led to extra precaution* or. the part of most foreigners. 
The electric car motor tneu were under strict orders to go slowly for fear 
oi some accident which might precipitate trouble. The common people 
have been however verv apathetic and the curious tirades of one of 
the daiiy native papers seem to have caused very iittJe excitement. The 
Koreans have seemed unable to realize "bat the coming of hall" u dozen 
legation guards is hut a precautionary Or preventative measure but the 
wonder ha? beer of a very aiiid character 

In Yong-in the owner of a fine bullock refused no offer of 900.000 
cash for his beast. The man who made the oficr sued the owuer 
before the magistrate ior charging so much for the animal ! The 
magistrate gave them both & heat mg and sent them about their husiuet^j 

Besides the ffioo.c <>o appropriated for the funeral expense? of Queen 
Dowager Hong, the Emperor donated £u».oOu out wf ins private parse 
ror incidental expenses which the commission may incur. 

The members of ihc ■Household lo-partuieut io Tokyo have de¬ 
cided to assume mourning for nine days in honor of the late Queen 
Dowager. 

On the util i:i?t. thirty-one more Koreans started for Hawaii. 

There are one linudrec. and six prisoners m the central prison ill 
Seoul 

Tiie W raie 6sli:«g 1 ip me*.' C>m::.nv have secured a twelve years 

exteiisi- n < r thur 1 :*.!:>•!.:m- 


Oicitized bv 


Google 


Ctiyii al lion 

Tl f 01 10 5TATF UNIVERSITY 




xe\v> calendar. 


Nine secoDdarv bereaas and commissions have been abolished for 
reasons ot economy. They arc the l* amine Reilcr Jierrau. irrn.*H:i'':i 
Bureau. Government Hospital. Hie Buddhist Monastery fir.re.ui, Kmeau 
of Decorations. Bureau of Surveys. Imperial Library bureau Buteau 
of Weights and Measures und die Supreme Court Tbe latter jus um 
been actuallv abolished but m-ri/ml into llie .'.^v. Department. 

Hviin SctER-xenn, who was sent '.<< Europe last Autumn to raise a 
loan for Korea, returned via Siberia and arrive:: :c Seoul or. tht ;:th 
in«t, strongly impressed with the miehi and prestige ,*f Russa \Ye 
bear that he told :Le Emperor that Japan would have no chance* warn si 
iht northert* power. ln;t we ur? unaware uj his haw.g made a <u:rUii 
investigation ol Jntuncne military aud naval resources 

Directly opposite reports are given of the auric? sett 1" V: 
chia Minister at St. Petersburg, to the Emperor. Some sav be advised 
the Emperor to mace friends with ;hc Japanese and other> say he 
advisee him tc cleave to Russia. 

On die uth ;nst. Yen d.coc were appropriate! for the support of 
I’nnce Eui-wlpi lit America 

Great sufier.ttg if being paused :n Kotlp*iu V the failure of the 
setjii-aunna. fair. People arc afrairi of highwayman acd war ruutors are 
rift : so neither buyers nor sellers came up to the lair and the people ot 
the town fine it extremely difficult tv gel rice al any price. A foreigner 
recently ottered to pay any reasonable figure for a few bags o: rice hot 
found it impossible to bcv. No one would ever racie a figure. 

Kil Yung su advised Hie Emperor t" place Fyeng-yang soldier 1 as 
guards of the palace instead o! Seoul meu ac<i there would be no pos¬ 
sibility of trouble Hardly complimen tary to the Seoul soldiers f 

Y: Nam-heui. Rupirr.ie Judge in Seoul, imfurmed His Majesty pet- 
y Thul the JjipaTiCRC wert* p.finrin^ tu depose Hi- Mwjeisty ;*!!•! 

Prince Eui-vrha on tlie tut nnet Fnr this breacif of etiquette tbe Jucjfe 
was immediately imprisoned and if the tnatler is pressed he may lose hi' 
life. 

The exodus from Seoul, for fear of trotib.?. ha? began though as yet 
not maty have gone. A few high officials have sent rheir families amt 
laloatilcs to Hie country. 

The number of Korean policemen in each of the open ports lift* been 
lowered to thirty eveept ic Chemulpo ami Fusan and at these places 
forty have been left. 

There is evidently some anxiety at home over news of possible 
danger to foreigners ir Seoul, as telegrams have been coining to many 
private individuals inquiring us to ‘beir safety, »t is 3 pity that sensa¬ 
tional reports should have been sent home . * .*•:!> a time us this. 

On the mb Sim Sang-hru was uppoi:ite<l Minister of Finance. 

On the lytb Ex-Prime Minister Clio 1’yuitg se told His .Magisty that 
in tbe present disturbed state of thing* it was necessart olrst to deprive 
Yi Vong-ik and Yi Keun-tak of power and then matters cculd be settled 
on a safe am: satisfactory basis. 

The annual stone rights have begun outside Lie Hast ami W.:-: 
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cares. T: s rather canv for tiv= -.in of thine bv.r evidently the people 
nvrt enhus.aitic about ” the : '' thu-.r cu-lotr:. 

‘ it 'itii lust E:\ior: 0 i’.nt wrg removed a.” Vi# e!ieel# from bis 
lif it r :v. 5»i<i! U- the Russia- L’-gatior 

P*mn ‘hr < ~h’ yn •; Pn mm: 


!««rsrii venerably • <«'. by foreigner# ;n Seoul Lba’. the 
'at-.v apj,c&: mt ::j cjs Ciic-vaV. are ©3eusive ami 

even tiirtater.m'j !<> Joreigtiers i- ■' rathei serious matter. We 
i.mv uif.f a cart:«l inve'ti^atu.:: •*: the matter btcii by translation of 

..nr f'*.' , r!uU *»v *.7iic*rv*w* v:“!* xlic* 4.*.iu»»r of tut? puper in quwliou. 

Lr. *he 'irst plate ’.he F.d ,01 diec-ia;"-' »:n; jiueutsou oispeakinjrdisre- 
'pcr.! ;liv or in 'i:1:1—. ■. >.n’l iorev,Ler> arc he disavows any 'mention 

>. cht •-‘.•Du-ai-e agams- :;ic:i. iie grants that '.'bathe ha* 

wrfrv. ••light veraars cause. a I;::!* •fsV.V.H a^asnst torciyners among 
thi more ignorant ;>ei p - but he c\oiut* *.bal they aiieocy bad that feei- 
- 1: be ha. snurej#*.-, that :ee::r.v' •: was with no intention of so 

.hung. WiieUier _i:s >-'t.irc:ir.ci': :* a vannd one t»r not we do not 
icn<«v bm we give :i rot what V. I? worm. Atld now let ns examine 
briei'v what has ifru >stit. 1c the jail. IJ ssue Ibe editorial 
br»s.;is the condlUoc t»: the romitrv. saying that though a new year 
■ih- :e'<!;r me peek' jiavt *ko preparer, rr>? :t that robbers swarm 
rhr r .»untrv because the oup.-ebsiuc 01 the prefects, that in the 
foreigners come, ejyu'eifcily Chemulpo, where foieipn 
so*icr* -Wi.rtn. tea: ,’apan and Kr.ssia cnarral ove: \\ nganipo regardless 
>' tiie ri^ulsoi Korea :r. the matter. that the whole Korean people jcem 
*.<• i-e as.eep that many foreign soldiers oomc to Seoul and the Koreans 
Cuy >ee :*o reason for r. Then emnes an expression that has been misin¬ 
terpreted <•< soreiycers. The Efi tor soys "What arc the Kotcau soldiers 
jfOiHi 'in Why have they .teets trainer;.' ail these years? Tliit. has 
beer interpreted tn mean -.(..'.t :i tne Ki.reun soldiers had been pco-1 for 
anvtnir.y tiiev would nave success!ally opposed the er.traaee ol forei--n 
soi'iier? :ul it is sufc t' 1 tna*. nc* Korean s t . under stands it It simply 
iiiroiir that •: tlic Korean ioiers iicn 'iccn «*.p n> tne sCtiodard. ior~ 
enjrers wonid have r«iied nr. them lor protection instead of sending for 
roieurn >ol<iiera l*. •> vjnpi> a cruicisn: ot tne Korean army or the 
Kronur! that lortigncrs <■• uui not Cut I*dtV. in then;, l iis Editor pots on 
loash what tiie 'pe«1dii;i*'* are tfvvfi for Jie deni>isuces them as use* 
less It i here run; bcec a#y intention r-J mruing people to insurrection 
this har-i.y Would nat c -.eer. -.aid. H's :ie\t sutement is open to 
rather more olncc'.iou. Hi say. that foreigners go about the town wjth 
Hivwei ni£ faces su n evidetith ■.•. tew on serious bosinrss while the Koreans 
Si wii anme a- ;r «n»*, The rnit bcanor! u nauira: tnat the I ore-purrs 
'•-rt «:t»pre?s:ne the oorenrs :nd it.c.-s among certain classes this 
c-men; nni’Ct f•; l cc.ise <>: ri'i'hUOCf.! ami-foreitT! l'eelmp. The iprnr 
nsrc it. •Hscru ir.g ;:>• ioreicriers is ;!■> 'euie;iee jus: quoted is that 
tasrc sat *.•. 'ic'k* TV.-. lieu: *$.■$&! means "kiilieg 
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force.” hut this is ui hyperbola o:ton used by Koreans in describing the 
looks of an angry nar. and «o it is not ?o offensive an expression as its 
kleral force might imply. It is the exact eq livaiart of our expression 
‘Taere was murder in bis eye." Scl ever, so the sentence is sufficiently 
offensive, and suggestively sc. to excite the people of the lower orders 
auc 1 . the Editor is tllacib to (or indulging ii: siicb exaggeration*, 

especially as the farts do not beat -him out. There iias beet; tic more 
truculencv in the loots of foreigners of late than there llus always been 
lie drew upon hi? imagination lor the whole thing A*, such a time as 
this sucb statements are doubly reprehensible He goes on to charge 
the police with being quite useless, and the people with exchanging 
ra'.whoocls. (which ic view of the above would include his own.) Then 
after bewailing the fact that there arc no official* who will speak 
the word which wll break the deadlock and free the government 
from the charge of jupioenes* he say* tber* is no mat who will shoulder 
his axe and come forth to help the ecu ntry This sounds very incendiary 
and may he so to some Koreans hut very niatiy ot the people know 
;ha: this refers to Chue lk-hyim who in the year i&jy.when another high 
official secured the imposition of a tax upon wood merchants, took an 
axe. went to the palace gate and placing his written memorial upon the 
axe waited for it to he presented l" His Majesty the present Emperor. 
The memorial denounced the tax anc said "if ttiy words are not true tase 
tliis axe and bill me but if they are true take it ntid kill the man who 
proposed this tax.” The editor means there is no ni3n bold and patriotic 
enough to tell the trntb to the Emperor even though it might cost his 
life. We bold no brief for the editor of the Cbe-guk hm-rono and there 
can be no doubt that his writing in this vein is worse than useless but in 
common fairness we should give him what benefft of the doubt there 
miv. lif mu' 1 in ecn>ur:ng hull not follow hi* own example of exaggera¬ 
tion But on the sand insi this same editor lashes himself into a verbal 
frenzy anc makes all sorts of absurd charges against the foreigners and 
gives every evidence of trying to cover up the weakness and pusil¬ 
lanimity of the present officials by an outburst of vituperation against 
those who because of that very weakness have beer obliged to bring in 
foreign guards tndeiend themselves On the whole this attempt on the 
part of the editor to relieve his pent-up feelings is very foolish, and 
might be very harmful if the people were *.n the mood to follow bis lead. 

A Russian and a French engineer employed in the Korean military 
shops have been released from service under the 3 \otean Government, 
their terms of contract having expired. 

(>n the 14th ins*., forty-one French naval men arrived in Seoul to net 
us Legation guard. 

On the 16th hist. sixty-four Annrcar marines arrived m Seoul and 
took up their quarters iu the Seoul Electric Company's bifcliling. 

The Koreans report tiist many white hats have been hoi. :>v 
Japanese and their ynfe*rn«/e >> httl many iupuuebc art going *a.t i’.iui 
tue countn- dressed as Koreans. 
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\>u - ooires from foreii'c resntnts 


pvecc Yang Fuat Korean 


solvers ard police are urcaknui 


M.. the hou-es OJ a.i the well-to-do 


pe-.p.e or that city ann sTealing Oieir The atitUonues rettioo- 

st rated by; could effect nut bice The s<'i<iier* threaten to disband 

the-.- -re interfere.! with. The pe-p.c cun *e: no icaress wcatever. At 
cbe .amu i-.me the T-vhk huh rrmwii-n: is as-imiing .Ari/fir 3ld Itrj'ei 
psop.irr.il. IW !!->•■■ The irxTSt: t'-.ver'J-i-nt am: >$: t > he fu.'urin? the 

tii vehieilt. Foreigners’h-uses 'ax-e ioX x-: v ,mar sell. Foreigners 

<>t t-mg .-ears' resilience in Fore:-, .»v Tin*' n.*v never r-ee:i such a state 
or taint'? ;tj the north. A:i Anrn'.ir. ::i:i-i'i:u>.' was 'mte.-y •*rive:i • 
from one vl the ceishbiriny an t t-nd that s: he -boweri h:s face 

There s?a:n he woe id l.e Kilieil hi ih» -vale cnoifr novul.i o«t he 
wnde.-ert at triut foreigners ir the i:--:therh CV.y sm'.ld rre! a ,!Vtic 
Iir.easv «-ur Correspondent stxir- pns.t-.wely that the sacts as rtat<-.i 
a-ioiit the soldiersand poi.ee. Ca** >e :ui'y i-orror■••rated 

Ma*i> robbers. Inking a : vantage •>. ibe fio/.tn r.ver. come across 
tlx- ice at night and rob houses w: ilu* river towns. - Pedr.Lars" have 
to act as sjuari* for ihe->c towr;?%. 

There were minors that The imlctKrn.leuce club was t« be revived 
and so the govern mem sen: tilt;- *.nlier>t •-cr.arrt the Independence Arch 
*c fts to prevent any gathering 'here. Some torinei leaders o: That 
Cl»b, so it is reported, des.red to sum the same Tnovemem again miner 
another name, Yn-siii-whe or --Kefcrii: Cintt." '-.it were warned h> the 


police knd ap the irlca. 

Tlie machinery For making guns, which w*. mipjriec. iron: |.-.p£n. 
costs veil lMjiooo This is lo be piid troth t'.ic Finance Department by 
order of the Emperor, hut sr. the present state of the national fineiices 
we may confidently expect tha- -.fr,- will 1»* a little delay in the pay. 


merit. 

In M-.isan on the noth err. herder Koreans tailed in an attempt to 
drive back Manr.bn robbers, and yn houses ami 1 Q.S 2 O dollars worth of 
giairi were burned- 

?ak Cfc nji-yang bas suciceed&l Min V.my-so as Minister, of Educa¬ 
tion. K:i V'ing-jo bas succeeded CKmg Kenl-Uk as Chief <rf 1‘oKe.c. 
Yuu Eunii-vfil was made Minister'll War on the 2.trn, 

Recause of the severe cold Vi Vc-ng-ik has distributer. four hundred 
dollars among the rr.cn of each o: the twelve regiments in Seoul. 

Great suffering has mended the severe cold of Jar.uan-. Three 
people froze to Jealli oue night ar.d a woman and a baby 31 her liccas* 
\\«re foaud irozen one mnrniii#. 

About the >o;b just. it. was reported tliar Russia had suggested tn 
Japan that northern Korea be made a. neutral zone and that Japan ex¬ 
ercise predominant influence in the south, but that japan immediately 
rejected toe propcttal, 

Vun Chi-bo. t\tid«r or4<«rf* from tb^ governnieut, came up to Seoul 
front Mokpoou the aacd mat. Il is generally believed that he will be 
given un important post in Seoul. 


DicitizeO by ^ j 


CHyii al lion 

Tl f 01 1C f.TATf UNIVERSITY 



•\EYVS. CALEXlAIi. 


.1 


Rev. G L. Pearsoc of Houuhiiu Hawaii sends the following fur 
publication. about tli C Koreans in Hawaii. 

The evorcaas who have com- Hawa;; have found read'- emplov- 

Dlcnl W ' lh rwceptH'- lev incidents i' K v have received good 
treatment and they irei. 
odraniiLge& aor. 


ur.- well pleased with their homes, 
fev come wtiocrc not si all liutd 

entfth or an 
nuir.h*; scab character' are d:ssa:i?.ficd 


■» preapecu*. -i 

for the work, being unuse<i to bare toil, having too little >ti 
eeiiied health. 

A sm:a)i 

uncart- a burden u> foe Korean c>umr.nmtv. Men wh. are nna'de 
or unwilling to work find a hard unit in Hawaii a* do all such per- 
som :n any country. .Nearlv all are luuuutnoa* and are hopeful. 

our public schorls arc open to Korean children. Where retinols 
ore located near plantations tnarr are ahie to take rhe rppcrtumty ot 
lvarj-.ng English. The religious work for the Koreans i* being none by 
U.e Methodist Episcopal Church, rhere being uo wgaciaec, bodies of 
Presbyterians cr Baptist The Hawaiian Board of Mission* which 
affiliates with the Congregational Church on the mum land is cot in 
tending to give any special attention to tins work, tk.s leaving the field 
to tile Methodists.. Vt> have organized a dais wherever there is any 
considerable number ol Koreans a nr. art doitlg work rxdci thesnpen-i- 
sira of the Presiding Elder, by Korean L. CP I Tvtacii-rs. Exliurtcic 
and Bible Teachers. Y\ e me giving u our :ies: attention aid aie l;<-* e- 
fui of uuDnemnp the wt>rb alrecdv <t„ y « f 

on the work of evangelization. 

1" be a great advantage to me if ail protean Missionaries 

m Korea, would send tne names, certificates of membership, and 
AdvKief. cuncerr.ing «iy of their members, or flock, who may come to 
Hawaii. Thic would enable me tr. more wisely select men tor the 
TWUV - positions i,« *or:eties. to assign believers to their proper 
classes aud to give special attention to the neccs tnev mav several) v 
have. 


:<jt tberxt THrCipl^ 0,11 d of O'tr£ 


I am pleased to my that the loyalty, zeal, spiritual power, oliset vauc« 
of the Sabbath etc., on the par: of the Koreans who are here testily to 
the thorough work oj the Missionaries m Korea. 

On Jan yrd e great fire occurred :u 1 aiku which threatened the 
whoie city but it was brought under control. 

Real estate is going up rapid! v :n Taikc. Thu; is due to the influx 
ni Jspanese merchants. The woman's winter traioiug class of the Pres- 
bytenun mission has grown from fifteen to forty. The present gov¬ 
ernor i- not very friendly to Japanese. The report circulated recently 
that any Korean who sold land « bouses to Japanese would he be¬ 
headed. The Seonl-Fusau railway passes the city to the south running 
cast and west 1 hut does not touch the city proper noi will it necessitate 
the (earing down of uiv bouses. The stntioo will be not far from the 
soutfl gale. -The missionaries (Protestant; of Task* cave opened n 
sleep;Dg-rooci tor the beggar boys and some thirty-five enjoy its hospi¬ 
tal it}'- Nothing© odd be more pitiable than their lot. 
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NEWS CALENDAR. 


Ob *eb. and the Kostaan Minister replied to ■ protest of the Kor- 
«u> Gwrenent against the cutting ©1 timber at Pyuk-dong. some di.v 
luce back from the Yatn, «\1»? that the foncewum covered not onh 
the bank? of that river but of all its tributaries ! 

On Feb. and Dr. Furnichl the new president of the Seottl-Fosar 
Railway arrived at Ptisan and r few days Inter be reached Seoul. 

On Feb. 5th the Japanese Minister >• •.:cred all Japanese subject* to 
remove from Wijc and Sungjin. 

About the 23rd inst Dr. Takaki of the First Japanese bank sUriwi 
for Tokyo. His departure was due la a difference of opinion as to the 
policy to be adopted by the bank in Seoul. It may not be generally 
known that the Seoul Branch of the Dai lchi Ginko is the third largest 
one, only Chemulpo and Yokohama exceeding it in sue. Dr. Takak 
will soon be hack in Seoul. 

On the eleventh Yun Ung yui was made Minister uf War. 

The prefect of \am-wfln in Chulla Province telegraphed on the 
eleventh saving tliui Japani-se had demanded l .000 bug* of rice, 1,00© 
load* of firewood and 300 telegraph poets. That same evening the only 
places tbac were still connected with Seoul by Korean telegraph were 
Haiju. Songdo, Chemulpo and Wohm.ii 

A goodly number of war-correspondents have arrived on the scene 
and more are expected. They are having difficulty in securing tbeu 
crcdw-utiule from Tokyo. Several of them have gone uorth without then 
papers, trusting, probably, that these will come on Ister. Horse Rest 
is soaring, one Korean refusing to sell his animal for less tlian Ycr 
WJ- Japanese interpreters have been in brisk demand, some getting 
as high as Yen 200 a month for following the war with correspondents 
Mr. jack London who represents the Hearst syndicate had a hare 
time in getting here. He succeeded »r. making Alokpo In small coasting 
steamers bat from there he bad to come in a sampan. He made Kunsut 
in twenty-seven hours but from thereto Chemulpo occupied five day*, 
owing to strong head winds and rough seas. 

Ail through the month persistent rumors have been circulating t© 
the effect that the Russians had cros*ed the Yalu. About the 20th ol 
•February Major Tog© together with six gendarmes and two interpreter* 
were seized by the Russians at Wiju. These Japanese were on a scout¬ 
ing lonr bat were not technically within the Russian lines, so they will 
doubtless be treated a# prisoners of wax. Theu it was reported that the 
Russians were id dumgju some two thousand strong while 400 more 

were in Kama. Thai scouts were seen opposite the river from An ju 

and at last reports Russian vldettes were seen by Japanese between 
Pyeagyang and Anju but both side* retired without attacking. The 
telegraph wires were cut betwecu Pyengyang and Anju. It is the 
thought that the Ru<si«ns will attempt to impede the progress of Japan- 
«»e toward the Yala »o as to gain time and prevent the Japaue.se utiliz¬ 
ing ice to cross that nver. in her unprepared state every day's delay 
means mach to Russia and this policy is quite easy tc understand. Ic 
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spite of the Rtiwums being in Anjn the Americans, a* lh* Unuui minm 
rattle down to Pyengyaag on the 24th- It is nol known yet whether 
they got out before the Russians appeared. in the vicinity or whether they 
came through the Russian, lines. 

At midiughi of the 23rd of February the final.seal was pat npen the 
Korea-Japan alliance, whereby, among other things Korea grants 
Japan leave »o use her territory iu the present campaign against 
Russia, Japan guarantees Korea her independcace subject to certain 
conditions necessary under the circumstances. There are those who 
claim that Korean independence is a tlmig of the past, and It in true 
that for the ame being ri. is slightly adumbrated by the coming of tne 
Japanese but it remains to be seen whether, after the present crisis ia 
over. Japan will not accord tc Keren the seme degree of genuine in¬ 
dependence as the United- States has .granted Cuba. It will depend 
much upon Korea herself whether this desirable goal is even reached;’ 
If she proves that there are Koreans capable of carrying on an enlight¬ 
ened administration here Irer chances of real independence niav be 
good, bnt the future alone can decide this. Of me thing there »an be 
little doubt, that the present action of Korea gives promise of better 
things in the future Hum any other action could have done. It is a 
right step if rightly followed up. It may-not be a satisfactory situation 
fur the Koreans to contemplate but it is a necessary result of coquetting 
with Russia, from whom she has nothing to hope and every thing to 
fear. 

ft is said, with what truth we do not know, that when a person is 
being fascinated by a snake it causes hiui an unpleasant shock when 
a third party cotnes irt and breaks the spell. Whether the simile 
applies we leave it for’our readers to determine. 

The need for Japanese barracks has caused some commotion in 
Seoul. Every Japanese house is full, halt the Government barracks 
and nineteen other public buildings are crowded, among them all the 
Government schools. 

On the night of the Vi Vong-ik was taken to Chemulpo by the 
Japanese und put on hoard a brut bound for Japan. The country is 
chat rid of a tuati who though poxs«««*d of u c*rtoin degree of ability 
baa done very much to bring the Kureuc government into difficulties. 
Ele was detested by the common people and baled by officials. It shows 
his ability that, without any family backing, he held his own so'long 
against the almost unanimous opposition of the official class. We will 
rive a resurnA of bis his career later. 

About the :rtth Yi Keun-tak, ouc of ihc lending pro-Ruvsiaur, left 
Seoul for the countrv. having seen ail his promi^s of Russian beip fall 
to the ground. I-Iyfin Sang-geua is said to be in asylum in one of the 
Foreign begutions. Hr. is probably safer there than in bis own home 
at this juncture. It is ft credit to the Japanese iba: this radical change 
has been effected without bloodshed among Korean officials. In lime 
these men who have deceived the Emperor so long may be brought to 
hook but if so it will be by proper process of law. 
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TJie pwMlan* guild dropped to pieces, like a house of cards. They 
were evidently a pack of cowards intent, only upon plunder if the up- 
partunitv should, conn:. 

As a rule the Japanese soldiers are very orderly hut we were sorry 
to hear that an American lady while passing through the Japanese 
quarter on the 25th. was struck violently in the back by a Japanese 
soldier who was off duty. It seems to be best for foreign Indio- 
to go about either ia chairs or rickshas rather that on iooi at such 
a time as this. Tl>ere is no doubt that the Japanese authorities have 
every intention of keeping exemplary order among the troops but 
it is the hesl thing to give as little opportunity as possible-to the 
Japanese soldiers to show incivility by refainiug from walking about 
among them more than is altsoiulely necessary. 

We -were sorry to learn that Dr. O R. Avatou'a two youngest 
children were bitten by a pet dog which died later under very suspicion*, 
circumstances. It is not absolutely certain that the dog was rabid 
but Dr. A vibon has taken the children to Nagasaki to be treated at 
(he Pasteur Institute there. 

It has been repeatedly stated that the Korean troops are to join 
the Japanese in the present campaign and as the month draws to 
an end it begins to look as if it were true. Oo the 27th. it v,&* 
stated that after the funeral of the ^neen Dowager several thousand 
will go north. 

Telegraphic news from the north on the 27th slated that Russian 
forces crossing Ma-jun Pass in the north were opposed by Korean 
soldiers aud several of the lane’ were killed. 

.On the twenty-sixth the Japanese asked the Korean government 
to permit them to build a railroad between Seoul and Wiju. Up 
to the time of gtong to press the reply bad not been given but there 
cao be no doubt that it will l*e given. It is believed that the Japanese 
contemplate beginning the construction of tlie rood very soon. 

Koreans of certain classes are reaping a golden harvest by the 
coining of the Japanese. Coolies who received about thirty sen a aay 
are now receiving Yen 3 per day for carrying loads north. From 
tbis amount thirty ecn arc deducted and given to the foreman t>£ 
each gang. There are certain other fees to paid out of it but at 
the very least they get Yen 2 a day for their labor. The sudden 
demand for Korean money to u?e in the country is what has driven 
exchange to its present figure. It will spell ruir. to many a Korean 
woo receives his twenty or thirty Korean dollars a month, for pnees 
remain at the point where they were when exchange was double wlui; 
it is dow. It is easy to push prices up but hare to pull them down 
again. 

One of the Korean refugees in Tokyo has given Y'cn 10.000 to '.he 
Japanese war fond. 

The Japanese seem to be prepared for every contingency. They 
are masters of detail aud they may t>e depended upon to know wbat their 
resource* are and how- to utilize them at any moment. It is this ability 
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to handle large bodlea of men wish ease and facility that aognrs well for 
their Boccesa Seme one put it very well the other flay when he said 
that the Russians are stubborn fighters but each man mn«l be given 
a definite command at every move while with the Japanese each man. 
while thoroughly amenable to orders, i» an intellegent fighter and 
bis head as well as hi* muscle*. 

It has been said that when the American*! in Pyongyang find it 
necessary to remove from that place they will be sent to Shangha: ratbeT 
than to Seoul, for if the need should arise of foreigners leaving Seoul as 
well there would he double work. It is to be hoped that war will work 
northward rather than southward. 

All Russian property in Seoul wm put in careot -the 'French when 
the Russians left Seoul. 

For a ft* days it was rather (iifficnlt to get mail out of Korea but as 
»oon as the landing of troops begat in earnest, the returning transports 
began to carry mail nearly every diy to japan. 

The Chief Eunuch, Kang S*ik-ho ( who has been strongly pro- 
Rjsfciiui in bib sympathies is reported to be about to make a protracted 
visit to the country. 

Min Sang-bo. the popular chief of the Postal and Telegraph Bureau 
baa resigned and Yi Ila-yQng has taken his place. 

On Feb. 2Htli the rather star!ling news arrived in Seoul that fifty' 
Russian cavalrymen appeared outside the north gate of Pyeng-vatig 
□ear the tomb of Kija. They were tired upon by the Japanese guards 
at the gate. They returned the fire bnt soon retired in the direction they 
had come. Only a part of the Anicrieaus living in Sun-chuu arrived in 
Pyang-yaog before this skirmish, took place and there is some anriety 
as to their condition. It is said Ihe Russians are treating the natives 
very well in th« north and there very little danger that these fiweign- 
er* will be molested. 
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In spite of the oath that he had taken, the young kin* 
built a separate shrine to bis father and worshiped at it in 
the same manner as at :he ancestral temple. This was in ac¬ 
cord with the letter o. the oath, for he religiously refrained 
front calling his father by that name. He likewise honored 
the memory of his father by decreeing that if anyone men¬ 
tioned the fact that he had been enclosed in a box and starved 
to death it would mean death. He banished the son of the 
princess who had encompassed bis father's death. The high¬ 
handed Hong Io-hau who had worked so hard to prevent his 
accession was first banished to Y’d-san and enclosed in a thorn 
hedge, and then was poisoned by royal edict. 

Being without issne, the king, at the instigation of his 
mother, took a concubine, the sister of one of his favorites. 
Hoag Kuk-yung. This resulted very unfortunately, for 
when this concubine died her father was drawn into treason¬ 
able operations. 

Many of the present customs of Korea date from this 
reign. The king first made the law that after the closing 

of the gates, they could not be opened except by special permis¬ 
sion from himself. 

It was in his first vear that the scholar Kwdn Chul-sin 

* 

gathered about him a compjuy of disciples and went to a 
mountain rcireal to study. They possessed one copy of a 
Christian work. This they diligently studied, and one and all 
determined to adopt the belief there inculcated. So far as 
they understood it. they practiced its teachings in secret. 

Two years later the king took as a second concubine the. 
daughter of Yuu Cb’aug-yitn, and Houg the father* of the 
first concubine, because of his opposition to it, was banished. 
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Up this cintf very :-jw officials Had been drawn from the 
northern provinces or from Song do. but now the king decreed 
that they tvere as worthy to receive office as any others and 
said tha: they should share m the gifts ot the government. 
He ordered th.i; a record be kept of all the decisions in coun¬ 
cil ami that tr.vv be preserved in a book called the 11-ueuk-rok. 

Those were da vs of severe famine in the land and the king 
did all in his power To relieve the distress, giving from his 
private treasure large quantities of silver bullion, black pepper 
and dye wood, things o: gre.it value in Korea. 

In the year 17^5 strange rumors were -.float. It was said 
that war had been declared against Korea by some foreign 
power which was about to throw an ijumen.se army into the 
peninsula. No one knew where it was to come from, but 
many believed ii was Japan. The excitement grew so strong 
that crowds oi people flea to the country, and so great W3S 
the influx into the southern provinces that real estate rose 
rapidly in value. Such was the haste of these deluded people 
that on the road families became separated and children were 
lost. Out ot pity for the latter the king iouuded au asylum 
in Seoul for their maintenance. 

Vi Tuk-cho of KvOng-ju was one of the men who had 
accepted the teachings of the Roman Catholic 1 nooks and in 
this year he induced a young attach^ oi the embassy to 
Peking to look up the roijislouuriea there 2nd get such light as 

be coald on tbe subject. This voting mac, Yi Sung-bun, met 
at Peking the Portugese Alexandre de (»ovea of the Francis¬ 
can order. He accepted Christianity and was baptized under 
the name af Pierre. He brought back wilh him many books, 
crones, images and other neligious emblems, Some of these, 
he gave to Yi Tuk-cho who redoubled his studies and at the 
*ame time began to do suae prosdyting. Two of his most 
celebrated converts were two brothers Kwiio Ch'ul-sin and 
Kwftn Il-sin of Yang-geun. thirty miles from Seoul. This 
town is called the birth-place of Roman Catholicism in Korea. 
Yi Tuk-cho took the baptismal name of Jean Baptiste and 
kwiin ll-sin that of Francois Xavier. The propagation of 
the Christian faith. Boon began in Seoul and from there rap¬ 
idly spread itr the sourh. 

Tn i;S5 iUe Minister oi Justice began active operations 
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against ihc ticw faith and in the third moon of that year a 
courtier memorialized the king on the subject This caused 
the defection of many of the converts. 

In 1786 Kin! Yi-so informed the king ti"it when envoys 
came hack from China they brought in their train uiauv Cath¬ 
olic books, which earned a 'conflagration" n the country, 
and lie denounced it as a bad religion. He said the books 
were flooding the laud and that the only way to stop it was to 
make Eui-ju, on the border, a customs port and have ali bag¬ 
gage strictly examined before biiug allowed to pass. 

Many Chinese had settled on Sin island off Eui-iu but 
the Koreans on the adjacent mainland res'. nted it. They col¬ 
lected a considerable band of men and crossed to the island 

whert* ihev burned all the bonses of the settler* and desiroved 
• 0 

all their property. When the king heard of it he condemned 
it as a brutal outrage. This year was marked by one of the 
most destructive scourges that ever visited the country. 
Cholera swept the land from end to end. It is asserted that 
37t\y‘9 people perished, among whom was the infant Crown 
Prince The government found it necessary to undertake ihe 
work of interment The king gave out fiom ’.he dispensary 
29.000 pills, and in Seoul alone there were 8,149 recoveries. 
Knowing as we do the frightful ravages oi this disease when 
it takes a virulent turn, the fact that there were over 8,000 re¬ 
coveries in Seoul indicates that lucre mwcil have been at least 

60,000 deaths. Probably this was more than half the popula¬ 
tion of the city at that time. It was during Ibis same year 
that the great mound in Kang-dong, P'\ uii.r-au Province, 
was found. It is some 6>*o feet iu circnmfeience. It was 
called, from the first, the grave of the Tan-gun, though there 
i* of course no evidence to show that this i> more than the 
merest fancy. 

The king had a half brother named Prince Euti-on for 
•whom be had a great affection : but Hong Kuk-Yuug whose 
daughter had beet) the king’s first concubine and had violent¬ 
ly opposed a secoad union, now conspired with two other 
choice spirits with a view to putting Priuce Eun-ou on the 
throne. The vigilant Queen Mother discovered the plot and 
the conspirators were executed. All likewise demanded the 
death of the young priuce but to this the king would not 
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listen T T »; o'» forced to banish him to Qneluart. but a short 
lime after had him brought back as far asKing-wha. where 
comfortable quarters were provided lor him. 

The king interdicted the use oi silk excepting by verv 
high officials and by very old people. lie set up stores to 
mark the place wlieic the- gicLt-j'iandfatlierof T’Jt-jo Tft-waug 
hail lived, where his grandfather had fished and where that 
king himself had oner lived in Ham-gy-fi ig Province. Some¬ 
one found in F’yfnt' ch’ang, Ham-gyring Prov’tice. the grave 
of TTi-;o Tfi wane - great-grand mol her and the king had it 
repi red aru guarded. 

t'p to vital dale the woutcu had beer accustomed to wear 
the* hair ;u a great bunch on lop of the head as female profes¬ 
sional mourners do lo-dav in Korea. Large amounts ol false 
hair were used and it was decorated with long pins and with 
.lowers. It is said tha: a full headdress cost as much as llie 
icruis'rir.gs of a r.ousr Tin- king ordered a change in this 
expensive custom, and since that day onlv mourners and 
palace women have been allowed to weir them. 

The city of Su-ivun dates its importauec from the year 
for at that time the king removed his lather’s grave to 
that place and went there several times to sacrifice. He 
secretly called bis banished brother from K w.g wha, but when 
his mother learned of it she made such au ado about it that be 
was Min to send him back. At Ham-heung. n :ar the ancestral 

seat of the d) uast* there was an immense tree, so large that 
Icc men holding each other's hands could but just encircle 
it. The shadow which it oast was “A hundred furrows 
wide.” So goes th =* story. The king had it enclosed in 
a wall, as being the place where. Ins great ancestor practiced 
archery. 

The year 1791 will always fx- uit movable for the persecu¬ 
tion of the Roman Catholics. During the preceding year 
the Roman Catholic converts had sent a man to Peking to ar¬ 
range for the coming of a priest who could administer the sa¬ 
craments, for the Koreans had been strictly forbidden by the 
Catholic authorities in China to administer them among them¬ 
selves without the services of a regularly consecrated priest. 
At the same time certain important question* about ancestor 
worship were asked. A prics.1 was promised to the Korean 
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church but the answer** to the questions about anevator wor- 
ship were very unsatisfactory to the Koreans and in conse¬ 
quence there were many defections. It is much to the credit 
of the RoniHn propaganda tbit from the verv first it set its 
face hard against the practice of ancestor wor-h-.p. In :ht 
fifth moon it is said the “flame ot Roman Catholicism burned 
high.” In other words it was discovered then what had been 
going on quietly for many years. Two u>eii of Chin-san in 
ChuMa Province were caught and ks.led because thev had 
burned their ancestral nbiets. It was only after long discus¬ 
sion and with great 1 esnatiou that the order was given for 
their decapitation, and at the very last moment, after the men 
bad already been carried to the place of execution, the king 
Changed his mind and sent a reprieve: but it was too late. The 
king called the new religion not Ch ’Cin-ju-hak or “Religion of 
the Lord of Heaven,” hut Sa hak or “The Deceiving Re¬ 
ligion.” The Minister Chod Che-gong advised the king to an¬ 
nihilate all Roman Catholics, but the king answered, "We 
must do it by elevating Confucianism.” He had found the 
only rational way to deal with religious dift^ren^s. Hesaid. 
in substance, let the fittest survive. Thi* is all that Chris¬ 
tianity asks in any laud, and the opposition of it by force 
a.ways has been and always will be an acknowledgment of in¬ 
feriority. The king knew well that China was the source 

from which the new influence* came and he made a very strict 

law against the bringing across the border o( Christian books. 
An edict was promulgated threatening with punishment all 
who did not deliver up their Christian books within twenty 
days, and the prefect of*jChin-san, where the two men h:d 
-been working, was cashiered and Sforty-ihe other prefects 
were degraded one or two degrees, because Christian converts 
were numerous in theirdistricts. The Roman Cataolic writers 
attribute the numerous defections at this time to the entire 
lack of pastoral care, .the absence of the sacraments and the 
paucity of Christian literature. 

The king did uot live up to his advanced ideas about us¬ 
ing physical foTCe to combav Christianity, for in the eleventh 
eood of this year four high officials who had embraced Chris¬ 
tianity were seized aud put to death, together with a consider¬ 
able number of the common people^ 
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J:i ( ~~j: Uit po; c furismlly put the cart of the Korean 
church in iru- Ijmiuj* the Bishop of Peking 

Sncriii. i-s wr-re offi rt-«i .it the tombs of Tan-gnn, Ki-ja, 
Sii-m-rtinii: cl c founder of Kaiak * and of T'iS-jo Tfi-waiig, 
'•Vi’ttntr i!'!*- •**>•» -ioru. to aid iti combatting Christianity we 
ct :tot mid 'nit u is not improbable. This was a rime of 
general vrcspvrr.v ii'if-g :ik people aud it witnessed a 
rajud im; 7 vi*e :» the population of Korea, These things 
"■'.-re “'••n-enved bv the strong colonizing spiril which spr ing 
ho. Tiuufsn.ils r.m'ked northwsird to the banks of the Viilu 
ami ro the ’**’.aijcs «.*•: the cvast. and the area of arable hind 
"‘.is largely iucrr:i*i-d. Two vears later this period ol pros- 
per'.iy Terminated si: a terrible famine in all the southern and 
centrV. province*., and the government was obliged todisje t:e 
oo bn(•' ol iiu- jiiione the sufferers. This same year 

envois from the L.u Kiu Islands were well received. The 
King told them that two hundred years before f,iu Kiu offici¬ 
als had been gives! honorary titles by 'hr king of Korea. In 
view or the friendlv relations tliat had always existed be¬ 
tween Korea and these islands, the envoys were feasted ;>nd 
sent oil in grand style. Latt in this same year, 1794. 
Chinese Roman Catholic priest Tsiou crossed the Yaln and 
entered Korea, The government was aware of it and his ar¬ 
rest was ordered, but be escaped from Seoul in disguise. Two 
ol ills companions were taken, and as they refused to give 
information as to his whereabouts they wcic immediately put 
to death. At the time of his coming the Catholics estimate 
th »t there were 4.00 beiivers in Korea, but within a very few’ 
years the number increased to 6,coo. 

The year 1756 was signalised by a most important event 
in ti e licit: of letters In :he beginning of the dynasty a fttrui 
of 100.00c pieces of moveable cupper types bad been cast, and 
these had been supplemented soon alter by 200.000 more. 
Now the king hegajj to add to them, first he pnt-out 50,0m 
and a year later he added 150,000 more; then 80,000 more 
were made, and moveable wooden types were made to the 
number of 320,00:*. Already during this reigu the following 
works had appeared. "The Gradation oi Penalties,” “A 
Ooumieniary on the Chinese Classics,” "The Proper Conduct 
of the king,” ‘Tae Record of the Decisions in Council." 
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“On Korean Customs,’* “Or. Military Tactics," *‘Oi> Forms 
of Official Correspondence,” "On the Science of Govern¬ 
ment." These Were now followed by several editions of 
military and Cdnfocian works, one of which was a digest of 
all the Confucian Classics ill ninety-nine volumes. The King 
was a great lovfer of books and gathered all the best books 
that could be procured. One work whose publishing he 
superintended in person reached the modest number of 191 
volumes. 

The Minister of Finance advised the minting of five-cash 
pieces but all the officials united in a protest against it and 
advised retrenchment as the alternative. In this they were 
right, for the policy of meeting a deficit by minting money 
could not bat be disastrous. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


A peculiar plague....a peculiar remedy... .a new king . various re¬ 
form*. .. .beginning of the policy of Roman Catholic opposition ... 
Christianity and politics... .causes of opposition .. .prisons full.... 

Chinese evangelist killed_a traitorous letter intercepted... end 

of the persecution.... conflagration. . eight severe charges_the 

miners' relwlHon... of ChAng-jn_the mine explode. ... 

Catholics send to Peking for a priest... a long list of Calamities.... 
cholera... .tases remitted.... Europeans fail to eater Korea.... aine 
years'famine .. terrible suffering... a new king . reform..., 
French prietts enter Korea .. .the persecution of 1839 .. .the first 
French naval expedition against Korea... The Koreans answer the 
French charges .. a new Ling . . it fur o>s.... rapid spread wf 
Christianity . consternation upon hearing of the fall of Peking ... 
auoteworthy memorial .. panic ...a good opportunity lost—a 
womeu'sriot. 

In 1799 a peculiar plague broke out in P’yeng-yang and 
spread with great rapidity. It began with fever aud ague, 
accompanied by a congb, and death was very sudden. The 
king decided that if people so afflicted should eat beef they 
would recover. So he ordered-cattle to be killed and the beef 
to be distributed among the people. The plague suddenly 
ceased aud the people have always believed that it was the 
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nun vclous- acumen of the king dial enabled him to see the 
remedy and •*•.»;> the ravages uf the disease. 

Early in : boo lie made his sou heir to the throne, and 
none too soon, for in the sixth moon he sickened and died, 
11 r-. <aid that his death was caused by his mourning over tbe 
lerr’ol-fate of !i : .s father, whose cruel and untimely death 
preyed upon his mind. Others say tint the cause of bis death 
was a malignant boil. 

Thr infant king, known by his posthumous tilie of Sun- 
jo Ta-wang. ivn o: too tender an age to undertake ’.he duties 
of royaliv and s.i the government was administered during 
his minority by his grandmother, the woman who had wield¬ 
ed 'lull a strong influence over his father. She began by in¬ 
stituting various reforms. Outside the West Gate, which was 
then some distance to the west of the present Xew Gate, 
there was a monastery where sorceresses and fortune-tellers 
congregated. The Queen Mother drove them ali out and 
razed the monastery to the ground. The tax by which the 
palace body-guard was kept up was very distasteful to the 
people and it was now remit led. Up 10 this time the 
government medical dispensary had beeu supported by re¬ 
venue in money or herbs from the country, but this tax was 
al^o remitted. If we may believe the records when they say 
that she freed all the government slaves, we can not but con¬ 
fess that in some directions at least this Queen Regent was 
of exceeding liberal mind. 

It is from the year 1S01 that we may date the determin¬ 
ed and systematic opposition on the part of the government 
against the Roman Catholic propaganda in the peninsula. 
Two other factions had grown tip in Seoul, the Si and the 
P> flk. The latter were violent opponents of the new religion 
but they had been held in check by the neutral attitude of the 
iatc king. But now he was dead, aud the Queen Regent, 
being a member of that faction, determined to give full rein 
to the auli-Christian prejudices of her partisans. It must be 
remembered that the Koreans were extremely sensitive to 
outside influences. The terrible invasion of the Japanese on 
the one hand and of the Maachus on the other had made the 
Koreans bate ul] suggestions oi commerce with tbe outside 
world, aud they sedulously avoided every possible contact 
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with foreigners. This is one of the maw causes oi the op¬ 
position to Christianity. But besides this, they had been tola 
that Roman Catholicism struck at the ve:y foundation oi the 
stale and was mere than likely to assume a political aspect, a 
charge which, from the very claims which it puts forth to 
universal temporal as well as spiritual sovereignty, would be 
somewhat hard to refute. We cat) scarcely wonder thee that 
there was severe opposition to it. It was looked upon as a 
danger which menaced the state. It is said that Roman 
Catholicism had assumed large ptoportion* in Korea. Mnoy 
were now seized and put to de&tli. Among them were eh.vfii 
high official-. Release was granted in case the accused, would 
Consent to curse Christ. The agents of this persecution went 
everywhere haling forth believer? front citv and village. Soon 
the prisons were running over. Eleven men were exec.died 
in April and fourteen in the following month. It is said that 
two princesses who had adopter, the foreign taith were put to 
death. It was at this time that Tsiou. the Chinese evangelist, 
whom the Koreans call Chit Mun-mo was seized and put to 
death outside the Littl^ West Gate. He had at first fieri 
north to the Vain and was or. the point of crossing, when he. 
suddenly thought better of it, turned back, gave himself up 
and heroically tret his death. 

V 

A Korean named Whang Sa-yong had oeeu instruments- 
in bringing this Chinaman to preach the faith to h's fellow- 
countrymen. Now that the evangelist was executed this 
Whang seat out a letter to the European residents of China 
asking that a military expedition be gotten tip to come to the 
shores of Korea, overthrow thr dynasty and set tip another in 
sympathy with the Christian faith. This ietter was inter¬ 
cepted. the man seized and cruelly torn to pieces. As to the 
accuracy o? these statements it would be rash to vouch. The 
contents of that letter may or may not have been what i r - 

gene rally believed by the Koreans, biu judging from tnc active 

interest which Huronean governments rightly take in mission¬ 
aries from the.r shores, it is not unlikely that the letter con¬ 
tained substantially what is here stated. The persecution 
terminated the ’allowing year when the government ordered 
the execution oi those already H'jpseheabcd but ordered tea; 
no more Caristiaus be proceeded against. Between three aud 
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four hundred people had perished and tb; church seemed to 
have been crushed. 

It was in tlii'- year i 3 o> that a terrir'.e conriigration 
swept P'yQng-yang. and a thousand houses were destroyed. 
It was repeated the follow!.ag year, and it is asserted that al¬ 
most the entire citv was destroyed. 

Upon the death of the <2«een Regent in 1805 the last rt ‘ rn ‘ 
naut of persecution ceased and even lhe law which prohibit¬ 
ed the import oi liook* was allowed to Temnrn a dead letter. 
Corruption in government circles ran riot. The stale oi 
things is well epitomized 111 a memorial which was sent in at 
this time. f: J The Ministers spend ail tneir lime reading- 
hooks. (21 Xecotism and bribery are the rtue rather than 
the exception. (31 The judges sir and wait for bribes. I4I 
The examiners of the candidate*.' papers receive money in 
advance, and merit can make no he id wav against cupidity. 
15) The censors have been struck dumb. f6> The prefects 
do nothing hot extort money from :he oeople. (71 Luxury 
<ans the strength and wealth of the land. (») The whole 
common wealth is diseased and rotten to the core. 

The year *. 5 11 is marked by an uprising in the north, 
where. Hong Kyong n -1 attemofed ro set up 3 kingdom of his 
own. He was a resident of P‘yu::g-an Province ana was a man 
of enormous wealth. He was disaffected against tnr* govern¬ 
ment because the men of his section were dis-eriimnated against 
in the distribution of offices: so be couicTrcd with the miners 
who were engaged in digging gold in various places, and he 
told them an exaggerated s*.ofv of how ill they were being 
treated by the government El? hy pronoMiuj that, aa 

he had enough money for them aih they set up a kingdom ot 
tfieir own. Toe hardy miners. s,:>oo n number, accepted the 
proposal with alacrity and war was on 'oot. This company of 
undrilled bur hardy miner*- were formidable and at first carried 
everything before them. They ftrat took the town ot Cbftr.g- 
ju, putting r > d-tth the prefect and hi* whole family. 
When news oi inis reached Seoul fhe king appointed V: Vo* 
Ii^n as general-in-chief agtir.sT thr rebels. Five thousand 
"oid’ers were given him with which todothework. IIsacred 
in a characteristic manner, settled himself comfortably at the 
governor's house outside the New G.ite and called it the 
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headquarters. From that point at sent to the front Generals 
5 fi Kum-bo, Kim Kye on and Pak Keui-p'uny. Meanwhile 
the rebels were carrying everything before them. Ch'ui-san, 
Ka-san, Song-ch’tiu, Yong ch'iin, Pak-ch*uo and Son-ehT.n 
fell in quick succession All the gnvernmeui -irovisions auc 
arms fell into Their hands The main r.mip of the rebels was 
in the vicinity of An-ju and they wished to lake that place. 
Here they met with strenuous opposition and it was only alter 
0 desperate struggle that they ever took the town. It took 
ten days to reduce the place; but the back boneoi the revolt 
was broken before the government troops Irnm .Seoul arrived 
on the scene. The various captains and local commanders 
joined their forces, and by the time the government troops had 
collected in P'ynng-yar.g ihe rebels had been driven into their 
last remaining fortfess, Cln’*ng-jli ( and were being held in 
siege. During the retreat of the rebels four of Hong's lieu¬ 
tenants were captured and. being senl to Seoul, were there 
summarily executed. The reduction of Chung-jtt by siege 
was a work of Some time, and the king becoming impatient 
supplanted Gen. Pak Kye-p‘ting and put Gen. Yu Hyo-wun 
m his? place. The latter immediately decided to attempt to 
blow up the town of Chrlug-jn. Constructing n fence, or bar 
tier of some kind, a hundred and fifty paces from the wail, he 
began, under cover of this, to mine the wall, supporting the 
passage with beams of wood. When he had exteuded the 
passage well under the wall he placed a large amount of 
powder in it and attached a long fuse. After igniting the ruse 
the soldiers ah hastened out of the mine. No explosion fol¬ 
lowed. No one dared to go in, for rear that the fuse might be 
burning Slowly and that the mine might explode while they 
were within. After waiting two days, and finding no one 
who would venture in. Gen. Yu hun.-elf enttred and found 
that the fuse had become wet. 11c remedied the difficulty 
and soon there was a tremendous explosion that tore down o 
long stretch of the wall and buried many ot the garrison in 
the debris. Tl;e place was soon taken. Hong was caught. 
l, The Man who Would be King," and his bead was sent to 
Seoul. 

The Christians had now begun to recover in some measure 
from the terrible persecution o: iSo: and a r,an was sent to 
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Peking to urge that a qualified priest be sent lo Korea, but 
trie Peking church itself was in great vicissitudes and no help 
could he promised 

prom this time on the reign was on: 'long li*t of calami¬ 
ties winch followed thick and last upon each other. '.u 
there was a serious rebellion oil the island of Quelpart; in 
ift ;± occurred one o: thoee fearful famines that sometimes 
happen in the southern provinces; thi- was followed by a iiood 
in Kvung-saug Province wrveh wrecked thousand*, of houses 

end cost many Live*.. Seoul w*“ without ric* and the govern- 

ner.t had roopen its grajtariv.- and sell at starvation rates;; 
414,000 hags o: grain were distributed to '.he sufferers in the 
country and i>,coo.ooo cash. 5.000 pounds of dye-wood and 
too pounds of black -.wipper were donated toward reiief. The 
next year thousands who had been made destitute by the 
famine nocked to Seoul an 6 the government had to feed ti cm 
till the barley crop was harvested: then the native fever, a 
Lind o: typhus, broke out and mowed the people down, and 
th’- government had to erect pest houses for their accom¬ 
modation. In iS;b two thousand bouses fell in a freshet 
in Ch'ung-chnng Province and the government gave timber 
to help the people rebuild. The year 1S21 beheld one of the 
most terrible scourges of cholera that the country ever ex¬ 
perienced. It began in the north, and sweeping southward 
soon involved the capital. Ten thousand people died in Seoul 
in ten days. In the south it was equally destructive. 1 he 
government was obliged to appoint a commission to attend^ to 
the interment of the dead bodies along the road. The follow¬ 
ing year it br.^ke otit again-with unbated fury. Houses were 
built at intervals along the rends, by the government! for the 
sake of those who. might be struck down with the plague while 
traveling and gangs oi men were kept busy along the main 
road burying the dead. It even crossed to the island of Quel- 
par 1 where r\*o thousand j»ruplc died. In 1624 the govern¬ 
ment had to reuiil by..400 bags of revenue grain in the north 
because of the depredations of robber hands. 

In 1*27 the Crown Prince was appointed deputy king 
and the same vtai a son was hum to him But troubles con¬ 
tinued. The government was obliged to remit taxes of sea¬ 
weed, salt, ginseng and fish in Kang wun Province. The fol- 
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lowing year a terrible freshet swept away whole villages in 
Ham-gyung Province and the king sent large rjuautitie-> ol 
grain to feed the destitute rhVre. 

Still troubles multiplied thick and fast. In tSj.o ihr 
Crown Pr nee died. He is the grandfather of the present 
Emperor of Korea. The son who had beau bom to him is 
koown as the TS wBn gun, who died m the spring of itiy.S. 
The building in which the body of this Crown Prince was 
placed burned to the ground and nothing but the charred 
bones of the pi'iucc were recovered. Two years later, in i « 3 - 
ar. English vessel appeared ofi ilcii?*’ 11 and its captain. P»isil 
Hall, sent the king a letter saying that he had come to trade, 
but the king refused permission. As the dag of the ship bore 
the device “Religion o: Jesus Christ," some Roman Catholic 
converts boarded her, but when tliuy found that they were 
prole slants they neat a hasty retreat. 1: is said that several 
boxes of books were landed and that some of ' term were sent 
to the kiug, who promptly returned them. The foreigners 
who made this attempt to enter Koiea were Gr.ulaff and 
Lindsay. 

During this year there were destructive fires and floods, 
but the. greatest calamity of all was a famine that began at 
that time and cootimied for nine successive years, each year 
being accompanied with cholera. It is said that bodies were 
piled in heaps Inside the. South Gate. Many people are still 
living w’ho remember that terrible time. The next year, in 
addition tofamineandplague, ihc palace burned down, iti the. 
following year there was a devastating epidemic of native 
fever in Seoul, ard a flood in Kui-jn which wrecked 2.oco 
houses. • Thai summer, the people driven wilh hunger 
mobbed the government granaries but found nothing in them- 
They laid ‘he blame or. the Prime Minister and threatened 
his life. He fled precipitately to the country. 

In the last moon of 1S34 the king died and his grandson 
a boy nine years o'.d came to cite throne. Tie i» known a> 
Hon jong Ta-waug. His grandmother Kim became regent. 
She is" known as Sun-wdn Whang-ho. She iinniriiiate.lv began 
a work of reiorm. The law that made the relalivesbf prefects' 
clerks liable to punishment for theit crimes whs abrogated. 
Many burdensome tastes were remitted. The government 
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revenue collectors were kept to a strict account for all Ihe 
n:ouie*: passing through their hands. A conspiracy, boded 
by f,, ir Warn Ong-jung, was pift down with a strong hand. 
The ivopie were commanded not to slaughter their cattl- for 
food, for the orlv hope for future crops was the cattle, with¬ 
out which the land could no: f>e rifled. All prelects were cum- 
mxided have regular office hours during which they should 
attend in government business exclusively. 

in j.s*, p C pe Gregory XVI had aiade Korea a bishopric 
and appointed M Hrngniere ns liv-lmp A Chinaman named 
u who was then in lin rope was appointed tonccompany him to 
Korea Thi- man Vu went ahead and found means of enter- 
iuy Korea secretly. M. Bruyuiere worked three years in the 
aitempt to enter the country by way of the north across the 
Yalu an: at ln-t died on the very corder. Yu who bad pre¬ 
ceded him desired to Imld stijirt-nii.* jxjwer in the Korean 
church, and so put obstacles in the wav of the entrance of the 
Bishop But in the following vear Pierre Philibert Maubant, 
who had been appointed to Korea, succeeded in entering the 
conn!rv and be?m work in Seoul at ouce. but of course in 
secret. By >737 two other French priest*: had arrived, includ¬ 
ing Bishop Imbert. It is said trial at the time of his arrival 
there wt re 9.000 adherents of the Roimn Catholic church. 

While the king was still but iourt=en years old. ic it\>v, 
there occurred a crml persecution of the Catholics. Three 
toreigners were in Korea, as we have seen, nod they were 
known to the Koreans as Pom Se hyibiig, Na-h:l Do-ru and 
Ch'uig-fl Kak-bnk-i. 

The per-edition began as usual with 1 change of ministry. 

\ i ('hi 6n became Hrim* Minister. He hated Christianity and 
averred that the reason whv there were so many Christians 
vus that the work of exU ; rnnnation tad not beeu ihorougiy 
earned out in 1S01. He demanded a house to house inspec¬ 
tion. Tins was done and soon the prisons were full to over- 
flowing. Hundreds were cruel',v beaten, but the yamen* 
runricT* were not allowed to loot the houses of the prisoners. 

which cooled their ardor not a little Finally the three 

• 

foreigners were arrested. Bring ordered to leave the coun¬ 
try they 5 rmly n-lnsed. Thereupon they were declared high 
criminals and were executed on bept. 21st, 1 &30. Tiiib was 
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followed by still severer prosecutions and even the Koreans 
themselves grew tired of the horrors that were enacted. It 
is said that seventy were decapitated ana that sixty died of 

beating and stT»ngulation. This i* hut a fraction however of 
those who perished iu consequence of this -persecution. 

The last ten years of the reign were marked principally 
br events connected with the Roman Catholic propaganda. 
In 1S44 two more French priests entered the country by way 
of Quclpart after a most difficult and hazardous passage from 
China in a Korean ’link. Two years later the French 
government sent a message to Korea by a gun-boat, com¬ 
plaining of the death of the three Frenchmen and threaten¬ 
ing her with punishment if these cruel actions were contin¬ 
ued. This only excited the Koreans the more against Christ¬ 
ianity. for it seemed to imply that Roman Catholicism had 
behind it a temporal power, and was ihbefore of political 
significance. In consequence of this a new outbreak occur¬ 
red which cost the lives of several more Koreans, while the 
two priests were obliged to- hide away very closely in the 
country. 

Iu the summer of 1847 two French boats, the frigate 
la Moire and the corvette la Vicloticuse set sail from the 
Gnlf of Pechili to go to Korea and ascertain what had been 
the result of the former letter. These two boats both struck 
a mnd-bank and when the tide went down they broke in two. 
The crews to the number of boo escaped to the neighboring 
island of Kogctur. off the province of Cbul la, and a pinace 
was immediately despatched to Shanghai for aid. The- Ko¬ 
reans gave every assistance in theiT power and supplied 
them with food and other necessaries, and even offered to 
provide boats to take ihe men back to China. In fact the 
action of the K ireati government was most creditable through¬ 
out. An Knglish ship happened to come by nnd it carried 
the survivors all back to China. The Korean government, 
fearing further visits from the French, decided to answer the 
letter of the previous year. It was couched in the following 
terms; 

"Last year we received a letter from the foreigners. It 
was addressed to the ministers of this realm and read 3* fol¬ 


lows: 'Three of our countrymen, loibcrt, Chastan and Mau- 
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b:i:.t. have been put to death by you. We come to demand 
••viij yo'i have killed them. Vou will say perhaps that yonr 
law forbids foreigners entering your country, but if Chinese 
or Mvidius should happen :c enter your realm you would 
not sill 'hem. hut von would have them carried back to their 
own cou*icr>. Wh> then dill you not treat these men the 
same wav 1 [f thc> hid been convicted of murder, sedition 
*r h like crime we would have nothing to sav, but ‘.hey were 
:i n-K -iu, .nid m condemning them unjustly vod have cum- 

mined a grave injury ag^ins: the French government." To 

'hi*- letter we beg to reply is follows: In 1839 there were 
arrested here certain strangers who were brought into the 
country at a time unknown to us. They wore Korean clothes, 
thev spoke th ■ Korean ijirig-iagi*, they traveled bv night and 
slept by <11 y ; They veiled them races, concealed their where- 
n'routs md consorted with men wiiuni w.-consider rebels, 
godless men and enemies of.the government. When brought 
before the tribunal thev claimed thil their names were Pierre 
No and Japanese Cany, Are th:se the men you refer to ? 
When interrogated, they said nothing about i’einy French¬ 
men. vid even it thev had we could not have sent them back. 
!<?r we did not knew where your country i.v What could we 
do >Ul apply <mr law. which forbids secret cutrance into our 
kumdom 1 On the other hod. their conduct in changing their 
mines and wearing Korean dress shows that they had ulterior 
rr olives. and they cannot be compared to those who have Wen 

sfciowrecked iiixan our shorivt. Such men we save if oossible 
• * • 

and aid to^eni back home.* Such is our iaw, Had your fellow* 
country 1:1 i-:i Seen shipwrecked u ,mr coast, they would have 
received precisely the <ritae treatment as Chinese, Japanese or 
Main'll us under like circumstance* Vou say th it these men 
were killed without cause and . that we have committed a 
grave offense against the French government. This is most 
astonishing. W- have never had any communication with 
France. Wc do not know even how far she is from Korea. 
What motive cijuld wr possibly have for injuring her? Dow 
would you act if a foreigner should enter vour country secret¬ 
ly and in disguise and do what you consider evil? Would 
von leave him alone? If a Chinaman or a \fancht should 
cunne here and :i<> as your people did they would be treated iu 
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The Russo-Japanese War. 


The vexed question has at last been settled and war 
has begun. Bat this brings up another question. How 
will it end ? The impatient onlooker will attempt to 
sum up the chances on one side and on the other and will 
be eager to catch at every event however insignificant 
which gives any indication of the actual ability of cither 
of the belligerents. It is claimed by some that Japan is 
not what she was in 1894 and the counter claim is made 
that Russia is not what 9he was in the days of the Crim¬ 
ean war. The letter of each of these statements may be 
taken for granted but the inference that neither power is 
as strong as she once was must be put to the.test before 
it can be accepted. 

In 1895japan, by virtue of her victory over 
China took possession of the Lhao-tung 
peninsula. This was a severe blow to the settled policy 
of Russia who, as has been abundantly proved since, 
intended to become mistress of the whole of Manchuria. 
On the plea of preserving the integrity' of China, Russia 
succeeded in securing the cooperation of France and Ger¬ 
many, whereby Japan was forced to give up the con¬ 
quered territory for a money consideration. Unfor¬ 
tunately British sympathies were largely with the Chin¬ 
ese in that war and they looked with more or less coik- 
plaisaiicv tipon the forced retrocession of the Liao-tung 
peninsula. Had the British known what they know now 
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tins never would have happened except at the price of 
war. japan in actual possession could have beaten back 
the Russian forces on land while the Japanese and British 
fleets conihined would have prevented any danger from 
France and Germany. 

.From the moment japan left Manchuria, Russia be¬ 
gan to do trie very thing which she had urged a? the 
cause for the dislodgmcnt of the victorious troops of the 
Mikado. This in itself was a direct insult to Japan and 
an insult as well to France and Germany, unless the}* 
were privy to the ulterior motive's of Russia, and this, at 
least in the case of Germany, we cannot believe. 

This we mav confident]/ claim to be the cause of the 

» m 

present war; but not merely because it wounded the 
vanity of the Japanese. It surely did that, but the con¬ 
tinued encroachments of Russia upon the sovereignty of 
China also menaced the commercial success of the Japan¬ 
ese. The Russians attacked them at two vital points, 
their national honor and their national prosperity. But 
iu addition to this the subjects of the Czar at the capital 
of Korea began to make use* of the most corrupt officials 
at court and through them opposed Japanese commerce at 
every possible point, encouraged the continuation of .a 
debased coinage which was destroying Japanese trade, 
caused the Korean Government to stultify itself by for¬ 
bidding the use of the Japanese bank notes and then 
making an abject apology therefor, and in evert' possible 
way thwarted the legitimate operations of the Japanese. 
Furthermore they made continual demands for exclusive 
rights in different Korean ports and by cajolery and 
intimidation made a secret agreement whereby Russia 
encroached upon Korean sovereignty in the harbor of 
Vongampo. The evident policy of Russia was to sup¬ 
plant Japan in Korea, and no reasonable person can fail 
to see that it was their ultimate plar. to add Korea to 
the map of Russia. To say, therefore, that Japan struck 
the first blow in this war is the same as saying that a 
man is the aggressor because he knocks up the hand of a 
Irnrglar who is reaching far hi3 throat. The cause of this 
war. therefore, was the necessity laid upon Japan to safe- 
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guard Tier own legitimate interest* and her life itself by 
checking the encroachments of Russia upon Chinese and 
Korean territory. This at least is what we deem to be 
its purpose. 


The Method. 


Before submitting her cause to the arbi¬ 
trament of the sword Japan has exerted 
every effort to make Russia define her intentions in the 
Far East. As the latter hail leased Manchuria from 


China and then, upon the expiration of Lhe extreme limit 
set bv herself, had refused to execute either the letter or 
the spirit of her solemn engagements it became necessary 
not only for Japan but for other powers as well that 
Russia should he nailed down to some definite proposi¬ 
tion, and set a limit to her ambition. For months 
Japan, with a patience which elicited the admiration ol 
the world, kept plying Russia with pertinent questions 
until at last it was revealed that Russia proposed to deal 
with Manchuria as she wished and would consult no 
one but China about it. In the second place she would 
concede Jajianesc interests in southern Korea only and 
then only as Japan would engage not to act in that 
sphere as Russia is acting in .Manchuria. All this time 
the Japanese people had been clamoring for war; they 
wanted to get at the throat of their manifest foe, but the 
Government in a masterly way held them in check, kept 
its own secrets so inviolable as to astonish the most astute 
diplomatists of the day, and at last when the proper mo¬ 
ment arrived it declared itself for war without having 
weakened the enthusiasm of the people by an ounce 
weight and at the same time without giving the outside 
grumblers the least opportunity to hint that she had 
given way to popular importunity. Nothing could be 
saner or less sensational than her action throughout. 

At last Japan communicated to Russia her irredu¬ 
cible minimum and one would think that even the blind 
could see that war was certain to follow, and follow 
soon. It was the one subject of conversation throughout 
the Far East. It is safe to say that everybody except the 
Russians felt sure that the time had come, hut even then, 
if there is any truth in direct evidence, the great majority 
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o: Russians laughed the matter aside as impossible. The 
Japanese had shown such moderation and self-control 
that the Russians had apparently counted it for hesita¬ 
tion : so that when the moment came f ir action and Japan 
sprang upon her like a tigress robbed of her whelps 
Russia cried lotidlv that she had not been notified. 

* j 

She must be formally notified, she must be given 
twenty-four hours in which to get under cover! What 
did they suppose the Foreign Off.ee had handed back to 
Baron Rosen his credentials for? This took place at least 
as early as the morning of the seventh. Notice had al¬ 
ready been given to the powers that negotiations had 
been broken off. Diplomatic relations were broken off cn 
Saturday the sixth and on that same evening the Japan¬ 
ese Minister left St. Petersburg. This was over foity 
hours Ijetbre the Japanese committed any hostile act 
against Russia. Even had the Japanese refused to send 
notification of this to the Russian Minister in Seoul it 
could have been sent straight to Port Arthur from St. 
Petersburg and the boats lying in Chemulpo harber 
could have Inrcn notified in time to retire from their dan¬ 
gerous position. The Russian complaint that thejapan- 
ese made no formal declaration of war and sent no noti¬ 
fication falls to the ground. In these days, as everyone 
knows, the formal withdrawal of a minister is tanta¬ 
mount to a declaration of war. The hour Minister 
Kurina left St Petersburg the two powers were virtually 
at war with each other. If the Russian authorities 
thought there was no hurry about warning their isolated 
warships it was their own lookout and they have no 
cause to complain because their dilatoriness cost them 
two war vessels, one of which was among their fastest 
cruisers. But under any circumstances, granting, for the 
sake of argument, that Japan acted with undue prompt¬ 
ness, what business has Russia to tiy to hold Japan to the 

letter of the law when she herself has broken every canon 

% 

of international justice in her dealings with Manchuria? 
The proverb that people who live in glass houses should 
not throw stones applies with peculiar force at this 
point; and while we do not believe that Japan overstep- 
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ped the rales of international propriety by her promptness 
we are free to confess that there would have been some 
excuse if she ha5. 

It was on the sixth and seventh that rc- 
The Battle of ports circulated in Seoul that the J apanese 
Chemulpo. were landing large bodies of troons at 
Kunsan or Asan or both. These rumors 
turned out to be false, but beneath them was the fact that 
a fleet was approaching Chemulpo. The question has 
been insistently asked why the Russian Minister did notin- 
form.the commanders of theseRussian vessel? and sec to it 

that thev were clear of the harbor before these rumors were 
* 

realized. The answer as given is that the Russian Minis¬ 
ter had no control over these boats. Thev had their. 

• 

orders to remain in Chemulpo and there they must stay. 
One would think that there would be at least enough rop- 
por> between the civil anil military (r>r naval) authorities 
to use the one in forwarding the interests of the other. 
Even yet the Russians did not appreciate the serious- 
ness of the situation, but they decided that it was time 
to send notice to their authorities in Port Arthur of \vhf:t 
was rumored at Chemulpo. So the small gunboat 
Koryetz made ready to move out. Her captain, Belaief 
proposed to the Russian Consul that the Russian steam¬ 
ship Sungari, which was in port, should go with the 
Koryetz and thus enjoy her protection, but the agent of 
the company, which owned the steamship strongly 
objected to her leaving the neutral port at such a time. 
He evidently realized in part the acuteness of the situa¬ 
tion. So the Sungari remained at her anchorage and the 
Koryatz steamed out of port at two o’clock in the after¬ 
noon. Now, the harbor of Chemulpo is a somewhat pec¬ 
uliar one. for in one sense it is land-locked ami in another 
it h nor. It is formed by islands between which there are 
mauy openings to Lite open sea, but most of th-se arc so 
shallow that ships of medium draught do not dare at¬ 
tempt them. There is but one recognised entrance uml 
that is from the southwest, or between That and the 
south. This entrance is several miles wide and in 
the center of it lies Round Island. Wheu the Korvetz 
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arrived at liiee.cit ol'tiie hnrbor she suddendlv found her- 
.sell &u: ro jau.M by torpedo-boms. The only witnesses 

'vlml occurred ai this point are the Japanese and the 
Russian' and \re can only give their accounts. The Rus¬ 
sians say that the Japans launched four torpedoes at 

i:.:. Kurvttz. none of wnieli look effect. One man affirms 
that a torpedo came straight toward the Korvctz and 
when within o:-n Jeer oi lier side sank. Another statement 
is That a shot was tired or. board the Korvctz but it was 
amrv.id'ln;! T.i; Jayna: claim that th t Korvctz 
fired n:**t. If we try to weigh the probabilities it seems 
impossible that the torp/fioe? of the Japanese should 
have missed the Xoryclz, if the torpedo-boats were as 
near ns the Russians claim. On the other hand the admis¬ 
sion on the part of a single Russian thal Lhe first gun 
was tired on the iZoryetz, even though by accident, is 
rather damaging, for it is more than singular that an 
accident should have happened at that precise time. As 
the cow-boy said. “Accidents don't happen in the West 
•—leasLivavs not with guns.'' 

In any cue it makes liit’e difference \\ ho began the 
filing. The Japanese ha I alrea ly tested the Russia .1 
steamer Mukden in the harbor of Fusau and the war ..a 1 
begun. The Japanese doubtless held with Poionius, as 
quoted by Terrence Mulvaucy, that if it is necessary to 
fight it is well to hit the enemy “fur-rst and frcquinc.” 
The Koryetz turned back toiler anchorage and the Rus¬ 
sians became aware of t.he extreme precar oneness of 
their position. Whatever attitude one may take toward 
the general situation it is impossible not to extend a large 
degree of sympathy to these Russians personally. Through 
no fault of their own they were trapped in the harbor and 
found too late that they mast engage in a hopeless fight 
in order to uphold the honor.of the Russian flag. Rut even 
yet it was not sure that the neutrality of the port would 
be ignored by lhe Japanese. Lying at anchor among 
neutral vessels m a neutral harbor, there was more or less 
reason to believe that they were safe for the time being. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon of February 
eighth, wliicb fell on Monday, three Japanese transports 
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entered Chemulpo harbor from the south* convoyed by 
cruisers and torpedo-boats. They seemingly look no 
notice of the two Russian boats lying at anchor and were 
evidently sure that the Russians would not fire -unon the 

• m 

transports. It would he interesting to know whether the 
Japanese were reiving upon the declared neutrality of .the 
port in thus venturing or whether they felt sure that their 
own superior strength would keep the Russians slid, 
or whether, again, they were certain that the Russians Intel 
orders not to tire the first gun. But it is bootless to asl; 
questions that can never be answered Here is where the 
assailant lias the advantage. He can choose the time 
and method of his attack. We may .surmise tliul had the 
Russians divined the intentions of the Japanese and had 

foreseen the outcome they would have acted differently, 
but divination of Japanese intentions does not seem to i>* 
Russia’s strong point. 

As soon as the Japanese came to anchor prepara¬ 
tions wefe made for the immediate landing of the 
troops, and the cruisers and torpedo-boats that had 
convoyed them in, left' the port and joined the fleet 
outside. This fleet consisted of six cruisers and several 
torpedo-boats. The Asama and ths Chiyoia were the 
most powerful of the cruisers, the former being nearly 
half as large again as Lhe Yasiak. 

Night came on, and throughout its long hours the 
Japanese troops, by the light of huge fires burning on the 
jetty, were landed and marched up into the town. When 
morning came everyone was in a state of expectancy. If 
there was a Japanese fleet outside they doubtless had 
other work on hand than simply watching two Russian 
boats. Nor could they leave them behind, for one of 
them was Russia’s fastest cruiser and might steam 
out of the harbor at any tirm* and destroy Japanese 
transports. Knowing, as we do now, that an im¬ 
mediate attack on Port Arthur had been decided upon 
we see it was unpossible to leave these Russian 
boats in the rear. Japan had never recognized the 
neutrality of Korea, for she knew that the declaration 
was merely a Rassiau move to embarrass her, and 
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••-'lie never hesitated a moment to break the thin shell 

of pretense. 

About ter. o'clock a sealed letter was handed to Cap¬ 
tain Rtidnieif of the Variak. It was from the Japanese 
Admiral and had been sent through the Russian Consulate. 
Jt was delivered on board the Vanak by the hand of Mr. 
N.Krell.a Russian resident of the port. This letter inform¬ 
ed the Russian commander that unless both Russian 
boats should leave the anchorage and stcarn out of the 
bay before twelve o'clock the Japanese would come in at 
four o’clock and attack them where they lay. Captain 
Rudnieff immediately communicated the startling intel¬ 
ligence to Captain Belaien of the A'oryeiz and to the com¬ 
manders of the British. American, French and Italian 
war-vessels. We arc informed that a conference of the 
various commanders took place and that the Russians 
were advised to lie where they were. The British 
commander was deputed to confer with the Japanese. 
7his was done by signal and it is said a pretest 
was more against the propose ! violation of neutra¬ 
lity of the port and that the neutral boats refused 
to shift their anchorage. But all complications 
of this nature were avoided by the determination 
of til? Russians to accept the challenge. This they 
de^med to In’ due their Hag. It is not improbable 
that they now foresaw that the neutrality of the port 
would not avail them against the enemy. By remaining 
at anchor they could only succeed in involving France, 
Italy. Great Britain and the United States and there 
would be sure to be those who would charge the Russians 
with cowardice. If this was to begin the war it must at 
least prove the dauntless courage of the servants of the 
Czar. So the commander of the Variak ordered the decks 
cleared for action. It lias been stated that he would 
have preferred to have the k’nryetz stay at her anchor¬ 
age, for by a quick dash it was just possible that the 
swift Variak alone might be able to evade the Japanese 
and run the gauntlet successfully. But the commander 
of the A'oryctz refused to listen to any such proposition. 
If the only honor to be gotten out of the affair was by a 
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desperate attack he was not going to forego his share of 
it. He would go out and sink with the Variak. So the 
A'oryttz also cleared for action. It was done in sue > 
haste that all moveables that were unnecessary were 

thrown overhoard, a topmast that would not come 
down in the usual manner was hewn down with an axe 
and by half past eleven the two vessels were ready to go 
out to their doom. It was an almost hopeless task—an 
entirely hopeless one unless the Japanese should change 
thier minds or should make some grave mistake, and 
neither of these things was at all probable. The Russians 
were going to certain'destruction. Some call it rashness, 
not bravery, but they say not well. The boats were 
doomed in any case and it was the duty of their officers 
and crews to go forth and in dying inflict what injury 
they could upon'the enemy. To go into battle with 
chances equal is the act of a brave man. but to walk into 
the jaws of death with nothing but defeat in prospect is 
the act of a hero, and the Japanese would be the last to 
detract from the noble record that the Russians made. 
Time has not yet lent its glamor to this event, we 
are two near it to see it in proper proportions, but 
if the six hundred heroes of Balaclava, veterans 
of many a fight. gained undying honor for the 
desperate charge they made how shall net the future 
crown these men who. having never been in action 
before, made such a gallant dash at the foe? Nor shall we 
wonder that wher. they weighed anchor and turned their 
prows toward the overwhelming power of the enemy a 
cheer was torn from the very throats of the men on 
board the neutral ships, whether those men sympathized 
with Japanese or Russian. And herein lies the intrinsic 
damnableness of war, that causes which will not bear 
the search-light of abstract justice can marshall to their 
support the noblest qualities of which men are capable. 

It was a cloudless but hazv dav and from the anchor- 
age the Japanese fleet was all but invisible, for it lay at 
least eight miles out in the entrance of the harbor and 
partly concealed by Round Island which splits the oiling 
into two channels. The two bo<us made straight for the 
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more easterly of the channels, their course being a very 
little west of south. When they had proceeded about half 
the distance from the anchorage to the enemy’s fleet the 
latter threw a shot across the bows of each of the Rus¬ 
sian boats as a command to stop and surrender, but the 
Russians took no notice of it. The only chance the Rus¬ 
sians had to inflict any damage was to reduce the firing 
range as much as possible for the Variak's guns were only 
six inches and four-tenths in caliber and at long range 
they would have been useless. This was at five minutes 
before noon. The Japanese fleet was not deployed in a 
line facing the approaching boats • and it was apparent 
that they did not intend to bring their whole force to 
l)ear upon the Russians simultaneously. We are informed 
that only two of the Japanese vessels, the Asama and the 
Chiyoda, did the work. It was not long after the warn¬ 
ing shots had been fired that the Japanese let loose and 
the roar that went up from those terrible machines of de¬ 
struction tore the quiet of the windless bay to tatters a nd 
made the linuuea of the town tremble where they stood. 

It beat against the bare hills like the hammer of Thor and 

startled the denizens of distant Seoul with its muffled 

thunder. As the Variak advanced she swerved to the 

• 

eastward and gave the Japanese her starboard broadside. 
All about her the sea was lashed into foam by striking 
shot and almost from the beginning of the fight her 
steering-gear was shot away so that she had to depend 
on her engines alone for steering. It became evident to 
her commander that the passage was impossible. lie 
had pushed eastward until there was imminent danger of 
running aground. So he turned again toward the west 
and came around in a curve which brought the Variak 
much nearer to the Japanese. It was at this time that 
the deadly work was done upon her. Ten of her twelve 
gun-captains were shot away. A shell struck berfo’castle, 
passed between the arm and body of a gunner who had 
hts hand upon his hip and, bursting, killed every other man 
on the fo'castle. Both bridges were destroyed .by bursting 
shell and the Captain was seriously wounded in rhe left 
artn. The watchers on shore and on the shipping in the 


ib> Google 


Crig nal freir 

"HE OHIC STATE UNIVERSIT' 



THE Rl'SSO-JAfANKSE WAK. 


uO 


harbor saw flames bursting out from hercj*iarter-deck and 
ore witness plainly saw shells drop just beside her and 
burst beneath the water line. It was these shots that did 
the real damage, for when, after three Quarters of an hour 
of steady fighting, she turned her prow back toward the 
anchorage it was seen that she had a heavy list to port 
which could have been caused only by serious damage be¬ 
low the water-line. As the two boats came slowly back 
to port, the UariaA so crippled by the destruction of one 
of her engines that she could make only ten knots cn 
hour, the Japanese boats followed, pouring in a gallir.g 
fire, until the Russians had almost reached the anchor¬ 
age, Then the pursuers drew back and the battle wa-s 
over. The Korytzz was intact. The Japanese had re¬ 
served all their fire for the larger vessel. The Variak was 
useless as a fighting machine, for her heavy list to port 
would probably have made it impossible to train the 
guns on the enemy, but all knew that the end had not yet 
come. The Russians had neither sunk nor surrendered. 
The threat of the Japanese to come in at four o’clock was 
still active. As soon as the Variak dropped anchor the 
British sent off four hospital boats to her with a surgeon 
and a nurse. Other vessels also sent offers of aid. But it 
was found that the Russians had decided to lie at anchor 
and fight to the bitter end and at the last moment blow 
up their vessels with all on board. What else was there 
for them to do? They would not surrender and they 
could not leave their ships and go ashore only to be cap¬ 
tured bv the enemy. They would play out the tragedy toa 
finish and go down fighting. Upon learning of this deter¬ 
mination the commanders of the various neutral vessels 
held another conference at which it was decided that the 
Russians had done all that was necessary to vindicate the 
honor of their flag and that, as it was a neutral port, the 
survivors should be invited to seek asylum on the neutral 
vessels. The invitation was accepted and the sixty-four 
wounded on board the Variak were at once transferred to 
the British cruiser Talbot and the French cruiser Pascal. 
As the commanders ot the neutral vessels knew that the 

Variak and A’on cu were to be sunk bv the Russians 

» * 
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they paid no panic til *r atrention to the reiterated state¬ 
ment, of the Japanese that they would enter the harbor at 
four ?intl finish the work already begun. The passengers, 
crew and mails or. hoard the steamship Sungari had al¬ 
ready lieen transferred to the Pascal and an attempt had 
been made to scuttle her but she was filling very slowly 
indeed. It was about half-past three in the afternoon 
that the officers and crew of the A'wret* went over the 
side and went to the Pascal. A train had been laid by 
wine., she would be blown up and it is supposed that she 
was entirely abandoned, but sonic spectator? assert that 
they saw sever..! men on the forward deck an instant 
before the explosion t«*ok place. 

It was generally kin. svn throughout the town that 
the iuirretz would be blown up before four o'clock and 
everyone sought some point oi vantage front which 
to witness the spectacle. Scores oi people went out to 
the little island which the light-house stands, for 
this was nearest to the doomed ship It was thirty- 
seven minutes past three when the waiting multitude 
saw two blinding dashes of light one following the 
other in quick succession. A terrific report followed 
which dwarfed the roar of camion to a whisper and 
shook every house in the town as if it had been struck 
by a solid rock. The window-fastenings of one house at 
least were tom off. so great was the concussion. An 
enormous cloud of smoke and debris -shot toward the 
sky ami at the same time enveloped the spot where 
the’ vessel had lain. A moment later there began a 
veritable shower of splintered wood, tom and twisted 
railing, hooks, clothes, rope, utensils find a hundred 
oilier belongings of the ship. The cloud of smoke 
expanded in the upper air and blotted out the sun 
Like an eclipse. The startled gulls flew hither and 
thither as if dazed by this unheard of phenomenon and 
men instinctively raised their hands to protect them¬ 
selves from the falling debris, pieces of which were 
drifted by the upper currents of air for a distance of 

three miles land ward where tliev fell bv the hundreds 

• — 

in peoples’ yards. 
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When The smoke was dissipated it was discovered 

that the A'orm* had sunk, onlv her funnel and k.. me 
% • 

tom rigging apjH’aring above the surface. il we exi t a: 
her tor ward steel deck which the force of the expios.-.r. 
hod bent up from the prow so that the point c-t 
it, like the share of a huge plow, stor'd several feet <>ut 
of water. The surface of the bay all about the .-pot 
was covered thickly with smoking debris and several 
of the ship's boats were floating about intact upon 
the water. 

Tilt Russians were intending Lo blow up the Ynritik 

as well, but the magnitude of the explosion oil hoard 

the Koryctz led the commanders to suggest that the 

Ybrisk be allowed to sink where she lay. She was 

already in a Kinking condition and was burning freely 

It was evident that she could not become a Japanese 

prize, so she was simply abandoned and left to the 

elements. The fortv-one dead could hardiv have been 

• * 

carried on board the friendly ships, so they were, with 

a few exceptions, placed in a cabin together and the 

ship for which they had fought and died became their 

fitting tomb. As viewed from the deck of the Tinted 

States Gunboat Vickslturg she was lying far over to 

port at an angle of nearly thirty degrees at five o’clock 

in the afternoon. The fires in her after pan would break 

out and then subside while cverv few moments came 

* 

the detonation of a cartridge which the fire had reached. 

Two of her four funnels were .partly shot away and 

her deck presented a scene of wild confusion, lust 

before dark, when it seemed that any moment might 

be her last, a lioat was seen putting off from the 

Pascal and manned apparently by five or six naval 

men. They went straight to the Sungsn and remained 

on board for perhaps fifteen minutes. Then they pushed 

otf but they had not left her side by more than a half 

dozen lengths before a tongue of flame appeared tW m 

the region of her cabin and it was quite apparent that 

she had been deliberate!v fired. But soon all eves 

» • 

were again centered or. the Yttriak. She was preparing 
for the final plunge. Slowly she dipjied, further and 
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further to port—now her rail is under water—an excited 
murmur arises from the men who crowd the side of 
the Vicksburg to see her go. And now she begins 
risible 10 lie over on her side; slowly and majestically 
■’lie turns until at last her funnels touch the water and 
wirh a grea t surging, choking groan she goes to her 
-■i-stiny place like seme mighty leviathan that has received 
his death wound. As the water reaches the fires a 
cloud of stenm goes up which, illuminated by the dying 
ri us h of fi re fo mis he r signal «>f fa re we 11. It wa s exj if*cted 
iluit the Japanese would demand as prisoners of war the 
men who had been taken onboard the neutral ships, but it 
would have been refused on the plea that the men had been 
rescued off sinking ships in a neuiral liarlx>r; but it was 
recognised that these rescued men bad become noiicom- 
batants by seeking asylum, and ho it was subsequently 
arranged that the British vessel should carry to a British 
port those whom she hail rescued and guarantee their 
parole until the emi of the war. The French are carrying 
theirs to Saigon while those on the Italian boat will be 
disposed of in a similar manner. 

This wholly unexpected annihilation of the Russian 
boats naturally caused consternation among the Rus¬ 
sians of Chemulpo and Seoul. The Russian Consulate was 
surrounded by Japanese troops and the Consul was held 
practically a prisoner. The Japanese Minister in Seoul 
suggested to the Russian Minister through the French 
Legation the advisability of his removing from Seoul 
with his nationals and every facility was given him for 
doing this with expedition and with comfort. A few 
da vs later all the Russians were taken bv soecial train 

• A M 

to Chemulpo and there, being joined by the Russian sulv 
jeets in Chemulpo, they all went on board the Pascal. 
This vessel must have been crowded, for it is said that 
when she sailed she had on board six hundred Russians, 
both civilians and military men. 

Twenty-tbur of the most desperately wounded men 
on board the neutral ships were sent ashore and placed 
in the Provisional Ked Cross Hospital. For this purpose 
the English Church Mission kindly put at the disposal of 
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the Japanese their hcspitul at Chemulpo. Several of 
these wounded men were suffering from gangrene when 
they came off- the Pascal but with the most sedulous 
care the Japanese pl^’sicians and nurses pulled them 
through. 


%/ *- The Ajun. 

The ajun is one of the most important social ami 
governmental factors in Korea. He is the man who 
brings the administration of the Government into direct 
contact with the populace, the individual, the political 
UD;t. This word is of pure Korean origin and is not a 
Chinese importation. It is true that the Chinese char¬ 
acters used to express the word arc-f£jjjy which mean 
“before the yamcn" and arc in some sense descriptive of 
this class of men, but this is only a transliteration of the 
ward. The Korean* were fortunate enough to strike 
two characters pronounced a and jun which at the same 
time had meanings in Chinese which, put together, are 
partially descriptive of the office. There is po real Chin¬ 
ese word ajun. The idea is always expressed in China bv 
the character [£ vi. The £acl that this pure Korean 
word has survived while almost every other official term 
has been borrowed from the Chinese argues that this 
was the term used in Korea before the great influx ot 
Chinese ideas and words which took place during the 
days of .the Tang Dynasty 627-905 a. d. Another thing 
’that would make this more probable is that the ajun is 
the official who comes in close and daily contact with the 
common people and his name becomes a household word 
which could be changed only with great difficulty. The 
Chinese character vi was commonly used in official docu¬ 
ments in the place of ajun from the year G80 a. d. or 
thereabout but the common word was two strongly in¬ 
trenched in the habit of the people to be eradicated. 

We must first determine just what the ajun is before 
we can discuss his duties. Some have the notion that' 
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the wfirri is svtionvmous with 1 * vnxni’n ninner’’ btit this 

• • m 

is an error. Every prefect in the land is an ajvn. When¬ 
ever a prefect refers to himself in an official note he calls 
himself a or ajun. The term Chang-vi-or "Chief Ajan” 
is a common one for ?. prefect among - the common people 
Lji the country. The word sv# is simply the word for 
a tit n with the radical for mail placed before it. This is 
used in the words Kam-sa. "governor” and Sa-sin, 
"Envoy.” The term ajun itself means an agent or factor 
and the prefect is an agent of the King jus t as the ajun is 
the agent of the prefect. At the rime when this office 
came into use and for many centuries thereafter society 
was not divided into upper and lower classes as it is 
now. The yangban sprang up in the days of Koryu 718- 
1.592 a . i>. So the ajun was at first a real officer but 
after the segregation of the classes the position of aj&n 
laiico. to acquire the dignity of an official rank of p‘vi:-sal 
«or pay si L pesiJ or pestle according to various foreign 
pronunciation). It is therefore called "doing Govern¬ 
ment business without runh." In former times the office 
•>T prefect wjis to *omc extent hereditary am? stayed for 
generations :u some local family ot high repute, hut at 
that tirtic tlietehr.d not entered the caste spirit which was 
fostered later by the close imitation of the Chinese. The 
prefect was only a higher sort of ajun. When, therefore, 
the spirit of exclusiveness took hold upon the Koreans 
and certain men found that thev could secure greater dis- 
tinction by holding themselves aloof from the common 
l»eople it was inevitable that they should seize the op¬ 
portunity It was the same movement that put an end 
to the early Roman republic, the natural human weak¬ 
ness for personal distinction. The line of demarcation 
was drawn between the prefects and the ordinary* ajun s. 
the former being enrolled ir. the upper class. At the same 
time this caste feeling tended toward a rapid centraliza¬ 
tion of power and every man who wanted a position had 
to seek it at the capital. This broke up the monopoly* of 
the hereditary prefectural families and resulted in the ap¬ 
pointment of prefects directly from the capital, men who 
in most eases knew nothing about the conditions prevail* 
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in<r in the prefectures to which they were sent. 
It is easy to see what a demoralization this 
vronld effect. In former times each prefect was a 
son of the soil. His family and clan were native 
to the prefecture where he governed and so became 
hostages to his good behavior. He simply dared 
not oppress the people beyond a “reasonable" limit. 
His family's reputation was at stake as well as his 
own. But when the new order was established and 
an unknown and unconnected individual would apfxrar 
npun the scene and assume the prefecture I ermine there 
was no reason why he should be careful to protect 
the interests of his plople. He could squeeze them to the 
limit of their endurance and then gracefully resign and 
leave for the capital or for his native place without any 
particular odium attaching to his family. 

But there is one saving element in this new order 
oi things. The ajuna did not secure a footing in the 
upper class and therefore have retained much of their 
old hereditary*status. In addition to this, their in¬ 
fluence is increased bv tilt fact that each prefect who 
comes is utterly ignorant of local conditions and usages 
and is forced to depend entirely upon them for his in¬ 
formation. In fact each prefecture is a miniature of 
the central government. The prelect becomes as it 
were the king of Ids little state and the ajuns are his 

ministers. So closelv is this resemblance earned out 

•• 

that each prefect has his six ministers, namely of the 
ioteror, of finance, of ceremonies, of wnr, ol agriculture 
and of law. It was through these that all prefect!!ral 
business was done. It is these men who come into 
direct contact with the people. Besides the six leading 
ajiins there are others under them varying in number 
according to the size and importance of the prefee lure, 
but all of them are native 10 the soil and their families 
are rooted in local traditions. It is this one thing 
that has held the body politic together. Foreigners 
wonder how the Korear. people have endured this 
form of government for so many centuries, but they 
judge mostly from the gruesome talcs told of high 


I> :j\l 7**rl )y GOOglC 


Original f'Drr 

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITT 



THE KOREA REVIEW. 




fir, 


officials iit the capital or of rapacious prefects. The 
reason of it all lie? with the ajisns who like anchors hold 
the ship of state to her moorings. \W choose this 
figure deliberately. A ship is supposed ti> sail across the 
ses but Korea has long since been content to lie in 
harbor. Even this is dangerous unless the anchor 
holds. . The ajitns are '.his anchor and have held Korea 
toiler moorings in spiLe of the tides which periodically 
sweep back and forth and threaten to earn' her on 
the rocks. It will seem strange to some that anything 
goad should be said for the ujim. The general impres¬ 
sion is that they arc a pack of wolves whos! 
business it is to fleece tile people and who lie awake 
nights concocting plans for their further spoliation. 
This idea is radically wrong. The Koreans put the 
matter in a nutshell when they say that a high official 
will escape censure for his evil acts and receive fulsome 
adulation for small acts of merit but that a small 
man’s good acts are taken for granted and his smallest 
faults are exaggerated. So it i.-= that the ajun is the 
scape-goat tor everyone’s sins, the safety valve which 
saves the boiler from bursting, it is right to pile 
metapnors 01 : him since everyone uses him as a dump¬ 
ing-ground for their abuse. There is no manner of 
doubt that the ajuits abuse the people frequently but 
if they were the fiends that they art painted the people 
wi-iiid long since have exterminated them. They are 
fixture- in their various districts and having forfeited 
the good will and forbearance <>t the jieople there they 
cannot move away to ‘’pastures new.* 1 Their families 
and local interests are their hostages to fortune and 
their normal attitude is that of a buffer between the 
rapacity of the prefect and the exasperation of the 
people. They must lx* friends with both if possible. 
The prefect wants to get as much as he can and the 
people want to give as little as they may. It is the 
busings; tt: steer between this Scilia and Charvb- 
dis, disappoint each party as little as possible, since 
neither can be "atiidled, awl «1J the Lime uphold his 
own prestige with the prefect and preserve the good 
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■w-ili of the people. Is it any wonder that we hear 
only evil of the a/un f 

Another mistaken idea is that the njim is simply a 
ynmen-ruiuicr in the sense of an official servant who with 
his own ham! arrests people, hales them before the magis 
trfte and inflicts punishment in person The itjun is 
ranch higher in the social scale than this. He- super¬ 
intends the doing of these things but he does not do them 
with his own hand. He holds the place of an upper 
servant and gives more orders than he takes. That he 
has no special dress, no livery, also indicates his super¬ 
iority to the common servant. 

Another and more important consideration is found 

in the literary culture of the a;k It is very uncommon 

to find one who is not skilled in the use of the Chinese 

character. He is necessarily so, for he has to do all the 

writing at the prefectural headquarters and lie has to 

handle deeds, mortgages and all sorts of documents. It 

often happens that among the ajun? will he found the 

best Chinese students in the prefecture. Looking at them 

from this side they are the clerks of the office and as such 

are far removed from the ordinary vnmen-runner. 

^ • 

Perhaps the most interesting thing about the a/un is 
the peculiar system called the i-tu which requires a word 
of explanation. When the Chinese language and liter¬ 
ature were introduced into Korea in the seventh and 
eighth centuries it was the official class, of course, that 
first cultivated the new and fashionable art. At that 
time the aiiinv formed the great bulk of the official class 
and they became the clerks, just as in England during the 
middle ages it wjs not the highest officials but the clerks 
who could read and write. At that time it was found 
that the Chinese and Korean languages were so different 
tlmt Koreans found great difficulty in read ng the Chinese 
text, owing to the absence of verbal and nominal endings, 
tn order to overcome this difficulty the great scholar 
5'il-ch‘oug invented a system whereby these endings were 
nterpolated in the Chinese text and reading became com¬ 
paratively easy. This system he called the i-tu (JUS'S) or 
'ajun's talk." This very name shows that the ajun? were 
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the first to become familiar with the Chinese as the 
official language. But gradually as- education spread 
among the upper classes and became the rule rather than 
the exception, the higher officials and the wealthy who 
had more leisure than the ajuns learned to read Chinese 
without the aid of the i-lu, and the pride of letters 
speedily relegated this system to the clerks in the govern¬ 
ment offices. At last there came the segregation of the 
classes caused in large part by this very pride of letters 
and so the i-tu became the sole possession of the same 
official ajuti class. But all this time it had become stereo¬ 
typed so that by the time the present dynasty began, the 
language of the ajuns. this official language, had been left 
in the rear by the- ordinary language of the people just as 
eollotjxiiul English outstripped the stereotyped language 
of the law and left the tatter cambered with obsolete forms 
orat least forms that were peculiar to itself. To this very 
day tile ajuns use this stilted official language in their 
records and reports and such peculiar eu<lings as sal-che, 
olka, sin-ji . logo and manv others abound in them just as 
the words to i vie. escheat, and such like terms are used in 
English legal documents. This i-Lu system is the oldest 
literary relic of Korea and is of great value in determin¬ 
ing the history of the Korean vernacular. 

The number of ajuns in any district depends upon the 
size and wealth of the community. There arc some pre¬ 
fects res that have only six ajuns. enough to represent the 
six departments already mentioned. In others there will 
be ten. twenty, fifty or even :t hundred ajuns. However 
many there mar be, thev form a class bv themselves, a. 
sort of little guild in each prefecture. It is very seldom 
that this guild in any place contains a member who was 
not bom and brought up in that same district. The pos¬ 
ition is an hereditary one and any ujun's sou may follow 
iti his fathers footsteps if he will. Of course they may elect 
to become farmers or merchants or join some other craft 
but the ranks of the ;ijuns are recruited almost wholly from 
their own rimuber. As a rule they are looked up to by 
the people of their respective communities as being almost 
equivalent to the veritable vangban or gentleman. This 
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is because of their literary attainments as well as their 
political position. It is the ajuns who influence most 
largely the popular taste an<l feeling. They come into 
such close contact with the people that the latter copy 
after them. A's a rule the way to reach the people i« 
through the ajusi. He 'holds in his hands the greatest 
possibilities for good or for evil. If he is good it will l* 
practically impossible for an evil prefect to oppress the 
people. If he is bad it will be almost equally difficult lor 
a good prefect to govern well. Without doubt the ajim 
is the most important factor in practical government in 
Korea. In almost every ease he can keep the prelect ir.- 
formed or misinformed and thus can influence the prcfeci- 
ural commands, and when commands have been issued it 
is he who has the execution of the orders. - The saving 
clause in the whole system is the fact that the a/un is ;« 
fixture in the community and he stakes not only the rep¬ 
utation and welfare of himself hut also that of his fam¬ 
ily. In other words he gives hostages to the public and 
if ever the time comes when he oversteps the limits of the 
people’s endurance he is sure to see his family suffer with 
him. 

The temptations of the a juris are very great. The 
whole revenue of the district passes through their hands. 
In a sense they have to work against both the people and 
the prefect. The latter wants all that he can get and 
watches the ajusis closely for it and the a juris art- ever 
trying to make the people give, up to the limit of their 
ability. Much is said about the wav the arurts squeeze 
the people and this is doubtless true but the people are 
forever trying to evade their taxes and use every subter¬ 
fuge to jump their revenue bills. It is a case of diamond 
cut diamond and the people realize it as well as the ajuu. 
The qualities necessary to become a successful a/un make 
along and formidable list. He must be tactful ill th? 
"ru mag-emeut" of the prefect: ex-icc in his accounts; linn 
yet gentle with the people: resourceful in emergencies; 
masterful in crises: quick to turn to his advantage every 
event and in fact he must have all the qualities of the suc¬ 
cessful politician. One of his most brilliant attainments is 
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the ability to make excuses. It the people blame him for 
extortion he spreads out expostulatbry hands anti says 
that the prelect orders it and he has iu> (option. II the 
prefect blames him tor shortage in revenue returns he 
hows low and asserts upon his honor that the jtcople 
have been squeezed dry. and can endure no more. ^ 

/ 


Kditorial Comment. 

Political and international situations are like leaves 
on the trees :ri that no two ol them arc alike. Each one 
must be separately interpreted in the light oflarge and 
general laws and each onr helps to define the application 
of these laws. The recent light at Chemulpo will do not 
;i little to define the bearing and application oftheiaws 
which govern the action o: belligerents ill a neutral port. 
\\ e are not competent to pass upon these delicate <iues- 
tious but we note the factors in the problem. The first is 
as to the actual neutrality ol'Korea. 'Neutrality does not 

m » 

consist simply in the declaration of neutrality. Many a 
mail declares himself to be well when he is ill of vice versa. 
But even if a government is not neutral at heart it is 
legally neutral if if commits ilo acts that give the lie to 
its declaration. And no power has the right to deny to 
the said government the benefits and immunities of 
neutrality so long as that government preserves the 
spirit as well as the letter of its declaration. 

At the time when the Korean Government published 
its declaration of neutrality the officials who guided the 
imperial action were notoriously pro-Russian in their 
sympathies. It is of no consequence now what their 
names arc, but of the tact there can be no doubt. It is 
generally understood that the Foreign Office, at the time, 
was shorn of all real power and was only the mouth¬ 
piece through which these friends of Russia spoke, in 
order to make their pronouncements official. The Japan¬ 
ese were well aware that this declaration of neutrality 
was only a Russian move to embarrass Japan and put 
her in the wrong before the world in case she should find 
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it necessary to land troops on the peninsula. It was 
already known that two of these pro-Russian officials 
had strongly urged that Russia be asked for troops to 
protect the palace in Seoul and the Japanese were on 
the lookout for evidences of bad faith in the matter of 
declared neutrality. When, therefore, tlie ubiquitous 
Japanese picked up a boat in the Yellow Sea and found 
on it a Korean carrying a letter to Fort Arthur asking 
tor Russian troops and discovered that this letter, 
while unofficial in form, had come from the very rm>r. 

who had caused the promulgation of the declaration of 
neutrality, it became clear that while the strict letter of 
the law had not been broken the spirit of neutrality was 
non-existent. This letter was seized about the ninth of 
February and muet therefore have been written before 
Japan had done anything to impair the neutrality of the 
Korean Government. We do not pretend to pass judg- 
ment upon this phase of the question. That must be left 
to the international lawyers. We merely state some of 
the facts* which will enter into the problem. 

Another question is in regard to the neutrality of the 
port of Chemulpo. If Korean neutrality was genuine 
the action of Japan in forcing the Russian vessels out 
could be made a casus bcJli or. the part of Korea, but as 
Korea has no power to prosecute such a war the Japan¬ 
ese were physically safe in ignoring the neutrality of 
the pert. As between Russia and Japan the harbor 
of Chemulpo was the same as.the high sea. Korea was 
the only power tliat could by international right shoot a 
gun in the defence of its neutrality. Others might protest, 
as they did, but they could go no further. It is the duty 
of neutral powers to say to belligerents in their ports 
“You shall not light, in my ports, and you shall not leave 
the harbor within twentv-four hours of each other/' 
but it there is no power with which to enforce the de¬ 
mand, then the two belligerents will be answerable to 
any neutral powers whose shipping they injure. The 
neutrality of the harbor of Chemulpo was genuine as 
regards the shipping of neutral powers anil this is whv 
the British, French and other commanders refused to shift 
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their anchorage «'tt the suggestion of the Japanese. It 
was the privilege of these neutral commanders to say 
"This is a neutral port an .'I you will come in and cause 
injury to our shipping at your peril, even though such in¬ 
jury should be unintentional." And if the-Japanese hod 
conic ui arid attacked the Russians where thev lav thev 

• <* m 

would have been answerable lor any injurv - done to neti- 
trnl ships whether by their own guns or by those of the 
Russians, since the latter would lie acting in self-defense. 
We rlo not presume to make the above statement as a 
definite interpretation of international law in the premises 
but only as a possible explanation of the actions ol both 
the Japanese and the neutral commanders. 

The next question is in regard to the reception of the 
Russians on board the neutral ships. We already said 
that as between Lite Japan and the Russians the port 
was the same as the high sea and this appears from idle 
fact that had ths* Russians abandoned their vessels and 
gone ashore they would have fallen into the hands of the 
Japanese as surely as if the shore had been another Jap¬ 
anese vessel on the high sea. The land was already held 
by the Japanese and was to all intents and purposes 
hostile soil to the Russians. But to the neutral vessels 
the port was not th? high .sea and they felt at liberty to 
act toward the Russians exactly as if there were no bel¬ 
ligerent force outside—that is, as they would act. for in¬ 
stance. if these Russian boats had conic into port in a 
sinking condition due to any accident at sea. The neutral 
commanders would not have invited these Russians on 
board their boats if it had been on the high sea, for that 
would have been an act of snterlerance hostile to Japan 
for which they would have line! to answer before the bar 
of international law; but in a neutral port they recogniz¬ 
ed no war. The Variak was in a sinking condition but 
the Koryntz was intact, nevertheless the neutral com¬ 
manders had a perfect right to take even' one of the 

men on board their vessels if thev saw fit. The Russian 

•• 

ships had not struck their flags to the Japanese nor had 
they indicated any intention to surrender. They had not 
compromised themselves by asking for a truce. They 
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had simply withdrawn from the light, technically 
unbeaten, and had enterecf u neutral port where, accord¬ 
ing to the letter of international law, they were safe. 
They could blow up or scuttle their vessels if they pleased 
and they could visit other vessels at their pleasure. Such 
seems 10 have been the basis of the action of the neutral 
commanders, and it was sound, or they would not have 
acted as the}* did. 

Some question has been raised as to the legality of 
the fiction of the French in letting a bout go Iron- the 
Pascal to set tire to the 'Sungari. This act was plainly 
seen bv competent witnesses. The question is whether, 
after the Russians went on board the French boat, they 
did not immediately become noncoin hat ants and therebv 
incapacitated for any act of war. Hiil even so the further 
question arises whether the burning of that merchant 
vessel was an act of war. It may be that it was done 
by the officers of the ship and'iiol by Russian naval men. 
In any case this is one ol the questions raised by lhe 
event. That the neutral commanders look upon these 
refugees as noneombatants is seen from their subsequent 
action. 

In the final adjustment of the matter the neutral com¬ 
manders engaged to take these men to ports belonging 
to their respective countries and there guarantee their 
parole till the end of the war. It is hard to see how this 
could be done without keeping them in confinement. If 
this is to he the outcome of it all there are some who will 
think that it would have been more soldierly 10 surrender 
at discretion and become Japanese prisoners of war 
whereby they would have stood some chance of an ex¬ 
change of prisoners. They did not want to surrender, for 
that would have impaired their honor; but some will ask 
whether by becoming virtual prisoners to neutral powers 
and causing them annoyance and expense they did not 
impair their honor more than they would have done by 
surrendering. It is universally recognized that to sur¬ 
render to overwhelming odds is an honorable proceeding 
for it saves useless shedding of blood : but circumstances 
alter eases and it must be left to those who are expert in 
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the technicalities of martini ctiquctic t'.» determine to 
what extent these Russians preserved the luster of their 
nation's lame by accepting- the offer of the neutral com¬ 
manders. 

Another phase of the matter appears when we at¬ 
tempt to surmise what tilt Japanese would have done 
had the situation been reversed. It is our opinion that if 
they had gone -rth to a hopeless fight they would have 
fought it :• ; finish and when their vessels sank under 
the:u l ! .; would either have gone <l<>\vr. with them or 
i' v *.*. have abandoned ship and been picked up by 

ns as prisoners oi war. 

-in the nvcmv-third ot February the Korean and 
• • 

‘b panese t'uverameats through their profjer representa- 
f.'es si trued a treaty of offensive and defensive alliance. 
! .a course t.urt is no use in disens.-uig the decree of spon- 
lv’ie.i;. a ■■viiieh the K.rtai: government entered into 
tiii* w i>. . ,s the Koreans say, a ease of h&L 

si) :'!>>'•. .*u: ;; •. t <\i at it iroiii a democratic standpoint 
a nr, ask .‘da.*, majority of the Korean people think 
about :i -\v s ;,d; gel another aspect of the question. The 
present >.h state of the national finances and of pop¬ 
ular d>e r.imt sli ;w something of what Russian in¬ 
fluence has a. enmplished in Korea; and the people are 
t* re'.hxc the fact. They are passionately attach¬ 
ed to the theory .if national independence. We say theory 
advisedly. Tins word independence is a sort of fetich to 
which they how. hut they think that independence -means 
liberation from outside control aione, forgetting that 
genuine independence means likewise a liberation from 
evil influences within, and that lilierty so far from being 
carte biaocc to do as one pleases is in truth the very 
aporheosis of law. What Korea wants is education and 
until steps are taken in that line there is no use ir. hoping 
for a genuinely independent Korea. Xo'w. we believe that 
a. large majority of the best informed Koreans realize that 
Japan and Japanese influence stand for education and en¬ 
lightenment und that while the paramount influence of 
any one outside power is in some sense a humiliation, the 
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paramount influence of Japan will cause far less genuine 
cause lor humiliation than has the paramount influence 
ot Russia. Russia secured her predominance by pander¬ 
ing to the worst elements in Korean officialdom. Japan 
holds it by strength of a rim but she holds itir, such a way 
that it gives promise of something better. The word re¬ 
form never passed the Russians'lips. 11 is the insistent 
cry of Japan. The welfare of the Korean people never 
showed its head above the Russian horizon 'out it fills the 
whole vision of Japan; not from altruistic motives 
mainly but because the prosperity of Korea and that of 
Japan rise and fall with the same tide. 

Korea has reached a definite crisis in her history. !f 

* 

Russia wins, Korea will become a small fraction of that 
heterogeneous mass called the Holy Russian Empire, for 
by signing an offensive and defensive alliance with Japan 
Korea Incomes the foe of Russia and this will be all the 
excuse Russia needs for seizing the whole peninsula in 
ease the war terminates favorably for her. Having made 
this alliance, therefore, it is the business of all Koreans 
lw»th official ar.d non-official to bend even- energy to the 
securing of a Japanese victory. 

Korea has never had a better chance than the present 
to disprove the statements of those who say that the 
Koreans are a deeatknt people and lacking in stamina.. 
Those who know best are aware that with a proper incen¬ 
tive .and proper leadership the Koreans of the northern 
and eastern provinces would fight magnificently. They 
have not had an opportunity to show what they are 
made of since the days of the Tai-wun-kun when in l.SOii 
they defeated the French in Kang-wha and in 1871 when 
they held a little fort or. that Island against an over¬ 
whelming force of Americans and died every man at his 
post rather than give up their position. It should be re¬ 
membered that there are some twelve or fifteen million 
people in Korea. From this number ar army of two 
hundred thousand could be raised. Such an army pro¬ 
perly fed. clothed, paid and led would prove a powerful 
weapon in the hands of the Japanese. Korea produces 
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enough rice and other food stuff to teed both the Korean 
people and the Japanese array and when once the Russians 
were driven out of Manchuria the Japanese array could 
leave behind them a competent Korean array to safe¬ 
guard the frontier. This army at first under Japanese 
leadership would be a better military school than an\* 
built in Seoul, it would inspire the Koreans with self- 
respect and would soon break down the prevalent notion 
that military rank is inferior to civil rank. 

What is meant by a decadent people? Wesav the 
North American Indian is decadent because he is unable 
to adjust himself to the changed conditions of life and is 
fast becoming extinct. Inn the Korean people are no 
more decadent than the Chinese. They are physically 
virile and can be proved to be cowards only when put to 
proper tests. These have never been applied during 
recent years excepting in the instances cited, which go to 
prove the opposite. Why does the Korean allow himself 
to l>e cuffed shout at the pleasure of the alien when a 
Japanese would leap to his own defense ? It is because 
the Korean knows that he -has no means of proper 
redress, no consul to apjjeal to, no Government which 
considers the physical and property rights of its subjects 
its main objects for being. Give a Korean the right and 
the ability to summon his assailant before an unbiased 
tribunal and do the readers of this Review imagine the 
people even of Seoul would not leap to avenge themselves 
of the cuffs and kicks which ftre so freely bestowed upon 
them? That court would have to sit night and day for 
the tirsi lew weeks, until it should be discovered that 
Koreans have personal rights which people arc bound 
to respect. 

The coming of the Japanese troops has prevented the 
bringing of rice up to Seoul from the country, foT the 
country-people arc uncertain as to the safety of travel; 
and for this reason it will not be many weeks before 
Seoul is face to face with a very serious proposition, if 
the rice should give out. there would be manv deaths in 
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$eoul in a very short time. It should be one oi the first 
things for the government to a item] to. There is plenty 
of rice in the country, and ways and means for bringing if 
up to Seoul should be immediately considered. It would 
be a great pity if the coming in of the Japanese should 
even indirectly cause such a calamity. The one thing 
that Yi Yong-ik i« praised for is the fact that he brought 
in Annam rice and relieved Seoul from starvation If 
now there should be a scarcitv here it would do much to 
cause disaffection against the Japanese. We Hope lhat 
this important matter is already under consideration. 


News Calendar. 

On January 241b ;be Korean Ooveruuicnt sent to various Powers- a 
declaration of her neutrality. This wes done withi.ut rhe kncwlndge <f 
the .Foreigns Office The announcement «u- •uodf to the \.;rn u» 
legations in Seoul at a late date. 

Oil Jan ?i the contract of tbe Belgian adviser to tlie Home Depart¬ 
ment wo?- signed. It was dated from June i>/o; and for a term r>: th:cr 
years. 

fjr. the same day there cauie one hundred nod fn:> seven men tr» 
superintend thepushing of the c.>nstrnctioi! of tfce Seoul-FuSar. railway. 

On Jan. 26 Pai; One-sun was appointed Fcreijrn .Minister; being in 
Peking ht was immefiint(*‘:y sent for Min Vong-rbul was appointed 
Minister tr> China in bib place. 

lak Ch .ng-yang was appointed DImister of Education late in Jan. 
hnt as his duties iQ connection with the raval funeral demanded h'.s at¬ 
tention Han K .ng-bc was appointsrt Acting Min.ster. 

About Jan. 27 Rjssia. France. Gerniauy. arid England formally 
wniuieiiJed tbc dccluniliOK of uec.Ualily. The 'Hue: powers rnerved 
their oprniou. 

All through the latter pan of January the Korean soldiers and police 
levied blackmail on all wealthy bouses in Kyenii-yang and thelureigueri 
there were rather unea*» Threats ha.i been made svgniitst them by the 
fting/iat aud many of the natives weie leuvjng tbe city, but 0:1 t:ic c'tL 
it was learned that one hundred Japanese residents of that city bud 
formed a borne guard and that all there were -safe 

Keraose of the general uneasiness several JOieigners rn the employ 
of the govtrmeKt we*e asked to go to the palace and *ict us a * >rl of 
Irody-gcard to His Majesty, beginning from about tbe 26th of January . 

Tides of robberies all over the country camr in to Stool in muni suc¬ 
cession bet we have not space to «ive them in detail. It 1* sufficient 
say that great diaalreclion was tvider.t thronghoitt the country. There 
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were th* t ••ighnk* b) ihc north. ihe mttiihtv* in cbf south and at the 
same time the u : nns through;-jt the ccsuiilrv threatened lead the 
people *.n a general in.v.irrration. 

Ail thrnii£f: Jane&ry the Japvttsc wert* hi;#; arranging military sta¬ 
tions everv torty h Inruveen Semi' sinrl Fa^fii. In various places small 
biuldtrg* were erected sufficient v« twemv or thirty men. 

<)u tbe 2-*n<; of January Otr ihchi arrived in Seoul ami became the 
military attarli.' i -f the Japanrse legation* On the 26th he asked the 
Foreign Office a hat the p:n*iiic»r. «f tr.e Korean Government actually 
was ;•> V.eUve*-:* nml jtituv itr d he iirir*ui:<1vt) >» u e uefiritc 

*ia;cnitr.t. Tbe F«-reiRTi Minister «>i Course ansH“ered that Korea favored 
neither evolcssveiv i*i?t wa- ntt!irr*l. 

*>n the 2^th. u'.t. the Japanese brought :rt a laigg quantity .»*’ bailey 
to Kunran and handed i: rhc-T* Ft appeared us they intended to 
land ii** a p* lhe*e <»f *1 M>r.i? m »re northerly p >rt. 

On iaii. -*<• lb? foreign OfE :c complum? 1• the Russian Legation 
«'J the disorderly /i< 1 ;•* is or Radian *.ild:t:rs in the street, who caught 
Korcii*. women ard r\ rc;b‘; kb*** 4 and o;lienvtss insulted them Tne 
Rus-i»:j> took sle'Js Lo '-top the outraget* 

Oir Jan ?»♦ all military sUhicnts japan were recalled by the 
K*.rear r,ovci n.nieot 

Instructirana were sent ;o >h:i Ynr.y ebau U» attend the Red Cross 
Society > crcivtl!tio;i in Switzerland tins spring. 

S jc Hsir*!* »< ;hu* *eal work in jmiuary by levying on *!• 

the wealthy pr-%pV in Seoul -x* v epi high oflfciait. under the pretense 
then w;& i\ pavnietit tor pp tectum 

Ky 1 :ih beginning :>: February :t began t.i be plain that trouble was 
brewing. llopee iif peace w:nris had nj> t<* that time been lieM out 
were w.tbdriv.tn H«d the geiier.ll leelmg that Russia would back down 
at the ia-c iiiuiu.mL were shown l • oe :ilse. Kep->ns tunic eoutiuually 
<>: Russian movement# toward the Vain *:id the tone of the negotiations 
between the two i\»n:itrie.« became d.>t:r.c7ly more niu a .omprrisinmcg. 
The Korean people watched cvc*ih with gjxat ii/uaeM. bill Uni su as tu 
interfere with the annual *bme fightf* whijh beg in rather eurlfer than 
nsnal this vear 

Oil Fen. Ovth ;i vp.ry n up" fcasji.it collision took plaice: belweet) 
Korean j-endurines and Russian soldiers. iV > oi Ltie latter seized a 
wniirnn on the street near tbe Japanese quarter and insulted lies. A 
crowd gathered and assumed a most tin eaten n£ attitude. Tile Rus¬ 
sians drew tlmr weapons and held the crowd at Ik»v but some gei - 
dannes come along who. after I! 1-risk iiuht. srcceeded in disarming the 
Russians and taking them to tbe Russian Lebanon. 

"Out of :54pawnshops in Seoul there are nuw oulp 70 in optrntiou 
This is a good of tlie leBiings of toe people :ih to the security ol 

property in war times. 

Tlie race of Cocr.t.erfeiters is not extinct. Japanese have lately 
been cminterfeitinv the Dai Ichi (>inko notes ami passing them at 
Chemulpo One cnlptR was caught and imprismied for eight 3 iooth 9 i 
another for six tnomhg and another for three 
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3n the town of Ch'.i sgjn uViv.l [}..> *n i**»- if*niib Is^rt >ei»n ii)t* 
Toritfbaks gf-tbere't ;u JorCr in Jau:*.ar> ;i2i«l ucc^&rtiJ iLcil Out ik, 

longer Kor^ni? subjects and w.vulo n*.*'; later. '. : ;bc euizKiiasi'l- *he 
government. 

Pak Che->nn the apv^’uted Forcur.: Minwci nun 

Peking on his way to Korea i: Feb 211 * but :.hvm^ c.>me A* rur a?. 
Chin-wbuug IsJauil uear Port Arthur he f/.it b;*.ra t>. I'-eir .:i I if can.-r 
of the beginning of liactirtie.* 

On Feb. isi twenty*nine mure Koreans started v»r li£wci;i. Ue 
learr that recently tnc Korean? sent \eu their carninj:- huuic to 

Korw. in e simjle :lra r *t. 

There is ?*\c. to l« a short*#* in Uxo ti ,f >lli Soma Chilli* I Tuvin or 
o: sonic *370.00'/, out ic excessive ran:-* b:i»l -Hhe: 

Or. Ftfl*. and the Russians *un toi 5:.^ 1 >ijs <»; c»k»! t:u-:r store* 
houses r»n Po/e r-‘.«iiui. also its Insg* *.4 i«u‘je\ umo.inKi :*k.i si;iil- 

About the mi dele of February W. I* ratios ieJt Ki>re& oi" Ins 

w*\ o.» Auivric^. 

<»n thr eighth the jap.»:i--.v a.it!w.'.t:esp,>!ite ; iiuthc? ::i Sftinl stym*; 
that -vhas japar. \va> ib-n: ; . •!.• was r.x;a;t<i by ai*<i:vts ■■•! nuLtcwj.- 
ne»s and that tiir propei ty and prt- ma". rig hi- •.•: th^rciuis w.>uM ** 
respected Jf ary Korea:: was lU-lreated b> << Japan***' It* mast repi<r. 
the last an.: pictii'* vonld "••• ioiir him. 

Or. Xfcv e:c:i:b persistent rumor.' oi tat apjiioa-.::! >>. the Jap-tix* 
were venli*C. by the jppeurui'Cv oi a 'tig* ileci <:i i«.;.>3ncce trims pcit- 
and war vessels i7 Qtmalp:!. Tile Kalian Gunboat A '» \r/z at temp tea 
tn]e&v«ioi Pori A item '<'.n was =ii.j»ps.j ; ; v the Japmcsc flee! «u the 
mou:h at the In*. and tamed back, a »ho: was nrec m<iii ibt Anrr/*/_\ 
hut it !> dial nit'll Uy t!.e 5 u.t I \v«t* by Aivin* n: The japuni**? 

tired ttVf torpcdiits at th; nun/:;, acuher of v.Ulft. -•••»• dice*. Tbcpr- 
i’.p:«n ilic Ktissian ?<•«;: vm i<ack !•• iicratu'huras?. At •> clock Hirer 
japaneHC trail'| >ij’> •;si.nr ;t;i. i .ti? iuidci*nv**yc.i ;:t ttv;, cr jiscre tn«t 
three torped.-ivats Tat wck •Iiseinuark/.tu r. i.e^an aiii.ti?; 1:11- 
r.JCiitaisly and cunt naed -ti’. :;i j]n ! v :i»r ’iyht ><! titj^e lire.* ;:ii:.r i.:i the 
jetry Ttie i-r-AititrK SI.II’1 t• Ji•• went oi 1 tile •■.iirit- iJ.n it. 

v uned the tie el oi.:uruii:lf • i.<_\ A.i.nir.ti ‘‘nit. aic fi^.'rh:p be Inc. Ihr 
.Va/x&AJ. 

liursy :n Febrv.ury tee people oi Viciian -e\ eir v-mx> -iiie^ nv>rt]i «•: 
Seotil arose :i: n-' oA •r.'i urove their prelect awa> l>ctausc ot hi' v.M'ij- 
tions. 

Feb. ;tli the .ho’ crnmer.i receiver! a licspnlch froiu the prefect 
q; Wiju sr-yics tiist kuiiiuus were uppioachiap the honie: and 
that tile Japauesc were preparing to rice. 

I-rtm. tbc eighth <•; February lac purl or Ciieniulpo m a cense 
lilOv ka.ieii by the Tap»i:e.se . wi.'.t V.v rhe:: ronsdit couM U>ats t>o -n or 
out. 

On the seventh il.e i oreipn Oflicc cent *o aJ: the Korean ports, 
ordering :iit: re«> should cc m:n»ei:i;Ae'.y tele^rap'uei! or ar.v ir.;i>ortaat 
movesneitiR 
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Oi! thr seventh the >p/incw:authorities pasted up a notice in variocia 
?art« rr Seotii *vr-ng that the p;r*vle must not l>i disturbed if Japanese 
trocp* .vrivt*; or* the sinu.* lav telegraphic connection with 

FvOrty.SengMo. Taihti. IThungj’.:. Fusan and Masanpo was broken. 
The Japanese cook TK'S»c*sion of Pr.nct> rmwhabs h:msc in Seool and $et 
:> guard. l;i*.t about the Twentieth they g;«v? ‘t haeir ajpwn. Ic i* said that 
the >:e:?.un* wu; •ecausc ol a debt ami laal when this was liquidated the 
Jiocsc was ayum given up. Thr samc lay The Osaka Shoaen Kaiflha 
«u*pemted tber •egnlAr -oliednie *ir tLenmerc :•.> Korea 

On the ninth *'CCurred r .lie IVjieci* Chemulpo which w« have des¬ 
cribed elsewhere. The troops wsicn had landed during the night came 
up to de^ul b\ r?*il. A large min* her oi Japanese officials and others 
were at the Smith Onto Station ;u welcome them, Lc was not known 
whtvlier tuere wu.ild be -my popular ’istnoit&lrutiou against the entrance 
ot the troops into the citv hoc all >uch fears were groumlless for every¬ 
thing remained perfectly quiet and the entrance took place withcot any 
excitement a: ad. Even tae Korean crowd that gathered to witness the 

■scent '••*i/conrpnrativejv -r.mll. ill* >liLj«?*tv wm COll«idera.bly disturbed 
by this coming :v the Japanese in force l:ct no Japanese went n«ar the 
palace nut was there any cur se U\t Alarm. At Twelve o’clock rhe noise 
ox the canconadirg a* Chemulpo was plainly heard in Seoul and people 
lime red iu awe to the distant thunder of battle wondering what it pot- 
tended. There wo* nu such exodus notn the city as might have been 
expected but it :s saicl tnat a considerable number Of wealthy men aeot 
their families and their valuables out ol the city. It was on thi* same 
dav that the Japanese took possession of the Korean telegraph offices 
at Masanpo and tutsan. Immediately after the battle the Japanese 
Author:tics put a guard arv.ut the’ Kus6iaa Consulate in Chemulpo and 
:i>one could ser the Rnss.n,i T-witlurjc first securing a pass, from 
the ..sip &::«&* Consul ;l.uai<* i::i icr-tand rhru this was tor the purpose of 
protecting :he Coo^ui. A 'i;<tr«: wus also nut over the offices of the 
Kr^T^rii StcRir^hip Cosapuay of which Mr. Sabatin was agent, and 
other Russian houses were a 1*0 guarded. This same day The Japanese 
began coaling the Korean war-vessel the Vang- mu ho. This boat hod 
been partially pa d bit by ‘.lie Ki.reftn gnv^ruoieut. The b#gin«itig of 
active hostilities i;nu:ed : atelv affected exchange and the price of a yen 
fell from 32.30 to jJi.dg in Korean aioiiev. 

Great uneasiness is said to exist in Rvengyang among the natives 
and many are flec.ng to the country msoaus** ol the near approach of the 
Russians. One thing i- certain. the Koreans very differently to- 

win: the .fM.pjine.*c> tlnin coward the Russians. 

On the Twelfth o: fehruary at half past seven iu the morning the 
Russian Minister an:: a’.! the other members of the Legation Staff and 
All Russian reisider.rs s Seoul v enc tu the West Cute Station and took a 
special train Inr Oietualpo. They were Altended hy about eighty Rus¬ 
sian soldiers. Many of me other Foreign Representatives were on the 
staliou platform to bid :lie Russ.au Minister and his saite good bye but 
not a single Korean oh’iaai wjvs lucre. 
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If a Chinaman or a Mafi'chi: should come here and do as 
your people did they would he treated ju the same mariner as 
we did your people. In fact, we did put to death a Chinaman 
because he came here in disguise and chained his costume; 
and I he Chinese government never said a word about it, for 
they knew this to be our law. Cven had we known their 
nationality, their actious were so contrary to our laws that we 
couid hardly have spared :heui. how much less then when we 
did know it. This matte: hardly needs more explanation. 
Yonr letter was sent without the proper formalities and we 
are not bound to answer it. This is not a mutter that a mere 
provincial governor can handle. As we are China's vassal it 
is out (intv to consult the court at Peking on all foreign mat¬ 
ters. Tell this to your chief and do not :>e surprised that in 
order to show the true state of the case we have been led to 
speak thus plainly.” 

Ouc needs but to read Ibis to sec :liat it is an unanswer¬ 
able argument. From a merely politics] and legal point 
of view the Korean government had all the facts on her side, 
though from the standpoint of humanity they were wrong. It 
is strange that they omitted the strongest argument of all 
namc.y, that they asked the Frenchmen to leave and they re¬ 
fused It is ev:f-:it that by souoiug they made themselves 
amenable to Koveon law, and took the consequences, good or 
bad. Onecaunot admire enough the heroism which they dis¬ 
played in staying to suffer with their coreligionists, though 
the opportunity was given them to save themselves by de¬ 
parture. It cannot be doubted that the rapid spread of 
Catholicism in Korea is cut in large measure to the heroic 
self-sacrifice of those men and others like them, who literally 
gave their lives to the work. It would be wrong however to 
say that the government was wholly without excuse. 

This answer was not accepted as satisfactory by the 
French government and a rejoinder was sent saying that 
thereafter French subjects who should be taken on Korean 
soil caust be Bent to Peking, otherwise the Korean govern¬ 
ment would lay itself open to grave evils. But soon after 
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tins the revolution of lfc^S took place m France and these 
eastern questions were all forgotten for the time being. 

1 c ii> 4 qtbe king died without male issue and his grand¬ 
mother Kim nomitmed his nephew, the son of a banished 
brother. The young man entered upon the duties of his ol- 
tce at the age of nineteen arid he is known by his post¬ 
humous title of Cn'nl-jong T/l-wang. This reign of fourteen 
years beheld some important reforms. The law was reaffirm¬ 
ed that the families of uauished men might follow them into 
exile. Gambling was severeh interdicted. The merchants’ 
monopolies were broken up.. A hard fight was made against 
brihery and peculation ir. high place?. Country gentlemen 
were forbidden to seize and beat any one belonging to the 
lower orders. 

This king was the son Prince Chun-gve by a slave wo¬ 
man named Kang. He was tl;r great-grandson of the Crown 
Prince, Sado whom bis talker oaiicd up iti the box. 

H:s reigs; was ar important one in two respects. First 
the very rapid spread of Roman Catiioicism and second the 
settled -jolicv which was adopted toward all outside influ- 

A W 

ences. When the reign began there were about 11,000 Christ¬ 
ian? :n Korea and when it closed in 1863 there were in 
the vicinity of 20.Of.u1, or a‘.most double. Everyone knew 

s 

that to combat it there would be need of a king o: a different 
calibre from Ck’ul jong; and so during these rears the work 
of propagating the new faith went on steadily and without 
any considerable drawbacks. The picture ot the country as 
draw'll by the French is indeed a sad one. They say the 
king had shown hitiiscif quite ineapabh and had become a 
mere debatichc The higHe-t officials, were fattrning of: the 
people aud the latter were frequently consulting the books of 
prophecy which toretold tits cisciiuson ut the dynasty. And 
ijOw foreigners began to enter the country in greater num¬ 
bers. Maistre, Jansen, Kcrneux followed each other iu 
■quick succession in the early fifties. The latter became 
Bishop of Kor=a. 

About the end of :S5oc.?me the news of Ibe fall of Peking 
before the combined French and English forces, the Sight of 
the Emperor and the burning anc looting of the Summer 
Palace. The news was that thousands of foreigners had come 
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\o overthrow the empire. The utmost consternation prevailed 
in Seoul. An official memorialised the throne giving three 
causes lor lively conceru. 

fit The Emperor, fleeing before his eietnies, might 
wish to find asylum in Korea, nr at least might lake refuse in 
some Mancfau fortress just beyond the border. Every possible 
approach ought to be strictly guarded co th.it the Emperor 
might not dare to force liis way into Korean Icrritoiv. (This 
shows the depth ol Korea’s loyalty to China. 

( 2 I The outlaw bands that infested the neutral strip be¬ 
tween Korea and China might attempt an imtsion of Korea 
•and forts ought to he V>ni 1 ' »o prevent such an enterprise. 

(31 Worst oi all. there might be a possible invasion of 
Korea by the foreigners. Korean cities would be wrecked, 
the nmraN of the people would be loweieil. a depraved religion 
would be established. As tha foreigners were strong Orly on 
the sea or on level ground the mountainous character oi Ko¬ 
rea would be of material advantage to her. Tiic army should 
be reorganised, ami forts should be built along the principal 
approaches to Seoul; also a: Tong-nu. Nam-yaug, Pu-byQng 
and Iti-jti. A fort should be built or high ground command¬ 
ing the passage of the narrows at Kaug-wha. Western boats 
could uot of course ascend the Han River. As the foreign 
religion spread rapidly in the provinces every precaution should 
be taken to prevent the foreign priests communicating with 
their countrymen abroad. 

The ministry and tbs. people all applauded this plan and 
the memorialist was made a judge and given power to carry 
out hi* scheme. Tot new* came thick and f:i-t telling of the 
killing of thousands of Chinese soldiers, and the returning 
embassy in Febrtiarv *Sf>i. gave detinue news os' the Eight cf 
the Emperor and the treaty wrested from the great Chinese 
empire. This news electrified the people. Ail business was 
suspended. The well-to-do people all 3yd to mountain r-. 
treats the doughty memorialist among the first. The ministers 
sent away their families and their goods. Maav of !he high 
officials asked the protection o: the Roman Catholics, and 
tried to procure Roman Catholic Docks or badges of any kind- 
and many wore tlie^e at tbeir belts in broad daylight. The 
yamto-runners were louo in their protestations that they had 
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had nothing* to do with *.hc oerfiecution <»f the Catholics. It 
was believed by the French in Korea at the time ibat a most 
favorable treaty could have been concluded j'.*.<: at that time; 
but :;o effort in that direction whs stride by the French. 

Gradually the cxciler.ietH abated and preparations for 
'’car were pushed, the wealthy classes supplying the money 
foi the same. Old arms were resurrected, and cannon were 
Cast on the model o: cue obtained front tHe French wrecks. 
At this time there wen* nine Firm *h:m-ri in Korea. 

Tiie year it>6i was a i.uj'd one tor the people. They 
were tuxed ro the lost farthng anc. local riots were exceed¬ 
ingly roiiinion. The French give u? ua amusing incident, 
where the widows o; a ctr!.i::i prefecture were taxed. They 
rose up cu tnaac and mobbed the prefect's office, caught his 
mother, tore off all he:* garuieats and ieft ho'well nigh naked. 
Tins of course mean; iha: n:e preiect «a> disgraced ioi life. 


Chapter XIV. 

Betide the death-bed of king tTi'oi-jnjjjj... ;» boh! woman_rise of the 

Tomi-iiiife ts foiirde: 1 ; Hit'll . . .the King's father heroines regenl 
iv.< iwii misiuke*- .. .be selects a jjiiee;' . Russian request ... 
ilie Regent vushed hv the conservative pnrl> .. .deolb-wAilftllt ni 
.. boliop Bern cum .. .French priests executed_.priceless manu¬ 

script i«st a Fret’cli priest escape? to Ch;r.c "ml tells the news 
... .Ciur.a advise', i\.:rtv. r.> make peace... .shipwreck of '.be "Stir* 

prist'_face <•! the -'otiier:.! ^.liernian" persecution renewed 

. French recur roiit-mig cvpe>iiitio:i. . r*’n;ickii- 1 e of the Han an¬ 
nounced . Ficrr'.i expedition under Admiral Rt«e . piepmaliouji 

for defense . . cut respoi'.dence ...French dcleat_the French retire 

Koreans exultant .... pei'•eentien rclor.hier. .. . the. Kyuaij-iHik 
I r.'.acf rebuilt AmeKcun expedition cr.c.er Admiral Hodges.. 
American victarv on Kang-wca .. .he Jlcei rebres monnmeni 
trebled in Seoul. 

The evcr.ts of the present rcig*:, which began in January 
tfcc*4. arc fresh i:i the meniorv 01 many stili living, and the 
aceuuiiT here given is liken Iargeiv from statements of eye¬ 
witnesses of the scene 0 tber-in de*orib?d. A detailed history 
ni the present reign would f.l! *»:ti:n<- i*.i itself and of course 
wt car. bui b:it”y '•.**. ch upon the leading even is in it. 
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The circumstances which ushered in (he reign are graph¬ 
ically described bv Dalle: and are substantially as follows. 

m 9 m 

King Ch'ul'jong bad been suffering for some time with a pul¬ 
monary a (lection, but in January of 1*64 he seemed better 
and he began to walk about a little. On the fifteenth, feeling 
greater Uneasiness thau usual., uc went into hi* garden for a 
walk. There he was suddenly taken with faintness and was 
just able to drag himself hack to his room, where'he fell in a 
dying condition. The Minister Kim Ckoa-geun, his son Kim 
Pyuog-gu and three ether relatives were immediately in at¬ 
tendance. As they were deliberating, the nephew of the 
Dowager Queen Cho. widow of the King Ik-jong, happened 
to pass, and seeing what was going on, lie hastened to his 
aunt's apartments and exclaimed, “What are you doing here? 
The king is dead." He advised her to hasten to the king = 
apartments, gain possession of the royal seals and nominate 
to the throne some one of her choice, declaring him to be the 
son aod heir of King Ik-jong. her husband. This woman 
thereupon hastened to the side of the expiring king where 
she louuc the attendants, as we have said, and with them the 
queen, who held the royal seals iu a fold of her skirt. The 
Dowager Queen peremptorily demanded these seals, and when 
the queen dettitmed she snatched them violently from her. 
No one dared oppose the determined woman who thus took 

fortune by tht forelock and in the course <jf a moment curved 
the course of empire. She then made proclamation in the 
name of the king, saving “The king says the royal seals shall 
be in charge o: Queen Cho. The throne shall go to Mvur.g- 
bok, second son of Prince Heung-sang (whose name was Yi 
.Ha-euiig). Minister Chong shall be executor uf the king's 
will and Minister Kim shall go acd find the newly ap¬ 
pointed king." The Dowager Queeu Cho thus became Regent 
and the queen's party, the Kim family, bad to retire from 
power. 

It was at the very beginning of the reign that the peculiar 
.‘■eel called the Tong-hik arose in the south. Its founder was 
oncCh oe Pok-sulof Kyong-ju in Kyiing-sang Province. The 
great formula of the sect was the mysterious sentence Ck un 
Jt< (ho a (hung rung sc but inang man s# citi. which means 
“May the Lord of Heaven aid oar nund.- that vc uiay ever 
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femember, and tuny He rnokr nil things turn out according to 
<ki r t-i re. ‘ The ad hc.rer.lsn!’this sect would sit ami singthis 
Wrt.nla by the hour. They would also dance, brandishing 
swords in a sort of frenzy, and pretend to be rising to heaven. 
The innie Tong-iiak or "Histern Sect” was given by them- 
s elves to disiimruisa themselves front the Su-hak or “Western 
Sect.” iiamclv Roman Cithobcism. • So at least some affirm. 
Its rise ivi> exceed;ugly npid and soon it had turolled an 
enormous number of people. The government was at last 
nidig-d to take cognizance of it. and a body of troop? was 
sent south, ivhu captured an< ! put to death the founder of the 
^cet. This put an end for ttir time to its active propagatidism 
but it was by no means dead as we shall see. 

The L)owa?er Ouren Cim was a violent opponent of Chris- 
tinnifv and filled nil the offices with enemies of tli^ Roman 
Catholics, lini -he was :i it to hold the reins of power long. 
The king's father in vi-w of :iis sou's elevation to the 
throne had received the title 1‘ritice TS-wuu. or TS-wuugnn 
as hr is u-.ua. 2 y ral'-wl. IV whs h man of commanding per¬ 
sonality’ and inflexible will a:i:l on the whole he was the most 
striking character in modem Korean history. He has been 
variously estimated. Some have considered him the greatest 
statesman in Karen ; others 'n.ve taken him for a mere dema¬ 
gogue. His main chamctr:isttc was an indomitable will 
which took the bit in its iceih and swept toward the goal of 
its desire irrespective of every obstacle, whether o: morals, 
economics, politics or consanguinity. He was withal unable 
t<> read the siens of the times. The two great mistakes of his 
life Mere, first in supposing ht could eradicate Roman Calhoii- 
cimii by force, ar.d second in supposing that he could prevent 
the o-oeni igof Korea torrentv relations. The regency mtur- 
nliv passed into his hands ;ma he tacitly agreed to uphold the 
principles oi the conservative jurtv that had raised him to 
power. 

Ilis first act was to order a rer.i ensure in eat of the tilled 
land of the country with a view to the increasing of the rev¬ 
enue. The treasury was empty and he had plans in mind 
that would require money. One of these plans was the erec¬ 
tion o: a new palace cm the mins of the KvO-ig boh Paines, au 

enterprise which the finances of the countrv bv no means war- 

* * * 
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ranted. His next act was to betroth his son the king to his 
wife's niece. His wife had two brothers one of whom was 
living but the other had died leaving one daughter. It was 
'this daughter of Vlin Cii’i-rok who became queen. She was 
the ki Bg’s senior by four years. As her father was dead she* 
became she foster child of her uncle Min Ch’i-gu. Iu this 
unsoti. as every one knows, the Regent sought to cement his 
own power, but, as every one likewise knows, he made a 
serious ini-take. 

In January 1866 a Russian gunboat dropped anchor in 
tho harbor of Wfin-san and a letter was seut to Seoul asking 
fortreedom of trade with Koieu. The answer given was that 
as Korea was the vassal of China the matter must he negotiat¬ 
ed at Peking, ami »d envoy was dispatched for that purpose. 

It is said that Roman Catholic adherents made use of the 
great uneasiness which prevailed in government circles re¬ 
specting Russia* to compose a letter urging that the only 
wav to ward off Russia was by making aa alliance with 
France aud England. It is said that the Regent received this 
communication and gave it .special and, as sonic believe, iavor- 
ablc attention. We are. told that the Roman Catholics were 
all in a most hopeful state o: mind, fully believing the boor 
had conic for the awakening of Korea. In the light of sub¬ 
sequent events it is difficult to determine whether the Regent's 
interest m the plnn was real or whether it was a ruse where¬ 
by In make the final roup all the more effective. All things 
considered, the latter theory fits the facts more perfectly. The 
French themselves believed the Regent was pushed on to the 
.great persecution of by the violent anti-Cliriftliftn party 

that had put him in power, aud that it wassimplyAnother case o: 
•"It thou do it not thou art not Caesar's friend." They found 
rault with him lor harboring the idea of a combination with 
this foreign element and demanded the death of the foreign 
priests and a general persecution I; is said the Regent re¬ 
minded them of the burning of the Suramf Palace at Peking 
aud the taking of that Imperial Capital, but that they answer- 
ed that they had killed Frenchmen before without harm re¬ 
sulting, and they could do it agiin. 

Whatever may have-been the pressure brought to bear 
on him, he finally signed the death warrant of all the foreign 
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priest* in the land, and on February 23rd Bishop Bcrnc'tx 
seized and thrown icto the common jail, but two days 
later he was traiislerred to the prison where :voble prisoners 
were c«*nntied. On the 26th l e was brought before »i>e tribunal 
where lie gave hi* name a* Chang;. He said he had come to 
save the son is o: tne Koreans and that he hac been in the 
cnsiniry ten year-. Hr refused to leave except by force. As 
ti'.v government had mace tip its mind as to its course, his 
chitib warrant was then mace out. and it ran thus: “The ac¬ 
cused Chang, refuses to obey the king. He will not aposta- 
lue. Ht >\ :ii not give the :i.mrmatiou demanded. lie refuses 
to return o his owr. courit’.y. Therefore, after the usual 
punishments, he will be n.-capitarfd. ' While he was await¬ 
ing liis er.d. BreteniuT*.**, ilennki-u, hud Doric were taken, and 
aj:er sfir.ilar itij.'. wet'.- concer;tied to death. All four of these 
heroic nun w : r- decapitateo '.t :be public execution ground 
■ ear tlu* r:<-er on the eighth of March and their bodies were 
buried together :y. trench from which they were recovered 
six month* brer and given burial by Roman Catholic ad- 
here«t*. Four dav* later two more prests. Pc’.i Ini coins uiid 
Fourth ^ were executed ;--i the- same place. It was the latter 

wiij lost at tins time not only his life but hi- priceless man- 

* 

^scripts, a Korean Grammar anc a Lolm-Kotean-Chincse 
Dictionary, on which he h.iti been at work for ten years. 
Three more toe priests. Diveicy, Auroaitre and Huin were 

seized soon afte: this and -iut to death, but not till the latter 

* 

bad despatched letter i<» China, which was Gestined to turn 
up long afterward. There were three priests Sell, Calais, 
Feroii a in! Ridel. The last of these was selected to attempt 
the journey to China and give infortnatioi: of these terrible 
events. After almost incredble labors he succeeded in get¬ 
ting sway from the shore o; Whang-ca Province in a junk to¬ 
gether with eleven native believers, and made his way to 
Caefuo. From there he hastened to Tientsin aud informed 
Admiral Roze of the death oi his fellow-countrymen. The 
Admiral promisee to hasten rc the rescue o: the remaining two 
and the avenging o: those who had been slain: but a revolt 'r. 
Cochin-China prevented hint from redeeming his promise 

ttutil t hr. following 5ri.»trmix* 

The Chinese government, through the annual embassy, 
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informed the king of Korea'that the kill mg of foreigners \va? 
an exceedingly foolish proceeding and that be bad better make 
peace with France on the best terms possible, for if China 
could not withstand her surely Korea could not. The Regent 
replied, however, that it was not the first time French blood 
had remained unavenged in Korea. 

On June 24th an American sailing vessel, the "Surprise,” 
was wrecked off the coast of Whang-bS Province. Her cap¬ 
tain and crew were hospitably* treated and conducted to the 
Chinese border with great care, by order of the Regent, who 
thus illustrated the truth of the assertion that Korea would 
do no harm to met) who were ship-wrecked on her coast. 
Even in the midst of at) auti-forcign demonstration of the 
most severe type, these tneu were humanely treated and sent 
upon their way. 

Early in September the sailing vessel "General Sherman” 
entered the mouth of the Ta-docg River. She carried five 
white foreigners and nineteen Asiatics. Her ostensible object 
was trace. The governor of P'yfing-an Province sent, 

demanding the canse of her coming and the answer was* that 

they desired to open np trade with Korea. Though told tha L 
this was impossible, the foreign vessel not only did not leave 
but on the contrary, pushed up the river until she reached a 
point opposite Yang-jak Islaud not far from the city of P'yuog- 
ynug. It was only ibe heavy mins in the interior and at) ex¬ 
ceptionally high tide that allowed her to get across the bar, 
and soon she was stuck in the mud. and all hopes of ever 
saving her were gone. Tnisrusb move astonished the Koreans 
above measure. Something desperate must be the intentions 
of men who would drive a ship thus to certain destruction. 
After a time word came from the Regent to attack her if she 
did not leave ac once TheD tbe f.gfct began, but without 
effect on either side until tbe Koreans succeeded in setting 
fire to Tbe “General Sherman” with fire-rafts. The officers 
and crew then were forced to drop into the water, where 
many of them were drowned. Those that reached the shore 
were immediately hewn cown bv the frenzied populace. The 
trophies of this fight are shown today ia tbe shape of the 
auchcr chains of the ill'-fated vessel, which bang in one o' the 
gateways of P'y utig-yar.g. No impartial student of both sides 
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of this question can assert that the Koreans were specially 
blame-worthy. The ship had been warned off bat had rash¬ 
ly Featured where no ship could go without being wreck¬ 
ed even were, all other circumstances Favorable. The Koreans 
could not know that this was a mere blunder. They took the 
vessel, and naturally, to be a hostile one and treated her ac¬ 
cordingly. 

In September the persecution oi Roman Catholic ad¬ 
herents was resumed. This is said to have been caused by a 
letter From one of the Christians to the Regent urging a treaty 
oi peace with France. Hut by this time Admiral Koze was 
ready to redeem his promise, and on the tenth of that month 
Kish >p Ridel boarded bis flag-ship at Chefoo. The French 
authorities had already iuioriued the Chinese at Peking that 
France did uot recognise the suzerainty of China over Korea 
and asserted that the land about to t>e conquered would be 
disposed of as France wished without reference to the Pekin 
government. It was decided to send the corvette la Prim- 
auguef, and the aviso, ie Dtruuibie, and the gunboat, Tardif . 
to make a preliminary survey of the approaches to Seoul. 
Bishop Ridel accompanied this expedition in the capacity of 
interpreter. 'Arriving off Clifford Islands on the twentieth, 
the little fleet entered Prince jrfronie Gulf, and the following 
day i tfirouibic was seat to explore, the entrance to the Han 
River. Finding the channel between Kang wha and the main¬ 
land satisfactory, she returned to the anchorage and together 
they steamed up the river the only casualty being the loss of 
the false keel of the Primauguct. These vessels steamed up 
the river as far as the river towns opposite the capital, silenc¬ 
ing a few forts cn the way. Bishop Ride, used all his powers 
of persuasion to induce the commander to leave oue oi these 
beats here while the others went to China to report, but with¬ 
out avail. They ail steamed away together. 

Meanwhile thrre was panic in Seoul. The end had come, 
in the estimation of many of the people. A general stampede 
ensued cud nearly a quarter oi the citizens of Seoul fled away, 
tearing their houses and goods. We will remember chat when 
Ridel escaped from Korea he left two companions behind. 
There made a dcr.y.eratc Attempt 10 communicate with the 
French boats oi the river, but so Herce was the persecution 
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and so watchful were the authorities that they were quite no- 
able to do so. They finally escaped, however, by means 
of junks which carried them out into th:; Yellow Sea, 
where they fell in with Chinese boats that carried them to 
. China. 

before the surveying expedition sailed Sick to China 
Bishop Ridel was informed by native Cnristia-'s of the burn¬ 
ing of the "General Shernvm" and the fate o: her crew, the 
renewal of the persecution and the order that all Christians 
be put to death after onlv a preliminary trial. He urged the 
commandant to slay, but the flestt sailed away and reported in 
China, where th? real pr.n ; :i»*eexpedition was rapidly prepar¬ 
ing. On October eleventh the blockade of the lian River 
was announced to the Chinese authorities and to the various 
powers through Lhcir representatives ut Peking, and then Llic 
Trench "rel sailed away to the conquest oi Korea. The 
llolilia consisted of the seven boats Quci'i’kif, i+spitic:, Prim- 
<iuQ\ir/. Daoukde, Rienchav, To. rdif and /.tore:kont. 

But while these preparations were going on, other pre¬ 
parations were going on in Korea. The total complement of 
troops throughout the peninsula was railed into requisition. 
Arms were forged and troot's c.:: .--d. The Japanese govern¬ 
ment, even, was invited to take a hand in ihv war that was 
impending, but she did not respond. Japan herself was 
abort to enter upon a great civil war, a no had no force to spa re 
for outside work, even if she had had the desiit. 

On October thirteenth the French lieet reached Korea 
and three days later the attack on Kang-vtha commences:. In 
an hour's lime the town was in the po;vs$io» of the French 
and large amounts of arms, ammunition and provisions were 
■vdzfrt, besides various other valuables such as treasure, works 
of ari, books and porcelain. This rv'.\-r« by no means 
disheartened the Koreans. Gen. Vi Kyoug-ha was put in 
charge of the forces opposed to tiie "invaders." This force 
was led in person b> Gen. Vi Wfn heui who found the 
French already iu }>ossessiou of the fortress. The Koreans 
were iu force at Tong-jin just across the estuary from Kaag- 
whn. acc. fearing that the vessels would attempt lu ascend 
the river, they sank loaded junks in lhe channel. This 
channel must have been much deerer Thau if is today. 
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The Regent “ivnre trial any man who should suggest 
peace with the enemy should meet with instant death. A 
letter was sen* to the French saving that the priests had come 
in disguise and had taken Xore3n names and had desired to 
lay their hands on the wealth of the land. It cellared that 
the priests had been well killed. In reply the French said they 
bad come in the name of Napoleor., Sovereign of the Grand 
French Empire, who desired the safety of his subjects, and 
that since nine of hi- subject* had been killed, it must he ex¬ 
plained. They also demanded the three ministers' who had 
been foremost in the ■persecution and m the killing of the 
priests should be handed over to them and that a plenipoten¬ 
tiary be appointed for the ratifying of a treaty. To this letter 
no answer was received. 

Meanwhile Gen Vang Hon-sn had led ~.ooo men to the 
fortress of Chr*ng-jok on Kn:g-wha where a celebrated mon¬ 
astery stands. These men were mostly hardy mountaineers 
and tiger-hunters Iroui Kmrg-gye in Vue far uortli. the 
descendants of those same men who in the ancient days of 
Ko yitrj u drove back an army of Chinese jod.ooo strong and 
destroyed all but 700 of them. This fortress is admirably 
situated ior defer.se, lying as it does in a cup formed by a 
*eim-circle oi mountains and approachable from only one 
direct ion. where it is guarded by a crenellated wall and a 
hcuv\ >tonc gvitc. 

The great mistake of the French was Tit supposing this 
place couid l>e stormed by a paltry ipo men. The whole 
French force coui : not have done it. Mu sooner had this 
little band come weii within range of th; concealed garrison 
than it was met by a withering tire which instantly put half 
of them hors jir wtnbni. After some attempts to make a 
stand in the-shelter ol trees, lints, rocks and other cover, a 
retreat was railed ancl the French moved slowly back carrying 
their dead and wounded. They were closely pursued and 
with difficulty made their way buck to the main body. The 
result would probably have been much more serious had not 
the retreating party been met by a b >dy of reinforcements 
From the main body. The n-xt day orders were given 10 fire 
the town mid re-embark This caused great surprise and dis¬ 
satisfaction among the men. but we incline to the belief that 
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it was tbc only thing to do. The number of men that had 
beta mustered to effect the humiliation of Korea was ridicul¬ 
ously small compared with what was necessary. ’ Six thou* 
saod French might have done it. bn; six hundred—uevtt. 
We Deed seek no further than this for the cause of the aban¬ 
donment of the enterprise. To be sure, it had done infinitely 
more harm tha:; good, and if it had been possible to succeed 
even at a heavy cost of life i: would have been better to go 
od; but it was not possible. 

The effect oi this retreat upon the Regent and the court 
may he imagined Peking bad fallen before these ''barbar¬ 
ians" bur the tiger-hunters cl the north had driven them 
away in confusion. If the reader will try ro view this event 
from the ill-informed standpoint of the Korean court, he will 
see at once that Iheir exultation was quite reasonable and 
uatural. The last argument agiinst n sweeping persecution 
of Christians was now removed -altd new and powerful argu¬ 
ments iu favor of it were added. The fiat went for 111 that the 
plague of the foreign religion *hou'.d be swept from tbc land. 
Ivo quarter was tr> he given. Neither age nor sex nor quality 
were to weigh in the ha tan re. From that time tdi 1870 the 
persecution was destined to rage with unabated fury ,vd the 
French estimated the number killed at S.ooo. The hardships 
and sufferings of this time are second to none iti the history 
of religious persecutions. Hundreds fled to the mountains 
and there starved or iroze to death. The tales of rhar terri¬ 
ble time remind one of the persecutions under the Roman 
Kmperors or the no less terrible scenes of the Spanish In<jni¬ 
si lion. 

But to return to :8S6 There were other events of inter¬ 
est transpiring. The per scheme of the Regent to build iiis 
sod a new palace was being worked out. Ti.e palace was .11 
process of erection, when suddenly the funds gave out. Hero 
the Regent committed his next great blunder. This time il 
was in the leaiin of Una rice, fie entertained the fallacy that 
he could meet a deficit by coining money. Of course the 
only way to meet a dtCcil in this way was to debase the cur¬ 
rency. He did it on 2 grand scale when he'once determined 
noon it, for whereat, the people had from time immemorial 
used a one-cash piece, be began to min: a hundred-cash piece 
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which uas acttiallv less than fifty cash in weight. One of 
Iht se v n« given n*.i day's wage to each of the workmen on the 
palace. This coin bore on its face the legend "The great 
F:i;: mr Honored Cash Piece, but it proved to be very small 
ijiiancc indeed, for of conrst its issue was immediately fallow¬ 
ed hv Cin enormous rise in the price of all commodities, and 

rice went u*.« two hundred per cent. The government was 
tints plunged deeper in the mire than ever ; but the Regent 
liari set his mil on ih:s thing and was determined to carry it 
through at a:iv co*u. His uext move, taken in the following 
year, was to bring in old, discarded. Chinese cash literally by 
Ibe cart i<»ad. across the border. Tiiis he had bought in 
China at auction prices and forced on the people as legal 
Under. At the s;Oe time he forced the people to work in 
gang'- uf ;>oo at a time on the palace without pay. In this 
way the woik was finished, bur it is safe to say that to 1 his 
dm '.lie country has not recovered from the effects of that 
mad financiering. Wealthy citizens were called up^n to 
make donations to the building fund, and this gained the 
soubriquet of ’ The Free-will Offering." 

The year iSft*. which meant so much for Japan, was not 
otherwise sigmlised in Korea than by a demand ou the part 
of Russia that Korean refugee* beyond the border be rec.*li¬ 
ed It also beheld the publication of the work “The Six De¬ 
partments ami then Duties. * In September alone J.ooO 
Christians weft- killed, five hundred of them being residents 
oi Seoul. 

The United States had not forgotten the fate ofthe"Gen- 
rral S'-erninr.." She had no intention of letting the matter 
■drop. !n the early spring of 1 Sti minister Frederick F. Low, 
at Peking, received instructions from his government to go in 
company with Rear-admi va. Rodgers to the shores o: Korea 
and attempt to conclude a treaty relative to the treatment of 
American svnmen who might he cast upou the shores of that 
country. lie was also instructed to try to make a trade con¬ 
vention with Korea looking toward the opening of Korea to 
foreign commerce. The fleet consisted of the war vessels 
Co>or&do. Alaska. Hcroiria. Monwuiy, and Pa These ves¬ 
sels rendezvoused ai Nagasaki and on May sixteenth they 
set sail for Korea Minister Low's correspondence with his 
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gDrwnnieiit shows that he had accurately gauged the oroixi• 
bilities of the situation. A loug aoju'iintauce with the Korean 
could not have rendered hi.*: d.agnosis of the case more ac¬ 
curate than it was. From the very first he considered it to 
bea liopeleao case, and-he wjs rigat. But llii« in ns way >ew- 
seDed the care he exercised in doing everv thing in ins sower 
to render th£ expedition a success. After lour Teen days of 
struggle against dense fogs, tortuous channels and swift tidal 
currents the fleet dropped anchor off the islands* known as the 
Ferrierrc group, uot far from Eugenic Inland. This on 
May 50th. They had not been there long bdurc they were 
boarded by some sroatl official? with whom MinisUt Low was 
of course unable to treat, hut through them he sent a nlencly 
message to Seoul asking that an official of equal rank with the 
American envoy be sent to cooler with hiu; on important 
matters. The Koreans had already received through the 
Chinese an intimation of what the Americans desired but they 
argued that as their policy of carrying ship-wrecked mariners 
safely across the border was well known abroad and as they 
did not care to open up relations with other countries, there 
was r.o call to send an envoy to treat with the Americans. 
The Regent shrewdly, ihongh mistakenly, suspected that the 
“General Sherman" affair was at the bottom ol this, as the 
death of the French priests had teen the cause oi tue French 
expedition and he decided to garrison Knig-wba and deal 
with the Americans as be had with the French. Gen. O- 
\b-jun was sent with j.oco troops to Kwong Fori on the inland 
o: Kang-wha A pc.rt oi this force was stationed as garrison 
at Tok-chin, a little fort at the narrowest part of the estuary 
between Kang-wba and the tuainiaud. where the tide runs 
through with tremendous force and a dangerous reel adds to 
the difficulty ot navigation. 

Thus it was that wheo the Monocacv and Palos steamed 
slow »y up the channel on a tour of inspection they were fired 
upon by the guns of this little fort. No special damage was 
done, and as soon as the gunboats couid be gotten ready to 
reply to this nexpected assault they upeued breupou the iiltle 
fort and spedilv drove its garrison our. The Koreans supposed 
these gunboats were approaching ior the purpose of xssault. 
Indeed, as no intimation bad beer., given the Korean govern- 
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incut tliHt such a reconnoitering expedition was planned, and 
as this narrow passage was considered the main gateway of 
approach to the capital, the Koreans argued strictly from the 
book sn.l the American contention that the attack was un¬ 
provoked was groundless, for to Korean eves the very ap¬ 
proach to this stronghold was abundant provocation. 

When the fort had been silenced, the two gunboats 
steamed back to the main anchorage aud reported. It was 
instantly decided that an apology must he forthcoming from 
the government, but as none came, retaliation was thec.il>’ 
thing left to vindicate ihe wounded honor of the United 
Slates. A strong force was despatched, which, under cover 
oi the ship's guns was landed near the fori, and alter a hard 
baud to baud si toggle in which every mac of the garrison 
was killed at his post the place was taken. Thus was the 
tarnished honor of the Great Republic restored to its former 
brightness. But mark the sequel. The Admiral plainly was 
entirely unequal to the task of pushing the matter to the 
gates of Seoul, and so he withdrew aud sailed away to China 
exactly as the French hid done. The great mistake in this 
lay in ignorance of the Korean character. The government 
cared little for the loss of a fc-y earth-works on Kang-wha. 
In iact, even if the Americans had overrun and ravaged half 
the peninsula aud yet had not unseated the king in his 
capital or endangered his person, their departure would have 
left the Koreans in the firui belief that the foreigners had 
beeu whipped. lu the last decade of the twelfth century the 
Japanese overran the coir.ilry, forced the King to flee to the 
very banks of the Yu!U. killed hundreds of thousands of the 
people aud for seven years waged equal war in the peninsula, 
and yet when Hideyostii died and his troops were recalled 
Korea claimed ihat the Japaucsc had been defeated ; and it 
was true. The approach oi United States gunboats up to 
the very walls of the “Gibraltar” of Korea was nothing less 
than a declaration of war, and the paltry loss of the little 
garrison was a cheap price to pay for their ultimate triumph 
ic seeing the American ships "liulLdowu” in the Yellow sea. 

When this glad news was published in Seoul the already 
plethoric pride of the Reger.t swelled to bursting. Another 
briliant victory had been scored. 
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The Russo-Japanese War. 
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and.look jxropk's grain and oLlicr Jbod and offered insults 
to the women uf the town. The prefect called together a 
strong force or tiger-hunters, who form a regular guild 
throughout the north, and set norm the Russians and in¬ 
ti axed severe injuries. We tio not yet know which side 
suffered the more l.nu it seems that the Koreans drove the 
obnoxious intruders across the Yalu. News of such 
things enrages the Koreans all over the country and the 
officers in the army are asking that they be sent to aid' 
the Japanese. One difficulty that the Russian meets in 
the north of Korea is that he lias no money excepting 
Rossi Jin paper roubles with which to pay tor provisions. 
These notes are quite useless to the Koreans and there¬ 
fore the Russians can live only by bringing all their sup¬ 
plies or by stealing from the people. Now that the Ko¬ 
rean government has made an alliance with Japan, the 

Russians doubtless feel at libertv to treat Korean terri- 

* 

torv as hostile ground, and levy whatever supplies they 
may want. If food was all they extorted it might fall 
within the limits of civilized warfare, but they take other 
liberties which are entirely outside the pale of modern 
military methods. 

Meanwhile, the Japanese are moving steadily north¬ 
ward and in a short time will have the Russians all the 
other side of the Yalu. That the Japanese recognize the 
seriousness of ihc situation and the probability of a long 
and exhausting war. is see:: in the fact that thev have al- 
ready begun the building of a railway from Seoul to the 
Yalu River. At the same time th^ road from Fu«ar. up to 
Seoul is being pushed to completion and when the two 
are finished there will be a continuous line from Fusan to 

the northern boundary o ; ' Korea. This road will serve a 

• 

double purpose, lor besides supplying a ready means of 

transport for troops, it will be sl; 11 more useful as a 
mentis for carrying Korean food stuffs from the southern 
districts, the ’‘garden of Korea.” to the north, where the 
Japanese army is nr. work. 

The past tew weeks have witnessed the last dying 
flurry of the “peddlar's" guild. This was once a simple 
mercantile society composed of travelling merchants or 
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peddlars, hut they disbanded loci it Ago anil in tlicir \>Uiw 
there* arose a so-called peJdJar’s guild which was in truth 
a gang of desperadoes who under cover of the name 
“private police” were prepared to do any dirty work 
that unscrupulous officials in high places saw fit to give 
them. They have been the most dangerous element in 
Seoul all these weeks, and the only anxiet y of the foreign- 
«rs in Seoul was lest this gang of hoodlums should break 
out i: some manner before the arrival of Japanese u oops. 
Now that the Japanese are in power here they have 
caused a royal edict to he promulgated doing away with 
the Peddlar’s Guild. This naturally was u >t pleasant to 
the ped .liars and they began plotting against the officials* 
who had injured them. A few weeks ago a man armed 
with a sword climbed the wall of the Foreign Minister's 
house and searched the place, but as the -Minister was 
fortunately spending the night elsewhere the assassin 
could not find him. Enraged at his failure, the felon 
struck the door-sill o: the Minister's private room a 
vicious blow with his sword and then decamped. The 
same night three other houses were attacked with ex¬ 
plosive bombs but the material with which they were 
charged was of such poor quality that they could do 
little damage. Since that time it has been found out that 
the ring lenders in these cowardly assaults were official* 
who lately held high power on the Russian side of the 
fence and at the present moment these men are being 
sought for and arrested as rapidly as possible. It is cer¬ 
tain that when the Russians were influential in Seoul 
they used the very worst elements in the government anil 
among the people to effect their ends. The real head of 
this “Peddlar’s Guild” was an official high in the favor 
of the Russians. 

Nothing could exceed the moderation and good sense 
of the Japanese :n handling the delicate question of 
nominal Korean independence and virtual Japanese 
domination in Korea. We believe that Japan fully intends 
to preserve the independence of the country but at the 
present crisis it is manifestly impossible to lc" th: Ko¬ 
reans do just as they please; nor would it be for their 
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own best interests. Many people have predicted that 
the Japanese would secure the decapitation, or at least 
the execution, of the leading pro-Russian officials in the 
Korean government: but so far from this, the Japanese 
have taken one of them, and the leading one, in safety to 
Japan lest Korean people should fall upon him and tear 
him to pieces as they would have been glad to do. It is 
a wise policy of conciliation that the Japanese have 
adopted and not one of spite or revenge, and they will 
gain by it in the end. Just now the Koreans are com¬ 
plaining that the Japanese do not kill the pro-Russian 
officials, but they will come to see that it is better to 
make a friend of an enemy than to kill him. Main-of 
these pro-Russians honestly believed that they were 
working in the interests r»;’ the country and all thev need 
is to have their eves opened to the truth. This is what- 
is happening now and it is sail- to sav that most of them 
are converted aheadv. 

Since the above was written we learn that the 
Korean tiger-hunters' iu the north arc taking things into 
their own hands. Most foreigners imagine that the 
Koreans are a mi id people who have no tight in them, 
but if so they have either never heard or have forgotten 
how these hunters stood their ground against the French 
on the island of Kang-vha in 1366 and against the 
Americans in 1871. They fought with conspicuous 
bravery', and in the light with the Americans they stood 
their ground until every one of them was killed. The re¬ 
ports that are coming from the north at the present time 
show that these hunters have hist none of their old-tirne 
prowess, and though poorly armed and without any¬ 
thing that could be called proper military training they 
are attacking the Russians wherever they can get at them 
on Korean soil. 

In the town of Yung-byun a band of Russian cavalry 
attacked and seized the Korean telegraph office, but the 
Korean hunters rallied and surrounded the Russians, 
and in the tight that followed they drove the intrud¬ 
ers out, although the Koreans suffered heavier losses 
than the Russians. This was doubtless due to the 


Coogle 


O grid I rum 

THF OHIO STATE UNIVFRSrTf 



THE Ft’SSO-|APANESE ■ WAK. 101 

fact that the Russians are so much better armed than 
the Koreans. 

The coming oi Marquis lto to Korea as a special 
Envoy from Tokyo is the most important subject of con¬ 
versation at present. Ilis mission is ostensibly a merely 
complimentary one but it is as clear to the Koreans 
a* to the foreigners that there underlies it a very import¬ 
ant move on the part of the Japanese. Tne Koreans are 
to be congratulated on the coming of a man so eminently 
fitted, in every- way. to help the Korean government over 
this crisis. The Marquis is a man who ha? been inti* 
matelv connected with the whole process ol Japan’s 
national regeneration and his wide experience, his 
advanced age. his wise conservatism anti his conciliatory 
tendencies make it almost sure that the Korean people 
of even- class will welcome him here. 

It mat* be that Marquis lto will not stay here but 
that Count Aoki will come to aid the Korean Govern¬ 
ment during these transition days. Some such statement 
is abroad. We wish the Marquis might stay, but in 
Count Aoki Korea will have an adviser thoroughly cap¬ 
able of handling the situation. 

The impossibility of foretelling anything with ac¬ 
curacy is illustrated by the fact that, even as we write 
this, news comes that the Russians have crossed the Yalu 
in force and occupied the Korean port of Yongampo. 
Whether this is true or not it is too early to say, but it is 
not at ail improbable. It looks as if the Japanese were 
waiting till all Korean territory as far as the Yalu is 
cleared of Russians before throwing in their main force, 
which would laud at this same port of Yongarnpo. thus 
saving a long and costly march over-land. This the 
Russians seem to have foreseen, and they apparently 
wish to stop it if possible by the occupation of Yon gain 
po. How they can hope to hold it against a combiner! 
attack by land and sea on the part of the Japanese does 
not appear and time alone will tell. 

The foreign war correspondents seem to be having a 
hard time, or at least a slow time, securing theirwredent- 
jals from the Japanese authorities to proceed to the front. 
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It scans like It that they will lie provided with their 
papers only when the time comes to send the main body 
of Japanese troops to the scene of war As yet only a 
lew Japanese, comparatively, have come to occupy Korea 
mu! prepare the way for the coming of the main army. 
I'he permits have not yet keen issued to the war cor¬ 
respondents, hut they are so eager to get to the front 
that they have, a tew oi Them, gone north hoping that 
their papers will follow them. As the Japanese have 
control of all the telegraph lines in Korea it will lie hard 
to get news out of the north except such as the Japanese 
;«-..thonties wish should come. We imagine that it would 
he very wise to consult the wishes of the Japanese so far 
as possible, for it is sure that if information detrimental 
to the interests of fh“ Japanese transpires, those respon¬ 
sible for it will have small chance of success at the front 
when the real lighting begins. 

There was a busy scene about the hotels when these 
correspondents were bidding on horses and Other neces¬ 
sary things for their trips to the north. Horseflesh 
naturally soared in price until it nearly got out of sight 
of even the plethoric purses of the representatives of the 
journalist magnates. One correspondent was offered a 
1 teaSt at the fancy figure of Yen + 00 . Another found, 
when lie had secured his mount, that it was unfortunate¬ 
ly blind in both eyes. Japanese who could speak a smat¬ 
tering of English and who had considered themselves 
happy at a salary of twenty yen a month held themselves 
cheap at a hundred yen, and one interpreter secured a 
position at two hundred. lint then, one naturally wants 
a little more if he is expected to stand and watch a fight 
without l>eing able to take a hand in it. 

As the month of March draws to a close, we see that 
tlirre has been some little development in the war situa¬ 
tion. The number of Japanese troops in the peninsula 
lias not vet materially increased but the Korean territory* 
is gradually being cleared of Russians troops, except 
along the Y'alu. Just how many there are in that vicinity 
it is impossible to tell, but there may be three or four 
thousand. There is no evidence as yet that they intend 
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to attempt to hold any of the Korean soil against the 
Japanese. If there had been any large number of Russians 
this side of the Vain \vc would surely have heard of it. It 
is not certain as vet even that thee ill tend to trv to pre- 
vent the Japanese crossing that historic stream. If. as 
has been intimated, the Russians are massing at Harbin, 
it is more than likely that the Japanese will have to pene¬ 
trate Manchurian territory some distance before touch¬ 
ing any real army. At this stage of the game it is useless 
to attempt any surmise hk u> what will happen. 1: 
authentic information should come that large detach¬ 
ments of Russians were approaching the Korean border 
by different roads it would then be time to predict that 
the Japanese will have to fight soon, but at the present 
moment no forecast can be made. Of course, we catch at 
even- straw of evidence which would help to decide this 
important question. A few days ago the rumor prevailed 
that a prominent Russian has said that the Japanese 
would be crushed within four months. This may be true, 
but if the boast that Port Arthur was impregnable be 
taken as a criterion it will be well to add a few months 
to this estimate, or even to substitute the word Russian 
for Japanese. 

Meanwhile Seoul has been entertained with 
The Royal a royal pageant. The funeral of the '.ate 
Funeral. Queen Dowager was a very spectacular 
event. She was the queen of King Kon. 
Jong Who reigned from 2Si55 to 1850. She was married 
in 1*44- at the a He of thirteen and was left a widow at 
the age of eighteen. 

IVe have given a sketch oi lier life in a former issue of 
this magazine, but \vc will try to give a brief account of 
the funeral pageant. 

Accord ini' to the usual custom, this funeral would 
not have come for two months yet. but for reasons of 
state it was thrown forward.and occurred on March 1.4. 
Royal funerals always take place early in the morning, 
sometimes before light. It was still dark when the main 
part of the procession took their places along the wide 
street which runs through the center of the city, but they 
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hiii! to wait some hours litJiite the Jimil ceremonies ac the 
jwdace were completed and the royal catafalque was 
borne out to take its place in the long line. 

Ad night long the *lreels were tr.adc picturesque with 
flaring lanterns, hurrying messengers, impatient horses 
ir: gay trappings, groups of soldiers and grooms warm¬ 
ing thc.r hands by littU tires built along the sides 
*f the great street and by co:v. anies of guild-men bring¬ 
ing out their streaming banners and getting in place far 
the march in the morning. And around and among it all 
poured a constant stream of whito-elad Koreans of every 
class, to whom this was a festive rather than mournful 
occasion. 

The Queen Dowager's, tomb is on a beautiful hill-side 
about ten mile* outride the Ea-U Gate, near the spot where, 
asa young widow, she saw her husband buried. The road 
thither had lwen specially prepared for the occasion and 
it offered a wide and smooth avenue for the impressive 
cortege that was soon to wind its slow way to the 
Queen's last resting place. The procession was about two 
idles in length, for it stretched from the Big Bell, which 
ins tolled the curfew for every king of the dynasty, to 
he Great East Gate. Down the center of the broad 
treet there was laid the usual line of red earth which 
ntimates that royalty cannot tread the common way 
ut must have a new road to traverse. On either sitle of 
he road, all the wav to the tomb, huge brush torches 
vcrc placed at intervals ol eighty or a hundred teet. 
hose wore a foot in diameter and about eight feet high. 
Vhen the funeral starts oil time and the procession goes 
nr before the light has come, these huge darning torches 
rid just the necessary touch of vviertlness to the impres- 
've picture. 

First in the procession come the great embroidered 
anners of the guilds, which make one think of the guilds 
f medieval Europe. They represent the indrustries in 
ilk, linen, shoes, paper, tobacco, silver, furniture, fruit, 
ice, fish, furs, bronze, wedding outfits, cord, figured silk, 
lcmI the river towns of Hem-gang, bu-gfing. No-dol. Kung- 
.luk-yi, Siim-ga, Yong-san, Su-btng-go. Tuk-sum and 
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Wang-sim-yi. Each of these great banners, hanging from 
a cross-piece, bears the name of the guild that famished 
it, and the guilds vie with each other in making the ban¬ 
ners as conspicuous as possible. 

Dehind the banners come gaily ornamented litters 
borne high on the shoulders of four men, and in the 
litters are placed the toilet articles and other utensils of 
the dead queen; such as mirrors, cosmetic dishes, writing 
utensils, jade ornaments and other jewelry. AD these 
are to be deposited in her grave. This represents an 
'ancient idea that the spirit of the dead will use the uten¬ 
sils in the other world. 

Third in the procession come some more four-man 
litters in which are carried all the diplomas and other 

written honors that the dead queen received during her 
life-time. What use they can be, it is hard to say; for it 
. is hardly to be believed that the dead can use these as 
. passports at the gate of paradise. If so a good many 
queer people have gotten in. 

After these come a crowd of small officials in chairs* 
or on horse-back. They are tlic people who have charge 
of the mere manual part of the funeral arrangements. 
They are all dressed in deep mourning which consists of 
linen roughly woven and of the natural color, a very 
light brown. 

’ A body of Korean troops, about 200 in number, comes 
next. They cany muskets with fixed bayonets, but not 
reversed. These soldiers are dressed in what is intended 
as foreign uniform, but it is a rather queer imitation. All 
the suits seem to be made on a single pattern, whether the 
.rearer be five foot two or six foot one. Perhaps it helps 
to give a semblance of uniformity, but it is sometimes 
accomplished only with an inordinate exhibition of neck 
and shank. In the old days, say 1889, these soldiers, in 
their long, flowiug skirts, with red sleeves, looked far 
more imposing than they do in this painful attempt at 
foreign uniform. On each side of this body of troops 
walks a line of lantern-l>carers. These are fortunately 
dressed in the old-time Korean garb, with long skirts, 
flowing sleeves and horse-hair* plumed hats. The lan- 
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terns iiit; simply oval iror. frames two feet long hv a foot 
wide, over which blue and red silk gauze is draped. The 
candle is attached t«.» the point where the iron ribs join 
ami the whole is carried by a long wooden handle from 
the end of which the lantern hangs like the lash of a 
whip. The whole ensemble is remarkably picturesque 
to those who have not seen it too manv times. 

Then come some forty or fifty banners inscribed, in 
Chinese characters, with eulogistic biographical notes on 
the dead queen. Sometimes, in the case of an excep¬ 
tionally renowned man, the number of these flattering 
banners runs up into the hundreds. We now jump from 
the sublime to the ridiculous, for these stately banners 
are followed by four men of low birth who are hidden 
under the ugliest masks that human ingenuity could 
invent. The wildest fancy can imagine nothing more 
grotesque and hideous. We have here a manifestation 
of one phase of the real underlying religionofthe Korean, 
stripped of nil its Confucian and Buddhistic embellish¬ 
ments. These repulsive figures are intended to scare away 
all malignant spirits, who at such times make special 
endeavors to play their malicious pranks upon helpless 
humanity. The Korean has his own peculiar brand of 
devil, whose abilities along certain lines are so great and 
along others so circumscribed that it requires a careful 
study to really place him. 

But eveu more interesting and striking are the six 
great paper horses that are trundled on carts behind 
these devil-searers. The beasts are cast in heroic mould 
and are of various colors, gray, white and spotted red. 
The carts ;i.tc drawn by means of ropes, and a dozen or 
more of the Seoul shop-keepers supply the tractive pow¬ 
er. In some countries, among savage tribes, a horse is 
killed at the grave and its spirit follows the dead man to 
the land of shades, where he rides it as of yore; but in 
Korea they carry these paper horses instead. It is 
cheaper and satisfies the requirements ns well. Besides, 
it is more spectacular, and that is a paramount con¬ 
sideration. 

All these things are the preliminaries, the grand over- 
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iurc. But now comes the real thing. It is led off by the 
Grand Marshal, ail official of the highest grade, who is 
master of ceremonies. He is dressed in a well-fitting for¬ 
eign uniform and is mounted on a fine horse. Ilis ap¬ 
pearance is tame compared with the flaunting splendor 
of an official of his grade in the olden times, but with liis 
large retinue of soldiers flanked with lantern-bearers he is 
sufficiently imposing. The curious mixture of modern 
and medieval in this procession adds an element of humor 
which was lacking in the old-time pageant. 

The Marshal is followed by the great chair of state 
in which the queen was wont to l>e carried in her life¬ 
time. It is draped in gaudy colored trappings and is 
carried high on the shoulders of thirty-two men. Behind 
3t ionics what is called the “Small Catafalque” or So-vu. 
The casket is not in it, but in the Great Catafalque which 
Follows. It is a curious custom, that of always carrying 
two of each royal vehicle. Whenever the Emperor goes 
out, an empty fitter is carried in front and the Emperor 
follows in another. To the foreigner it looks as ii there 
might be fear of a possible break-down, but the Korean 
would be horrified at such a suggestion. As the smaller 
catafalque is almost the same as the great one except in 
size we will describe but one. The Great Catafalque is 
formed of a heavy frame-work carried on the shoulders of 
108 bearers. Thick transverse poles support the frame¬ 
work and stout padded ropes are run tore and aft be¬ 
tween these poles so that the shoulders of the bearers 
shall not be galled. On the high frame-work is a struc¬ 
ture like a little house ten feet long six feet high and five 
feet broad. The roof and sides of this little pavilion arc- 
painted and draped in the most highly colored paints ami 
silks. All the tints of the rainbow compete for the su¬ 
premacy in the war of colors. It ie open at the front 
and rear, ami the casket containing the remains of the 
queen is drawn in by a large number of men by means 
of ropes. When it had been carefully deposited the silken 
curtains which had been rolled up were let down and a 
crowd of palace women came to mourn for the last. rime 
>eside the body' of the queen whom they had served so 
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many years. They stood behind the bier and wept volu¬ 
bly, bending the body ami wiping their fares with their 
skirts. When this lamentation was over the catafalque 
was ready to proceed. Two men took their stand on the 
platform, one in front of the casket and one behind it. 
These were to guide the bearers. The one in front held a 
hand liell which he rung as a signal. 

After a good deal of running about and confusion the 
3 08 bearers took their places with the heavy padded 
cords over their shoulders mid with xi rhvthmit sort oi 
chant lifted the catafalque from the wooden horses on 
which it rested and slowly forged ahead. Four long ropes 
led forward from the catafalque and two others led back. 
These were held bv some seventy men each. Those in 
front were supposed to help it forward and those behind 
to ease it down a hill. As the catafalque passed down 
the street it had on either side a sort of screen or curtain 
of black cloth behind which some women walked or rode. 
This was perhaps the most curious part of the whole 
procession from an historical point of view. It is well 
known that in ancient Korea two or more people were 
buried alive with the body of a king. Wc find it express¬ 
ly stated in the history oi' one of the kings about twelve 
hundred years ago that he gave specific directions to omit 
this ceremony in connection with his funeral. During a 
part at least of the dynasty which existed in Korea be¬ 
tween 918 and 3392 A. D. it was customary to bury 
kings in vaults which had several apartments. In one 
the body wns placed unt! in the others three or four per¬ 
sons voluntarily took their place, provided with a small 
amount of food. Then the whole structure was covered 
deep with earth and the buried persons died of starva¬ 
tion or lack of air. 

On the platform in front of the casket stood a man 
in full mourning dress, anu behind the casket, facing 
backwards, stood another. The one in front held a bell 
hi his hand with which he enforced his commands to the 
bearers. Beside him was a great brush pen such as the 
Koreans use in writing, but enlarged a hundred fold. It 
was a bamboo poU. on the end of which was a huge 
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brush and when the “driver" w.w any man shirking his 
work he would dip this brush u: a howl of paint and 
touch the shoulder of the miscreant with it. This would 
make it possible to single him out for punishment laur. 
This man standing in front of the cn.skut is tin-chief of 
the carpenters who have had the work of making the 
casket and other paraphernalia of the funeral. The mrm 
behind is the chief of the painters who have decorated 
the bier and the casket. 

Immediately behind the catafaloue cones a crowd 
^ • 

of soldiers in the midst of whom rides the Emperor, 
when he attends in person. And behind all comes a mass 
of police and various kinds of messengers, servants 
and hangers-on. 


A New Book on Korea. 

Korea , by A nous Hamilton, London, William Hein- 
einann, 1904 , pp.xm and 309 . Illustrated. 

We have received this new volume or Korea and 
have read it with great, interest.. Mr. Hamilton, as 
correspondent of the Pal! Matt Gazette spent three or 
four months in Korea during which time be secured 
a considerable amount of information. The book is 
printed on extremely tine and heavy paper and although 
much of the type used was old and broken the gen¬ 
eral get up of the work is good. Mr. Hamilton excels 
in descriptions of scenery, and the accounts of travel 
in the country are admirable. He bus been able to catch 
the spirit of the occasion in a most happy manner 
and we consider this to be the best thing in that line 
that has yet appeared. But speaking of the Korean 
archipelago which he passed through on the regular 
steamers he says. 

Tic coral l>e<is display many violent tints ano .leiicate shades 
forming in their beautiful efijorinj;* n *ea •»5irii^n os iiiatclilcs^ splcnnur. 
Many varieties ofc cactus j*r<>w -d.lc bv si*le with C;iri'*u> iVrns. pal'Jif 
and CT^epera* In pa*<irv/ from grmip to gmup shoals » S whales : : re u» 
be Wowing cor-unj* *oi *i>ray aloft or sleep::*;; ••••"}" on iht 

surface. 
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With all regard for Mr. Hamilton’s correct inten¬ 
tions we must still he kit to wonder where these 
coral beds form a sea garden of matchless splendor. 
His description is that of some tropic island, for it is 
«|uile sure that Korea produce# neither cacti nor 
palms. The writer was peculiar!}' fortunate iti get¬ 
ting such a good view of the whales, for in twenty 
voyages or more between Chemulpo and Pusan we 
have never been able to see one, and it is difficult to 
realize how whales can haunt the tide-swept estuaries 
of the southern coast. We had supposed that the 
whales were found mostly off (he eastern coast. 

The writer however, had a correct eye for natural 
beauty and in his description of inland scenery he is 
specially felicitous. For this reason it is much to be 
regretted that the book should he marred by an 
occasional sentence like the following: 

From Pak-tu-nan lo Wiju there ’.s one mighty and mitur.il pau* 
<n*KTiia <jf mountain* with snow-rlad rlond-vrrappe*i Rumniit*. nod Ijtttuli* 
ful valleys with r\ch crops atirt tly piacel* low-thatchwl houses, 

through which rivers course lik* utitfry *i]\*rr. 

We may safely say that this happens only when the 
rivers are swollen witli the summer rains and is not a 
permanent phenomenon. On another page he speaks 
of practically this same region in the following terms: 

Cut off from the eastern division of the Kingdom hv ranges of 
mountains am! extending from near Cb:r.rattipo to the northern 
frontiers of the Kingdom* is * btretch uf country, partly inhabited. 
It is frequented hy hands of Korean robbers and Chinese benHits-- 
the luuuit of the wild beast barren and almost impenetrable. is 
almost untouched by western civilization. Its groves of pites and 
firs recall the time when Korea c<tje vast forest. The lioil is 

productive and the time »s ripe, Jtc., -vc. 

This leaves us in grave doubt as to the author’s 
meaning. It is a land of beautiful valleys, rich crops, 
the haunt of the wild beast, barren and almost impene¬ 
trable and infested with Korean robl>ers and Chinese 
bandits. No doubt all these conditions prevail in dif¬ 
ferent sections of the north but unfortunately the 
juithor has failed to segregate the favorable and the 
unfavorable aspects of the country. 
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He gives us a very fine description of Yongampo, and 

what appears to be a correct account of the methods by 
which it was taken and held bv the Russians. We have 
seen nowhere else so vivid a description of the mon¬ 
astery region of Diamond Mountains. He gives us not 
so much a physical description but reproduces the feel¬ 
ings inspired by a visit to those venerable institutions. 
We raav differ with him as to the statement that the 
pillars upholding the temple roofs are of teak wood, 
which must have come from Singapore or that vicinity, 
but we draw from his whole account the feeling of being 
on the spot and sharing the experience with him. 

When we tum to his account of actual conditions as 
prevailing in Korea we see at once that three or four 
months is not long enough to make a correct estimate. 

Speaking of the opening of Korea and the attitude of 
China he makes the following statement: 

It was in t&7»3 that Korea made her first modern treaty. It was uoi 
until three years laler that any exrhangc ol envoys look pluCe be* 
tween the eontractinj; party -and herself. Despite the treaty Korea 
showed no disposition to profit by the existence uf the new relations 
until the opening of Chemulpo to trade in revealed to her the com¬ 
mercial advantages which she was now in a position to enjoy. All this 
time China bud been in intercourse with foreigners, legations hod 
been established in ber capital : consuls were ’.n charge of the open 

tr«u\iet hut*. l>een urruuj.' l «r<l. wav ulrtsuily old 

and uncanny in the wisdom which came to her by this dealing with the 
people of Western nations. But, in « spirit of perversity* without par- 
allel in constitutional history, China retired within herself to such a 
degree that Japan, within one generation, has advanced io ibe position 
of a great power. urn] even Korea has become, within twenty years, 
the superior of her fo;mer liege. 

How it happened that Japan’s advance was de¬ 
pendent upon.China's retrogression and in what genuine 
particulars Korea is the superior of China the writer 
leaves entirely to the imagination of the reader. 

Mr. Hamilton draws the most Haltering picture of 
Korea's progress toward enlightenment which we vainly 
wish was a true one. lie says: 

In leas Lbao a decade Korea bu-> promoted works of au industrial 
and humanitarian character which China, at the present time, is bitterly 
opposing. It is true that the liberal tendencies of Korea have been 
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stiimiltcd hv association w.-.h iat Japanese. without the guiding hand 
»f dial energetic coitturv the p^i’ion «Hich she would enjoy today is 
aiiirjileiv pcohleuiuLicul. The contact bias been wholly beneficial. 

We understand by '‘infinitely problematical” that tbe 
author don t know. Compare this fulisome praise of the 
Japanese and their influence upon Korea with what the 
author says on a subsequent page: 

The extraneous evidence of the pwer o: the Japanese irritates the 
Koreans. increasing the unconquerable aversion which ha s inspired 
them against the Japanese tUfeugli centuries, until, of the various 
racrt* <’f foreigners *,n Korea at t ie present. tir>ne are v> deservedly 
delate-1 as lhi>»« hailing from tue Island Empire of the Mikailo. Kor 
i* this prejudice remarkable, when it is considered that it is the scum 
of the Japanese nation wmch has settled down upon Korea. It in, 
per hap*. aurprisiag that the animus of the Koreans against the Jap- 

a'W‘<Or Hfti not did Out w:tli time, but the fault lies entirely with the 
Japanese themselves. Within recent years so much has occurred to 
niter the position of Jupun aud to liatler the vanity of these island 
people that they nave lost their sense of perspective. Putied np with 
Ciiccit. they nov permit themselves to commit, excesses of a most 
detestable character. Their extravagant arrogance blinds them to the 
ah.>urditie« and tollies pi their actions. making manifest the tact that 
their gloss of civilization :s the merest veneer. Their Conduct iu Korea 
snows them tc be destitute of moral and intellectual fiber. They are 
ilehnurlied in business and the prevalence of dishonorable practices in 
public life makes them indifferent to private virtue. Their interpreta¬ 
tion of the laws of their settlements, as of their own country is cccrupt. 
Might is right ; the sense of power is tempered neither by ruaaon, 
justice nor generosity. Their existence from day to day, their habits 
and manners, their commercial and social degradation, complete an 
abominable travesty of the civilization which they profess to have 
studied. It is in'.oleruble that a government aspiring to the dignity of 
a fint class p«»w*r should allow its settlements In a friendly and foreign 
country to be a bint upon its own prestige and a disgrace to tbe land 
that harbors them. 

And yet he - says distinctly that- the 'contact has 
l>een wholly beneficial! In view of the publicity given to 
these strange and extravagant statements we cannot 
puss them by without a strong protest. It is the pur¬ 
pose of this Review to discuss everything bearing upon 
Korea in a fair spirit and it would be unjust to the public 
to allow such preposterous charges to pass unchallenged. 
We do not think that they are true. We appeal to tbe 
whole foreign community who have spent some years in 
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Korea to say whether in this tirade the occasional ilk 
treatment of a Korean by a Japanese has not been made 
the ground for a sweeping condemnation of the whole 
Japanese community, a thing which turns the writer's 
charge of unreason and iTijnst-ce upon hi k owe head. We 
deny his charge that the Japanese settlement is the curse 
of every treaty port in Korea. We deny that the 
modesty, cleanliness and politeness sn charctoristic of the 
Japanese are conspicuously absent in this country. We 
deny the sweeping charge that the Japanese merchant is 
a rowdy and that the Japanese coolie is moi‘e prone to 
steal than to work. In the same breath he sav* that 
contact with the Japanese has l>een only beneaciuf and 
that it has been a disgrace, lioth these statements ;ire 
gross exaggerations. 

Speaking of Chemulpo and its relative importance he 
remarks: , 

Chemulpo, however. the center in which sn unpjrtant foreign set¬ 
tlement and open port have sprung up, does not suggest in itself the 
completeness of the transformation which in a few years lias inKcr. 
place in the capital. It is twenty vents since Chemulpo was opened to 
foreign trade and to-day it boasts a Magnificent bund. wide streets. :::i- 
pusing shops and a iram service which connects it with the capital. The 
sky is threaded will a daze of telephone uud telegraph wires, there ate 
several hotels conducted l"i western principles and there is also an inter* 

national club_Prom small and uncertain beginnings four well*h;ul:. 

well*lighted settlements have sprung up cxpar.dinj.: into a general foreign, 
a Japanese, a Cliincre ar.d c Korean quarter, The Japanese section is toe 
best located and the inoFt promising. 

This in spitp of the fact that “the Japanese settlement 
is the curse of (very treaty port in Korea. * Wliat the 
writer means by saying that Chemulpo does not suggest 
in itself the completeness of the transformation which in 
a few years has taken place in Seoul becomes evident in 
his decryption of Seoul. 

A few yuan ago it »va:i thought that tb= (jlvrj "T lb« nuci^rt cry 
had departed. Now however, the prosper!, is sJL'i'eStive of orosperny 
...to quickly h»» the population learned to appreciate llie resells nf 
foreign intercourse that. ::: a few moi c years, it wi". he difficult to lird 
in ffeoui any remaining link with flsa capital of vore. . Improvements 
which have beer, wrought al-o ir. triecoml'.tionsof tlu-city—in its slitels 
and houses, ic its sanitary measures aud i.i its o: ci'tnninnlCii- 

tion have replaced these uuir.rm cuiiouij. An excellent ajui rapid train 
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s .in ! curr-s-Tims- si&T'i quick transit wiliil) and 

Wy%»nr. t..*/ tv.:*:;:;:. -%**:: r-.^T :• •.•lies illuminate Ijy night sutiic }>art B 
•: i;ii* vli.;*: ** r y r * he King-1*. >m Murcrovcr ,*:i aqueduct is men 

h- s t -»1 rl:« ].:> ;ce it-rce s:a^ *een re-•i^an /,e /4 . «iiai«if nave cume andecil 
tf • *i*i xii v t:: t> «i>iev.s, jI* winter aC- 

• i::i.ulaiwvry -yr*nc*i*«q n!i;i. its jilaj-lvri:i;? unui anil peneiratin^ 

‘lunvis. .:;is al'tiir-t v . ! :«• ?nt '.v thin the walls «>t the rap* 

:l:u. T!u- an - ma::oitt.ti:. .ulniirahlv made and 

ire/. •irs\:r«? L f ;e » t rlv !.:*;«-> !*.;;*<? ht-Kti widened, gutters V.ave 

lioen .'m ere*, as:*, r^a-luay* ?t*m* vircd. unlit, wilb its trains, its cars, its 
.l> m.tc.usjr-p.: ;i*u> r.s Roj.wlv- ?tati r Jtx Hotel, biick 

:i< *ust> an*: >i>* i i. w.tIiiii niKa>>urft.r*le distance of be- 

conr.m: the i: .*!v^t. -ii.-.i .i;tcnr *t*r ^ :i ni ciT> hi the east. It is 

-til: ns'i "in- A i t Knr'pe:»:: a ./.e«L b*: ll:? victuroqiuriiess oi the purely 
R**ru;::: jiristcivi^ *>: arciiitcv-titr*. !mvl* bum: religiously main lain til, aud 
:j:v l. • ’i«- •iia^crvei; :n :iu rutnrv 

Will our fr end* r»f vJhvimdpo accept this as a valid 
reason for grimmi' Lii.il Chemulpo does not suggest in 
itself the completeness of the transformation that has 
taken place in Seoul? Hut in the very next sentence the 
iinLiior says: 

t lii: ?b:>v/ ^t:ll to cRr •IrxniA. thu jewel Its r» a r^tiopr. hang over 

<;uc 01 Ihe rjuin -rwei'S i*M :ie -M- the can met makers occupy both 
skie* Ol an imporutU '.UoroughlTre ;Lsi- yrevimi* furuituie half jq auc 
liui: uiit mi liilliv pullers. 

It is very difficult for anyone to write an interesting 
book on Korea, from superficial observation merely, with¬ 
out exaggeration. We read in this book that there are 
innumerable palaces in Lhc city, that at all hours proces¬ 
sions of chairs are seen making for the palace, that the 
pounding of clothes with sticks is the sol: occupation of the 

women ol Lhc lower classes. He gives us to understand 

that the exposure ol' the breast is the rule with women 

• >a the street but he says it is not an agreeable spectacle 
as the women seen abroad are usually aged or infirm. 
The fact is that not one per cent ol the women on the 
street are thus exposed. It is only the slave women and 
;» few others of which this can be truly said, and these 
never wear the cha>/#-.>! over the head so that his remark 
that "the effect of the contrast between the hidden face 
and the naked breast is exceptionally Judicious” is wholly 
imaginary. We are told that "the girls of the poorer 
orders are sold as domestic slaves and become attached 
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to the households of the upper classes.'’ It is very un¬ 
common for a parent to sell n daughter in this way. 
Ore would think from the text that it was the rule rather 
than the rare exception. 

The author gives six pages of the book to the 
dancing girl, ending with the following, which will be 
a surf)rise to those who have witnessed the inanity of 
a Korean dance and the execrable shriek of the accom¬ 
panying native band: 

The little fivnire> seemed cuo-m-eiom of their art : the musicians 
unconscious of the qualities of their wailing. Nee; tli el ess the 
masterly restrain; of the ban A. t’ie conception, thill aud execution 
of the dancers made np a triumph o: technique. 

Many foreigners who have* listened to native music 
have wondered how those men could possibly endure 
the strident sounds they drew from their crude instru¬ 
ments. but if it is true that “they are unconscious of 
the quality of their wailings’’ it is all right. The riddle 
is solved. 

The next chapter is on the Korean Court, but wo 
must decline to quote some things that the writer says 
About the Emperor. The mere quotation would he a 
discourtesy, but we fancy that the gentlemen of the 
Diplomatic Corps will hardly agree that the Emperor 
is “now almost a cypher in the management of his 
Empire." which is one of the author’s milder state¬ 
ments. The chapter is a. curious mixture of fact and 
fiction. On the whole the facts predominate though 
the description and history of Lady Om are given in 
the most "popular” modem journalistic style. 

A bright spot in this book is the chapter devoted 
to a sketch of J. Mcl-eavy Ennvn, C..M.G. LL.D.. and 
the question of the Customs. Here the author was 
exceptionally well informed and In* pays a most gracetui 
and deserved tribute to the man anti the svsLcm which 
have played perhaps the most important part in con¬ 
temporary' Korean history. The chapter is well written, 
thorough and conclusive. 

The chapter on education, arts, punishments, mar¬ 
riage and divorce, concubines, children anil government 
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contains much that is true and interesting though the 
statements chat "the Mandarin dialect of China is con¬ 
sidered the language of polite society” and “it is the med¬ 
ium of official communication at Court" will be read 
with a smile. The Chinese character i# the official medium 
for documents and letters but the Mandarin dialect is not 
spoken in Korea. 

We are told that the cause of the Japanese invasion 
of 1592 was that the Kiru: of Korea refused to renew a 
former condition of vnasnlagc. No mention is mode of 
the desire of Hidcvoshi to invade China. It was Korea’s 
refusal to help japan invade China, or even to give the 
Japanese a free passage through the peninsula for that 
purpose that brought on the war. Korea was never the 
vassal of Japan so far as can be discovered in history. 

We must protest against the implication that the 
Japanese government w:is directly responsible for the 
death of the late Queen. That implication is found in the 
following words: 

Before shcfjapan) had realized the potentialities of her position she 
bad committed herself to a design hy which she hoped to secure the 
King and Queen and direct herself the reins of Government ; but bet 
coup d'etat was to recoil disastrously on her own head The Queen fell 
a victim to the plot and although the King was imprisoned,*be. trgetber 
with the Crown Prince contrived In u Hole lime to find refuge iu the 
Russian Legation. 

What we object to in this is the claim that Japan 
formed anti carried out that plot, rather than a few 
Japanese oil their own initiative and ie defiance of what 
they must have known their government would approve. 

In dealing with the religions of Korea the writer says 
that 

Statements of ancient Chinese and Japanese writers, and the early 
Jesuit missionaries, tend to prove that the worship of spirits and demons 
lias been the lwisis of national belief since the earliest times. Ttie god 
of the hills is even now the most popular deity Worship of tbe spirits of 
heaven and earth, of the invisible powers of the air. of nature, ol the 
morning star, of cbe guardian genii of the hills and river*, and of tbe 
aail and grain, Lias been so long practiced that, id spite of the iufiaences 
of Confacionit;m unrl th© manr renturivb ill whi<ib UuildbiBui bat** 

existed in the land, the* actual warship of the great hum of the people 
has undergone little material alteration. 
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This, in the main, is quite true, for Confucianism is 
merely ft code of etiquette and Buddhism has been rather 
assimilated by the native demon olatrv than otherwise. 
For this reason we cio not understand the concludin'! 
sentence in which he says that. Korea must be classed 
among-the Buddhist countries o: the world. 

Of tile native Korean servants he makes the following 
remarks. 

The Korean doe: nut approach int Ulur.atnan as a body-servant : he 
has iieither initiative i:er the capacity for the work, while he coni bines 
intemperance. itutii. ralitv and ;uxis:es> ::i varying <le[>rets The Master 
usually ends by wair.nj. on his :-sar-.. There is. however, an antidote Jut 
this state of things. I! sufficient ‘pin: l>v pat into the argument and the 
demon st rat inn l*e further enforced by an occasional kick, ns circum¬ 
stances may require, it it possible to convcita tirst-cla-s, sun-loving was¬ 
trel into a willing:, if i-.r.ituallig*!iit servant. Under any circumstances 
his dishonesty will lie incorrigible. 

In the concluding: pages of the book he gives us an 
illuminating account of how this kicking sirgument 
worked in his own case. lie says: 

The day had come «t lust, the horses were pawing in the court¬ 
yard. Mr effect'., my guts ami camp-bed. niv tent and stove f. were 
packed and roped. The horses had been loaded ; the hotel acconnt had 
been settled, when ny interpreter quietly told me that my servants had 
struck for ten dollars Mexican monthly increase in the wages of each. 
I offered to compound with ball : they were obu rate. It seemed to me 

that a crisis was u»puudiii£. I «ue l»o tirvd Mild Crohn tv reiuoiiblriilK. 
T raised my offer to tight dollars ; it was refused—the servants were dis¬ 
missed. Uproar broke out in the court-yard which my host pacified bv 
inducing the hoys to accept my last :>fier—a raise oJ eight dollars, ray 
head servan;,tlie brother ot my interpreter, repudiated the arrange men I, 
hot the significance of this increase had assumed great importance. It 
was necessary to be firm. Nothing awe would be given. The inter¬ 
preter approached me to intimate that if his brother did uot go he also 
should stay behind. I looked at him a moment, ut last understanding 
the plot, and struck him. He rau into the court-yard and yelled that 
he was dead-—that lie had been murdered. The grooms gathered around 
him with loud cries of sympathy. I strode into tbt compound. The 
bead groom came up to me demanding an increase of thirty dollars 
upon the terms he had already accepted. I refused and llirathed V.iin 
with my whip. The end of my journey had come with a vengeance. 
The head groom came at tuc with a Lngc bor.'der, and as 1 Jet nnl upon 
his temple the riot began. My baggage was thrown off the horses ard 
stones flew through the air. I hit and slashed at my assailants and for a 
few minutes became the center of a very nasty situation, in the end 
ay host cleared the court-yard- and recovered xny kit, but I was cut a 
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\izl\e up :rr the hs \<\ :m.1 ?i:y rjaj.r. showH « compound fracture— 
KftTsve bc.ic* art thin^> ii> 1;.-. :::n:r. Postpone r.)ci:t *.v« i::v. )2i or 6 

evfr twfisai. rr.y if ir^ • ::: nn* hc&llh v.-rc n.*':i/cr P.y ni.y'Ui- 

fr-! syus *ic:k'U 5 ^ r.j'! .>vf! p-.\ :ju pain rr.c^a^ :r. :ny Iv.'irl 

*itm .in::. n»y hrr>c \va* niv :iir »isr ia: ^ i wa* 

t-> Iravf .it frtir* lor Jsi'c.r tui/ir. Ki.* it*.* . a~r . etc 

In describing the iifvrss ■ry outfit Inr travelling in 
Korea the author gives a vain able list. Among other 
things he says: 

1 * -trsii niir.t is iirtrfr.l against rlvt-. ;; thrown h^hmiI near tbt jJetpiufc 
\liiii>;i ;n Inter lie *.j»- 1 : s.m j n\;.! n.x’rii: -e:iiv«ty .isMialiv effective 

though !.v Tlie wav T rnmnl Llie .le i*- a;*.n li.i$.'s mi \he *.;f New 

York Pliiuiieipuia inliuhdv usuenu ’It* U* hUCJ ueutmenl tliar. 
am J ca:r:tr iicr.ws :n Korea. 

Theauthorevificnt.lv went to Xew York bv wav of 

r • • 

Ellis Island : :md. so l;ir n~ we are ,'nvjirC, no mint is 
cultivated there for the use of immigrants. 

This volume is made up. apparently, of a series ol 
articles written at different ’.itries and under different 
conditions ancl one article contradicts another in such an 
amusing way that it is impossible to get at the facts of 
the case. In different parts of the hook he speaks in 
almost diametrically opposite terms of the Japanese, the 
missionaries, the king, the government, the topography 
of the country. The best picture in the book is that of a 
Russian riding a reindeer somewhere north of the Amur 
River, but there are a number of other good pictures, 
especially the one of the raft on the Ydu River. 


A. B. Stripling, Esq. * 

It was on Monday March 21si that the foreign 
community of Seoul was summoned to attend the 
funeral of one of the oldest foreign residents of Seoul, in 
the person of Mr. Stripling. The very great measure of 
respect in which he was held was evinced by the large 
number of friends and acquaintances who gathered to 
pay their last sad offices to the dead. The prominent 
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part which he played hi Korean ailiiirs demand- ir 
than a passing notice. 

It was some forty year? ago that he first came • tiu 
Far East as a voun'r nu;n. For some years he he;-:! 
important post on the Shanrhni police fonc. 11 c after- 
wards held the position as Chief of the Shanghai W ater 
Police and he was well known among all class.-s u* t.l.;.t 
city for liis absolute fearlessness. He was a man of power¬ 
ful build and an expert swordsman. 

Il waft in Jane 1 SN'-i that he «imc to Karon -.'ildcr 
Herr von Mollendorf as Commissioner o! Customs :ii 
Chemulpo, a post which he filled until the retirement o: 
von MollendorfF from the post o; Chief Commissioner i:i 
1885. 

He then spent some time travelling in the interior 
prospecting for gold and other minerals: it is belie\ci; by 
some that lie was the one who first discovered the gold 
deposit at Eunsaa which an English syndicate are now 
working. 

After the Japan-China War Mr. Stripling was ap¬ 
pointed Adviser to the Police Department in Seoul. s\ 
post which he filled most acceptably for some time. But 
he found it impossible to get his ideas carried out i:i 
connection with the prisons and jails and consequently la- 
resigned and retired to private life. 

Some three or four years ago both his eves were 
afflicted with cataract and lie went to England to Inm¬ 
an operation performed. This was partially successful 
and he came back to Korea with one eve ibirly restored. 
For the past year or two his health had been gradually 
giving way. A shock of paralysis did much to hasten 
the end and he passed away on the 11)1 h of March. 

He was a man of noble nature and generous instincts. 

of broad education and great literary taste. E\*cji those 
who knew him Ix-st. were aware ol comparatively only a 
small part of the kindly arts which he performed among 
the Koreans. He used to buy medicines in largo quanti¬ 
ties and give them to needy Koreans without charge. 
One of those who knew him best says of him that “His 
kindness . of heart has rarely Ix-en surpassed. I>: was 
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absolutely unselfish and always gave a large part of his 
income to needy friends and even to strangers,” 

No one could come in contact with him even inciden¬ 
tally and for a short time without discovering the 
intrinsic warmth of his nature. And those who knew 
him best arc loudest in their praise of him. 

Rev. A. B. Turner read the burial sendee at the 
residence of the deceased after which the body was taken 
to the foreign cemetery at Yang-w ha-chin for interment. 


News Calendar. 

Ch'oe Si'iV-clio lias been appointed Director of the Imperial Mint in 
place of Vi Yutig-ik. 

The following are the terms of the Protocol signed by Japan and 
Korea about the end cf February la>i. 

Mr Hayashi lir.voy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of 
IIin Majesty the Emperor ot Japan and Major-tieneral Ye Clii-yong 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs ad iuterim of His Majesty the Em¬ 
peror of Korea being respective".« duly empowered for the purpose have 
agreed npon the following Articles : 

AMTiCf.K 1. For til* p»rp<.<— of maintaining a permuueat tnd -.jjliJ 
friendship between Japan and Korea and firmly establishing peace 
in the Far East, the Imperial Government of Korea shall place full 
confidence in the Imperial Government of Japan and adopt the ud- 
vice of the Utter in regard to improvement in administration 
Article II. The Imperial Government of Japan shall in a .spirit of 
rirm friendship ensure tnc safety and repose of tUc Imperial House 
of Korea. 

Article III. The Imperial Government of Japan definitely guarantees 
the independence and territorial integrity of the Kurean Empire. 
ARTICLE IV. In Case tile welfare of the Imperial House of Korea or 
the territorial integrity of Korea is endangered by agiessiou on the 
part of a third Power or by internal disturbances the Imperial Gov¬ 
ernment of Japan shall immediately lake such necessary measures 
as cireumsuuccs require, ard in such case the Imperial Government 
of Korea shall lend its effort's to facilitate the action of the Im' 
pcrial Japanese Government. 

Tb« 'mp*ri»] Government of Japan may .for the attainment of 
the ftlK»ve mentioned object, occupy "lieu ihe circumstances require 
it, such places as may be necessary from strategic points of view. 
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ARTICLE V. The Goreraments of the two it<aintrit^<. >lwii not in future 
without mutual cussed conclude with a third !':«vcr sue:: .\c 
arrange meat a= may be contran- to the spirt of tin- present Pro¬ 
to col . 

Article VI. Details iu coonectior with ice present Hrntoooi shall hr 
nxTangcd as the circumstances ttia' require between the 
tive of Japan and the Minister ol E; .e for Foreign A ft aits of Korea- 

Late in February the Home (.-..ire sent a Korent to the ninth 
tc report on the movements of the . p-.!i«*;e. 

On 22nd of February the Kor -...i Government threw open the 
border town o: Wiju to foreign 11ruir 

P.-vb Chnug-ya'lg was appoint*! .Minister of Finance ors Fe-;>. 24 

The Korean authorities at Pyeng-vaug wire:! or tile t'tr.l oS Feb. 
that 2 .uuO Russian soldiers hml arrived at Kasau. 401 at I'ax-Cb'JSl, ana 
luat 50 were on tbj way toward Pvcn^-yacp f.oit; Oh “Sg-Jli. Oil the 
24th they wired that Japanese soldiers isrivrd ul Pyeug yaup anil were 
guarding the gales .'lany officials in tue- towns along the ltae oeserted 
their post* and came up to Seoul 

Min Pyiing-suk was appointed Household Minister on Feu. 2c. 

At the beginning at March reps.Tis rrotr. the north indirmed that 
there were utty Russians at 1,40;. at Cb >n£-ju and sou at Kussiu 

On Feb. 23 a aquae. 01 Russian cavalry appeared near the Chil-sOtm 
Gate cm the north side of Pyeng yang. They were promptly tired upon 
by the Japanese guards at the gate The range was ai>jut 71x1 yards. 
No great damage was none. The kussunf returned tue fire but soon 
withdrew carrying away, it is said, one wounded' man. 

ft was oti the same day that His Ma.je-.ty gave V ton coo the Crown 
Prince Y50,020. and Prince Y'ung-chio Y3.0.000. to the Japanese as a 
preseat lor the soldier— 

About March 1st Vi Pom-cnin the Korean Minister to Russia v.as 
ordered by his government to leave *»:. Petersburg fir went to Paris. 

The Japanese are paying the Korean government V 5.000 a mouth 
as charter money for the Korean muu-of-war J «.•••• mu h'j. 

The Superintendent of Tradeat Chemuloo reo ne «1 oh Mat. ;st that 
aS.coc Japanese troop- hac landed at that port up to dale. 

There has lieen a great reform id the prompts e "S' with which 
officials go to their offices. Oi late, the ministers have fallen imo the 
habit oi attending to business at half-past twelve or one o'clock instead 
of utteu. Nov. they attend on schedule time and this forces all the 
lct&ei officials to do li'k*\vi<*. 

The Japanese male u sort of bridge across the ic<- at Fycngvang. 

On Mar. 1st news rame that Japanese were buying nineb propertv 
on K'*-ie Island in the mouth of Masar.po harbor and preparing to build 
fortification*. 

Tbe privilege of memorializing the Throne has heer extended to 
all oficiais oi any grade instead of being confined to those of h:gu grade 
only. 
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It v%as<Ki March i*t that the .iDMicccasful attempt was made by an 
assas-iri on the life of Yi Clii-vong the rcufigu Minister This we 
have described elsewhere. The same night several other bouses were 
sutaciceti with bombs bat without success. 

Or March itb by Royal Micl the* organization known ;j* the “Ped- 
•llars Guild” was once, and forever, it is hoped, done away with. The 
nlic: applied to the whole country. 

Tim tuxes from mining Franchises. butchers and Crown lauds have 
1 *c:i ag*;:: put Into tin: U;-.:ids uf the Agricultural I'evarLmeai. The 
Household. cncer Yi Yong-ik. ha:i long held them. 

^>11 March *\h the Japanese Minister advised the Korean Govern¬ 
ment to arr^t and try Kil Yung-su* Choe Nak-cbu. Yi Kyu-tang and 
V: Chai-wha, So*n^ of them were arre sterl hue the Chief rascal. KU 
Yung-su, "hid somewhere* 1 a& the Koreans sav. 

About March frth the convalescent Russians m the hospital at 
C'r.-irnlpo there taken to Japan. 

I>t. O. K. Avisoci ha< teceived from Nagasaki a supply of the virus 
oi i b us and i< prepared to treat a dozrn or nor*. patients by the T^as- 
ie*r treatment. The vfrus will be good until about April iota It is 
b:s intention to arrange tor the cut litre of the virus here so that people 
Kitten by msd does car be treated ;\t one* If there are any suspicious 
case* of dog bite it would be well to consult him at once. 

Hark* in March several hundred Russians arc said to have appeared 
at Kang-*;. e in the. fa: north and to have committed excesses there.. 
The R>cttt soldiers rose against Ihe-n uml drove them out. 

Y: To-jg kcame Home Mounter about the eighth icst. 

The prejei’l of Yong-clmn reports! on the eighth that 200 RngSuin 
troops left Yongam.po for the Chinese side o: the Yalu. 

t)n the* eolith Min Y 3 tig-*rt:i. the son of Min YBng-ik attempted 
to le ive CUem.ilpC* by'iout btl was --topped by the Japanese. Il was 
suspected that be was carrying messages 10 Mr. Pa v] off m Shanghai. 

Tin* Hri^tisli g.jRbc&t Putt nix v.-^it to Sua^-jin early :u March and 
brought the Hr:*rsli subjects from that place to Wonsan. 

Mm Yniu-wtan became Minister of Education on the 9th ir.st. 
S»i*ui after taking this p^itiou he :*.siu-d u statement hearing on this 
long neglected department Among other things he said that govern¬ 
ment appointments sh mid be giver, only to graduates of the govern¬ 
ment vcb«*d« And that giaduate.* i>f otbrr schools should he eligible to 
government positions upon examination. It will have to be done 
gradually but in three »'r l air year* this rule ought be to in running 
order. lie a*lvises tlusl all children should attend the Common schools 
and, having graduated, shoe id attend the middle school and that a 
college or oii : .v*rsi f \ sin.aid be established for higher education. 

Prince Yi Out-sun died on tht rst &> far as can be learned 
the cause of death was pneumonia but as he tan Fortunately did not 
have a foreign physician this cannot be verified. He vras the great, 
great-grandson of Sa-d«; Sc-ja. the unhappy *on of King Yong-joug, 
1:2 1 - 1777 . wboni bis father o:iiled up in a box and starved to death 
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hot who was, -raise-: posthumously to royal honors. It was from the 
accord 'sod of this prince that V; Chi-soi) was hnrally ricsccor.ed. 
As be was the fifth generation ..f the collateral lint be was not a 
prince, in his -wn rij-ht Thkt title expiree with the fourth g*men.;h.n 
as it did in the case of the Tai Won-kun. father of the present emperor, 
But Vi ChA-snn was a print* bacuu.* he iitcnmt the ftWopted --or 
of tte elder brother of the king \»he preceded the piesent emperor 
His .flicial title was Prince Ch'fiog-an lie was st:ii in the prime o: lilc 
fifty-f. m years of aye when be died Very many of the loreiguers 
of Seoul wf.1 remcriher him as one of the tm#i afTtihle Koreans 
they erer met. Those who could aot ream tuber his Korean tame 
CftlV-t him the Fat IVinvc bet. without casting the least reflection 
l, f> u him as a )?erlai and Courteuu* geutltsmit) We rsiuctnije: once 
when he was taking tea at the Semi Uuion one o: the little urchins 
who chase teunis balls happened to pass. The lioy haci a h^re lip. 
ard the Prince called him up gave him some money and told him 
ti* go and have a foreign physician treat his iip. This showed the 
kuD-lancas of his nature. He will long he remembered by those who 
knew him, a* a man who wouid make friends wherever he went. 

One of the most brilliant social events thiii Seuiu has ever wit¬ 
nessed was the reception given to Marquis ito, the special envoy 
from Japan to the Korean Emperor, at his temporary residence ir. 
Seoui. od the evening of the cjtb inst. A large number oi people 
were np from Cbecivlpo and it was qci:c evident that heoul had 
turned out in force to grace this final reception to, perhaps, the 
greatest Japanese statesman, oue who has been identified so per¬ 
fectly with the whole process of Japan's modem evolution that he may 
ir. a sense he said to epitomize it We trust thut the results of his 
visit to Korea may lx* .<* lading* a* they are ure to lie uthilary. 

The Japanese Board of Trade in Fusan has petitioned the Japanese 
Government sad the Minister in oconi to scour** the adoption of '.lie 
following measures, i— 

(i j A revision of the treaty between Korea and Japan. 

<2j Tbe issuance ci permanent deeds to real estate. 

. (5) The management of tbe Imperial Customs by Hint power whose 
trade interests are largest in Korec. 

i-t) A reform of the agricultural methods in Korea. 

<>t Permission for foreigners to reridc anywhere in the interi it of 
Korea. 

<6.1 The es^V-lishmcui of four or moic Jujsuicaf agricultural stAticne 
* in each of the thirteen provinces as object-lessons lo the Koreans 

(7) Fccniis*iou for Japanese boats to visit and trade along the entire 
coast of Korea. 

<£) The establishment of numerous branches of Japanese bancs 
throughout Korea. 

/91 The reorganization 0! the Korean monetary system so as 10 
effect an equilibrium to exchange. 
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If wc examine these nine Articles carefully -we wilt *«-e that it 
is impossible to grant them under existing circumstances. The 
Japanese ask for’ extraterritorial rights without atiy provision being 
made for their government- It cannot be supposed Ibut the Japanese 
m any other foreigner would be willing to snbinit to Korean rule/ 
ard yet. ender any other COUilili-itiS.it would he impossible to grant' 
extraterritorial rights. A Foreigner in the far interior of Korea 
must he under some anthonty. 'rte comparatively few who travel 
on pas>p.>rl cause little or no tronble, hat if iarge numbers of Jap¬ 
anese should settle in the interior the government must pass into 
the hands of the Japanese, which would be a violation of thfe treaty 
and or tiip new protccol. Pertup: it :t l-.-r this reason that the Fuun 

people ask that the treaty he revised, This desire on the part of 
the Japanese to spread <>ut over Korea generally seems to us to be 
the most perplexing question before the Japanese authorities. Tk:» 
desire cannot be gratified so far as we cun see. without seriously 
impairing Korean sovereignty. The time may come when, under 
the elevating influence of education and oareiul guidance, the 
Korean giA'crrment will command such a degree of respect that 
Japane.se and other foreigners will l*e willing to submit to Korean 
jii isdiction. even as they have :n Japan . out that time is evidently 
not yet. 

The meaning of the article ilea ling with the Imperial Customs is 
quite evident. It in a request that it be taken out of the bauds of the 
present Customs Service and be put under Japanese control. It iccnie 
tv us as: if ibis art vie vve*e Quite enough to make the JupHocsc govern¬ 
ment ignore tbe entire petition If fbe Customs Sendee were in native 
hands and were corrupt and inefficient, or if it were in hands inimical to 
intPi* valt, thi-. y^qiipct xr-mlH hr inralli^ihlp ; hnt tl»£ Ctlttoms 
Service is one of the few departments os Korean administration that if. 
practically beyond criticism b' l th in its presoanei and its workings. 
Moreover it is in tnc hands of Japan's friends. The wish to take it over, 
can be prompter, neither by a desire for the betterment of the service 
ti'»r the advantage of the Korean x , ' v *tru?iieJU but simply for the sake <«f 
tbe suUiriec*. poMl'ons It would give the Japanese. Our surprise et this 
request grows w-r.eu we remember that the fatuous contest over the Cus- 
toms Service, which occurred a l«*w years ago and in which England 
scored a conspicuous victory o\er Russia, made tbe service of W'.»rld- 
wide prominence ; SO that any attempt hv tlie Jajanesc to tamper with 
if at such a time a* ttrs is almost inconceivable. Wc arc positive that 
n ii l :ing can lie farther from the intcntl'-it ol the Japanese authorities 
a:id we cun only wonder tlmt any Japanese subjects have tbe teruciilyto 
suggest such an obvious absvrdily. Our entire confidence in the correct 
intentions oF the Japmesc anth'iritic.i is confirmed by die news that we 
have'heard that the foreign Office in Seoul has been advised by the Ja¬ 
panese Legation to pav atrerrirr. to any applications For concv^sii-ns 

the part »*f Japanese subject3or c mpanies -n:e*-s they are made 
through tbe Japanese authorities. We feel sure that the government of 
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Japan will make il clear to its subjects that the profit conditions in 
Korea do not constitute an open door whereby Japanese subject* can 
verrun the country and exploit its resource*: for their own benefit, ir¬ 
respective of the rights and interests o; the Korean government arid 
people. Wc are toi«l that a ,arge Japanese syndicate ofier-a Yj. 1/oC,w 
a year with au immediate bonus of Y 1.000.00c I01 certain uioncp.Y.iei. : 
this is a considerable amount of ixoi:«y, but when we note that the per¬ 
manent monopolies asked for cove: .be best resources of the Korean 
government -wc see that it would be selling hex birthright for a mess 
of pottage 

Vre believe ic Japanese influence m Korea for we ttclieve ic will lie 
rightly exercised, on ilic whole. At the same tiuic it is golug .0 de 

mandthe best Statesmanship of which Japan is capable to bold in check 
the impetuousness of the acquisitive faculty in 0 certain class of Japanese. 
Wc believe this will be one o? the most searching test*. i: one were 
needed, to prove the genuineness of the ciuiit:, which Japan put* forth 
to being an enlightened as distinguished from c. merely civilized power. 
(J1 her ability to stand this test we have no doubt whatever. 

Kim Ka-jin was appointed Minister of Agriculture, Commerce and 
Public works on March 9. 

Yi Yong*iik has been appointed governor o: South Cli'ung-eh'ung 

Province. 

Since March S Japanese gendarmes have been stationed in various 
partsnf Seoul, notably Chong-dong and Chong no. 

On the evening of the ;6tb uiit. Mr. Jack London gave a most in¬ 
teresting reading froia his own works at the Y. M. C. A. building, fur 
the entertainment o: American and British soldiers and a lew other 
friends. Wc are pronised a public reading by this Strait gifted author, 
at come not distant date, for tbc benefit of the Y..M. L. A. Notic* 
will be given in due lime. 

The governor of North Ham-gvtig wired bt the 7th of March that 
3500 Russians had come id Kydng-sung. 

Beginning with March 9 the Law Office began tbe aeliie prosecu- 
tioc cf a large number 0; actual and supposed offenders. Thirteen o: 
the Koreans who haii oeen military students in Japan were arraigned on 
the charge of having conspired to overthrow the Government. Three 
of them were decapitated iu the prison and ten were banished for life 
except two who received a lighter sentence. The -Japanese, it is said, 
interfered, or manv more would litre beer, executed. It is saici the 
charges were proved conclusively. 

There were fifteen robbers :n prison awaiting execution. Four ot 
them met their fats but tbc other eleven broke jail and escaped. For 
this reasor. two officials wete cashiered. 

Beginning with March 9 toe Japanese begun the construction of 
redoubts on the island or K-i-je near Masanpu. 

On Mar 7th a Rudnhist priest from the eelehrated Sin-beung 
monastery bought a buii-boad o: wood but killed the driver threw ki» 
boor into a ditch and sold the bull. Be'Uas l*een caught. 
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Vi UlUMg In 1 i>i' lit-ru ii'.mlr Crt-vermii i*f f;«wfcli Pirng-an Purvitice. 

Mia Yultg-yeiii has bc-er marie G«vernorut North Pyerg-an Pro¬ 
vince 

There is <i ciscount of 11 percent on tfce miles issued for ose in the 
.liipanese utmy. 

<’ r. March 2 nd a^aefills Attempted to lay hand"; on the Foreign 
Minister and three ether officials. Armed only with a sw«-nl. one oi 
-.tie ratals climbed the -ah" nf the Foreign Minister's compound au<! 
'.enrolled lot him. hut without success • At the same time He houses 
of three other Official f were partly wrecked bv explosive bomb*. It 
is generally s’.-jp'.’scii that th^sc ants were committed liy.'or at leas*, 
at die insligatiyi of cx-peddlars who had been tendered dopeia-c 
liy die overthrow ii-'tite:: hopi^tUrOHjilj the coming of the Japanese. 
These acts have tio special pobtiCdl significance, nor do we tbiuk 
lucre ree l he any uneasiness f»*r tear of their repetition. 

Vuu Chi-h- has been made vice-minister ..f Foreign Affair*. This 
is a very hopeful sign It is evident taut a salutary change IS grad¬ 
ually (Tlfcde ’.Vith Min Yong- whan. Kim Kae.bin, Vi To-ehoh 

Van h’ung-yal. S!*r. ?f:iiig-h'j:i and a few more men > f their stamp 
in the foremost pieces there Cuucot hut be a change for the better 
in poiitici'.l and s>ciu’. conditions throughout tbe country 

Col Nodzn. who is *o well and favorably known in foreign circles 
ir. Seoul, r.33 leer eppoirted adviser to the Korean War Department. 
H:< kr.cw|t-dge^f Koriiiti* ar.d ol cal conditions generally will and 
much to the v-uine <*t hi* services. The comparatively large sum that is 
spent upon the army makes -.t specially app-opr:ate that a man of ex¬ 
perience he employed to see that the money s«> -pent brings the maxi¬ 
mum returns to the government " bat Korea wnnts of a large stttny 
•t is hard to disc-A-er. !f half the rr.'oey devoted to the army were 
spent • ‘it education we her.eve :lie net results would be far greater. It 
is not an encouraging sign that education is held :n a sort of contempt 
at Ike present time TliU is becr.ur-e fue g*>vet:uueut gives little en¬ 
couragement te the student. 1 ; jr tins reason tfce new Minister o: Edu¬ 
cation has struck the right note in urging a plan whereby in a few years 
position*; will open only to ihos* who bav# graduated from wime 
reputable school. 

Marquis I TO has come and gone It would be pleasant to describe 

all the icstivitics that accompanied his visit hut these are not the 

Kernel of the matter. The various social functions must hare bored 

him more Or \ss l.ct tbev are unavoidable in the case of a man of his 

* 

standing. Wliat Interests us most :s 'lie list of twenty-eight suggestion* 
which he made to His Majesty, but the purport of which has not trails, 
pired. \\e shad look eaueriy iwr the real fruits of tbit visit, feeling thn 
the advice of the Marquis, if followed, must be of great vulue to this 
people. 

The exaggerated accounts which circulated regarding the accident 
which Mr. McKenzie of the Da-Jf Mail met in the north were fortunately 
dispelled whea chat gentleman returned from the north and reported 
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that he only flipped vu some none stairs In Fycsig-vaiig ant*. sulTeicrt a 
slight sprain. 

We learu that M. Takaki, Ph. D.. who recently went to Japan. has 
resigned hia position ft* Manager of the I;ai !chi Gicko. The reason 
*or ibis luy in the fact that the authorities of the llank in Tokyo 
forbade the loaning of money to trier chants in Korea. This singular 
action caused wutlciua'.iou among mercantile circles here and it was 
Opposition to their policy that caused I>r. TaUakj's resignation. We 
have the best of reasons for believing that he will soon be back in Seoul 
in a pos:tion of equal or greater importance. His intimate kliowiege 
of monetary aud Gnauciul conditions iu the peuitisuU will surely be 
utilised iu some important p»si_ We shall welcome ii:m back with 
gieat pleasure. 

The Wiju Railway is definitely under way. Thi» will become, evi¬ 
dent if one goes to Yung Sau and ates the great cutting that is being 
made there to carry the line through the hills westward. Work is going 
on briskly each way from Song-du and we expect to see the P.rue sck>ii 
when the wearisome journey to Pyeng Yung will become an easy a;x or 
seven boars run by rail. 

Wiju and Yoagsmpo have both been opened at last. I: was only 
the stiess of -war that brought this about. The Russian Minister suc¬ 
ceeded. so long as lie was heie, in blinding the. Government to its own 
best interests but now the thiug has been accomplished. and with the 
opening of these ports of course the Russian Timber Concession tails to 
the ground- How many millions this will save to the Korean Govern, 
uienr it is bard to sar but the Korean people are to be congratulated ou 
having escaped so easily. 

On March nth the U. b. war vessel Cincinnati went uorth to 
Chinn a in pj to bring away ladies and children who alight wish to gt>* 
out o: the zone of active war. Rut by the time the '..oat arrived tliers 
conditions had so changed that it wus loaud necessary to send only a 
lew. This, however, doe* not detract from tbe credit due to the 
American authorities for their prompt and energetic action. 

The sending of the Cincinnati to Chmnanipo and the Phoenix to 
Sutg-jin for the sake of a few nationals inspires u«e in the mind of 
the Korean, who marvels tli3t a great government like America or 
England would spend thousands for the sake of the convenience of a 
mere handful of their subject*. Nut until the Koreans realize ;he 
rea<onab'.encssi of such action will the.- be fitted for tile higher reaches 
of constitutional government. 

We learn that the Russians are recruicing the Koreans who have 
settled on Russian soil north of the Tumnn River. I: is something <>f 
an experiment, we should think, but it is evident tbiil the Russians, will 
have to press into their service every agency jiossihle to ward orf the 
“peri!" which iu her cate is ouite real 

Ou March ’*»th the Russians and Japanese came again in touch 
with each outer near, the town of Clibng-ju. This is about hair \%«n 
between Auju imd Wiju and the first large town this .'iiie of Sun-r.h'iu 
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*l»ere Or. Shmccks and h:s family arc still stepping- One Japanese 
uralry company act! "lie company of infantry were engaged. One 
Japanese officer and three men wv.rc killed and about u dozen wounded, 
“he Russian force is not definitely known but some say it unioccled to 
6Kimen. The resalt, as given by the Japanese, was a retreat on the 
pan "t the Russians. It is evident that the Japanese are pushing 
steadily on towarl the Yaln wtthi»*.ie an? fterioii*. oppukitiuti. 

We notice in a recent **?ne • f the Kcbt Ch* 0 *ifU a review ui a book 
ly ur.c George Lynch who. according i.. the Cknnkle. quoted the Ko¬ 
rea Review in support of some ahus.ve stutemeuts against missionaries 
in Korea It is a 'ample of die dishonest tricks to which n*en have re¬ 
course in attacking mmsionaries. :or after quoting tlie^ statement in the 
April number <•! tlie Rtmiezi'. to tbe effect that biuidiedsol Koreans ap¬ 
ply to the Christian churches each year for admission, with the idea of 
escaping official oppression, the «ritrr unfits the accompanying state¬ 
ment that extreme care is exercised by Protestant missionaries in pre¬ 
venting the entrance of these people into the churches and on bi« own 
authority and in utter ignorance of the facts asserts that all such people 
readily find entrance to ihe church and thenceforward are backed up 
by the foreign missionary. VVc wish tn state very plainly that s*» far as 
Proicbtuni missions in Korea are concerned this :* the very opposite of 
the facts. 

During '.tie past month a son lias been horn L> Mr. and Mrs. B. C. 
Doilhuni and one also ro vfr and Mrs. Devi.se. 

U e find it necessary This niorth to enlarge the Review by the issue 
of a supplement, which we think will prove <if great interest to our 
reader?, it gives ns a very welcopie glimpse of conditions in the north. 
It is told in a very modest way and one is left to imagine the feelings 
inspired, for instance, by orm-ii’* at night at o Tong-hale village and 
being ordered out itiotantcr. As there was oulv one gentleman in the 
party it must have been a fairly evnting moment. The experiences of 
the party from the Amettcuu niir.es were also rery interesting. The 
two estimates i»: ‘.be Russian ujvalry horses will be compared with 
interest. 
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An exciting; journey tHrovigh the hostile 
lines in northern Korea by a party of 
American ladies and gentlemen. 


The Following account is bv Rev. Mr. Kearns of the 
Presbyterian Mission, and is 01 ^great interest. giving us, 
as it does, a glimpse of actual conditions in the north. 


The town of Sun-ell*un is in North Pyeng-an Prov¬ 
ince. 110 mile*; north and west of Pyeng-yang city and 
55 miles southeast of Eui-ju. The missionaries, of the 
Presbyterian Mission, nine adults and rive little children, 
were the only foreigners noith of Pyeug-yang except the 
American settlement at the gold mines of Unsail 90 miles 
away on the east side of the province. The little mission 
station established in 1,001 rapidly developed work 
among the Koreans, until at the outbreak of the war 
there were about 5.000 adherents grouped in over 00 
churches scattered throughout the province. Nearly 
2.000 of tjiese were in the populous magistracy of Eui-ju, 
which lies along the east bank of the Yalu river. The 
people were eager to learn and the Christian community 
soon won the respect and tolerance of the heathen 
population. 

About a year ago Russia, first began to encroach 
upon Korea using the timl»er concession in the \alu 
valley as an excuse. Yongamyo near the mouth of the 
Yalu was selecLcd as an advantageous site for a port, 
and substantial brick buildings were erected. The Ko¬ 
reans near by resected the coming of the Russians, but 
their building operations employed a large numt>er of 
mer, and as they paid higher wages than bad ever been 
paid before, private animosity gradually died down. 
The writer visited this port in Deceml>er anti was cour- 
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tcously received by the Russian 

was interested in hearing of h 

forty-five miles away and asked a great many questions 
about the people and surrounding country. He stated, 
what was apparent, that the building operations had 
stopped for the winter, but that they expected to do 
greater things the following summer and would employ 
a great many laborers. He also said frankly that, while 
there were only a hundred or so of his countrymen in 
\ ongampo for the winter, he hoped in the coming sum¬ 
mer ro see many more. The communications were poor 
from Vongampo to the railway but Chinese carts made 
fairly good time and mail was reasonably quiek. A 
walk about the place showed seven or eight neat brick 
dwellings, large barracks and stables and substantial 
breakwater, a veiy creditable performance for one sum¬ 
mer’s work. No fortifications of any kind were apparent 
though they might easily have been concealed on the 
surrounding hills. The Russians with one or two excep¬ 
tions were all military men. The Koreans seemed to 
both admire and fear their new neighbors. Though 
there were various complaints of injustice, in was gen¬ 
erally eoneded among the Koreans that the Russians 
meant to treat them fairly and that the injustices could 
nearly all be laid at the ‘doors of the interpreters, who 
were all Koreans. The Russians not knowing a word of 
Korean were compelled to do all their business through 
these men. who could not resisL the temptation to 
squeeze a large part of the money entrusted to them for 
paving the laborers, and when complaint was made the 
coniplainer was usually arrested and beaten on the testi¬ 
mony of the interpreter. 

Being so far trom the world and with a very slow 
mail service the rumors of approaching war did not ef¬ 
fect the little missionary community at Sun-ch'un seri¬ 
ously. There was always the hope dial the question be¬ 
tween Japan and Russia might be settled without war 
and if not, that the fighting would be done in Manchuria 
and not in Korea. But certain precautions were taken. 
Orders were left with the larger missionary station at 
Pveng-yang for the stoppage of Sun-ch'un mail and its 
forwarding by private courier at the first sign of disor¬ 
ganization of the Korean post. If it became necessary 
to remove the ladies and children the only means''! trans¬ 
portion was by chairs carried by coolies and th«- order 
was left for twenty-four chair bearers to bo sent from 
Pyeng-vang to bring down the ladies and children at the 
first indication of fighting or an uprising near Sun-ch'uc. 


officer in charge, who 
* American neighbors 
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These precautions taken, all work went on as usual. The 
Koreans were quiet, but somewhat anxious and a few of 
the wealthy men hegani to buy horses in the back coun¬ 
try, away from the main road and get their possessions 
ready to move out suddenly. They knew nothing of ottr 
anxiety. 

Early in February we heard of the threatened riots 
in Seoul and of the coming of the foreign legation guards 
and the lawlessness of the Korean soldiers in Pyeng-vang 
and the great activitv' of the Tonghaks, in South l'yeug 
An and Whang Hai provinces. Russian scouts also be¬ 
gan to be seen to the west of us and about February 10th, 
twenty of them passed through Sun-chun and went down 
the main road toward Pyeng Vang. Many Koreans be¬ 
gan to he frightened and a few moved out.' Sunday Feb¬ 
ruary 14th. all the Japanese settlers in Eui Ju and the 
Chinese towns across the river. Antung, about eighty in 
number, came through Sun-eh‘un on their way to 
Pyeng Yang. They reported that they had l>een ordered 
out by a telegram from the Japanese .Minister in Seoul. 
W'c received a telegram at the same time saving that the 
U. S. Minister was alarmed bv movements towards the 
Y;ilu and wished American citizens to stop travelling in 
the interior, keep together and lx- ready to come to a 
place of safety should war break out. Three days later 
twenty more Russian scouts went down the road and the 
Koreans began to flee to tliecountry. All the roods lead¬ 
ing out of Suu-ch'un were filled with the household goods 
of the people who were hurrying to get their families as 
far from the main road as possible. 

The Christian population still held firm and looked 
to the Missionaries to tell them when it should lx neces¬ 
sary to leave. The great event of the year, the annual 
Bible ylass, had been scheduled to begin on the 18th, 
This is a sort of Chautauqua assembly that brings hun¬ 
dreds of Christians from all over the province together 
fora fortnight of Bible study and conference. In accord¬ 
ance with the policy of going on with all work anti doing 
everything possible to prevent a panic,' this class was al¬ 
lowed to convene in the hope that the war might hold off 
at least until the conference was over. In spite of the 
anxious times a larger number appeared for the opening 
day than ever before, many coming even from the towns 
near the Yalu river, on the opposite bank of which a large 
Russian force was lying, which rumor said would soon 
cross into Korea. 'The ISth and 19th were very busy 
days registering and organizing into divisions the hun¬ 
dreds who had come at their own expense, many from 
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distances of from 100 to 250 miles, all eager to study and 
forgetful of the everhnnging clanger. 

Saturday, Feb. 20th a telegram came saying that 
chair coolies had already been sent from Pyeng Vang 
and urging' that the ladies and children be sent im¬ 
mediately to Pyeng Yang. Hasty preparations were 
begun but were stopped in a few hours by the arrival 
of’400 Cossacks who seized houses and prepared to 
camp for the night. Opinions differed as to whether 
escape was any longer feasible. The Koreans were 
in a panic and fleeing from their homes by scores. 
The main road was fast becoming deserted. An 
American woman travelling in Korea requires at the 
minimum about eight coolies, four to carry her and 
four to carry her baggage. To move the five women 
and five children of Sun-ch’un station to Pyeng Yang 
would take at least fifty Korean coolies and if the 
houses alono- the road were deserted, how was such 
a force to be fed? To take food enough for fifty men 
for a four or five days' march was impossible. And then 
would the Russia us lot us pass through their lines 
when we overtook them on the road ? Would they' 
not be justified in turning back those who might take 
news of their movements into the Japanese lines'? And 
if we succeeded in getting through the Russian lines 
we were likely to meet the , upanese advance from 
Py’eng Yang and a road filled by a marching army 
would hardly be the route for women and children who 
wanted to go in the opposite direction. And last and 
worst of cill f- \vi th the panic at its height, how conld 
men be bribed or argued into going as coolies? The 
twenty four professional chair bearers from Pyeng 
Yang, if they came through all right, could be relied 
on to go hack when the route was towards their own 
home, but could the rest of the force possibly be recruited 
in ^un-ch'un for any sum ? These were real anxieties 
and there was much discussion, for it was no small 
hardship to leave the homes that had become dear bv 
long association. The Cossacks went on in the morn¬ 
ing and were followed by an equal number during the 
day. The chair coolies arrived on Sunday morning 
I taring urgent messages from missionaries in I^-cng 
Yang. After consultation a narrow mountain path 
parallel to the main road was selected as a possible 
route. This side road was longer than the main road 
and much more difficult, but it was far enough from 
the beaten track to insure the possibility of getting 
in to Pyeng Yang without meeting either Japanese or 
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Russian troops in any large numbers, and it was also 
probable that the people along such a narrow by-way 
would consider themselves sale and not desert their 
homes. Christian coolies were finally secured after 
much effort. The only condition on which they would 
go was that the missionaries who remained behind 
should attend immediately to sending their families 
out into the mountains. This was faithfully promised 
and Monday morning three ladies and one child escorted 
by one of the men started on the difficult trip With Lcn 
professional chair coolies, one horse, and a few 
Christian men from Sun-ch’un to carry the very small 
amount of baggage which it was possible to take. 
This amount was decreased on the journey- as coolies 
gave out or deserted and their loads had to be aban¬ 
doned. By the end of the second day this force had 
diminished to nine men, two of whom acted for the 
rest of the trip as chair bearers, leaving seven men and 
the horse to carry what was left of the baggage. The 
missionary walked and his riding donkey was pressed 
into service as a baggage carrier. 

A second, party consisting of another missionary 
with his wife and two email children, left at noon on 
Monday taking the same road. Notes were left by lIic 
first party at all stopping places for the guidance ot this 
second party. The narrow winding mountain path was 
made doublv difficult bv a heavv fall of snow that lav on 
the ground. There were only two incidents 01 impor. 
tancc in the five days' trip. On the third day a Japanese 
disguised as a Korean and speaking Korean perfectly 
made himself known to us and toid us that the first body 
of 400 Cossacks which we hail seen pass through Suu- 
ch'un was then at the very village where we hail planned 
to make our noonday stop. This caused a change of 
route by which we passed some distance to trie north¬ 
ward of the troops. The change of plan brought us 
that night to a Tong-hak village the inhabitants of 
which were very hostile to foreigners. Scarcely were the 
loads oil* and every body comfortably disposed when 
there was a great uproar outside and we learned that 
we would not lx; allowed to stop. There seemed nothing 
to do but go on if we wished to avoid trouble. Fortun¬ 
ately there was a moon but there was no other inn tor 
thirteen miles. The next day we crossed the river half 
way between Pyeng Yang and Sun-ehun anil passed 
within seven reiles of An in, where tin- telegraph office 
had been seized by 200 Cossacks. For the next two 
days we trayelied parallel with a party of scouts who 
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were going - down the main road on the other aide of a 
mountain range. By Lravelling laic on Friday night we 
reached Pyeng Vang about nine o’clock. The next day 
a count r from the second party brought word that they 
had fallen behind and would be in Sunday morning. 
Saturday night eight Cossacks slept in a village only an 
hour's ride from the city walls on the main road and 
Sunday morning several of them came in sight and 
exchanged shots with the Japanese sentinels. There was 
momentary expectation of a battle and the Japanese con¬ 
sul sent a note to the mission compound to say that he 
would be glad to receive the ladies within the walls if 
they felt disposed to go inside the city. There was con¬ 
siderable au.\.e v \ about the second party from Sun- 
ch’uii but they urnved salclv about noon, having seen 
nothing oJ the skirmish, which seems to have been the 
tirsv exchange of compliments on land and was reported 
.•is quite a battle at the time. , 

It was found on reaching F’yeng Yang that some of 
the reasons for not coming via the main road were not 
welt grounded. Another party from the mines came 
down the main road for half of trie distance between Sutl¬ 
ej fun and I’yeng Vang and were not stopped by the 
Russians or put to great inconvenience by deserted inns. 
The Japanese army had not ’>egun to leave Pveng Vang 
h>r the north. However, the first half oi the road 
between Sur.-ch'un and Anju would probably have been 
very diliicuk, and the men who had conducted the small 
missionary parties rclt that they had chosen the best 
route. 

The station physician and family with one other man 
remained at Sun-ch'un in spite of the arguments of their 
colleagues, who felt that the wife and children ought nor 
to remain. They telt that the hardship of forsaking 
their home, the exhausting journey and the existence 
for months with but a minimum of baggage was too 
great a price to pnv for the additional salety. They 
have been able to help the Koreans greatly in this crisis 
and so far have l?een unmolested by the Russians. They 
have trusted servants at hand and a place of refuge pre¬ 
pared Khimki it be ncccMiiry to Ike suddenly because of a 
battle at Sun-ch'un. They arc in constant touch by 
couriers with their brethren in Pveng Vang and the 
departure of most of the station leaves them supplies 
enough to withstand quite a siege. It was originally 
intended that the two men after seeing the ladies safe in 
Pveng Yang should return to Sun-ch'un to help look 
after-the mission property, but the skirmishing between 
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and the peremptory prohibition of the Japanese military 
authorities has prevented that. 

At the present writing Sun-eh‘un is stiil within the 
Russian Hues and the skirmishing and possible battle 
ground is still between the two mission stations, but the 
overwhelming Japanese force in Pyeng Yang must soon 
push its outposts beyond Sun-ch'uh. We had a very 
good chance to observe the Russians, They are physical¬ 
ly a very fine lot of men. Their arms and accoutrements 
seem to a novice inferior to those of the Japanese. Their 
horses are Manchurian ponies, larger, but akin to the 
Korean ponies and hardy. Out looking ill-fed and over¬ 
worked. The criticism which the Koreans make is verv 

to 

comical from the wearers of the voluminous Korean 
dress. They said of the Cossacks, “Those men cannot 
fight. They have too many clothes on.’' 

The first bodies of cavalry were followed soon by a 
couple of Tull regiments of cavalry and a small field bat¬ 
tery. The general in command ro'de in a carriage, which 
caused great amusement to the Koreans. They also 
brought heavy baggage Wagons. The eomissary depart¬ 
ment bought provisions of the Koreans, but did the buy¬ 
ing through their interpreter and the local magistrates, 
which means that most of the money lined the pockets of 
those worthies. The officers took great care to restrain 
their men and to permit no depredations, but of course 
there were isolated eases of theft by the Cossacks. When 
the Koreans understood that the foraging soldiers were 
unarmed, quite a number oHights occurred in which the 
offending soldiers were handled pretty roughly. 

At the home of the American physician was stored 
some fodder for the cow which supplied milk for the child¬ 
ren of the family. A sargeant with a detail attempted to 
confiscate this, which resulted in a visit of the two Ameri¬ 
cans to headquarters to procure an order for protection. 
They found the general dining on an unsavory mess in 
the kettle in which it was cooked and after returning 
home scut a servant with some dainties which were 
accepted with thanks. As a result of this friendly inter¬ 
course proclamations in Russian were posted on the 
gates of the three foreign houses notifying soldiers that 
the property was American and to lx respected. 

The Russians on Korean soil are badly handicapped 
by their, ignorance of the language. Their interpreters 
take advantage of the people and the Russians are hated 
for il. Even their spies who are paid fancy wages bring 
them false reports to alarm them and get them out of the 
country. There is very good reason to believe that the 


D qit zed t 


C.oogle 


Original from 

inr onio fiTATr irjivrur.in 



THE KOREA REVIEW. 


b 

first retreat of the Russians was due to hong reports from 
Korean .spies of overwhelming Japanese forces in front. 
"While they held Anju. the telegraph line was kept in 
repair. As soon as they retreated from Ar.ju the line was 
destroyed all the wav back to the Yalu river. 


The Kobe Chronicle of Mar. 24 contains an inter¬ 
esting account of a journey made by a party of 
Americans, including 1 several ladies and children, from the 
American Mines at Oiisan, north of Anju, to Pyeng-yang. 
They fell in with Russian Cossacks at Anju and were 
politely treated by them. These travellers describe the 
Russian cavalry as the finest they had ever seen. "The 
horses were magnificent animals and their riders might 
have been born in the saddle. As an instance of fine 
horsemanship, the lady said she herself observed an 
officer,’note-book in hand, making a survey of the sur¬ 
rounding country on horseback under most difficult cir¬ 
cumstances. The officer sat his horse, which was mount¬ 
ing a very steep hill zig-zag fashion, with perfect ease, 
making notes during the ascent, the reins hanging loose. 
It was a remarkable feat of horsemanship.” We fail to 
see anything specially remarkable about it, though, of 
course, every one knows the Cossacks are excellent horse¬ 
men. One of the indies in the party secured a number of 
photographs of the Cossacks who good naturedlv posed 
lor her. One of the party states that at one of their stop¬ 
ping places these Cossacks regaled themselves on- raw 

Korean pork. 
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Another of the great powers of the West had been bum¬ 
bled. K >rea could show her great patron China how to 
handle the barbarians. He immediately ordered the erectiou 
in the center of the city of a monument which had been iu 
preparation since i860. The inscription ran as follows. 

“The Western Barbariatis have attacked and injured us, 
with a view either to making war upon us or to forcing treat¬ 
ies upon us. If ive co nseut to the latter it will mean the betray¬ 
al of the country. Let our descendants to the ten thousandth 
generation bear this iu mind. Made in the Pydug-in Year 
and set up in tbs Sio-rni Year." 


Chapter XV. 

The " Frontier Guard" _ Japanese attempts lit making u treaty 

agent at tbe palace . the Regent's power on Ihe wane_a "Com¬ 

bination" .. the Regent retires . a puppet ... ’’infernal machine" 
....reforms ... a dangerous memorial .. fight with the Japanese 
... .two parties in Japan .... Japanese commission ... negou&ticr-e 

-treaty signed -...a mysterious conflagration .. .Japanese m:cis- 

ter. . French priests released .... a curious book .. .anti-Cbristian 
policy abandoned ...commission to Japan ...conspiracy. . liberal 

party_bnpefnl outlook ...the Mill policy .. split between the 

Min and liberal factions .. Minister to Japan... .military students 

... .regular troops neglected .. .emeute of 1SS2_Japanese legation 

attacked ...the palace entered ...the Queen escapes ...the ex- 
Regent quiets the soldiers... a meek funeral. 

Iu order to understand the intcrcstlug train of events 
that transpired in 1873 will be necessary to go back and re¬ 
view the relations that existed between Korea and Japan. 

At the. close of the Japanese invasion an arrangement had 
been arrived at between Japan and Korea by the terns of 
which the Japanese placed a number of traders at Ptisan. 
The popular belief 0: the Koreans that the government ac- 

Digital ,, Go >gle 


Drig no f'om 

THE OHIC STATE UMVERSIT 



KCHIMM HISTOKY. 


‘30 

cepted these as hostages in place ot au anneal tribute of three, 
uudred Japanese female bides is an amusing fiction which j‘h 
intended to offset the ignominy of theearand nose monument 
in Kyoto. 

This colonv was called, the Su-ja-ri or "Frontier Guard.” 
The Korean government appropriated tea million cash a year 
to its support. The Japanese claim that these people were 
not hostages but were merchants and were placed there to 
farm a commercial point d'appui between the two countries. 
That the money paid for their support was of the nature of a 
tribute is neither claimed by the Japanese nor admitted by the 
Koreaus : in fact the terms always used in describing these 
payments implies the coordinate degree of the recipient. 

This Japanese colony was continued up to the year 1869 
without intermission but it was not destined to remain un¬ 
disturbed No sooner had the Imperial government become 
established iu Japan thaD the Emperor appointed a commis¬ 
sion to approach the Korean government through the time- 
b011 oral avenue of approach, namely Fusan and the prefect 
o: Tong-nib with a view to esLabi.ish.iug closer commercial and 

dmloinatic relations. This commissioner transacted the busi- 
• 

ness through the Daiiuyo of Tsushima who seut the Impel ial 
letter to the prelect of Toug-flS and asked that it be transmit¬ 
ted to tiie capital. After reading it the prefect refused.to 
send it. on the plea that whereas Japan had always addressed 
Korea iu terms of respect she now adopted a toue of superior¬ 
ity and called Lerself an Empire. The envoy urged that 
Japan h id recrnrlv undergone a complete change, that she 
had adopted Western ideas and had centralised her govern¬ 
ment, and urged (hat the missive must be sent on to Seoul. 
The prefect was prevailed upon to copy the letter and scud it 
oa to the Regent but the Reply came back forthwith "We 
will not receive the Japanese letter. Drive the envoy away." 
The following year tks aiiD&nl grant of rice was suddenly 
discontinued without a word of warning and the Japanese in 
Pusan were greatly exercised thereby. They made a loud 
outcry and their government made repeated attempts to come 
to an understanding with the Korean government but with¬ 
out success. 

It was in 1S70 that the Japanese Hanabusa, called Wba- 
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bang F.ui-jil by ihe Koreans, Came with an urgent request 
that a treaty of commerce be signed, but he was likewise nu- 
snccessfnl. The King, however, was nearing the age when 
the Regent must hand ov*r to him the reins of -xnver and the 
Queftt. a woman of natural ability mid of imperious will, was 
gathering about her a faction which was wholly inimical to the 
plans and the tactics of the Regent. The latter found to bis 
chagrin that the woman whom he had placed on the throne 
with his son with special reference to the cementing of bis 
own power was likely to become the instrument of his undo¬ 
ing. Sure it is that in spite of the hatred which the Regent 
evinced against the Japmese this same Har.abusa came to 
Sennj in 187: or early in .*872. in a quite unofficial manner. 
ai;<i was given quarters at the pa luce where he was in con¬ 
stant communication with the Queen aud the n embers of her 
faction, and where, by exhibiting curious objects of wcslcrn 
manufacture, such as a toy itrivpbone aud the like, be amused 
his royal patroness and won liis way into the favor of ilie. 
party that was shortly to step into the place made vacant by 
the retiring Regent. 

The queeu's faction were diametrically opposed to the 
most cherished prejudices of ibe Reger.’. They favored, or at 
least looked with complacency upon, ’.he .growth of Roman 
Catholicism, they favored the policy uf listening to China’s 
advice in the matter of foreign relations. Th- y were doubt¬ 
less urged in this direction partly by pure opposition to She 
Regent and partly by the representations uf the Japanese ho 
had gained the car of royalty. Thr palace was the scene of 
frequent one! violent *lk-icaliouS between th; heads of these 
two factions, but nn open rupture did not occur until the year 
1S73 when an official named Chne Th-byuu air norialised the 
thrtiiic speaking disparagingly ol the presence o\ the Japanese 
in the palace and. to’wura tilt end, ciidrging the Regent wrh 
indirection iii the use of the public fund**. The king had for 
some time been growing restive under the control of the Re 
gent, being led to some extent by the new partv of which the 
CLietu was the patroness auc at whose head Mood her brother. 
Min Seung-ho. Thr memorial was received with marks of 
approval by the king and he immediately mi! off a large pari 
of the revenues of the Regent. At the same timeMin Sen tig- 
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ho approached the Regent's son, Yi Ch’l-myun. elder brother to 
the king, and suggested thnt if the Regent could be removed 
they two might share- the leadership of allair?. The young 
man accepted the off^r and ranged himsrlt in line with the 
opposition. The Regent -.vis now in great straits. The com¬ 
bination against him had proved too strong, and in the last 
moon of 1S73 he shook otT the dust of Seoul from his feet and 
retired to Kn-p'yutig. thirty-rive miles to the east of the cap¬ 
ital. Afier five months of residence there he returned as far 

as the village o: f-T • .icung, ten miles ta the north-east of 

Seoul. 

Among the peonle there was sti.l a strong element that 
lave red the ex-Regent. They missed a strong personality at 
• he helm of state, for the Koreans have always prcierred a 
strong even it tyrannical eldership. In recognition of this 
sentiment it was deemed win- to pm the ex-Regent's brother, 
'-vhotn he had always keptsevereiv in the bick-ground. in the 
prominent if rot uece's-.iriiy important position of Prime Min¬ 
ister. lie proved a* was intended a mere puppet in the hinds 
•>/ tlie Min party who by this time had alisorbed the whole 
power of the government. He was allowed, in compensation 
for this, to control the sale of public offices to his own profit, 
bn: always under the vigilant eye of the dominant faction. 

A new era in tli • metamorphosis of Korea had now begun. 
Public affairs in the peninsula took a new direction. Min 
.Seung-hn was court favorite and it looked as if matters would 
soon settle down to something like their former tranquility. 
Bo: the latter days of the year were destined to bring a severe 

shock to the im.av p'irty. One day Min Sv.tng- 

ho received a letter ourportiug to be from a certain party 
with whom hr was on intimate terms, and with it came a casket 
vrapped in silk. He was requested to open it only in the 
presence of his mother and his son. I,.4ttjat night in hisinner 
chamber he oysrii^rl it in thr pruener of tbeae mcml^rs <jf his 
family. but when he lifted the cover the casket exploded with 
terrific force killing the three instantly and setting-the house 011 
lire. As Min Seuug-lto had but one enemy bold enough to 
perpetrate the deed the popular belief that it was done by his 
gri'^t rival is practically undisputed, though uodirect evidence 
peihaps exists. 
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Min T‘ 3 -ho immediately stepped into the place made va¬ 
cant by the terribie death of the favorite. Soon after this the 
government discontinued the use of the 100 cash piece* with 
which the Regent had diluted the currency of the country. In 
the second moon of 1874 the Crown prince was born. The 
year was also signalised by the remittance in perpetuity of the 
tax on real estate iu and about the city oi Seoul. 

In i&75 three of :h- ex-Regent's friends, led by Cho 
Cbung-sik. memorialised the throne lagging that the Prince 
Tai-wun he again reinstated in power. For this rash act they 
were all condemned to death, and it was only by the personal 
intercession of the ex-Regent that the sentence was corn muted 
to banishment for life. Even so. Cho Ch'ung-sik was killed 
at his place of exile. 

In September the Japanese man-of-war Uhvo hztutn, after 
making a trip to Chefoo, approached the island of Kang-wha 
to make soundings. Approaching the town of Ydug-jung. 
they sent a small boat ashore to look for water As they 
neared the town they were suddtuly fired upon by the Koreans 
in the little fortress, who evidently took them for Frenchmen 
or Americans A moment later the small boat was turned 
about aud was making toward the man-of-war again. Taecouv 
mander gave instant orders for summary punishment to be 
inflicted lor this perfectly uprovoked assault. He opened 
nre on the town aud soou silenced Ih? batteries. A strong 
body of marines was landed which put the garrison to flight, 
seized all the arms and provisions and fired the town. The 
man-of-war then steamed away to Nagasaki to report what 
had occurred. 

At this time there were in Japan two parties who took 
radically different views of the Korean question. One of the>e 
parties, led by S.r.go of Sojsuma, smarting under the insn.t- 
ing war in which Korea had received the Japanese overtures, 
would listen to nothing but instant war. The other partv. 
which saw more clearly the vital points in the question at is¬ 
sue, Urged peaceful measures. Ths policy of ; 1 k latter pre¬ 
vailed and it was decided to send an embassy to attempt the 
ratification of a tieaty, and if that failed war was to be the al¬ 
ternative. This peace policy was so distasteful to the war 
party that Saigo returned to Sat sum.a and began to set in mo- 
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tioi: those agencies which resulted in the sanguinary Satsuma 
Rebellion. 

Vor many centuries thi-rv had been a strip of nautral ter- 
ritorv hetwem the Korean border, the Yalo River, and the 
Chinese border which was marked by a line of stakes. This 
strip n* land mturallv became the hiding piece of refugees 
and criminals from both countries, for here they were free 
from police supervision whether Korean or Chinese. The 
statesman I.i Hung*chung recognised This to be a menace to 
•.lit* wp|l::nc of both countries ami took steps to put un eno to 
it, bv sending a strong bodv ot troops who. in conjunction 
with h gnulioat, succteded in breaking up the nest of despera¬ 
does and rendering the country fit for colonisation. Two 
years later this strin of land was definitely connected with 
China and the two count tits again laced each other across the 
waters of 1 he Win, 

The Korean attack noon the Unyo Kwan off Kang wha 
proved the lever which finally roused Japan to active steps in 
regard to the opening of Koica. The war party regarded it 
as their golden opportunity, while The peace party believed it 
would pave the way for a peaceful accomplishment of their 
purpose An envoy was despatched to Pi king lo sound the 
police of that government. The Chinese, fearing that they 
would be held responsible for the misdoings of Korea denied 
ail responsibility atid viruialk acknowledged tile independence 
of thr peninsula At the same time a nr'litarv and naval ex¬ 
pedition under K.iroda Kiyotaku. seconded by luouye Bunda. 
sailed for Kung-wha with a fleet of gunboats*, containing in all 
sirme Soo men. The Chinese Ind nl ready ac vised the Korean 
government lo make terms with The Japanese, and thism lact 
was the wish of the dominant party; so. when the Japanese 
demand reached Seoul, that commissioner;, be sent to Kang* 
wha to treat with the visitors the government quickly com¬ 
plied. Two ; igh Officials. $i:i H'in and \nn Cha-seung, were 
despatched to Kang-wha and the first definite step was taken 
toward casting off the old time isolation policy, the fond dream 
of the ex-Regent. 

The Japanese envoy opened the conference by asking 
why the Koreans hid given no answer tn the repeated re¬ 
quests of the Japanese for the consummation of a treaty of 
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peace ar.d friendship. The Kureao commissioner replied that 
from the very earliest times Japan had always addressed 
Korea in respectful language, bet that now she had arrogated to 
herself the title of Great Japan and called her ruler the 
Great Emperor. This seemed to imply iVe voss-lage of 
Korea, an entirely new role for her-to play. The Japanese re¬ 
plied that the mere assumption of the name of empire on the 
part of Japan implied nothing as to the status of Korea one 
way or the other. This seemed to satisfy the Koreans. 

The Japanese than asked why they had been fired upon 
atYfing-jung. The answer was that the Japanese were dress¬ 
ed in European clothes and were therefore mistaken for 
Europeans. Bat when the Japanese asked why the Koreans 
had not recognized the Japanese dag, especially since the 
Japanese government had been careful to semi copies of their 
flag to Korea and ask that one be sen*, to each of the prefect¬ 
ures throughout the land, the Korean commissioners could 
find nothing to say and had to coufess that they had been 
in error. 

All these things were duly reported to the authorities in 
Seoul where daily councils were being held to discuss the im¬ 
portant questions. The ex-Regent sent an urgent appeal to 
the ministers not to make a treaty, but the tide had turned, 
and after some sharp discussion os to how the two govern¬ 
ments should be designated in the treaty it was finally ratified 
on Febnary 27th 1x76, and Korea was a he rent no longer. 
Three months later a semi-official envoy was scut to Japan in 
the person of Kim Keui-su. 

Meanwhile the closing days of 1375 had beheid a curious 
event in Seoul. In the dead of night the house of Yi Ca'oe- 
enng. the Prime Minister and the brother of the cx-Rcgent, 
wadset on fire by an unknown hand and burned to the ground. 
None of the inmates were injured. The culprit was seized 
and under torture confessed that one Sin Cb'ul-gynn bad hired 
him to do the work. Sin was therefore seized and put to 
death as a traitor. Whether he was indeed guilty and if so 
whether he was but an agent in the business are questions 
that have Dever been auswered. 

It was not until the sixth moon of 1S79 that, in pur¬ 
suance of the new treaty, a Japanese Minister, Ha nab us?., 
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was smt 10 represent his government at Seoul. We will re- 
memi>er that he had already served his government most suc- 
ct>sful';y at the Korean capital in a private capacity. The 
new legation was situated at the Ch*un Yun-jung near the 
lotus pond outside the West Gate. At almost the very same 
time two French oricsts armed in Seoul and took up their 
quarters outside this same gate and began to proselyte. 
They were forthwith seized by the authorities, and were for 
some time in imminent danger There was however a strong 

feeling in ihe government that tbih wbb inconftifiient with the 
new rule that it had elected to play and that it was distinctly 
dangerous. A halt was called and the Japanese Minister took’ 
advantage of it to infoun thr authorities that he had received 
a message from the French Minister in Tokyo asking him to 
use his good offices in behalf of these endangered men. 
The Minister added his own advice that the Korean 
government should hand over the imprisoued men at once. 
This was done and the Japanese Minister] forwarded (them 
to Japan. 

Ooe year later, in the summer of iSHo, Kim Hong-jip, 
a man of progressive tendencies, went to Japan. Soon after 
arriving there be met a Chinaman who teems to have made 
a strong impression on him. This Chinaman had many talks 
with him and gave him along manuscript dealing with the 
subject of Korea's foreign relations, which he asked should 
lie transmitted to the king of Korea. In it be advised the 
cementing of friendship with the United States, China aud 
Japan, bill he spoke disparagingly of Russia. It mentioned 
Protestant Christianity as beiog the basis of ^Vestern great¬ 
ness and advisee! that its propagation be encouraged. It com¬ 
pared the division of Christianity into Roman Catholic and 
Protestant to the division of Confucianism into the two sects 
Chu-ja aud Yuk-saug-san. When Kim Hong-jip brought 
this‘manuscript and placed :l in the bands of theking itcreat- 
ed a profound sensation, and awakened the bitterest opposi¬ 
tion. Many advised that he be killed as an introducer of 
Christianity. The most violent of all were Yi Man-son, 
Hong ChS’hak and Pfik Xak-kwan who memorialized the 
throne urging the execution of Kim and the overthrow of all 
Christian work in the peninsula. This met with the severest 
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censure front the king, not because it was in itself seditions 
but because it was an attempt to reinstate: the policy of the 
Regsucy, Yi Mao-son was banished, Hong ChS-hak was ex¬ 
ecuted and Pak Nak-kwan was imprisoned. This pul an 
end to anti-Christian talk l'or the time being and it was 

never a^siti seriously raided. 

By the fourth moon of 1SS1 the progressive tendencies of 
the new regime hid made such headway that the king deter¬ 
mined to send a commission to Japan to look about and see 
something of thr world. from which Korea had been so care¬ 
fully secluded. For this purpose His Majesty selected Cho 
Chwu-Yfing, Pak Cluing-yang,• Siin Sang hak, Cho Pyuug-jik, 
Min Chong- 11111k. OYnn jnng. OtnSe-yung, Kang Mnu-hyifng, 
Hong Yfmg-sik. Yi Wfln-whe, and Yi Pong-eni. Thesr men 
immediately took passage for japan. At the same time a 
party of voting men was sent to Tientsiu tinder the chaperon- 
age of Kim Yuu-sik on a similar errand. 

Late in this year, 1881, lour of the adherents of the ex- 
Rcgein conspired to overthrow the government, dethrone the 
king and put in his place Vi Chfl-sfin. a son of ihe ex-Regent 
by a concubine. The ex-Regent was then to be brought 
back to power. The last day of the eighth moon was set for 
the consummation of this plot. But on the day before, Nuiu* 
Myftng sfm and Yi P’ung-tul divulged the whole scheme to 
the favorite Min T a.ho, and as a result the four arch-con¬ 
spirators were seized on the morning of the day set for the 
culmination of the plot and within a icw days eleven others 
were taken. Id the eleventh moon they were all beheaded, 
and at the same time'Yi Cba-suu was given poison and expired. 

By this time r. real liberal pnrty had ha^iin to form. Its 
leading spirits were Kim Ok-kyua, Pak Yung-hyo. So Kwang- 
boni, Hong Yuugsik, Yi To-ja. Sin Keui-sun and Pak Yung- 
kvo. These were all men of very high family and held im¬ 
portant positions under the government. They were in favor 
of the immediate opening of Korea to inlercovtrae with foreign 
powers and the establishment of reforms such as had been ef¬ 
fected in Japan. The king was largely influenced by the pro¬ 
gressive policy mapped out by these men and an era of rapid 
advancement seemed to be dawning. A special departurent 
was established called the Ki-nmor Machinery Bureau which 
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was to take charge ot’ the introduction of foreign machinery 
and implements or all kinds. 

It is important to note the position of the Miu faction at 
this point. It was with the downfall of the Regent that, 
through lire (|u<c i s irj::m.-:ioe. the Min faction sprang to liTe. 
With the utnio-t r -icrity al' governnunt positions. were; filled 
with them or tln-ir sympailm.-rs and ilsscmed sure that they 
would have a lo- g lose ol official lire. The extreme opposi¬ 
tion of the Regent to a!: reforms md to the opening of the 
country to foreign intercourse nntura'.lv inclined his rivals in 
that vary direction ar.d it was directly through the Min (ac¬ 
tion that the policy of no ; seclusion was inaugurated. The 
queen likewise was iu favor oi opening up the country to the 
civilizing influences of the West. I'-uc with the Miu faction, 
as a whole, file question of national iiolicy were entirely 
secondary to the one main idea of preserving the asceudtney 
which they had gained. Here i» the key to all that followed. 
The Mias were not at that time facing China-ward and they 
never .would have been had it not become necessary iu order 
to preserve the enviable position they occupied. As we have 
seen, a number of high officials who had imbibed something 
of the spirit uf reform which had permeated Japan were fill¬ 
ing the ear of the king and queen with plans for reform. 
They were Meeting witn n favorable hearing and in propor¬ 
tion as tlicv sucs'ci ih <!, the power of the Mins must wane; not 
because the latter disliked the idea of opening tip Korea but 
because it was another faction that had the work in hand, and 
that faction would naturally attain more and more power at 
court ns success crowned their efforts. It was just here that 
the difficulty began. It the liberal ieadeis had been willing 
to put the working out of llic plan iuto the hands of the Min 
faction all might have gene along smoothly and Korea might 
hive realized some of the hopes of the would-he reformers. 
Bui such self-abnegation could scarcely be expected from men 
who saw iu the cart *, ing out of their brilliant scheme not onlv 
rewards for themselves but the advancement of the country. 
The personal element was present' in full force and this was 
the rock on which the reformation of Korea split We may 
believe that it was at this point that the Min faction deter¬ 
mined its policy, a policy that led it straight into the arms’of 
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China. From this point it became not the progressive party 
lint the conservative party. Its leading members were Min 
T’if-bo. Min YOng-muk. Min Tu-lio, Han Kvu-jik and Cho 
Rvurg-ha. There was one of the Mins however who held 
with the liberal party, for a time nl lenst. This was Min 
■Vuiig-ik, nephew to the queen, adopted sou ol Min Seung-ho 
who hid been killed by the infernal machine in 1874. That 
this man took his stand at first with the liberals is shown by 
t ie fact that in the spring of 1*8;.’ he joined Kim Hong-jip, 
Kirn Ok-kyun. Hong Yar.g-sifc and other liberal leaders in 
advising the king to select cco voting men and engage a Jap¬ 
anese instructor to drill them ir. military tactics. The advice 
was followed, and Lieutenant Isobuyachi was employed for 
that purpose. Without delay be began work .u the Ha-do- 
gam near the East Gate. At the same time a number of 
young men were sent to Japan to study ajiiitary matters. 
Among these the most prominent was Su Chfl-p tl who was in¬ 
timately connected with the liberal movement, though at that 
time he was loo young to take a prominent par:. 

The first regularly appointed Minister to the Japanese was 
Pak Yting-hvo the liberal leader. In the early part o: 188c 
he departed on bis mission. It was at Chemulpo on taard 
the little Japanese steamer that the Korean Rag was first 
designed. Pak Yung-hyu, K:m Ok-kyun. SuKwanguom and 
Su Chsi-p il were ail present when it was hoist*d for the first 
time in honor of the first Minister to Japan. 

While the two hunJcrd men who were being drilled at 
(he Ha-do-gam were being plentifully f-°d and clothed Uj the. 
government, thr 3.71*0 troops, called the. Hu! lyur. To-gauj, 
the former Royal Guard, were being badly neglected. Their 
p.iy was two or three months ir. arrears and fora similar period 
they hatf not received a grain of nee. They were naturally 
incensed and there were arig'y muttering* agaiust the two 
hundred men who were being treated so much betiei than 
they. When :he king was made aware ol this he ordered 
that a month’s allowance o; tier be given Out to these discon¬ 
tented troops. This work was. put into the hands of Min 
Kyutu-hc the overseer of the government finances. and n - in 
turn handed theinattcr over to his major- ;:o:uo who. it appears, 
sold the good rice and with the proceeds bought a . ngre rjunn- 
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tity of the poorest quality which h; mixed with sand and 
doled out to the hungry troops. The resuit may be imagined. 
They congregated in carious places and determined that since 
they must die in any event they would rather die fighting 
than starving. They string-nt*n-d the ferhle-ht-arted among 
their own number by threats of death tn case any proved un¬ 
faithful and refused to assist :n the work in hand. On the 
night of the ninth of the sixlh moot), in the midst of heavily 
falling rain, they arose en masse and proceeded to their gen- 
eral'3 hou.^c, wht;rr they iinmiuuccti that they were goin£ to 

take revenge on tio c e who tnd wronged them. That they , 
not only die not attack hiui but that they even had the cour¬ 
tesy to go and tell him what they were about to do shows 
clearly that he was in no wise to blame ior the ill-treatment 
they had received. They also sent a messenger to the ex- 
"Regent, but the purport of the message is not known. They 
then hastened to the residence ot Min Kjum-ho. but he had 
heard nf the trouble and had fled to the royal presence for pro¬ 
tection. The mfurated soldiery vented their rage on the 
property by tearing down the house mid destroying the lurni- 
tnre. They seized the dishonest major-domo and beat him to 
death upon the spot. The sight of this amused all their worst 
instincts and. separating into bands of two or three hundred, 
they hastened to diff-rent parts of the town to complete what 
liad been begun. Some ran to the prisons and liberated the 
inmates who naturally joined the ranks of the rioters. One of 
these prisoners was Pak Kak-kwan who had memorialized the 
throne in favor of the ex Regent. They took him on their 
shudders and rush-it through the strrrts shouting "Pak 
Chung-sitt" or “P:lk the patriot." For this, a few months 
biter he was torn to piec es bv bullocks outside the West Gate. 
Part o: the mob went to the Ila co-gam. but on their approach 
the Japanese military instructor tuok to bis heels anti made 
for the Japanese Legation. Urn he was overtaken and cut 
down in the streets. Another detachment hastened to the 
Japanese Legation itself, but found the gales shut and burred. 
Within were nine Japanese. In order to make it light enough 
to curry mi their ilnsUirdiy work the assaulting mob threw - 
firebrands over thf wall and thus illuminated the place, for 
it was night. l\tt little company of Japanese soon became 
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aware that they coild not hnpe to stand a siege and that their 
only hope lay it) a bold dash. Suddenly the gates flew open 
and the nine deter mined men rushed out brandishing their 
swords and firing their revolvers straight into The crowd. The 
Koreans were taken vvhcllv by surprise and beat a hasty re¬ 
treat. In their headlong flight many of them fell into the 
lotus pond adjoining. As the. Japanese hurried along to the 
governor's yamcti which was not iar away, they cut down a 
few of the uiob. They found that the governor had gone to 
the palace and so they turned their faces toward Chemulpo 
and hastened away. Another party o f the insurgents went 
outside the city to various monasteries which they burned to 
the ground. The most important of these was the Sin-lieung 
Monastery outside the Northeast Gate. This move was dic¬ 
tated by hate of the \Tin faction whose patroness was known 
to be very well affected toward Buddhism and to have made 
friends with the monks 

Other parties scattered over the city carrying the torch to 
the door of every member of the Mia faction. The houses 
of Mill Kyfim-fco, Mir. T'n-ho. Min Yung ik. Min Yfisig-so, 
Min Yung-jun. Miu Yung-ju Mia Ch’ang sik. Priuce Jfeung- 
>ti. Kim Po-hyflh and Yun Ch:l dukwere torn down by the ns? 
of long ropes. The furniture was piled in a great heap in the 
street and burned. The only member of the Miu clan how¬ 
ever that was seized that night was Min Ch’ang-silj who lived 
at Kon-dang-kol. He had the unenviable reputation of h iving 
taken large sums of .money from the people by indirection. 
When he was seized he cried "I am not a Mm . -ny name i.« 
Pak." They bound him and carried him through the streets 
shouting “Is this a Miu or a Pale?" The populace answered 
fiercely "He is a Min. " So 1h:y took him down to the big 
bell and-stabbed him in a hundred places with their swords 
and cut his mouth from ear :c ear. 

When the morning of the tenth broke Seoul was in a ter¬ 
rible condition. Bands of frenzied soldiery were ranging 
through the streets. The people either huddled nlmnt their 
fireplaces with barred door* or else sought safety in flight 
from the city. At last the mob rendezvoused in front of the 
palace gate and finding no opposition they baldly entered. 
Rushing info the inner court of the king's private apartments 
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'iuc round Uisir'L-lviv inceti: face with Hi? Majesty. About liini 
:i lew •>! ih._ oliiciais wh>» had not fled the city. There 
,v cr‘* M 1:1 Kviun-lio. Kim l'o Iniin. ClioRyung-ha and Prince 
H.-ony in. Knshing; forward the sindi-rs struck their swords 
:ty<insf the rilfcii ,\:;d ‘ii.- < : .«ku >>■ »vts- and demanded that these 
men :ir handci cn\-r to them. It w.i'- quite evident that (here 
war- no e-mp-.* ami th;! by refusal tiie> would only endanger 
the k : :iy s l;u- So : :rc i u: i c . k - oi visiuce to His Majesty 
n:.d rlieu stepped down sum the (land? of the soldiers. Mus 
JCvi'm-.-Virt ns.d Ki:n un w^fv iimtftnt.y struck down mid 

hacked in utece* bef «.*e tile wry eyes oi the king. Of Kmi 
nothing remained bn; the trunk of bis body. Cbn Ryang-ba 
":i* -j'.aii-d Prince Heung in died the same day for he was 
iija>ii-rf to a ; i!'y hv the gilt) 'locks of the soldiers. 

Tins ijiirc. '.he sn dier'ilenut’i.Md the person ol the queen. 
Th:.- king sS.rtiiy demanded row '.hey dared ask of him the 
fersui. o: his Cjueeu. Witiuni! r.:s wiring they risked away 
to :i_r private a; mi tii.eiits Seizing palace women bv the 

hair thev dragged tiicitt about demanding where their mistress 
x t it. Hut wh h- tins was ycung on one of the palace guard 
named f-Tmg Cha-iu-tu entered the Queen's presence and said 
'am site was in danger and that her oiilv hope of escape lay 
in gvttM'.gon his hack and being carried out. This she in¬ 
stantly did. A skirt was hostile thrown over her head and 
the heroic man took her straight out through the midst 
of the infuriated soldiery. Some of them seized bold of him 
and demanded whom h- was carrying. He replied that it 
was ove of the palace women, bis sister. whom he was cou- 
inf to a Mince oj a.-.f«?y Lli-j heroism was rewarded by 
seeing hcv safely outside the- jv.iacc and comfortably housed 
ai the residence uf Vni T'ii.iun to the west of the palace. 
The tivxi <ia\ she was taken in a closed chan' toward tlie viS- 
lagcolCi.arg-wun 1:1 vhcdissru : .if Ch‘ung juinCh'ung ch'nng 
i'toviiice, where she arrived -evera! days later. lu that 
phee she four-'J refuge in the house of Min Kuug-sik. This 
journey was in :i.- n it along ihr mini road but along by-paths 
c luting the mountains, and it is said that Hong Cha-heui lost 
several of his toes as a result of this terrible march, for shoes 
conic, not be procured. 

But we must return to the palace. The ex-Ktgcul ap- 
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peered on Hi's scene \v|j»S«- Uic >old ers woe stiii rngirg 
through tlse palace in search of the Queen. He gave tue 
wgs’al to slop,' and instantly tiie soldiers obeyed and quirt ly 
left ihe palace. That these soloiers. wo;ko; np as they wcti* 
to >i perfect frenzy, should have obeyed t‘:r ^‘isituaisds ot *.':ic 
Prince Taiwan so instantly and implicit in wu"ild -cciii 10 
argue a closer connection with this outbreak than any overt 
r«ct on his part would give n« warrant to affirm. 

The ex-Regent was now in power again. He supposed 
that the Queen had bet-11 hilled, and on the next day he 
sninnotied the officials a*sc said that though ike Oueen was 
dene vet her body had not been found; they must therefore 
take some of her clothing and perform tli; funeral rite*. with 
them instead. Tile proclamation went loitli, and from the 
middle of tins sixth moon :h_* -..topic went into mourning for 
their Oueeu. 


Chapter XVI. 

V pnnic....Japanese envoy .. .a counter demand . Chinese troops ar¬ 
rive. ., .Hutcr* c*ptare<; ...the Regent kidnapped... the Onttn re- 

l«;n:s.., .Foreign Ofivc .. von jlolier.dorf.. .micit rg _\:iieric*u 

Minister . . various innovations .... special envoy to the United 
Suites . . .the American farm treaties . liberal ansi conservative 
uvrtius drift further apart Pfii: Yun"-l:yo*H atleajpud reforms ... 

for iir.erpreter* fears of tbe progressive party . . a urifis 
imr.rincr.t nmierstaivhni/ with the JgeuuKse . the dsnr.er at the 
Post Office .... attempted a*Hi$cinat:on . .* confusion .. Liberal 

lenders hastet) to the pnlar? called in . rorftarvatiTO 

leader* pm to de.itli «>lhcia 1 cfc;tiif;e* .. Chinese demand* .... 

the tight in the paKice .... the king goes over to the Chinese . . 
liheials killed . . the Japanese -eitire to Chemulpo .... indemnity 

.... executions_Japanese terms . hospiul .. . missions . 

Tientsin convention . cormption .. .vnu Mollei)dorMS*tt:isseA ... 
Chi«m Uikc& v\ cr Lhc cu»i«;t»3* ... Jv-<lgc Dcunv mgr.gcO «s i.<l> i>ci 
... oLslaules put in his way ... governmeul English School.... 
mission schools.... Minister to the United Slates... .the "Ixilv 


A few days alter the flight of the Queen a rumor was 
circulated to the effect that a large body of men belonging to 
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the jx-ddbtr's gniM hud eouirie^nU-d cnr.sidt the Ivmt Cate 
iim! vvr)'; si bout to eiitf-r and loot jbe city. A panic .-eiaed 
the ’.i.nj.Ie. :• n! men, women and children might br seen fly- 
isiJ! I!l :, ll dir. ctious. some out into the neighboring country 
:inri s.mus-; nj» the steep sides of the surrounding mountains, 
Ti.e *:"<:* 1». i.:£ ;.li locked tlie people- forced tlic Sooth Gate 
nn<i 1 he two West g.lo mid thus made "nod their escape. 
The king hicmvlf was affected by the rumor and leaving the 
palace sm:gbt safety at the house of Yt Che- wan. But the 
panic ceased as .quickly :i- it bad begun, and within three 
hours the people were returning to their homes again. The 
extreme haste with which the people tried to get away 
is iUustrat-id in the case of one old man who seized his 
little grand-son, as he supposed by the hand, and fled up a 
mountain but found to his dismay that he had taken the boy 
by the leg rather than by the band apd that the little fellow 
Lol succumbed to this harsh treatment. 

On the fifth of the seventh moon Count luouyc arrived 
in Chemulpo as Japanese envoy and inimeolately sent word 
to have a high Korean official scut to Chemulpo to discuss the 
situation. Ki:n Hnng-jtp was scut, and as a result the. Korean 
government was asked to pay an indemnity for the lives of 
the Japanese who had been killed. It appears that besides 
the Japanese military instructor five‘or six others bad been 
killed, also a considerable amount of Japanese money had 
been seized and destroyed at the Japanese headquarters. 
The indemnity was placed at a million cash apiece fox the 
Japanese who had fallen. This amounted to something like 
$2,500 each, a ridiculously small sum, but perhaps all the 
Japanese thought they could gel. The Cs- Regent. replied 
thnl if the Japanese demanded, this indemnity the Korean 
government would feel obliged to levy a tax upon all Japan¬ 
ese merchants doing business in Korea. This was practically 
n refusal to pay the indemnity and the envoy took his de¬ 
parture. 

Hardly had be left before a Chinese force 5,000 strong ar¬ 
rived aL Nam-yang cl: the town of bu-wuu. They were com¬ 
manded by Generals 0 Chang-gyang, Wang Suk-ch'ang, Itfa 
Kun-saug and by a lesser officer named Wuu Se-git who was 
destined to play a leading part from this time ou. These 
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The Russo-Japanese War. 

We are evidently approaching- a second crisis in the 
war. It was inevitable that the sconring of the seas bv 
the Japanese fleet would be followed by a season of wait¬ 
ing for that was a necessary preparation for the trans¬ 
portation of troops to the mainland. The delay mat- 
have been increased by the fact that the Japanese could 
not. have known that the sea victory could be so 
easy. 

Be that as it may, tilings are beginning to 1 ><>k 
lively once more. The Japanese have driven the Russians 
back across the Yalu bv a series of what the Russians 
themselves in then dispatches to St. Petersburg call "Jap¬ 
anese reverses.” The Russians considered it a gr.iat 
feather in their cap that they destroyed tlx: two men of- 
war in Chemulpo Harbor. The Shanghai Mercury sf ys 

with the finest touch of irony 1 hat the Russians will net tv 

•* 

despair so long as they can do such tilings as these. J -v 
whatever name we wish to call this victorious retreat if 
the Russians thev are now bevend the Yr.ir. and Korean 

•s % 

soil is clear of them. It is not much to be regrette 1 
when we read the telegram sent down here by the commis¬ 
sioner who went north to bring back the body of th:- 
prefect whom the Russians killed because lie refused to 
supply provisions. The Commissioner found the body 
decapitated, both arms and legs cut off and the trunk 
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frightfully mutilated. We cannot assert that the Kus- 
sians mutilated the body but there is no doubt that they 
killed the prefect. 

Once more the old Yalu comes into notice. There are 

few more historic streams than this one. For nearly 

* 

four thousand years it has seen many armies facing 
each other across its waters. It is the Rubicon of Korea. 
The parallel is accurate. 

When the Koryu dynasty, away tack in 1392 . had 

become so rotten that it. was a disgrace to the tv hole 
Korean people the great general Yi was ordered by the* 
priest-ridden king to Lake the army and attack China 1 
Gen. Yi knew it was the command of a maniac but he 
had to make a “bluff* at obedience; so he took the army 
as far a.H an island in the middle of the Yalu and then 
made a speech to them, to the effect that it was worse 
than suicide to attempt the invasion of China and asked 
them if they would follow him back to the capital and 
engage in a little political house-cleaning. They ap¬ 
plauded the speech and recrossed the arm of the river 
and marched on the Capital, where Gen. Yi soon became 
king and founded* the present dynasty. Old Sind on was 
the monk who had hypnotized the fallen king. One ot 
his tricks is worth recording. Feeling that his bluff 
needed a little “upholstering" he dug a hole by night in 
front of his door: at the bottom of the hole he put a 
barrel of beans; on top of the beans he put a gilded 
image of Buddha so that his head would come about 
two inches from the surface ot the ground. t<nd then he 
tilled in the dirt so that nothing could be seen. He had 
taken good care to throw in- a ample of pails of water 
on the beans, in the morning he called the people 
about him and said “By noon a gilded Buddha will 
come-up out of the ground in front of my door." They 
sat down to watch. The beans began to swell, and at 
11:57 the gilded head broke through the surface of the 
soil. They went down or, their faces as if they had been 
shot and Sind on's hold was strengthened for another 
rear or two. 

The world is waiting eagerly for news of a land 
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fight but this is not likely to come off for several 
■weeks ret. The Japanese might land some troops back 
of Port Arthur and attack that place by land and sea 
simultaneously but the strength of Port Arthur has been 
proved to be so much less than the .Russians boasted 
that even the capture of that stronghold would really 
not be considered a hard blow. It is when the two 
armies meet in the death clinch in Manchuria that 
we shall hear of something definite. Meanwhile we 
seek tbr evidences of strength or weakness on either side. 
The frantic efforts that the Russians are making to 
secure food in Manchuria and the fact that they have 
had to bribe the bandits to keep them still, show that the 
Siberian road is going to prove all but inadequate to 
supply the army in the Far East. 

Manchuria is heavily populated with people hostile 
to Russia, her railroad runs so near the Arctic circle 
that in winter it will be an enormous undertaking to 
keep a large army in Manchuria supplied. At some sta¬ 
tions along the road we looked carefully at the track an<L, 
as the train moved along, the railroad ties would sink 
half or three quarters of an inch and mud would ooze 
up over them. If this was the ease with comparatively 
light passenger ears what must it be with heavily loaded 
ones? It is probable that to keep that road in running 
order and to transport what the army will need wall 
require an average of fifty men to the mile along the 
whole 6,000 miles, or in round numbers a total of 300,000 
■men who must themselves be fed and provided for and 
paid. We have lately heard that 100,000 more men 
are asked for as guards alone for the railroad. So when 
people talk about Russia’s game being a waiting game, 
it is true only in case she can concentrate a large army 
at Harbin or elsewhere and then pU3li the Japanese 
rapidly aud steadily out of Manchuria and Korea. If 
the statement of the Japanese is true, that the war will 
take two or three years, we feel confident that its pro¬ 
longation will be worse for Russia than Japan. It 
may be that Japan sees that it will be necessary to 
play the waiting game herself and attempt to drain 
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the resources of the Russian government. In order to 
make it succeed it was necessary to have complete 
command of the sea anil render it impossible to feed 
the Russian army by any other avenue than the vSiberian 
Railway. This they have done and the next step is to 
keep things moving enough to make it necessary for 
Riissia to support an enormous army in Manchuria at 
three limes the cost of keeping a Japanese arm3* there. If 
the Russians want to stop the suicidal expenditure they 
must drive the Japanese array oft' the southern point of 
Korea; hut the nature of the Korean country is such 
that the Russians would be constantly fighting an 
uphill game with the ever present danger of a Japanese 
army landing in their rear and cutting off their com- 
iriuiiiefitioiis. We very much doubt whether the Japanese 
wish to bring the matter to the issue of a siugle great 
battle. Japan is now paying for something like fifty 
thousand men on the field while Russia is probably pay¬ 
ing for six Times that number and when we take into 
account the vastly greater expense of putting Russian 
troops in the field than that of putting Japanese troops 
there we might be within bounds in saving that Rus¬ 
sia's daily expenditure is ten times as great as that of 
Japan. At that rate Japan can afford to play the wait¬ 
ing game. This looks the more likely when we notice 
the satisfaction with which Japan views the restriction 
of the belligerent territory and the arrangement which 
she has made with Korea, for whereas it prevents Rus¬ 
sia from drawing supplies from any Far "Eastern ter¬ 
ritory' excepting Manchuria, which in a state of war 
will produce comparatively little, it leaves Japan free to 
draw upon the enormous agricultural resources of Korea 
which, being in the southern part of the peninsula, will 
l»c out of the area of actual hostilities at least until the 
Russians have succeeded in pushing the Japanese to the 
wall. And before this can be accomplished Russia will 
have drained every bourse in Europe and beggared her 
own people. 

But e^'en this does not exhaust the indications which 
point to Japan’s intention of prolonging the war. She 
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A—The place where the first skiruufch took place. 
R—The place where the Ruaiaus took their stand. 
C—-The South Gate. 

U—The city of Chong-ju. 

^—Th* road from An-ju. 

K—Road toward Wj-jn. 
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recently secured an extension of the fishing privileges of 
the Japanese along- the whole western coast of the penin¬ 
sula and the avowed purpose was to provide another 
means of supplying the Japanese army with food. This 
shows that she does not expect to end the war in a single 
season. We must also add to this the fact that Japan is 
hastening the building of the railroad between Seoul and 
Wiju which cannot possibly be finished inside of two 
years. 

General Kuropntkin's statement that he expected to 
finish the war in July probably voices the profound wish 
of the Russian Government, find to realize this wish they 
will depend upon the hol-licadcdncss of the Japanese in 
precipitating a general engagement. But Japan is nut 
out to do what Russia wants and we fully believe that an 
entirely different policy will he adopted hv the Japan¬ 
ese leaders. A prominent Russian official has already 
foreseen that Japan will adopt the tactics of the Boers. 
It is an ominous forecast for the Russians; for with 
Japan's resources and the number of men she can put into 
• Manchuria it will mean the Boers with thrice their force 
and backing. 

The war correspondents who have been waiting so 
impatiently in Tokyo have come on at last. They passed 
through Chemulpo the other day on a Japanese transport. 
The boat dropped anchor iri the harbor at five in the 
morning and left before noon for the north. Not one of 
the fifteen correspondents was allowed to land and a 
newspaper man here who boarded her was allowed to 
stay only fifteen minutes. Mr. Jack London was wait¬ 
ing in Seoul for that boat. He was tolci ihat it would 
arrive at noon but it arrived and sailed again before that 
hour, so he was left: but he went north by a subsequent 
boat. 

To show how well Japan keeps her own secrets. I 
will sav that for three weeks a fleet of over forty loaded 
transports lay off the Korean islands within fifty 
miles of Chemulpo and yet very few in Seoul had 
heard a word about it. That neet was waiting for the 
Russians to be pushed back across the Yalu and when 
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that event was in sight the time had come for this new 
force t<> land near the month of the Yalu. For this rea¬ 
son the war correspondents in Tokyo were sent forward. 
This newspaper crowd, like all crowds, is made up 
of all kinds. There are verterans like Burleigh, James, 
London. Davis and I'aimer and then there are callow 
youth just oat of college, whose notions of the East and 
whose estimate of Russian or Japanese eharaeter-js based 
upon a lew days observation from the deck of a steamer. 
One of them coiled on -us the other any to ask questions 
about Korea, which we .gladly answered: but we found . 
that he had formed preconceived notions of it that were 
decidedly youthful and lie disputed with us at every 
point. ’Ye could tell him nothing. lie had learned more 
about Korea in four days than we had in eighteen years. 
He was like the fellow who crossed from Dover to Calais 
for the first time, and seeing a redheaded man on the pier 
at Calais wrote back to his friends that all Frenchmen 
were redheaded. And. strange to say. this man repre¬ 
sented one of the greatest papers in the United States. 

The withdrawal of the last Russian force across the • 
Yalu River brings to an end one period in the war: only 
a preparatory step, of coarse, a clearing of the decks for 
action, aud yet a very definite step and one in which the 
Koreans are deeply interested* It means that the war is 
to be f'ougin on other than Korean soil and only those 
who have lived in territory which was the actual scene 
of conflict can properly understand what a blessing this 
is lu the Koreans. 

It will be well therefore to give a resume of what has 
been done and the manner in which the advance and 
retreat of the Russians was accomplished. It is evident 
that the Russians never expected nor intended to at¬ 
tempt to hold any of the Korean territory against the 
Japanese, but it was necessary that they should send for- 
ward a small force to keep in touch with the Japanese 
so as to be always informed of the movements of the 
latter. For this purpose they made use of Koreans as 
spies and through them gained some useful information 
but. if reports are correct, thev were often deceived by 
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these Korean spies as to the number of the Japanese. 
The passionate longing of the Koreans to see the war 
carried to the other side of the Vain evidently affected 
these Korean spies and more than once their reports of 
the rapid approach of strong detachments of Japanese 
made the Russians decamp in haste when in truth they 
could easily have stood their ground and caused delay to 
the enemy. The question here arises as to whether one or 
the objects of the Russians was to cause serious delay to 
the Japanese so as 10 give more time for preparation to 
themilita.rr authorities in Manchuria. 

The rather serious business at Chbng-ju might in¬ 
dicate that such were their orders. The little skirmishes 
at Anju, when shots were exchanged across the river 
and two or three on either side were killed, could not lx 
called serious opposition. The Russians were looking 
for the best place to take their stand and sec what they 
could do at holding the Japanese in check. They may 
have seen the futility of it. and probably did. but an at¬ 
tempt, at least, must be made to obey orders if only to 
prove that they could not be carried out. The skirmishes 
at Anju occurred about the middle of March and it was 
not until nearly a fortnight later that the battle of 
Chting-iu was fought, namely March 2 Sth, 

But before describing rh;it encounter we must note 
sonic of the movements of the Japanese that preceded 
it. The Russians spread out over the southern portion 
of North Fyeng-an Province in a desultory sort of way. 
They must ha'*<- known through their scouts that the 
Japanese were going north by the main road only hut 
the Russians scattered far to the right and left of this 
road apparently bent upon forage. On March loth they 
entered Yang-bydri. the capital of the province, about a 
hundred strong and malic a demand upon the governor 
fur food. lie coulu do nothing but comply, so he gave them 
orders on various prefects in the vicinity. These the 
Russians took and presented at various prefectures say¬ 
ing that the Russians were going to fight the Japanese 
and that the Koreans must aid them with food. They 
seeni to have had the curious notion that this would be 
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pleasing to the people, when in fact nothing could be 
more distasteful. The Russians gradually eameto9ee 
their mistake when prefect after prefect announced that 
orders straight from Seoul were superior to the govern : 
or’s orders and that they could furnish no provisions. 
The result was that the Russians had to take what they 
wanted. These provisions were not paid for even though 
the Russians may have offered Russian money. That 
money was worthless to the Korean and however; much 
he received it could not he called pay. It is amply proved 
that they took things without leave, for they entered the 
grounds of American citizens in Son-ch'an and were going 
to walk off with some fodder, and it was only by an ap¬ 
peal to the head officer that the theft was preventedj. 

On the 22nd a Russian band. twenty-five strong, 
Entired Ch‘ul-san and took a hundred pecks of rice and 
five bullocks. A large majoritv of the people had run 
away leaving their bouses empty. The Russians entered 
these houses and took whatever they needed. It was the 
same in ail the towns along the main roads. The num¬ 
ber of Koreans who fled from their homes in the north 
would mount up to thousands. Where did they go with 
their wives and children ? It was bitterly cold. Winter 
had but just begun to break up. The imagination is tax¬ 
ed to the utmost to form even a faint conception of the 
terrible suffering those people must have endured. The 
number of actual deaths among those fugitives must have 
been ten times the number of Japanese ami Russians who 
were killed or wounded in the various9moll engagements.. 
We may smile and say that it was quite unnecessary for 
them to run away from their homes, that they were them¬ 
selves to blame tor their suffering; but we forget that 
they know of war only as rapine and plunder, the loss.of 
property, of life and, of honor more precious than life. 
They know nothing of “'civilized” warfare. 

It was on this same day March 22nd that the Rus¬ 
sians at Yongampo, connected with the Timber Conces¬ 
sion, and the Chinese under them, removed to the other 

side of the Yalu. Onlv 100 Russian soldiers and ten 

* 

Chinese remained. The Koreans say that they put' a 
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large number of “boxes'* into tlie water at that port. 
The Koreans took it to be the Russian form of burial but 
they learned later that these were torpedoes. We cannot 
be sure as yet that the Russians actually mined the har¬ 
bor, but these reports would lead us to suppose so. On 
the next day even the 100 soldiers and the Chinese all left 
hurriedly and went across the Yalu leaving everything 
in the hands of the Korean interpreters. 

When the Japanese crossed the river at An-ju the Rus¬ 
sians being greatly outnumbered evidently determined to 
move steadily back toward tbe Yalu but to leave enough 
men at Chong-ju to hold the Japanese temporarily in 
check and prevent an attack in the rear. That there was 
no general concentration of troops at ChBng-ju is shown 
by the fact that on the 20th 500 Russians arrived at 
Kwi-sung which is almost north of Ch5ng-ju and then in 
a day or so went westward. But still better proof is 
found in the report that on the 29th just one day after 
the fight at Chong-ju 2,000 Russians arrived atSun-ch'aii 
and the following day went toward Wi-jn. These men 
could not have been in the fight at Chong-ju. There was 
a little brush between the Japanese and Russians at Pak- 
ch'un a few days before the Chong-ju affair and it is plain 
that the Japanese were hot on their trail for we hear 
from Ta-ch'Qn. just north of Pak-ch‘fin, that on the 26th 
twenty-nine Japanese cavalry arrived and most of these 
immediately hurried westward toward Kwi-8ung. 

It was on the morning of the 28th that the Japanese 
cavalry scouts approached the walled town of Chong-ju 
which is on the main road thirty-five miles beyond An-ju. 
We are able to give a little sketch map of the situation of 
Chong-ju, indicating the main road along which the Jap¬ 
anese came, the lay of the land about the city, the spot 
where the first firing took place and the position occupi¬ 
ed bv the Russians and from which thev were driven bv 

• • 

the Japanese. It will he seen that a stream comes down 
a valley from the northwest and flows around to the 
south side of the city where it is joined by a corresponding 
stream coming down from the northeast, so that the city 
‘lies in the fork of the streams, which then flow south iuto 
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the sea a few miles distant. Some of the Japanese scouts 
came across 'he stream about half past ten in the morn¬ 
ing and approached the south gate of the town while 
others took a circuit around the eastern side of the town 
to see what was going on in that direction. It soon be¬ 
came clear that they were in touch with a considerable 

bode of Russians who were in tin citv and outside the 
- » 

west gate. The Scouts started back to report but the Rus¬ 
sians seem to have followed truer out of the south gate • 
arid soon themain body ot Japanese appeared and a sharp 
encounter tonic place a hundred yards outside the south 
gate. The Russians were riot ir: force enough to hold this 
position which was a poor one, so they retired, leaving, as 
•I ss reported, two or three dead on the field, who were 
afterword buried by the Japanese. When the Russians 
retired they ail went outside the west irate up the stream 
and '<>ok their position on rising ground, evidently with 
the intention of making a stand there. The Japanese 
cavalry bad followed close on their heels, bur when it 
was seen that the Russians had drawn up for business 
the cavalry retired to the main body of the Japanese and 
reported. Going around the south side of the city the 
Japanese attacked the position of the Russians with 
fifty cisvairv and severity infantry but it was two or 
three hours before they were dislodged and compelled t<* 
retire toward Wiiu. if tlie Japanese could have pushed 
on and kept up the Tight the Russians would perhaps have 
been more thoroughlv tea ten but snow was ’y:ng deep 

• The ground and the ca- alrv rbone could have effected 
• • 

nothing So the Japanese hoc tr> let The Russians off 
without further loss A lew fays later the Russians were 
streaming through >mch‘*n carrying then wounded. 
They were in full cry for the Valu This huh battle m 
which there were «ni:y ai-u.u fifteen casualties on each 
side seems to have <. nV.-vi h-rthe Russians. No more 
sfi.ps were made antfi \Y:it-\v:i* reaebc.: The Japanese 
followed steadily. welcomed everywhere by tile Koreans 
who iiMS lunriicil tne if '<■: <?r.ov between Japanese and 
Russia:: treatment. When the- apTiearcd rwfore Wiju 
rlie Russians iiaii aircaov cr:»e;i tv the otlicr side of the 
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Yalu and Korea was riel of the Cossack, it is to Vwr hoped 
forever. 

It was on March 4-th'thai. Korean soil once more 
ceased to be belligerent territory. We understand that 
the Russians have taken a stand on the other side of the 
.river and will dispute its passage. In fact General 
Kuropatkin is reported to have said that the Russians 
would attempt to surround the Japanese at the Yaiu. 

There is little use in trying to forecast the immediate 
future. General Kuropatkin is an experienced officer and 
when the Japanese come in contact with him there will 
be some sharp work. 


The Burning, of the Palace. 

The night of April 14th witnessed one of the greatest 
conflagrations that Korea has suffered for many years. 
The new Imperial Palace called the Kybng-un was swept 
out of existence in a few short hours. It will he remember¬ 
ed that this was the palace built soon after the Emperor 
took refuge in the Russian Legation in 1S96. Compared 
with the old tine palaces it was small and insignificant 
but even so it v.-.is <x huge collection of buildings, hud¬ 
dled closely togeLher, some purely native in style some 
purely foreign and others still a mixture of the East and 
West. It was about eleven o'clock that the alarm bells 
were rung, thongh the fire is said to have begun some 
thirty minutes sooner. The cause of this fire is not 
definitely known but rumor states that it came from the 
overheating of some newly made flues under the floor ol‘a 
building lately occupied by the Emperor as his private 
apartment, but in order to understand where the fire 
originated the reader is invited to refer to the diagram 
which accompanies this article. This represents only the 
most important buildings in the palace enclosure but be¬ 
tween these and around them were hundreds of kan of 
buildings; so that when the fire once caught it was sure 
to sweep clear through. 
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It was in the building numbered 20 in the diagram 
chat the tire started. This was the apartment of His 
Majesty before the Queen Dowager died. At that time 
he remover! to the building numbered 11, The buildings 
that he had temporarily left were being renovated. Car¬ 
penters, masons and painters had been hard at work 
upon it. It is said that there were many shavings lying 
under the mam and when the workmen built a fierce fire 
in the newly made fireplace some of these shavings, being 
whirled about by the wind caught fire and communicated 
the flames to the shavings under the mam. The newly 
painted wood burned readily and when tile fire was first 
noticed it had already taken a firm hold. It is probable 
that instant and vigorous measures would have prevent¬ 
ed a great conflagration but in a Korean pa Lace ordinary 
rules do not work. In the first place there must be no 
outcry or tumult; in the second place t he gates must all 
be tightly closed and guarded. Then the Emperor must 
lie awakened and informed of the fact that the j>al;«ce is 
on tire. Then and only then can any attempt lx* made 
to stop it. It is quite irregular for any efforts to be 
made in this direction without the express order of the 
Emperor. The result is that if a fire once starts in a 
palace the whole place is practically doomed. History 
shows us that seditious attempts have often been begun 
by starting such a fire, so that the first care must be to 
close the palace gates and give access to no one. 

On this occasion matters were made worse by a high 
wind that was blowing from the northeast and the 
building where the fire started was in the northeastern 
part, of the palace grounds; so tint the flames were 
practically sure to sweep a clean path through the 
palace inclosure diagonally to the southwest corner. 

Not long after the fire was perceived from the outside 
the Japanese fire-bell was rung and the Japanese and 
Chinese firemen hastened to the palace but found all 
the gates last closed and no answer was made to their 
shouts, so they were unable to render anv assistance. 
No noise was heard from the palace enclosure except the 
angry roar of flames anil the crash of falling roofs. 
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There was something sinister about the stillness. Fire 
in the orient is always associated in the mind with 
screaming- crowds and frantic efforts to dam the tide of 
flame, hut here all was silent. Crowds surged around 
the palace on the outside but what of the thousand 
people or more who were within. They might all lie 
burned to death. 

The British Legation guard turned out promptly 
and armed with patent lire extinguishers attempted to 
get in at the hack gate and on the side near the Custom 
House, but they were foiled at every point. They then 
went to Mr. Chalmers* place and secured a hand fire 
engine and dragged it around to the palace in readiness 
to enter if an opportunity should be afforded. 

Meanwhile the fire was rapidly gaining a firmer hold 
upon the closely packed buildings in the palace It leaped 
from the house iu which it started to the adjoining 
buildings to the west, south and southwest, and it was 
not long before it threatened the apartments in which 
the Emperor was anxiously awaiting the issue. Within 
fortv minutes of the time when the fire was discovered 
he hurriedly moved to building numbered 9 on the 
diagram and called to him Prince Yung-chin and Lady 
Om. Of course the Crown Prince was with him all the 
time. This move was made so hurriedly that His 
Majesty is said to have gone out in the garments that he 
wears at night. It soon became evident that the whole 
palace was doomed and that there was no part of it 
sufficiently safe for His Majesty to risk remaining there. 
It was therefore derided to leave the palace and go to the 
Library building which is just west of the American 
Legation. To do this he must go out the small gate on 
the west side of the palace, but when this was reached it 
was found already open. The reason for this was as 
follows: Along the west side of the palace enclosure, 
inside the wall, was a row of buildings used as barracks 
and magazine. The smoke drove straight in that direc¬ 
tion and a shower of bunting cinders was falling. The 
soldiers were drawn up in front of their «;uart< rs and :t 
was plain that unless something was done and done very 
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quickly they would be burned to Heath. They had no 
mind to emulate the example of Casabianea and ao made 
for this west gate to gain egress from their critical posi¬ 
tion. It was closed, barred and locked but with the 
flames behind them they soon had the gate unbarred and 
streamed out. A number of the American .Legation 
guard were there waiting for an opportunity to be of 
service. The Korean soldiers told these men of the am¬ 
munition stored in the threatened buildings and so the 
Americans together with some of the Koreans made a 
dash for the buikling arid soon had the ammunition out¬ 
side the palace where it could do no harm. If this had 
not £K’cn done a very serious explosion might have oc¬ 
curred. It was about this time, approximately 11:30, 
that the Emperor, the Crown Prince, Lady Om, Prince 
Yung-chin and a crowd of eunuchs, officials and palace 
women came hurrying out of the gate to make their 
way to the Library building. 

Soon after this the British Legation guard entered 
this gate, irot their hose-pipe into a large well at the 
northwest comer of the palae enclosure and set to 
work to save the new palace building that is in course 
of construction. They kept a stream of water on the 
scaffolding and succeeded in preventing the fire from 
sprouting in that direction. 

The wind was blowing strongly from the northeast 
and about midnight the fire reached the great Audience 
Hail called the Ckung-wha-ibn or "Middle Harmony 
Hall." The fire went around three sides of Lhisgreat build- 
mgl>t-fore it caught fire. The large amount of ornamental 
work under its double roof made it irurn with one great 
r* >aring tide o Hi a m e. T he sigh t from t lie B ritish Legation 
grounds was truly awe-inspiring. In half an hour the 
enormous pillars which supported the double roof were 
seen to totter and then the whole pile came with a deaf¬ 
ening crash to the ground. Even so the debris stood sixty 
leet high or more and burned as fiercely as ever. This 
building alone represented ari outlay of something like 
half a million dollars. 

Fears were ‘elt for the safety of some of the foreigners’ 
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hpuses to the southwest of the palace. The constant 
steam of sparks and cinders which fell upon and around 
them required careful watching and some of the foreigners 
were busy pouring water upon the most exposed portions 
of tlic buildings. Borne gentlemen mounted the roof of 
the .Methodist Church, which was nearest the fire, and 
kept watch for signs of fire there. 

In the room occupied by His Majesty there was a 
heavy chest containing- a large amount of solid gold and 
silverware of various kinds. As soon as His Majesty 
left the apartment eight soldiers were detailed to bring 
out this chest but their combined strength was in¬ 
adequate to the demand and it had to be left. After tl e 
fire the debris was removed and it was found, of course, 
that the gold and silver had melted and run in all direc¬ 
tions but the bullion was recovered. In an adjoining 
room was another case containing a large number of 
silver spoons and other inplements which had been pre¬ 
sented to His Majesty as souvenirs on many festive 
occasion*. , The cover of this was burned off and the 
contents partially melted hut many of the spoons 
though blackened and twisted still retained some sem¬ 
blance of their original shape. 

It would be ft mistake to suppose that all the build¬ 
ings were burned or that all the occupants of the palace 
buildings had to leave. There were seven or eight build¬ 
ings on the north, northeast and east sides of the 
enclosure that were not burned and many of the palace 
women, clerks and others remained in them until 
morning. 

Many valuable books and documents were burned 
in the cabinet council house numbered in the sketch. 
These books were histories, secret documents, ceremonial 
laws and a large- number of foreign books. In the house 
occupied by His Majesty a large amount of Japanese 
paper money was burned. The furniture of some build¬ 
ings was hastily carried out and piled up in the road or 
passage-way and in some instances this was burned, 
although the building from which it Was taken escaped 
In the buildings surrounding the great Audience Hall 
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were stored the uniforms and instruments of the native 

► 

musicians. These were all destroyed. Many jinrickshas 

that had been prepared for use- in the jubilee celebration, 

that was so many times postponed, were also burned. 

The number of screens, silver utensils, rolls of silk, vases, 

and other valuables is unknown but the aggregate value 

must have been very great indeed. 

The morning al ter the fire inquiries were immediately set 

on foot to discovcrthe parties responsible lor the calamity. 

It was found that the cause was as we have stated 

already; so the men who had charge of the repairs, and 

to whose carelessness the fire was due, were immediately 

• 

arrested and lodged in jail at the Law Department. It 

is said that these men will be banished nominally for a 

• 

term of years but that they will be soon reprieved. The 
matter of the place of the Emperor's residence was taken 
up immediately. The various functions of the House¬ 
hold were temporarily lodged in buildings owned by the 
government in the vicinity of the palace but this could 
not continue 1 ong Rumors were abroad that His Majesty 
would go to the Chang-dok Palace, called "The Old 
Palace" by foreigners. Others said he would lease the 
Russian Legation while others still believed that he would 
stay in the Library building ur;lil sufficient repairs could 
be effected on the site of the burned palace to make it 
habitable. Of these three the last was by far the most 
congenial to Ilis Majesty and inquiries were set on font 
10 find out what such repairs could be effected for. An 
CKtiimitc 1 \v«s mftck' tmit it would rvuuirc V 0.000,000 
to put the whole palace in the condition it was before 
the fire. This, being nearly equivalent to a year’s 
revenue tor the whole country, was of course out 
of the question: but 300.000 dollars were appropriated 
tor temporary- repairs and carpenters anil other work¬ 
men wert- ordered to be in readiness to begin the 
work. Most of the leading officials and the Japanese 
Minister advised that the Court be moved to the 
"Old Palace” but this was very distasteful to His 
Majesty so the matter was not pressed. But as the days 
passed it became more and more evident that this would 
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be the outcome of the mattir for the government treas¬ 
ury can ill-ufford the tremendous strain and, m addition 
to this, the “Old Palace" has lately been renovated and 
putin order so that a very slight expenditure will make 
ii habitable. Strong pressure was again brought to bear 
upon the court and at the present writing. April 2d, it 
has been practically decided that the court will remove 
to that palace. It is by all odds the finest situation in 
the city and much more commensurate with, the dignity 
of an imperial court than the cramped quarters in 
Chong-tlong which are elbowed on every side by foreign 
legations and other foreign properties. Of course it will 
mean that we shall he able to have no more of those 
delightful picnics in the “Old Palace " grounds where one 
can imagine himself for a time transported iar away 
mom the sights and sounds of the city. 

In connection with this lire there is an amusing pro¬ 
phecy said to have lxren unearthed. Some one posted an 
anonymous statement at Chongno, the center of the city, 
saving that such a prophecy had been found and that it 
reads as follows 

fe W W ft * £ * » •» Si: ^ * 3= ft rn bj 

The curious thing about it is that this inscription 
was posted at the beginning of the year. The literal 
translation is as follows: “The pine forest will suffer a 
calamity; at first hide in the tiger's tail; green dragon of 
ancient times; superior will be attached to twenty." This 
means absolutely nothing as it stands but it is one of 
those curious oriental conundrums in which the Korean 
delights. It depends upon a clever juggling with the 
Chinese characters. The first four characters arc said 
to foretell the burning of the palace, as tile thousands of 
po&tfi used in its construction may be called a “forest of 
pines." The -next four characters arc interpreted gener¬ 
ally to refer to the fact that the Emperor took refuge in 
the Library building which, being a sort of annex to the 
palace, may by a stretch of the imagination be called a 
••tail." The use of the word tiger describes the Library 
building more pcriectly, for the tiger is the animal that 
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corresponds to “West" even as rat corresponds to north, 
dragon to east, and bird to south. The third combina¬ 
tion, the green dragon, refers to the present year, for each 
vear of the sixty vear cvcle has its own "animal name” 

• * » to 

and this year, being the ka.p-chin year, mav be also called 
the green dragon year. But the character for dragon 
also means the third moon of the year, for each moon is 
presided over by some animal. Then the last character, 
meaning “ancient" is made up of the characters meaning 

* wen ty-first day. So th? whole of this third line gives 
the exact vear. month and cav in which the idea in the, 
'ast line will be carried onThe day here specified is the 
sixth of May. The enigmatical meaning of the last line 
is "The superior wiil be attached to the double sum" 
now the charnettM ■:/» is nj and it” twn be put together 
ilie two characters for dav fl come together one abo^e 
the other and this is the character /f/atig, which is the 
name of the “Old Palace." So the whole is interpreted 
as follows : In 1004 a disaster will overtake the palace. 
Its inmates will find refuge in a building to the west of 
the palace and on the fifth of May they will remove to 
the “Old Palace." When this poster was discovered in 
the morning by the police it was instantly torn down 
and taken to the Police Headquarters. If the author 
could be found he would suffer capital punishment. But 
many people saw and copied it and it appeared in the 
oath e papers a few days since. To say the very’ least it 
is a curious coincidence. It will be rather interesting to 
noii' whether the last line of the prophecy is fulfilled. If 
the interpretation of the lines is the right one the only 
rational explanation would lx- that the conflagration 
was incendiary iti its origin and that the last line is a 
clever effort to force its own accomplishment by making 
the individuals to which il rvtCrs hesitate not to follow it 
lest worse evils befall. It will be noticed that the fifth of 
May is a lucky day and one on which a moving can be 
accomplished without fear of the spirits taking offence. 
If there is azmiiing in this, it gives us just a glimpse into 
the workings of the oriental mind. 

A? last advices tile plan to rebuild five of the build¬ 
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mgs nas occn cnangcd and txvo only will t>e built. The 
two buildings in Lhe diagram marked with a cross are 
the ones to be rebuilt. 


The Internal Condition of Affairs 
in Korea. 

In such a country as this it is rather difficult to gauge 
the feelings of the people, hut everybody who knows 
anything about them must admit that the whole coun¬ 
try is in a very unsettled mental state. The people do 
not know whether the tide of war will turn and they may 

* k 

b? called upon to entertain a Russian army. They do 

not know just to what extent the Japanese will assume 

the direction of affairs here. They do not know what the 

Home Office will do about the prefects throughout the 

land. They do not know how much or how»little the 

talk of the Tong-haks and other disintegrating factions 

mav amount to. They do not know where the multi- 
• • 

plication of robber bands is going to stop. The outlook 
is not as promising as it might be. Two of the highest 
officials in the so-called reconstructed government are 
having a violent quarrel over .the appointment of the 
country prefects. Each has brought in a list of appoint¬ 
ees and each insists that his list shall lx- adopted. This 
is very suspicious on the face of it, for it looks as if it was 
a clear case of that same partisanship which has been 
the bane of good government in Korea ever since the 

middle of the sixteenth century-. This uncertainty at 

m * 

Seoul is thoroughly understood in the country and in¬ 
creases the feeling of insecurity there. The depredations 
of the bandits, especially in the south, has reached a point 
where steps must soon lie taken to put them down or 
the people will feel that the only way to be secure is to 
become.robbers themselves. One morning not long ago 
«i hand of five armed men entered a town in southern 
Korea aud forced the people to point out all the houses 
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of well-to-uo citizens. They said that a large number of 
beggars were on their way north and would soon be 
passing this town, and the people were wanted to feed 
these tramps or they would suffer for it. The crowd of 
tramps arrived, a veritable Coxcy's Army, and the people 
took them in anil Jed tlie-m. As soon as the eating was 
over these tramps each produced a short sword and 
began loo ling the town. They took away some 30,000 
dollars with them. 

We have received from Dr. W. B. McGill some notes 
on observation? be made recently in Kong-ju, about a 
hundred miles south ol Seoul. He says that about five 
miles Iron) that place there are some fanatics who have 
tormed a Hew religion. Me went out to the place and 
saw their antics. He found that they called their cult 
7 j lit $3 or the Sound. Influence, Dance Doctrine. Th£v 

believe that if they chant the Jive sounds of the ancient 

Chinese gamut, the & Jfj gf and dance with all 

their might. God will be pleased, the Holy Spirit will 

descend :;nri all evil will he token a wav. ' Thev calf 

* - 

God '.heir Father and say that Jesus being lixeil in the 

heavens lorms a cross. They say that Christ will come 

t<i earth again together with Confucius and Mencius, 

and that the time is at hand. They dance so hard that 

» 

the “trees. :iicn arid mountains seem to be leaping in 
unison with them’ and the elements seem to l>e dissolv¬ 
ing. Tile ignorant on-iooker is tempted to join m the 

intoxicating dance. Dr. McGill says that the local 
“Dmvie" approached him and waved over his head some 
paper on v\ uch were written in red certain meaningless 
characters, apparently trying to hypnotize him. We 
fancy he was not a very docile subject. These people in 
the excess ol their frenzy have hemorrhages of the lungs 
ami believe that the o il goes out of them with the hlood 
and that renewed spiritual life comes with the renewed 
flesh. They claim that they and the Christians belong 
to the same family ami Relieve the Same things. They 
read the “Great Learning” and the'’Little Learning” 
ami believe dint their dintrine enmo frrmi Confucius, rmd 
that the scholars have forgotten the true doctrine of 
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Confucius. They allow women <o foliv the docrinc 
equally with men. 

One day he was walking; through the town and he 
saw acrowd of beggar boys huddled around some object. 
He approached and found them seated in a circle about 
a smouldering fire eating a dead dog that they had 
found in the sewer. They had made a little lire, enough 
to burn the hair off and singe the flesh a little. Jt was 
a very sad sight to see the little fellows fight for the 
possession of the only knife in order to cut off a piece of 
the meat. One little fellow had secured the head of the 
dog as his share and looked up at the Doctor and smiled 
and said “1 have the best pari of all." The next day he 
saw five of these boys crowded into a single fireplace at 
the local butcher shop. After the fire is out, ten of these 
bfggar boys crawl in and sleep. Some, of course, go clear 
in out of sight. Several cases brought to him were boys 
who had been hurried by contact with the hot stones on 
the sides of these fireplaces. 

One d«iv he was startled bv his bov who came in to 
sav that four men and one woman had just been hanged. 
The next day he saw three of die bodies hanging from a 
willow tree just outside the town. There were two 
other broken ropes showing where the others had been 
hung. The woman and a boy had been cu: down during 
the night. It was said the woman was a murderess. She 
had fed her husband lamprey eels in his rice and so 
poisoned him. When lie was dead she tore his face off so 
that he could not be recognized. The Doctor says— 

*‘I went to the prison and talked through a hole in 
the door with those inside. &ome were thieves and 
others murderers. There were thirty-seven in all. One ol 
them seemed to show some signs of contrition. lie said 
that he and ihree others got into a fight or. the way 
home from a funeral and one of them was killed. They 
were all drunk at the time. Most of these thirty-seven 
were hanged within a week. I knew ol some lorcy-nve 
who were hanged within a month. From a distance 1 
witnessed nine of them being hung to a single branch, so 
close to each other that their faces touched. They had 
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their ha mis tied behind them with straw rope and they 
walked to the tree with the constable holding them by 
the arm. and put their heads in the noose without any 
attempt at resistance. They seemed to die without the 
least Struggle. One of the prisoners was sent up the tree 
to tie the straw ropes. The man to he hanged was held 
up off the ground a foot or so while the rope was being 
tied ro the limb and then he was dropped and slowly 
strangled. The first victim was so heavy that the 
straw rope broke three times, and he looked up and curs- 
t ed the man in the tree lor not tying the rope properly, 
heath usually loll owed sn three or four minutes. Two 
little buys stnoli near me crying. I asked them what the 
matter was and thev said. "That is our father.’’ Two 
*ii' three duy& later these bodies were taken down. Some 
were thrown into the ditch and some were half buried, si) 
that a hand, a loot or u top-knot showed above the sur¬ 
face. The dogs bad been helping themselves. In that 
same place there were many skulls and other portions of 
the human skeleton. It was said that a few years ago a 
large number of tong ha ks were placed* in a group and <i 
huge fire built around them. 1 went to the prison again 
and tins time gained admission. There were thirteen 
in mates, three of whom were in the stocks. The keeper’s 
house was in front of the outer door of the prison and a 
meaner face 1 ilo not care to sec. As 1 was going home 
after witnessing the hanging described above, 2 met an 
«>li; woman with a grass-hook or sickle in her hand and I 
asked her where she was going. She said she was going 
to cut down her son who had been hanged. I also met 
another old woman and two younger ones with some 
children going for the same purpose. The ajwn told me 
that there were about forty more to be hanged soon. 
Mv servant \vu8 going along the road at dusk and near¬ 
ed a village. There were nine policemen just behind him. 
The door of an inn opened and the first of the policemen 
fell pierced by a shot. The other policemen scattered in 
all directions. Three thieves had stopped there to eat 
juu! did not propose to he disturbed. 

"It isn’t safe to accuse the wrong man in this country, 
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though. Once a mail was brought to my dispensary 
with both eyes hanging clown on his checks. lie hail lain 
hands on the wrong man for the thief, and as a penalty 
had his eyes gouged out.” 

"Ohyes. he lived.” 

It is no pleasure to record these horrors, hut they 
give us iust a glimpse at native life in Korea. The 
cruelty, the brutality, the cheapness of human life are 
appalling, and such things occur not in Kong-ju only but 
all over the country. 

We aresorrv to note that native Protestant Chris- 
tians in the south near Mokpo are suffering severe per¬ 
secutions at the hands of the populace. Dr. Owen writes 
under date of April 4th that he has brought the matter 
twice to the attention of the governor who seems to Lc 
prejudiced and unwilling to investigate but later he put 
the matter into the hands of the Kamtti of Mokpo who 
immediately took active steps to have the ringleaders ar¬ 
rested. T wo of the native Christians had been imprison¬ 
ed, several beaten, and others had been robbed of their 
books, kwang-ju and Na-ju are said to be hot-beds of 
the ionghaks and puhaks. A later notice says that the 
police sent by the Kamni secured four out of she of^he 
ringleaders of the persecution and were bringing them to 
Mokpo. But after the police had started on their return 
trip a company of ruffians came and seized some fifty 
men, women and children connected with the Christian 
work. It is not known vet what, was done to them, but 
the Kamni immediately Telegraphed the governor and the 
Foreign Minister in Seoul and sent a man post haste to 
the governor to secure the release of these people. The 
man mainly responsible for the trouble is wealthy and 
this may be the reason why justice is so slow. 

It looks as if the unsettled state of things in Seoul 
was being reflected in the actions of the people in the 
country. This delicate barometric relation between the 
politics of Seoul and the action* of the country people is 
one of those things which no one not native born will 
ever get to understand. These poor deluded people suf¬ 
fering under ail incubus of ignorance, of poverty, of Impc- 
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Icssiiess are a heart-breaking spectacle. The time must 

eiuile when th:$ government will sec that education is 

more litressnrv than an arrnv. 

• — 

Both in the north ami south, the tong hah are much in 

evidence. The country about Pveng-yang swarms with 

tlu tii. They arc pratically nothing but organized roblx-rs 

out tiie name thev have assumed invests them with a 

* 

sort of dignity in the eyes of the Koreans. It is an at¬ 
tempt to veil sedition under a religious name. In the 
south also the country is rife with the same sort of thing. 
It is all based on the desire to get something for nothing. 
Many of the gentry have turned robbers. The reason for 
this as given by competent Korean witnesses is that a 
great change has itecn effected in the attitude of the com¬ 
mon jic(»]jlv towanl the gentry. In former times the gen¬ 
try were a genninelv superior class whose education and 
manners com rn a ml c.. and received respect. They were 
respected by the common people and found no difficulty 
in mfuisitioning whatever of the necessities and luxuries 
of life they might want: but all tins is changed now be¬ 
cause of a double movement in society. The upper class 
have ceased studying and have dropped to a point but 
little above the common |>eople while the latter have 
slowly but surely had their eyes opened to facts of which 
they were Ix-forc ignorant. They now despise the yau$- 
/><?» who while preserving all his former pride has lost his 
tonuer claim to consideration. < >nee he had only to sug¬ 
gest wiiat In- wanted ami it was forthcoming; now when 
he demands it the- jieople s-eize and best him or else pass 
bv with a disdainful smile. The power of the yangban is 
gone, Some will regret the passing of this old time social 
condition but there can be no doubt whatever that it is a 
distinct advance in genuine civilization. 


Editorial Comment. 

We have heard a great deal of late years about the 
deteriorating effect of yellow journalism. The aim seems 
to be to provide something startling even if not true. 
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The appetite ^rows with whal it feeds on and the decree 
of "bairbreadthness” must be constantly increased or the 
pampered appetite of the public will reject it. All this we 
have had dinned into our ears but we had fondly thought 
the Editor of the Kobe. Cbtvnide whs proof against such 
things. We described a journey of some missionaries 
through a section of the belligerent country in northern 
Korea and stated that one cold night when the little 
party, consisting of one foreign gentleman and three 
ladies with a few coolies, came to a mountain village and 
applied at the local inn for lodgings they fonnd it was a 
tovghak village, and it was well known that the longhak* 
had lately vowed to massacre the foreigners and clear the 
land of them. The little party was refused lodgings and 
ordered to leave the town on pain of death. In spite of 
fatigue and cold they were compelled to push on through 
the night over a snowy road to a distant village. This 
is what we said, but the Editor of the Kobe On wide can 
see nothing exciting about it. He does not understand 
why we call it an exciting trip. lie says that in a really 
exciting trip he would have expected to bear of various 
dangerous experiences, but that this one was very tame. 
Who would have thought that the “yellow” fever would 
have claimed our worthy contemporary as its victim r 
The following is doubtless the sort of thing he would 
look for in a genuinely exciting trip: 

It «.as a wintry night anil all the world had gone to sleep it that 
lone wildernei*. except a little band or Americans who wound tlicir way 
over the liille and through the darksome forests, for friin home and 
surrounded l»v unknown dangers. The cold, unpit yin^r stars looker, 
down upon :uem iron; above ami the la lies glanced repeatedly from 
side in side ever on the luokout for lurking danger. Tk< footsore ku: 
courageous coolies trudged stolidly along and in front strode the only 
loreign gentleman in tin party, his alert bearing ami sel ;»« proclaim¬ 
ing his I’.eterminacion t« »ui through or »lie xi his poet. 

Hoik ! what was that? 

Tb* party came to a sudden boll: the ladies' race? blanched, the 
coolies aiutlered incantBtions against the spirits oi the tiir. The leader 
Stood in a ter.se, listening attitude with hi< finger on the trigger. 

Again the ominous sound 1 

It was ‘.be barirttg of a dpg m a village year by . Their approach 
bad been detects', and bow there was nothin" to do but push forw ard 
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ami brave the imminent peril. The leader drew his bell tighter, set 
bis jaw a little more firmly, glanced lark at the ladies, laid hid finger 
on bis lip in sign of cantion and then they silently struggled forward in 
the gloom of night. What might they not be approaching? Was it 
safety or was it death ' 

They cnn»* to the outskirts oF the village. There it lay.bathed in 
the moonlight, but not a soul was visible. Only the ominous bowling 
of the dog broke the starry stillness of the uigbt- The hardy leader 
put on a hold front though fear bad laid its icy fingers on his heart. He 
appjpaclied a dwr and gave it * sounding blow with the butt of his 
revolver and at the same time called out with masterful voice. 

“Chu-in-ah!" 

‘[“here was in Ins tone the masterfulness of the West but the house 
rang hollow to bis touch. A;am be struck louder than before and' 
again the same wierd cry came from his throat. 

It was all iu vain! 

An impatient coolie muttered, “Break it down," bnt this was 
beneath the dijaitv of our hero. At last by din; of stounng and 
pounding the inmates of the place were awakened, but no sooner 
bad they seen that the party was composed of foreigners thin they 
raiser, a wild cry which instautli moused the entire hamlet. Men came 
ponring forth from every house, each with 0 weapon in bis hand. The 
leader of the partv felt the crucial moment had cotue. He stood 
boldly forth as daring them to attack him Fierce, blood-shot faces 
were pressed clcse to bis own. eyes that betokened murder glared upon 
him from every side. One of the hlood-tbir&ty crew raised a great 
bludgeon above his head and with a wild yell was about to. 

But we draw the veil over the harrowing scene 
without even so much as a “Continued in our next" to 
cheer our able contemporary. We would be pleased to 
learn whether this style would make the trip real])' 
exciting to him or whether it would be necessary to have 
the ladies dragged about hy the hair and the hero beaten 
“to a pulp" in order to raise the responsive thrill in his 
breast. If he will let us know what degree of yellowness 
is necessary perhaps we might manage to evolve some¬ 
thing that would be more exciting than a* plain state¬ 
ment like the one we gave in our lust issue. 


The Vanguard. 

The Vanguard, by Key. j.\s. S Gale. Fleming H. Co.. 
Chicago. Publishers. 8vo. pp. 320; $1.50. Illustrated. 
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We have lately received a copy of this book and have 
examined it carefully. The author has adopted a most 
novel and interesting method of depicting the life and 
experiences of the modern missionary. It is a distinctly 
new departure though “The Bishop’s Conversion 11 and 
one or two other books may be said to border on the 
same field. Mr. Gale has brought to this work all the 
necessary qualifications for a successful book. In the 
first place he knows Korea and the Korean mind as 
intimately as they* can well be known by n foreigner. 
The experiences and incidents he relates are at least the 
counterpart of those which have mme under his own 
observation. The characters are drawn in some sense 
from actual life though it cannot, be said that there is 
anything "personal” about the actors in the story, it is 
inevitable that shrewd guesses will be made, but these 
guesses may or may not be true: and many case the 
characters are all handled with a kindliness of manner 
and a charitableness of touch which would disarm criti¬ 
cism. And last but not least the author has brought to 
this work a fascinating style which makes the book well 
worth reading simply for its diction. AH these things 
together make it quite certain, even before we open the 
book, that it will be good reading, but we must add to 
this the fact that there is, underlying it, a. deep purpose. 
It was not thrown off as a mere literary pastime. It is a 
serious and successful attempt to lay open the inner life 
of the missionary. There is no attempt to minimize the 
difficulties of the work nor the human limitations of the 
missionary'. His faults and failures are frankly granted 
and yet the story is instinct with the spirit which makes 
possible the accomplishment of mighty things even by 
the use of such imperfect instruments. No one can write 
a successful book about an individual or a system unless 

he has appreciation and sympathy. These two qualities 
shine out from every page of this book. As to the style, 
the word that best describes it is suggestivencss, the 
subtle power that tells more in a simple word, perhaps, 
than most people can tell in a whole sentence. 

Another thing we like about the book is that there is 
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no attempt to conceal its real motive and purpose. On 
every pa#c you read between the lines these words 

/.' a/I you yt t uni •'/ this u an interesting story, !o while away 
an idle hour . it is a failure. 

There is no room in the world to-day for any apol- 
osnes lot’ Christianity. In the parlance of ordinary busi¬ 
ness, it is a “going; concern." and the author places this 
book before the general public as confidently as you 
would place before it the annual statement of airv other 
business that is paying a handsome interest on the 
investment. We arc simply asked to take a look at the 
inner hie of .'i successful missionary enterprise. It is an 
array of facts, more conclusive than statistics. 

We do not propose to spoil it for the reader by giving 
an outline of the story but wc ciin only say that the man 
or worn an who fails to read it will miss the best thing 
that has vet appeared on Korea. 


News Calendar. 


Oil :lir 7th inst. the soldiers of the British Legation gimnl gave a 

rotin-ri .1*. the Barracks 02) the Legation Compound. It took tbe form 

<•: .i .arcwell entertainment in Ik nw o: J>r and Mrs. Baldnek wli© 

▼ 

were ;t’:>nut tu have Kuieu perm ante; IJy. The concert was a distinct 
success :n ill respects. The ruoin was amply large lor the acdience. 
The stage was very gracefully draped with the Orilifch Japanese and 
American flags. The sor.u.s were repeatedly encored am) the choruses 
%ere rendered *0 line shape The singers were fortunate in haring 
«iu;h sir. e.xecptionalh line aceunipanyist in tbeper*:>oot Mr Pergu*on 
who was as nvjch at home un the piano st:>ol as Private Cursou* 
claimed lu he home on h»»rse* hack* Private Ixslubery gave tree 

rein to his ex optional genius dt comedv and kepi the house going 
i>i>tu one convulsion of laughter into another. During the in ter mission 
the men presented Dr. and Mrs- Unblock with a large framed photo¬ 
graph o: cite guard ar.d officers. and accompanied U with some very 
appreciative u«rds which the recipients will value even more highly 
than the memento. 

On the evening of the :cmri inst the members ot the American art A 
British legation Guards gave o concert for the benefit of the local 
V \f C A By the kindness k»i Dr. Brown they were given the use nf 
i r.nc hall m ui>e of the B;jiid*eg* just inside the Little West 

Gate. The soldiers were assisted un the program by some ul the civili* 
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01,5 Seoul l " ,t C1>it 01 th « program was very successfully filled bj the 
6o!<l>crs themselves. It was divided iuto three parts, the first and third 
o: winch were general and the second a Minstrel performance in which 
the end men did themselves proud. The singing waj a distinct success 
throughout ar.d ma.v of the choruses were specially fine. We under 
stiuid that the net proceeds were upwards of Yen 150. Special thanks 
urr dne to :be British Marines who worked so assiduously and success¬ 
fully on the decorations, and to Mr. Gillen. 00 whom the responsibility 
lot the whole affair rested. The lmli was well filled and the frequent 
encores showed that the performance was enjoyed to the full 

A good deal of news was crowded out of our March number b> Hi* 
press of Other matter but w* .'bull tr> ■ to inclede it -In the present im„. 
be: by the issue ot supplementary pages. 

On March lOCtla new Japanese daily newspaper was established in 
Che mid po under ihe name ot the Tta-kan Il-t>e meaning The Korean 
,J “ ! -V Keco,d - ,t k 0 hJt| e larger than the other dailies ir. Korea. It 
purports to be published in the interests of the Korean government 
ami people. His Majesty, the Emperor, war. pleased to donate Yen 
1 ,coo a$ c present tv the new venture. 

Cho ilin-beui the Minister to Japc.u arrived at Tokvoon March 
x rtta. 

About seven men who have been long imprisoned or. account of 
their connection with the sometime Independence Club were finally 
released on March I2th. Vi Seung-man was not among those released. 

On March 24, the birthday o: Lhe Prince Imperial, there were 110 
special festivities because the court was in mourning tor the (jueen 
Dowager. 

On March 2.1th the Emperor seat b presen: to the Japanese sol- 
dieis. consisting ot twenty bottle* o: ebampaguc. fifty boxes of rigors, 
fifty boxes of cigarettes, thirty bottles of sake, fifty bullocks. 3.1. 
ho\es o: Japanese cigars : and to the naval met he sent 30.000 
cigarettes. 

Oce of the Japanese native dailies in Seoul published a statement 
ftbeat the 23rd ult. praising some Korean students in Japan who bad 
been charged by their own government with sedition. The Cht o-y K 
copied the statement with the result that Chung Chi-vQu the editor 
of the Whang-Sung was arrester, by mistake. When he challenged hi; 
captors to show where he had published it they were unable to do sc. 
so l:e was liberated cud the editor of the Cke-guk. Yi Cbuug-il, was 
arrested. He Said he hail not originated the article in question but had 
only copied i;. hut he was told that this was itself a seditious act and he 
was lodged in prison Mhere he still ieim,;:i>, and with no immediate 
prospect of release. 

While Marquis- I to 'was in Seoul lie hail the honor of sitting at the 
table with Kis Majesty at 11 dinner or March 25th. 

I Keui-wiin a teacher in the German I.ar.iruaga School. ho- been 
appointed to succeed Hoag Hyun-sik the secretary who cosnmiue.J 
suicide at Reiliu. 
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" He Japanese in constructing the Seoul Eusan Rtiilwuy are said lo 
have struck a rich deposit 01 copper about :7c :i from E'usan. A little 
further on they came across a. firr vein or coal 

Vi OtovorjJ was appointed special envoy to Japan to return the 
the visit marl; by Marquis iu, lie left Chemulpo on the ijtb and 
airived in Tok<» or. April 33rd. 

rile Korean Empeiur conferred tile liighej-l decoiutiun in l»is gift 
upon I'riiue 2;emy of Germany* oil Mutch noth. 

The American Minister ineived from the F.mperor the first claw 
ilcfi>mu.<11 of the Tai-geuk on Match ;nth. Mr. H;i\aslu also received 
the same decoration and many i.tluo Japanese received decorationsof 
various jinnies 

On March u( th twenty Koicans r'.tjiartfd for the Hawaiian Islands 
t<: engage *.ti work. 

oLecial efforts are Imliljf made to check the use of opium by Koreans. 
Si 'lie of the Jieopie Who smoke opium have been punished by tying to 
llien 5-axtks the opium pipes ami n.u?C;lir.g thetn about the streets to f>e 
jeeied at 1>\ :l:e people Gambling. too, is being punished. E'en the 
sou *‘f flan Kvii-gu!. lately Munster of Law. was recently given twenty 
Id'.ws hr gambling. 

The Law Olfice rerentlv sent otlt a notice that tint* Korean either 

• • 

oilicud or privatr who joins with any foreigner uud docs anything 
derogatory to the dignity of the govu 1 title;:t will be punished. This 
refers to recent inniigcuietils in which private parliec all empt to put 
tluough various schemes by which the government is compromised 
'\’e need not t*« into particulars. I‘finish ment wiil follow even though 
the effort l»r 11 nsucres.-.ful. Some specific forms of this offeree are 
specified fn Going to any foreign legation and asking them to 
letidri aid to the Korean Government. 121 Disclosing any Govern* 
mem secret to ar.v foreigner. 13: Asking the load oi soldiers or money 
from any roreiyr ci.urce : •‘r oflering any kind of mining, timber or 
railr«Mtd concession to any foreigner. . Making any contract with a 
foreign firm for war vessels 01 material ur uoy uiuehiiiery ; or making 
any arrangement or promise of a position as adviser or assistant in any 

depurliilCul of the go*ci 11 u.cnl. ■ytleiii|ilirig to rc-uic ofTiCC be¬ 

cause of services rendered jv go-between for any foreigner aud a Ko* 
r?:nn official, (ft; Starting absurd rumr<rs that terd to unsettle the puls 
lie *1111111. f 7 j Selling or in any way ftlienatin g any Unri to a foreign¬ 
er. outside the treaty ports iii) Recoining naturalized in any foreign* 
country without the consent of the Korean government. 

A special C0U;t lot bcou. has Iwcr. e.-tablished separate iron. the 
Supreme court. !l has live:! hoc>ed in Lit- >u.]ai:'g> tiseO by the farmer 
Surveying bureau. which has beer, attached to the Finance Depart¬ 
ment. 

Vi Han >«iiig 1 signed the War poripi/.ic and Hyfcti Vung-uu wap 
appointed on Much list, lie was the inuu who acted as confidential 
tm erpren-.r between Marquis I to and the Korean Emperor. 

Tbe prefect of Ch'Lng-iu iiPidected his busmens a:id spent a good 

nldri-f- w GOOgle 


•Jrig r,; I from 

THE OHIO STATE UNiVEP.SITf 



NEWS CALENDAR. 


175 

deal of his time praying to the great rock Buddha at Ung-jiu. Jx> the 
governor of the province locked up tlie prefect's house and reliever, him 
of his position. 

Sin Ta-hyu, the Chief of Police had begun a vigorous campaign 
against certain evils in the social life of Korea. He has posted in cn>- 
spicuoot places the list of fair proposed changes and niaimacdp liie 
people to observe the new regulations. Matty of these an really im¬ 
portant and strike at genuine evils. Some of them are as follows: 

(i) Ordinary notes of land, payable a: sight shall uot l>e considered 
negotiable hut must be cashed immediately. 12j Any man who comes up 
to Seon) and tries to btlv office or anyone who helps him will he 
severely handled; (31 Any one who obtains a loan on false pretenses will 
be punished, {4) It is forbidden for any policeman t- use his office as a 
means ior extorting money. (5) Children shall not go a ln>ct the streets 
soliciting money. (The government has undertaken to Jeed them); 
( 6 ) Servants of officials shall not be allowed to take what they wish 
from shops or stalls without payment. 

On April 3th you Japanese troops arrived in Seoul and on the same 
day eighty-six who were ou the sick list returned to Japan. 

About the beginning of the month many counterfeit note* of the 
Japbnese Bank were issued. The V. 3 denomination were to well mode 
as almost to defy detection. Two Japanese were arrested ana imprison¬ 
ed for a term of two years for this offence.. 

Early iu April a number of specif taxes and imports were remitted 
namely those on fire-wood, charcoal, toliaceo, aud on river boats. 
There were also many lesser ones. 

The Dai Ichi Giako bank notes have now reached a circulation of 
some Y 1.300,toe. 

S* Chaug-Buu the Governor of South Llaui-gyimg arrested i»o 
Tongbak leaders and had them shot. 

The foreigners in Kuusan desire to express, through the columns of 
ot this Review, thttr thunks for the generous manner in which the 
friends in Seoul responded to their request ior garden seeds. Unlike 
us in the Capital they arc wholly dependent un their o*'ii gardens for 
vegetables and when the steamship companies refused to bring freight 
from ban Fracisco the loss of garden seeds was a serious inconvenience. 

It is reported that the Japanese are building temporary barracks in 
Cb-lng-jn, Utt-Stm. Kwak san. SBn-cb'lra and Y&Bg-bvun. It uot very 
treditable to the Koreans that the prefect of each of these places is at¬ 
tending to “important business" in Seoul. Tlie Governor aud the 
people are sending urgent -eqoests that the prefects be sect down. 

The native papers state that advices from the island of Ko-jc at 
Masampo indicate that the Japanese are actively engaged jn fortifying 
the place, building barracks and erecting batteries. 

The native papers say that a French cili'/en who made a secret 
xcith tbe Government wip^rirstenc hniMit^ opera- 

bad foiled tor siMtie months to receive his fAlarv. He went to 
the private residence of Min Pvtiug-suk the Minister of the livUMfliold 
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and found that he bad gone to the country. He therefore declared that 
asliis salary was rot forthemrini' iie would seize the house and hold il as 
stittir.ty. The Fuscijiii Ollier <:..■■!• I'.cmicKteu with (lie French authiriliwi 
olijeottng I'.I this meth.id ol procedure and said liial while the Sulary 
would be paid. Ibe j'overjmnr.t w.>uld expert the gentleman 1:1 question 
li be dealt with somewhat strenuously hy the French authorities. 

On the ir.vd inst. about seventy of the American Legation Guard 
were withdrawn front oe<ml and mailed for .Manila. Forty men volun¬ 
teered to remain here hut as only twenty-eight were needed they could 
ni't all stay, This would indicate that Seoul bas not proved aD alto¬ 
gether -jr.pleasar.t berth- Many of them expressed themselves as 
higiU' pleased at the bosp: table way ir< which they bad bee it treated 
h> the American residents ol Seoul. 

A great monastery in M'-rvang near Fusan lias been destroyed hy 
fire. It is said had several hundred iumules. 

Ooi Chang Tal-henn stationed at Puk-chTmg in the northeast 
mr<r S!iu^-)in has been charged hy the Jap*n*se with sympathizing 
with -.lie Russians and working against the inteiesU- of japan and they 
'Ugi'csted that his services he dispensed with. The government im¬ 
mediately complied with tins rec jcst. 

When it was r.ec.rird to send tlio Fycng-yang regiment north Col. 
Kirn Win gyc to’d The soldiers that thi>se who wished to go rnigfct go 
slid those who did not care to go might stay in Seoul So out of a 
thousand men Coo elected to go. It is a curious method to adopt in 
time of w«r and the Colonel has been subjected to severe criticism, 
boldiers are supposed to obey order.- during the term of enlistment and 
to allow them to choost whether they will go or stay seems to be a 
•■e:i'n:s bream «»: discipline. 

The laying o| the Se.onl-Wij'.i Railway is proceeding apace Notices 
Ironi Ser.c-dr. indicate thot w e shell sfioc he able to go 10 that city- by 
rail. 


About the Vanning of Apnl one of the Japanese soldiers had a 
«;u*rre) with a Korean merchant in SvheiiMg and the latter was kdlcd 
The Japanese autaorities promptly nr*e<ted the so'dier and sent him 
bark to Chemulpo to be sent hRck in Js-.pan for punishment. 

The /'tv Korean troops who were son: *t: the northeast‘hoeght bet¬ 
ter ct the prepo-itior. before they reached ’.Verson and abon* n third of f 
tiii-tn dc.-.erted -:r. the why. Thit : i not cir.rpristtsf; when we remember 

lbey wcio pjvrr. the optic-r wJjc 4 ::er tv go Or nr.t. 

We regret ;o iearn that on thr^ ,'th tti-t. a part of tlie buildings tie- 
Jorgsttg tc r*:w:;se:id ic Co . Chi-rnulpt-. were destroyed by fire. 

The prospect of an exciring tennis contest between Seoul and 
Chemulpo this sensor, has beet: ■omewbal lessened by the departure 
ir<. :u Seoul «•/ Or. -luldocl: an.! From Chemulpo of Mr Wallace and Mr, 
C-ii/.i.tin. “he io.taiiiiiig the iac.|-.v-‘. pull themselves 

tv^vlhc.; - ••n«i pi jvtlCe- -.11 Ihc L.ioki i.L> mukc -y loi Lutse serious loss'' 
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These troops came, it can hardly be doubted, at the request 
of the conservative party. These troops encamped aJl about 
the capital, some at Pd-o-gfi onlside the West Gate and some 
at the Ha-do-gam just inside the East Gate. 

Some of the soldiers who had been most active in creat¬ 
ing the disturbance lived at Uang-sim-yi three miles outside 
the East Gate, The Chinese trade it their hist work to seize 
these men by night.. Ten of them tvere court-martialed and 
were torn to pieces by bullocks. 

The Chinese general O jaag-gyung was told that the cx- 
Regent was at the bottom o: Cue ciucute. and lie scul a letter 
informing the Emperor of this fact. The latter ordered him 
to seize the person of the offending partj' aud bring him to 
China. The Chinese genera) thereupon visited the palace 
where the Prince Tai-uun was in full control and invited him 
to visit Vong-snn on the rivr-T. where lie ssid there was some¬ 
thing important for him to see. Having once gotten him on 
board a Chinese boat there, under pretext of showing him 
over it, the anchor was quickly raised and the baffled Prince 
found himself ou his way to China. When he arrived at 
Tientsin he was refused audience with L.i Hung chaug but 
was banished by imperial decree to a place not far from 
Tie-ntsin, where he was well cared for until his return to 
Korea three years later. 

After this deus ex machine had spirited the ex-Regent 
away, an official. So Sang-jo, memorialized the throue stating 
that the Queen was still alive and ought to be brought back 
4.0 the .capital. It is said that Vi Vung-ik covered the space 
between the capital auc her place of hiding, sixty-thrcc 
miles, iu a single day, carrying the message of recall. A 
large retinue of officials and soidiers were sent southward 
and brought the Queen back to beoul where she arrived or. 
the first day or the eighth moon. The people immediately 
doffed their mourning garh. 

Toward the close of 1SS2 a Foreign Office was established 
iu the capital aud Kira Yun-sik was made Minister of Foreign 
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Affairs. lie invited P. G, von Molleudorf, a member of the 
customs staff of China, to act as adviser, aud ibe Chioe.se 
generals Wang Sfik-eVang and Ma Kun-sang were made at¬ 
taches of the tieiv department. 

The year 1SS3 witnessed more advance in Korea than 
any year before or since. In May Gen Foote, the first United 
States. Minister, arrived ar:d ou the. nineteenth of that month 
the treaty which hud been drawn up at Chemulpo between 
Commodore Shufcldt and the Korean Commissioners was rati¬ 
fied. After this was done Geti. Foote left Korea to make 
preparations for the establishment of a legation in Seoul. 

Kirn Ok-kyun. one of the leading members of the pro¬ 
gressive party was made ''Whale Catching Commissioner” 
and departed for Japan to fit out an expedition to carry on 
this lucrative government monopoly along the Korean coast 
He was selected for this work because of his intimate ac¬ 
quaintance with the Japanese. It was a move looking to¬ 
ward the development of Korea's resources and was there 
tore in direct line with the wishes and plans of the progres 
biouiattf. At about the saute time a powder-mill was built out 

side the Northwest Gate, and a foreign mint was erected in 
side the I.ittle West Gate. This was done with the aid o 
Japanese experts at a great and, as it proved, useless ex¬ 
pense to the gorerument. An office was founded for the 
printing and dissemination of useful literature on the subjects 
of agriculture, forestry. c tock-raising and the like. The 
ports of Chemulpo and Wiin sao were opened to foreign trade 
according to ifce stipulation of the Japanese and American 
treaties. In contrast to the progressive moves we find that 
eight into who were suspected of complicacy with the ex- 
Kvgcnt in tlie c:ae::te of the preceding year were executed by 
poison. Of Like character was the building of the Kwai^- 
wang temple, devoted to the iuterests of sorceresses aud 
exorcists who enjoyed the patrouage oi the Queen. 

In the srnsnur of 1^0-3 Min Yfing-ik was made soectal 
envoy to the United States. His second was Hoag Yung- 
s.iV. Among his suite were S-u Kwang-bom, Pak Un aud 
others, ali of whom were members o: the progressive party 
or at least well affected toward it Thi? same summer the 
king founded the American Farm ;oujc leu miles east uf 
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Seoul and stocked it with foreign Feeds and cuttic, with the 
idea of providing Korean farmers with s sort A object-lesson 
in terming, and to provide seeds for distribution among iiic 
people The United States Department of .1griculture sent 
a large stock of see<te by the hand of the special embassy of 
which Min Yaug-ik formed the head. 

Late in the autumn 'the German representative arrived 
and coucluded a treaty on behalf of his government. A 
mouth later a treaty was ratified with G:«at Britain and a 
Consulate General was founded in Seoul. 

With the opening of 1SS4. the state of affairs in the pen¬ 
insula was something as follows. The progressive and con¬ 
servative element!: in the government were clearly different¬ 
iated. The innovations effected by the progressives had 
raised in them the hope of being able to speedily reorganize 
the government on a foreign basis, and the degree of their 
mi cces»*marked the increasing suspicion and oppositov. of the 
conservative element. The latter were strengthened in 
their position by the presence auc active support of the 
Chinese generals und troovs, and the infiuauce of the foreign 
adviser von Mollendorf was always on the sidr of Chinese in - 
tertSTS. The ex-Regent was for the time bring out o! the 
war and a great stumbling block to the Min tuclim: was :hi-.s 
removed. The king and queen were both favorably inclined 
toward a progressive policy but the latter was gradual A bv- 
ing drawn back into line with the conservative element of 
which the Min family was the leading representative. Min 
Vung-ik was still true to his belter instincts and was an 
ardent supporter of the progressionist views but his u-turn 
Iron America was the sign for a vigorous attack upon his en¬ 
lightened views by the members of bis family and he was be¬ 
ing rapidly alienated from the party whose interests he had 
tentatively espoused. It was not, however, till later i:i the 
year that he broke away entirely from the progressive jo'how- 
ing. 

The spriDg of 1S84 saw tbe arrival of Kusigr. Geo. C. 
Foulk as naval attache of tbe American Legation. H= rapid¬ 
ly became acquainted with the leading officials and it was 
through hi* advice and aid that several reformatory measures 
were promulgated. lu the sixth moon the influence of tr.e 
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progressive party secured the position of Mayor of Seoul for 
I’.ik VOng-hyo, cue of the most ardcut of the reform party, 
and he immediately set to work at sanitary reforms and 
municipal improvements. It- began by tearing down houses 
that had encroached upon the main road between the East and 
the West Gates. He had not proceeded far in this good work 
before hr was blocked by the influence of the opposing faction. 
His next move was :n the direction oi dress reform and he 
succeed ;n putting through a law prohibiting the use of the 
long sk-eves, long hat-strings and long girdle strings. In 
• nesc cllorts he was seconded to a certain extent by Min- 
VuDg-ik, but at tlit' point terminates the lattei‘s active in¬ 
terest in reforms, and from nhout this thue the progressive 
lenders began to lo-k upon him as a traitor to their cause. 
Here again personal interest came to injure a cause which, 
while good in itself, was discredited by the means used to ef¬ 
fect its end. One sign of advance was the establishulfcut of a 
school for the training of interpreters in English, under the 
charge oi a competent foreign instructor. 

In liic autumn of this year itii.j twelve of the young 
men who had been sent to Japan to study military tactics re¬ 
turned to Seoul,amongthetu bciug Cba pil. known it» later 
years as Dr. Philip Jaisobn, who though still a youth of about 
twenty years began to take au active part in the plans of the 
irtierai or progressive party. lly tins time Min ViSug-ik had 
practically taken his stand with the conservatives, and this 
leaded in no small measure to draw away from the progres¬ 
sives the sympathy and support of the queen. It was becom¬ 
ing evident that the hopes of the liberals were to be dashed 
to the ground. Yuan, the Chinese commissioner, was staying 
at the barracks in front of the palace nnc was active in the 
•.merest* of his own government, which meant that be urged 
on the conservative party :u their opposliou to reforms. It 
can hardly be wondered at then th.-.t the progressives lcoked 
more and more to the Japauese from whom they had imbibed 
their ideas of progress. Japan had recognized the independence 
of Korea and this naturally carried with it a desire to see Korea 
progress along the same line,' that had raised Japan out of the 
rut oi centuries tu tbe more satisfactory plane of enlightened 
government. 
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How to stem the tide that had set so strongly :>gai 
them was a difficult problem for the progressionist leaders to 
solve. From time immemorial the meihod of effecting changes 
i:‘- the Korea government hail been to make an uprising, 
secure thr person of the king nnd banish or exente the lead¬ 
ers of 1 he opposition. It must be remembered ihat at that 
tunc, so far as the mass of the people \va* concerned, the pro 
gressive party had little or no backing. On the other hand 
the conservatives had the ear of the king and vere hacked by 
a Chinese army. Tt was evidently necessary to secure mili¬ 
tary backing and for this Japan alor.e was available But it 
was manifesto* impossible for Japan to come in and attempt 
to ef ect the change. It must be at the request of the Korean 
government, or at least of the king. It seemed that the only 
thin? to dowa.ito hastu: a crisis, obtain possession of the 
person of the king and then see to it that Japan be un ited to 
loan troops to preserve the new status. 

Instead of waiting patiently and suffering temporary de¬ 
feat with the hope of ultimate success, the progressive leaders 
determined to have recourse to the old met hoi. and in so do¬ 
ing they made a fatal blunder. Eycu had they been success¬ 
ful the means they employed would have fatally discredited 
them in the eyes of all enlightentd people. 

It is generally accepted as true that tIre progressive lead¬ 
ers had a distinct understanding with the Japanese. A Jap¬ 
anese man-of-war was on the way to Chemulpo and was ex¬ 
pected to arrive on the firth or sixth of December and the 
uprising was set for the seventh of that month. The leaders 
in this movement had not beet) able to keep H entirely n se¬ 
cret. for some of them talked about it in a very excited man¬ 
ner of the Naval Attache of the American Legation and it 
came to‘the ears of the British Consul-general, who, meeting 
Yun T'S-juu or. December fourth, asked him if he had heard 
that there was trouble in the air That gentleman who iva» 

himself a strong cotivervative and a close friend oi Min T'S- 
ho, hastened to the house of the latter and reported what he 
had heard. Min advised him To hasten to the house of one of 
the relatives of one of the progressionists and secure informa¬ 
tion if possible. He did so, ami there happened to meet one 
of tug leaders of the progressive party and intimated lo hin t 
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that lie r.nd heard that trouble was brewing;. This m3i« denied 
Mi kruwleMge or any suc-m wan but the nuntHe his caller had 
he •■teiic'd to the other progressionist leaders and told 
them tit:-*;.‘l .‘.as .:>?; unless -nstant action were taken. News 
had }h< aimed that the Japanese gun-boat that was expect- 
<.i at CUc:r.ii!:v h'»c broken 3 jwd and could not com?. There 
xv:-re only a few inuidred Japanese troops in Seoul at the 
lime. ]• u‘ it seemed to these mcii that it would be better to 

risk the whole venture o» a sing e east ilia:: to wait passively 
ami S'-tr the destruction of all their hopes anc plans. The 
m v. nth • .f Diccmovr was the ^pim:cited day hut as this was a 
iiiMirr nf hill *>r bt fciiird h iv;i* decided 10 proceed at once to 
i'Usuuss. ll-i'i 1 Yung silt :\G been made Post- master Gen¬ 
eral and o:i this v* rv night lit \va« to give a banquet at the 
rvi which w.;s situ’ied in that part of liic city 

called K vo dong. It was decided to start the ball rolling at 
this point. The evening %.i:ne and the guests a* sent b! go to 
the dinner. Tiny were the Chinese leaders Yuan. Chtr. and 
iYang, I’nitcd Status Minister Foolt and his secretary Mr. 

r. ’hi- .British CwiMu-gi-rKrnl Aston. the Foreign Oi- 
!■> hf vi-tr van MoSlejidor?. the Koreans Hong Yung sik, 
k :u: < >k k vmi, Min Yung-ik. IMk Yur-g-liy, Su Kwar.g-bom, 
Kwi HCrig-iiv. Han Kvn-jik. 1 •'.**. lc thong-yang. O Yun-umg 
mu i lew other-,. The .>i\ii:csc Minister had. excused !.im- 
-.It <n: the pica of ill-be-illli. It was noticed that Kitu Ok- 
kvu:i iiv*e and ieft the u.V-it several limes and went out into 
‘..is fi'urr-y.-.'ic but no special significance was attsebtd to 
t:iis. The dinner b-;iran ar on early hour, not far iron 1 six 
i vl-ick. and almnl seven o'clock an alarm of fire was sound- 
«*i. A house immediatelv in iur.it of the Post Office was in 
: ime--. Min Yung :k. h*. • n? id the i fficia's whose duty ii 

was \<> superintend the extinguishing <>; conflagrations. rose 
from the tabic and hastened out. calling to hi? servants tn 
J'/liow. At> he ]»aased mu of the iimv: £i»te, a man dressed in 
Japanese elolhes leaped out of the shadow ot the gate-way and 
‘■truck at him savagely with a sword, wouediog him severely 
in the head and ir. other parts of the body. He fell heavily 
in the ground arc. in the contusion that ensued the would-be 
ossn-'iu made good In-. r-,o pc. Yon .Molieucorf was not tar 
behind, a:;c seeing wi.nl had liupjieiird In- hastened forward, 
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lifted the wounded man iu his arms and carried him hack 
into the dining-room. The Koreans who were present fled 
precipitately making their exit no; by the door but by way of 
the back wall. 

The wounded man was conveyed to the residence ol von 
Mollendorf which was in the vicinity, where Dr. H. X. Allen 
of the American Presbyteriau Mission was soon in attend¬ 
ance. 

The die had now been cost and there va*« no retreat. 
The leaders of the conspiracy. Kim Ok-kyun, Kwang bom. 
Pal; Yflng-byo, Hong Yung-sik nad Su Cfcfi-p ll listened im¬ 
mediately to tbe palace known to us as "The Old Palace" 
where the king had resided since the insurrection of ■ 6S2. 
Entering the royal presence they announced that the Chinese 
were coming to take possession of the king's person, nv.d that 
he must hasten to a place of safely. The k:ug did not bviiwc 
this report but as they insisted he had no recourse bin to sub¬ 
mit. The lit Lie company hastened along under the west wall 
of the palace until thty came lu a small gait ltadi..g in.o 
Kyoi'g-u Palace which adjoins the “Old Palace" cn the west- 
As they proceeded Kim Ok-kyun asked iku king to send :o 
the Japanese Minister asking fora body-guard, but h: refused. 
Thereupon S-a Kwaug-bom drew out a ptece 02 foreign uo*e- 
paper and a pencil and wrote in Chinese the words "Let 
the Japanese Miuisier come and give ms his help." This 
was immediately despatched by a servant. That it was 2 
mere matter of fortr. was evident when the little company 
passed into the Ky ; *ng-u Palace, for these they found the Jup. 
ane«e Minister and bis interpreter already in attendance and 
with them some two hundred troops drawn up iu line. When 
l he king appeared tbe> sainted. There were present aiso the 
twelve students whohad been in Japau. Word ;vai immediately 
seut tu Sist Keui-suri, Pair Yurg kyo aDd O Yun-jung to conic 
and receive office under the reconstructed government. With¬ 
in half an hour they were in atlendance. exceptiug O Yun- 
jung who happened to be away in the country at the time. 

Very early in ihc moiuiag a royai messenger was .sent 
with the myoitg-p'a or ’'summering table:" to the house? of 
Min T'A-lm. Min Yfiogmok and Cho Ryuug-ha. orri*viiiR 
them to appear at once before the king. They complied and 
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hastened to ilie palace hirt no sooner had they entered the 
palace £at:: than they were -fixed and cat down in cold 
blood. Thru the -i-.immos n:i* sent to Han Ky;t-jik, Vi Cho- 
yij’.i and Vim T'.*i jim. Tluv v.o were assassinated as soon as 
they entered the pa.;ee. A viiuueh named Yu Cha-hyOn was 
also put to death. U tv ask by whose hand these 

men fei!. Whowever wie.c: tie brutal sword, the leaders of 
the so-called progressive par’ - nere wholly responsible- The 
twelve young men who had v. ::::cd from Japan were all fully 
armed sic id it is notv thou pr.«i:.: that they took au active 

putt in the bloody work. Not -v.i- not the king consult¬ 

ed in regard U» these murders but in the ease oi the euuuch it 
was done in spile of his entreaties and levuoust ranees. 

These seven men who thus went to lilv’r doom were not 
eritirel y nt;cont»c:OUttof what awaited them. Wiicu Cho Ryfing- 
hii received tti.summons the inmates oi Ins House pleaded 
with him not to go. but as it was the king's summons he 
would not disobey even though he knew it tneaut death. 

just at daylight the king was removed to the Lur.?r-s of 
his cnuslti Yi Cliti-wau. escorted by the Japanese soldiers who 
surrounded him four deep. Kim Ok-kyuu gave passes to 
those, who were to lx- allowed 10 go in and out and only such 
hud access to the premises. After remaining there some three 
hours the whole company returned to the “Old Palace.” In 
the teconst rtteted government Yi Chfi wan and Hong Yung* 
>ik were made Prime Ministers. Pnk Yang-byo was made 
General-in chief. Su Kwaug-botn was made Minister oi For¬ 
eign Affairs, Kirn Ok-kyim Minister of Finance and Su Chi- 
r-‘il Lieutenant-general. The rest of the young men who had 
studied iti Japan were also given official position. 

Before Yun T'd ;,un. Yi Cho-yuu and Han Kyu-jik went 
to the pa lace and met their fate they sent word to Yuan warning 
him of the state ol affairs and asking help, but he made no 
immediate move. Astuc morning broke thousands of Koreans 
C»:ue to him and said that the Japauesc held the king a 
prisoner in the palace and begged him to interfere. Yuan re¬ 
plied by sending a messenger to the Japanese Minister demand¬ 
ing why he had surrounded the king with soldiers and had 
killed the minister*, and demanding that he immediately 

evacuate (be place. Three hours passed and still uo answer 
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came; and at Iasi Yuan and the two oilier Chinese lead era 
look a strong body of Chinese troops and several hundred 
Korean troops and proceeded to the palace. Entering by way 
oi she Sun-ir. L» oe and passing through the Ch’aug-kyung 
Palace they .approached the Po-t'oug Gate which gbve en¬ 
trance to the. “Old Palace.” but they found it strongly guarded 
by Japanese. Here a sharp encounter took place which lasted 
an hour, beginning about three o'clock in the afternoon. 
■About ten each of the Chinese, Japanese and Koreans fell in 
this assault. As the darkness came on the Japanese began to 
f;\l' back and taking the king and the newly appointed minis¬ 
ters they made their way to the extreme northeasterly portion 
of the palace grounds, not lar from the Hong-wba Gale. The 
royal party took refuge in a summer house there and the Jap¬ 
anese stationed themselves behind trees and guarded the 
place, keeping npa lively fusillade with the Chinese who had 
followed them. Meanwhile the Crown Prince, the Queen and 
the king’s foster-mother had escaped in small closed chairs 
out the San-in Gate aud had found refuge in the house of Yi 
Pom-jin in the village af No wCn, twenty 1 ) outside the East 

Gate. 

The chances of success for the Japanese were'oecotning 
smaller and smaller and the king was anxiously looking for 
an opportunity of escaping from them aud making his way to 
the Chinese side. At last, taking advantage of the extreme 
disorder that prevailed, he made his way to the Puk-chang 
Gate at the extreme northeastern part of the palace enclosure. 
Outside there was a crowd of Koreau soldiers who wished to 
gain entrance and rescue the king from bis captors. When 
the latter made his presence known inside the gate these 
soldiers effected an entrance and lifting His Majesty on their 
shoulders carried him in triumph to the North Temple just 
inside the Northeast Gate. Seeing that all hops o: immediate 
success was gone, Pak Yflng-hyo. Kim Ok-kvun, Su Kwang- 
bom Sfl Chfl-p’il and a part of thecompany or military students 
accompanied the Japanese troop* out the front gate of the 
palace to the Japanese Legation which was then situated in 
Kyo dong. Th:s was accomplished in the midst of great ex¬ 
citement. 

Meanwhile Hong Yuug-sik, Pak YuDg-kyo. Sin Keui-stlr. 
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and seven of tlie military students hud followed the fortunes; of 
the king. But no sooner did the party arrive at the North 
Temple than the people fell upon Hong Yitag-sik and Pak 
Yfing-kyo and hacked them to pieces before the king’s eyes. 
Hong Yui.g-sik attempted to hide in a closet behind His 
Majesty but tlie latter iDdicared by a nod of the head that he 
was concealed there and the people dragged him out and dis¬ 
patched him on the spot. The seven students tried to effect 
their escape but were pursued ami killed, one below Choug-no, 
and another at Yun-root-kol. 

No sooner had the rooming dawned than the Japanese Min¬ 
ister iorraed his little company in a hollow square, placed the 
Korean refugees and the Japanese women and children in the 
center, fired the legation buildings and marched out through 
the city on their way to Chemulpo, shooting at any Koreaus 
whom they happened to see in their way. They found the 
West Gate locked but they soon forced it and huTried away 
xo the port. Ail the Japanese in Seoul did not escape thus, 
for there were a few living iu Cbin-go-gfi. That same day 
th« Koreans mobbed them and killed them all, men women and 
children. 

A Japanese merchant vessel happened to be lying at 
Chemulpo and the Minister with all bis company boarded her, 
carrying the Koreans with them. The latter were hidden in 
the hold. 

That same day, later in the afternoon, the king made his 
way to the IIa-do-gam where the Chinese had camped, and 
put himself under their protection. Cho PyOug-ho was sent 
to Chemulpo toa.sk the Japanese Minister not to leave, and to 
effect the arrest of the fugitives. In neither quest was be 

'■tiCCCSSl ul. 

An anxious month passed by arid at last the Japanese, 
Count Inouye, came with a guard of 600 troops and took up 
hia quarters at the governor's place outside the West Gate. 
Negotiations were at once begun and as s result the Korean 
Government agreed to pay an indemnity of 600,000 yen. Su 
Sang-u and P. G, von Molleidorf were sent as commissioners 
to Japan to arrange suitable terms lor the renewal of friendly 
relations. To make good their protestations of regret at 
the killing of defenseless Japanese in Seoul four men who took 
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p-irt in that work were arrested and put to death. At the sane 
time Yi Ch’ang-gyu, Sfi ChR-Ch'ang, Kim Pons-jiing and five 
others who had been charged with complicacy in the plot were 
seized and executed. 

On January ninth >88*; Kim Hong-Jip, Special Korean 
Commissioner, signed with Count Inouye a convention regard¬ 
ing the trouble of the preceecing month, by the terms of 
which the government agreed to apologize to the Japanese 
emperor, to pay an indemnity of 110,000 yen, to execute the 
murderer of Lieut. Isobavachi, !o give a Site ior u new Lega¬ 
tion and 20,000 yen for its construction and to set aside a site 
for barracks for the Japanese guard. Early in the Spring the 
Japanese Legation was built, being the first foreign building 
in Seoul. 

The year 1865 beheld many events of huportauce. The 
government hospital was founded under royal patronage by 
Dr. H. N. Allen of the American Presbyterian Mission. It 
beheld also the arrival of that great vanguard of civilization 
the Protestaut Missionary. Dr. Allen had arrived in the 
previous year but now the Presbyterian and Methodist 
Churches of America sent a number of representatives into 
Seoul to secure property and begin preparations for the found¬ 
ing of regular evaugelistic and educational work. In April 
the Chinese and Japanese signed the celebrated Tientsin Con¬ 
vention by the terms of which they both agreed to evacuate 
Korea aud not to send" troops there without previously notify¬ 
ing each other. It was the breaking of this convention by 
China which was one of the immediate causes of the Japan- 
China war. At this same time, England, fearing the occupa¬ 
tion of Port Hamilton by Russia, sent a fleet of war vessels 
and occupied the place herself. She was finally induced to 
leave, bpt only after China had guaranteed to secure it agatust 
occupation by any other power. In October the treaty with 
Russia was signed aud a Legation was established in Seoul. 
The ex-Regent was still in China, but the Chinese govern¬ 
ment now deemed it safe to send him back to Cue TJcninsu'.a. 

• 

and Min Chuug-mul: was sent to act as his escort. 

Since the day when the Reseut threw the finances.of the 
country into confusion by ilie debasement oi the currency a-.H 
since the officials bad learned iiow much the people would 
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endure of unjust taxation, in the cays when every means was 
adopted to wring from them the funds for the erection of the 
jialace, official indirection had been on the rapid increase. 
The people were being imposed upon more and more. All the 
money that dishonest men paid to corrupt officials co purchase 
office had to be drawn from the people later by dishonest 
means. The main qualification of a successful prefect was 
the ability to judge when he had reached the limit of the 
people’s endurance. The year irfSs beheld a serious revolt in 
Yb-ju where the prefect had overstepped the dead-line of the 
peoples’ patience. He was driven out and his njun or clerk 
was killed. The prefect of U’un-jn alsoescaped death only by 
flight, while au o.’nn was killed. 

Xot the least important event of i $85 was the completion 
under Chinese untronuge of the fteo'.ii-Peking telegraph line 
by which Korea was for the first time put into quick com¬ 
munication with the rest oi the world. At the dictation of 
China a commissioner, Yi Cliung-ba was scut north to meet a 
Chinese commissioner and determine the exact boundary be¬ 
tween Kore.iu and Chinese territory along the Tu-man 

River. 

A customs service had been begun by von Molleniorf on 

an independent basis but in July of 1SS5 he was dismissed 

from service in the Foreign Office and two months later he 

was relieve;! of work in the Customs because of unwarrantable 

schemes into which lie had drawn that denartment of the 

* 

government. The whole service was thereupon put under the 
management oi Sir Robert Ilart the Inspector General of the 
Chinese Customs. An entirely new staff of men was sent from 
China. H. X. Merrill was made Chief Commissioner and 
Chemulpo. Fnsan and Wuusaii were put in charge of men 
directly from the Chinese Customs staff. This was a guarantee 
of excellent management but it proved to be the strongest 

h-Vr-r Clifnr* liml in rh«* currying out her ambitions plans in the 

peninsula. Before the close 0: the year Gen. Foote without 
giving specific reasons retired front t he United States Legation 
a ad returned to America. Ensign Geo. C. Fonlk becoming 
Charge d‘.\ fTaire*. 

In the va;l> iimmhs of . Yi To-;H, bin Keiti-sttn. IIol-r 
C hin yv>, AnChmig snand Kjo.ig Kwar.g-guk were banished to 

* Google 


nkiri7 


•Jfig rs I from 

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSIT 



MOl.ERN KOkKA. 


i Sg 

distant islands Jot complicacy in the plot which led to the 
eineute of iSSg. 

In February ths king by royal edict abolished the hered¬ 
itary transmission of slaves and the use of slave labor by tlic 
guilds in the work on the palaces Th'w was a measure of 
far-reaching import bad it been carried ont in full; but we 
find that it had to be Tc-uiacied i:; lSy*. 

The government desired to secure the services oi a fore gn 
expert as adviser In the Home and Foreign Offices and with 
the sanction of Li Hung chnng, 'li; Chinese Viceroy, judge O. 
N. Denny. ex-Consul-general of V. S. to China, was called and 
be arrived in the spring of iNKfi just in time to be present n: 
the signing of the treaty with France. He had for some vear< 
been on rather intimate terms with the Great Viceroy and i: 
is proboblc that the latter hoped to me the Jnd~e in forward 
ing Chinese interests in Korea. If so he found himself 
grievously mistaken for the United States as well as Japan 
and France, had recognized the independence of Korea, and 
Judge Denny devoted his energies to the maintenance o: that 
independence. Yuan the Chinese conmnssior had taken up 
his residence in Seoul and had dubbed himself “Resident'’ in 
opposition to the Korean claim to independence. The Peking 
government, forgetting or ignoring the fact that whenever 
Korea had gotten into trouble she (China) bad always die- 
avowed responsibility and had practically disclaimed suzera¬ 
inty. now began to bolster up her claims and to use tverx* 
means to make good her pretensions. The dominant party 
which had ridden into power on the .shoulders of ih*- Chinese 
put no obstacles in the way and thus .Tndfc:- D.nny found him¬ 
self blocked in liis efforts to better the condition of the 

country. 

It .was generally understood that the right o! Japanese 
and Western foreigners Jo reside in Seoul was based on the 
niost favored nation clause in*the '.reties and ihat ii the Chin¬ 
ese removed from Seoul the others could be compelled to do 
likewise. The Cltburst*, therefore, hoping, it is said, to secure 
more exclusive power in tin- cmiia- hv the removal af other 
foreigners began to agilalt* the • u.sliou oi removing; all their 
.nationals to Yong sai> ne:u t.ir livtr three mile*- from ri!."n:. 
Foi a time it appeared as ;i tlr.s might be don-.- but the luigs 
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riglilf- of Ibc .lapansfe in th? capital as well fistbe iu- 
tvrests uf others caused a counter agitation which frustrated 
lne srhrme 

Geo. C Foulfc, Ensign i:i the U S Navy, had long been 
in cor.i»eclioii with the Legation in Seoul. liarlv in [88j he 
had suggested to the government the advisability of fonoding ’ 
;i school for the instruction of voting Koreans in Western lan¬ 
guages and sciences, and consequently the United States 
Secretar\ of Stale was request v-ri by the Korean government 
l" secure three nien as instructors; blit ihe emeute of that 
year hac Gcftrud the matter In i £b/> it was again brought 
Up and in Jniy three men who had been selected by the V- S. 
Comrusiiotitr oi I_'dMention arrived at the Korecu Capital. A 
terrible epidemic o: cholera devastated the city that summer 
and as many :i«* sever. 01 c’ji:: hundred deaths occurred daisy, 
li wa« ui .Veti'e.nher that t'.ie K*o al English School was opened. 

ChuiESt cl.iims t:i sii/-rainiy emboldened the Chinese 
merchants tc. attempt to er.i ie the customs regulations and 
the result was a serious affray in Chemulpo when the Chinese 
tried :n e$\ide rk* export 'in ginseng. The Chinese 
suotier tried to uphold them in it but a vigorous protest to Li 
Hung-chaiig righted Lhe matter and the offenders were de¬ 
poned and the Customs Service was vindicated. 

It was in tins year that the trading station Whe-ryung on 
the Tu-man River was c>tali‘.i*hed for convenience of trade 
with Russia but it was not made an open port. About this 
time the school founded by the American Methodist Mission 
received royal recognition and the king conferred upon it 
the ncine P.ii Clia: H&k Tang or "Hill for the Rearing of 
Useful Men" 

Contra-v to the wishes of the Chinese a Korean Minister 
to America was appointed in the person of f’ak Chong-yang, 
but in attempting to start for America he was intercepted by 
the Chinese just outside the South Gate and compelled to re¬ 
turn. Two months inter, however, he succeeded in getting 
away. He u*as received in Washington with all the punctili¬ 
ousness due to a Minister from any sovereign power. This 
helped :□ ti certain way to forward Korea's claim to itidepeu- 
dcucc but America’s well-known policy of non-interferunce m 
foreign matters largely utatralized its effect. 
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The year 18SS beheld what is known as ibc "Baby War." 
The report was spread abroad that the Europeans and Ameri¬ 
cans were stealing children and boiling them in kellies for 
food. 11 was also generally believed that '.he foreigners 
caught women and cut oft their breasts in order xo exLract 
from them the condensed milk which was so commonly used 

among the foreign residents. The Koreans knew ilia*, tbe 
foreigners had no cows and they could explain the use of 
milk only ou the above theory. The modus operatnli was sr.id 
to be as follows. The foreigners vyere possessed of a peculiar 
drug which became a powerful gss when introduced into the 
mouth. Approaching a Korean paper covered lattice door at 
the dead of night the operator would make a tiny hole in the 
paper and applying his mouth to it would blow the gas into 
the room. The effect would be xba; if there were a woman in 
the room she would waken and be seized with an nncontrol- 
able desire to go outside. Once without the door, the for¬ 
eigner would seize her. cut off her breasts and return to his 
home. It was believed that they had paid agents among the 
people to whom they taught the secret and whom they sent 
about the country to secure women’s breasts. Two suspici¬ 
ous looking men were set upon in Hong-ch'mi charged with 
being breast-hunters. They narrowly escaped with their 
lives. For a short time there was imminent danger, of an 
uprising bnt a royal proclamation couched in trenchant lang¬ 
uage did much to calm the excitement and the danger sub¬ 
sided as suddenly as it had arisen. In Eni-ju there was \ 
most destructive ffood iu which 300 lives were lost and iyz7 
houses were swept away. 


Chapter XVII. 


Corruption ...edicts of reform ...trouble with Japan... .envoy to 
Sorope... death of yacen Cho. .the fisheries dispute •• oppres¬ 
sion . .retrogression .., • excessive taxation .. .indirections ... for¬ 
eigners threatened ... .on the verge ol anarchy... .prefects punished 
revolt in Soc^-do.... Tong-hat manifesto... .government Jielp- 
lc €6 . . Japan uneasy.. r .Kim Ok kynw revolting bar¬ 

barity. .. ihe ;alJ of Chu:>ju .. .Korea asks China;or help .. .Chiu' 
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troops arrive . . Japanese movements .. .the other powers in- 
cerfere Japanese rtcniAn'l* proposed retorm^ .. tbt palace 

Laker, by the Jr.panpsf . . the X-f the Kowshicg_war de* 

dared Korea breaks with Thin a Japan promises to leave 
Shanghai akme Japanese m Shanghai.... battle of Asan .. * .bat¬ 
tle of K yCtg-vnn" battle of tlie Yttlu. 

At this time the administration of the government was 
anything but exemplary. The selling of the same office at 
such short intervals increased the burden on the people to an 
almost unbearable point, so that there were frequent uprisiugs 
in country districts In Korea the people form the conrl of 
final appeal. If a prefect oversteps the line which marks the 
limit ol the people s endurance and they drive him from the 
place the government ordinarily accepts it as final. 

The following year tlir government was obliged to take 
notice ol this state of things aud the kiug sent out a proclama¬ 
tion saying that the taking of bribes and the extortion of 
money in the provinces would be severely punished. He took 
this opportunity also to sjieak about robbery and gambling, 
which had begun to run rife in the land. The people were 
unbidden to dress in. silk, excepting those over fifty years of 

age. 

The year idyo opened with serious trouble it) Ham-gyung 
province. Cho PyCng sik. a man of indomitable will and one 
whose unbridled temper had more than once gotten him into 
serious trouble, was governor in that province, The people 
had mortgaged their bean crop to the Japanese expo iters, of 
vViiu-san, and bad received some $176,000 therefor. Bat when 
the beans had been harvested and were ready for shipment 
the governor fr»rhade its delivery. He wanted the Japacese to 

sell it back to the people, as it was a year of scarcity, but this 
they refused to do; end the beans rolled where they lay. The 
Japanese promptly took the matter up and demanded at) in¬ 
demnity. The Foreigu Office at once recognised the validity 
of the claim but the king ordered Cho Pyflng-sik tu pay the 
hill himself, since he had acted throughout without orders 
from Seoul. The unhappy governor was obliged to part with 
all his patrimony atic several of his relatives had to do like¬ 
wise. As this was not enough to settle the bill the govern¬ 
ment paid the balance. 
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The Russo-Japanese War, 

At onr last writing the Russians and Japanese were 

facing each other across the historic Yalu. The Koreans 

have always called this the Amit/tk or "Duel* Blue" River. 

perhaps because they thought the blue reflection of the 

sky in its waters resembled the brilliant blue on the 
• 

wing of the duck. The word Yalu is the Chinese pronun¬ 
ciation of this same Amnok. 

Char interest at present, however, centers about the 
important question as to the Russians’ bo: st that 
though beaten on the sea they will be easily victorious 
on land. As the two forces sat facing each other across 
this stream a very large question was awaiting solution. 
It was Japan's Rubicon and the world waited eagerly 
and anxiously to see what the outcome would be. It 
was evident that the Russians intended to fight here. 
They had made elaborate preparations, and while it was 
impossible to forecast what their exact intentions were, 
it appeared in the course of opera Lions that they had 
deliberately taken a position from which they did not 
intend to be driven easily. 

One would have expected that they would adopt 
either the policy of closely watching the Japanese and 
strongly opposing their crossing of the river or of failing 
back until they met reinforcements that would 
strengthen them sufficiently to render the issue of a set 
battle reasonably sure. But thev did neither. However 
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we will set clown so far as possible the actual man- 
ecu vers or the two belligerents and the reader can judge 
ioi irimseff. 

Between Wiju and the opposite bank of the 
river lit several long narrow islands making tlic 
full width of the river about three miles. These 
islands stretch from a point about three miles above 
Wiju to some six or seven mites below that city. 
The Manchurian town of Antung lies nearly opposite 
the lower end of these isla ids. Directly opposite Wiju is 
the town of Chu-lien-ch'e lg and at a point somewhat 
further up, about opposite the upper end of Oj&k Island’ 
lies a hill called Tiger Hill. 

This elevation lies in trie'h.ngle made by the junction 
of a small stream called the Ai-ha with the Yam. The 
country all alumt this section is hilly or rolling, offering 
splendid opportunities for defensive operations, especially 
in the face ot an enemy which is compelled to cross 
the river by pontoon bridges. 

Active operations began on the morning of the 26 th 
of April. The Japanese army consisting of the Second 
and Twelfth Division, and the Imperial Body-guards 
numbered approximately 30,000 men, although it is 
doubtful if there were more than 26.000 in the fighting 
line. It was decided to send the Twelfth division some- 
distance up the river to attempt a crossing. The Imperial 
Guards were to cross a short distance above Wiju nearly 
opposite Tiger Hill while the Second division was to 
cross almost opposite Wiju. 

The lirst tiling to be done was to dear the islands in 
the river of Russians. A considerable number of them had 
taken up a position on Ka-ri Island or “Nine ii Island” 
above Wiju and on the morning of the 26 th a portion of 
the Imix-rial Guards covered by the guns planted by the 
Japanese on the Korean hills behind them dashed through 
the shallow water which lav between the Korean shore 
and the island and engaged the Russians in a sharp 
encounter. The Japanese say that tiie shells thrown 
over their heads among the Russians tore up the yellow 
sand and sent it living in all directions and this together 
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with the flash of the explosion and the rolling clouds of 
smoke made a scene ol' great impressiveness. The Rus¬ 
sians fought stubbornly but were compelled to with¬ 
draw and before night the island was cleared. All this 
time the Russian guns on the heights beyond, called 
‘‘Tiger Hill,” were talking volubly and shells from the 
redoubts further back near Chu-lien-ch’eng fell on the 
island and even on the Korean bank of the Yalu. but the 
casualties from this source were comparatively lew. 

While the work of clearing this island was going on 
the Japanese were busy both to the right and left. The 
Twelfth division had moved northeast along the river 
bark but out of sight of the Russians until they reached 
a point some ten miles up the river called Su-gu-jin by the 
Koreans, or Sui-ko-chin by the Japanese. The Russians 
were conpletely in the dark as to this manu-uvre anil 
the Japanese suffered no opposition in throwing a 
pontoon bridge across the river at this point and effect- 
ing n crossing. Tlicfct* were preei»ely the »ame tactics 
adopted by the Japanese in the China-japan war in 1894 
and they express great surprise that the Russians did not 
remember it and prepare for such an event. In 1894 the 
crossing was made in the Autumn when the water was 
low, and it was h comparatively simple operation, but 
this time the melting snows of Spring had raised the 
river and made it a much more serious matter. 

Meanwhile important business was being transacted 
far down the stream below Antung. The Japanese gun¬ 
boats Uji and Maya, two torpedo-boats ami two armed 
steamers had come up to Yongampo the day before and 
now on the 26th two of these craft went up the river on 
a recount>iterrng trip. They came in touch with the 
enemy on the farther bank in the afternoon anil for 
about an hour exchanged shots with the Russians who 
were posted on the hills near Antung. 

The Japanese who had crossed to Xine Li Island or 
Kurido , as soon as they had cleared it of Russians began 
the attempt to lay a pontoon bridge to the northern 
bank but in this attempt they were seriously hindered by 
the Russian guns planted on the heights about Tiger Hill 
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or K'^ar. os thv Japanese call it. It ic this temporarily 

s.um.'SSlul resistance which lor mod the basis of the report 
sent by the Russians to St. Petersburg that they de¬ 
molished the bridge and the debris floated down theriver. 
The Japanese themselves acknowledge that at this point 
they suffered a temporary reverse, but it did not prevent 
the ultimate passage of the river at this point by the Im¬ 
perial Body-guard. It was apparently during the night 
of the 26 th that the bridge was completed from Nine Li 
Island to the Manchurian side of the Yalu hut it was not 
large enough to carry the troops and guns with sufficient 
speed, so the Imperial Body-guard crossed partly by the 
bridge and partly by boats They accomplished this on 
the 27 lli in the face of considerable opposition but the 
Russians were not in sufficient force to hold them in check. 
At the same time the 12 th Division was making its way 
a* onnd by the north seas to attack the Russian position 
at Clui-liea-ch'eng. They seem to have encountered little 
or tu> opposition and they did not move rapidly, for it 
had evidently been planned to concentrate the entire Jap¬ 
anese army upon the main Russian position only after the 
various divisions had all effected a crossing. 

The Russians on Tiger Hill were making trouble for 
the Japanese who were building the bridge across tbe 
river at \\ ijn iiv which the 2nd Division was to cross and 
it was necessary for the Imperial Guards to drive them 
out. So on the 25 th they moved south from the position 
they had won opposite Nine Li Island and attacked Tiger 
Hill. In this they were successful for we learn from the 
Russians that on the 29 th an attempt was made to dis¬ 
lodge the Japanese \vho had taken Tiger Hill. This at¬ 
tempt was made only with artillery from the other side 
of the A.i-ha. the small stream that enters the Yalu at 
this point. The Russians reported that the Japanese 
retired from the position. This we can readily believe for 
since they had dislodged the Russians from that point 
:iml so stopped the opposition to the building of the 
bridge directly below, it was not essential that they oc¬ 
cupy the exposed position ir. the lace of severe hre. 

Bv the morning of the 30 th the bridge across the 
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islands and the river channels bet ween YVijn and Chu-lien- 
ch 'eng was completed in spite of continued but desultory 
firing by the Russians. And here was one oJ the serious 
points of weakness on the Russian side. Their guns were 
too small to do the work required. Because of this lack 
there was nothing to do but oppose the Japanese crossing 
as best tlicv could and meanwhile inlreueh themselves 
strongly in anticipation of the inevitable passage of the 
river bv the eneniv. One can only wonder why the Rus¬ 
sians. when they sent their scouting parties across into 
Korean territory, did not mass their whole available 
force at the Yalu, bring up powerful batteries and make 
a genuine fight of it. As it was. the result was a fore 
gone conclusion. The Russians had not enough men to 
follow up the river and checkmate the Japanese wherever 
they should attempt to cross and they did not even have 
the proper guns to prevent the construction of a pontoon 
bridge directly in front of and within easy range of their 
main position. We can only conclude that the Russians 
made one or other of two huge blunders, bit her they 
were entirely ignorant of the numbers and equipment of 
the Japanese or they cherished the fatuous belief that the 
Japanese even with superior numbers and equipment wen* 
not good enough soldiers to earn.- the Russian position. 
It seems to us that the disaster to the Russian forces nr 
the Yalu and the disaster to the Russian fleet at Port 
Arthur had one and the same cause—tlu- Russians did 
not j •. 

On the night of the 30ih of April the opposing forces 
were situated as follows: The Imperial Guards lay on 
the northern bank of tile shallow Ai-ha with strong 
Russian intrenchrnents before them on ihe other side. 
The 12th Division was on the same side of this brook 
but further up. The 2nd Division had crossed the Yalu 
and lay directly before the town of Chu-licr. eh’eng All 
was ready for a combined attack upon Lhc morrow. 
The Russian intrenehmetits were in a sc>n:-virck about 
Chu-lien-cliVng and extended a iist.'.nce of some thiv. 
miles and behind them on the heights were ibcir ' cil¬ 
leries. The Japanese line was ncccssaruv .-.soger and as 
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prepared, on the morrow, to spread out in a line* whose 
entire length \vot:ld be some live miles. It was evidently 
the Japanese plan to surround the Russian position and 
cut off their retreat. In order to prevent this the Rus¬ 
sians. unless entirely successful in the front, would he 
compelled either to retreat or to disengage a sufficient 
number of their troops to head off the Japanese who 
were marching around to their rear, in either case their 
position was a practically hopeless one, knowing what 
we <lo <A the Japanese fighting quality. For the advan¬ 
tageous position of the Russians would either have to be 
abandoned or so depleted of men as to be untenable. 
Already before the battle begun, the Japanese had com¬ 
plete:; fully one third o: the circle necessary to entrap 
the Russians. 

The lirst day of May dawned upon the two bel¬ 
ligerent forces facing each other arid prepared for stem 
work. The attack on all three sides was simultaneous. 
The Twelfth Division with their artillery behind them on 
the heights forded the shallow Ai-ha and advanced 
on the extreme right, but they met with less resistance 
and suffered less than either of the other divisions. The 
Imperial Guards crossed the Ai-ha near its junction with 
the Vain under severe fire and at the same time the 
Second Division deployed and advanced in a double line 
upon the enemy's intrcnchmcnt.. It is said that the first- 
line ol intrenehments appsared to he deserted. Though 
1 icrsistently shelled by the Japanese not a sign of life ap¬ 
peared. but when the first line of the Japanese had ap¬ 
proached very near, the concealed enemy poured in a 
withering fire which staggered the Japanese for a moment, 
and they had to lie down in order to hold the ground 
already won. The second line advanced without any 
hesitation and soon the two lines were dashing over the 
Russians'defensive works. By nine o’clock in the morning 
the outer works were all lakcn and the Russians were 
pushed back close under the heights from which their 
batteries were stii) doing valiant work. But it was fast 
liecoming evident that the greater length of the Japanese 
lines would soon turn the ends of the Russian position 


3isiUA«l by GOOglC 


uiqnd io'ii 

THE CHiO 5 WE JMVERSfTY 



THE RUSSO-1 APANESE WAR. 


199 


and entrap the entire force. So orders were given to re¬ 
treat toward Ham-mak-tong (or G&niato). Even so the 
order was too late and the Russians found to their 
dismay that they could escape from the cul-dc-scu only by 
deserting the guns. This they were forced to do and 
twenty-eight of them fell into the hands of the Japanese. 
All the afternoon the Japanese pressed after the retreat¬ 
ing Russians and toward evening the latter, having 
reached Ham-mak-tang, were compelled to turn and fight 
in order to cover the retreat. At this point, the Russians 
put up such a desperate light that the Japanese lost a third 
of all the men that fell during -the day. The Russians 

were not demoralized bv the defeat. To he sure they 

• • 

were obliged to abandon their guns in the haste of their 
retreat, which shows that they were inexcusably ignorant 
of the real conditions under which they were fighting, but 
they upheld the traditions of the Russian army in not 
becoming demoralized when they were placed in such a 
critical position at Ilam-mak-tang. 

It is probable that the entire force of the Russians 
consisted of about 17.000 men which, considering the 
ground they occupied and the difficulties the Japanese had 
to work against, should have sufficed to hold the 25,000 
Japanese in check. We can hardly Ixilicvc that 17,000 
Japanese similarly situated would have allowed 25,000 
Russians to effect the crossing and secure a substantial 
victory in so short a time. The work that the Japanese 
did at the Yalu argues well for their prospects in subse¬ 
quent engagements, for it as probable that as they are 
taking the offensive they will repeatedly be called upon 
to attack the Russians in defensive positions. It has been 
proved that they can do this and the only myth that 
remains to be shattered is that if the Japanese should 
suffers reverse and the Russians should be in a position 
to take the offensive the Japanese would lose their heads 
and become demoralized. 

But to return now to Korea and ask what 
effect all this has had upon the peninsula 
Anri cts people; we note first the cttcct pro- 
duced upon the currency. Before the beginning of hustil- 
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ities the nimble nickel was quoted at something between 
'$2.20 mid 32.no to the Yen. but the outbreak of hostil- . 
ities and the coining of the Japanese acted in two ways 
to suffer: the weak-kneed Korean currency. First, Kor¬ 
ean merchants suspended their purchases of Japanese and 
other foreign goods and this lowered the demand lor Yen. 
■Secondly tilt Japanese authorities needed Korean money 
for the nst- of their people in the country where the Y r en is 
not current. This tended to add value to the nickel; so 
that :«t one time it took only $1.4-0 of Korean money to 
purchase a Y« n. The extreme instability of the currency, 
added to the entire absence of freight facilities caused an 
almost complete cessation of import and export business, 
until the Japanese demonstrated beyond a doubt-their 
complete dominance of tile waterways between Korea 
and her neighbors to east and west. As soon as that 
iwaiiK clear, trade relations were quickly resumed and to 
ail appear?! nee? are in a nourishing condition. The Japan¬ 
ese quarter in Seoul is simply bursting with excess of 
new imports which is mainly due without doubt to the 
fuel that goods previously ordered and shipped had been 
voi:gcstu:<: in Japanese ports until steamship communi¬ 
cator, should be resumed.. 

A - r./ci hardly say that the war has poured millions 
of money into Korea, most of which has gone into the 
pockets of the poor This cannot be called on unmixed 
blessing lbr it is m the nature of a 'boom* which must 
eventually burst. Korean laborers who had been 
content with the equivalent of twenty so/ a day were 
taken on by thousands at something like ten times that 
figure, and food provided. The Korean temperament, 
as wc all know, is peculiarly susceptible to this sort 
of blandishment and, when away from home, excited by 
what must have Appeared to lie extravagant wages, it 

is all too probable that the surplus found its way with 

great celerity into the coders of the wine merchants. 
But this is the least of the difficulties of the situation, 

iV.r these men must have been more or less demoralized 

I iv the comparative Bolieminnism of the nov situation 
andthev doubtless found it difficult to come back to their 
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twenty sen a day and live rationally again. As for the 
official class, things have been going from bad to worse. 
Their fixed salaries, in Korean currency, have steadily 
lost value with the rise of prices, and although the tem- 
porary enhancement of the value of Korean currency 
postponed the evil day, we see today that, with the fall 
of that currency to something like $2.15 to the yen, their 
troubles are commencing again. 

It is difficult to gauge the sentiment of Korean Of¬ 
ficialdom in respect of this present conflict. The general 
drift of feeling seems to lx in favor of the Japanese, but 
the Korean official is much more likely to ask your 
opinion as to the probabilities of the outcome of the war 
than to express a decided sympathy with either of the 
contestants. In fact, the Korean people come the nearest 
to observing strict neutrality, in this war, of all the 
jwoples not directly concerned. Of course the “Powers" 
are all equally neutral but the “peoples’* are not and, in 
truth, cannot be. Whether it be from financial, moral 
or sentimental considerations, each man who takes an 
intelligent interest in the conflict must inevitably side 
with one party or the other. There is no such thing as 
an equilibrium, Neutrality does not demand this, but 
only that people should refrain from such an expression 
of sympathy, whether by act or word, « will give either 
belligerent definite uid. We do not see how the statement 
recently published can be true, that it is not a break of 
neutrality for private parties to sell, to either belligerent, 
vessels to lx used as transports or supply ships. It 
surely would be entirely opposed to the terms of the 
circular issued to American citizens by the President of 
the United states; or are we to understand that such 
pronouncements are merely academic in their character 
and intended rather to demonstrate the neutrality of 
the government making them than as command? literal¬ 
ly binding or. its subjects? Yes, the Koreans arc very 
reticent about expressing a decided preference cither 
way, but the usual form ikeir questions take is ‘‘Will the 

Russians be down this wav?" to which wo make ihe 

* 

interrogatory reply, “Do you want them to conic*:" .-.tid 

D gi-uce by GOl)glC 


:>iq n*l Turn 

THE 3HIC STATE UNIVERSITY 



202 


THE KOREA REVIEW. 


to tliis question we never receive an unequivocal answer. 
Each man denies that his opinion or his individual pref¬ 
erence is-of an}' weight. This throws a curious light 
upon the effect which political life ill Korea for the past 
four centuries lias had upon the individual. The expres¬ 
sion or political preferences lias so often led to the 
executioner's block that it is a second nature to the 
Korean to refrain sedulously from committing himself to 
a definite policy until he sees which way things are going 
Lo tun* out- Thifc again lends to the interesting t;ue»- 
tion of political leadership in Korea, but this would carry 
us too tar a field to lx: relevant to the present crisis. 

. . . When the oalnee was burned, ns deserib- 

Residence ec 1,1 our l ast 1SiSUC % the Imperial family 
took up its residence in ihe Library build¬ 
ing and other government buildings in the immediate 
vicinity. The order was immediately issued that the 
p:ilncc should he rebuilt and the Bureau of Public Build¬ 
ings forthwith began drawing up the plans for the same. 
But a day or two later the Japanese authorities sug¬ 
gested to Ilis Majesty that it might be well to remove to 
some other of the palaces in Seoul, since his present 
quarters were so circumscribed. The reply given was 
that the matter would be taken into consideration. The 
Bureau estimated that it would take some $9,000,000 
to build the whole palace as it was before, but as this 
was out of the question His Majesty ordered that $300, 
OOO should lxr put down to pay for the construc¬ 


tion of the late Queen’s Tablet House and the Em¬ 
peror’s private apartment, and two others. The car¬ 
penters said they could finish the two most im¬ 
portant buildings in a month and they sen to work to 
accomplish the difficult feat. Again the Japanese au¬ 
thorities, seconded by other representatives, urged that 
Ills Majesty transfer his court to the Chang-dok or 
“Old” Palace. To this an apparent consent was given 
and $70,01)0 were ordered paid for repairs on that palace 
to put it in readiness ior the Imperial residence; but this 
is as far as the matter went. No repairs were actually 
carried out. Meanwhile the rebuilding of the burned 
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palace was pushed with all the haste possible and in ad¬ 
dition to the buildings inside the wall, work was vigor¬ 
ously carried on in putting up telegraph and telephone 
lines in its vicinity. The people generally supposed that 
the plan of removing to the Chung-dok palace would be 
carried out but when they saw that all the actual work 
was being done in and about the burned palace it became 
evident that it was the fixed determination of His 
Majesty to stay where he was until such time as he could 
return to the palace from which he had been driven by 
the fire. This was rendered all the more certain when the 
order was given to put down Yen 40,000 to pipe water 
into the palace from Sara-cli'ung-dong which lies between 
the Kyong-bok and Changed ok Palaces, a distance of 
nearly two miles across the city. This was in order to 
provide a sufficient water supply in case of fire. When 
this fact transpired the Japanese authorities immediately 
took pains to show that this was entirely useless and so 
the plan was dropped. The result of it all is that His 
Majesty lias definitely determined to remain in Chong- 
dong in spite of urgent aclvice to the contrary. Of course 
if certain powerful parties should put the foot down and 
insist upon it the removal would lake place, but it is prob¬ 
able that such compliance would be hardly worth the 
loss of good-will which it would cost. 

Instead, however, of wasting money on the useless 
scheme of the water-works for the palace, the government 
has decided, at the urgent advice of the Japanese, to spend 
$40,000 in repairing the streets of Seoul. It Is surmised 
that most of this money will be spent on the roads inChong- 
dong and vicinity and on those inside the South Gate. 
Of course it is a good thing to repair these roads for they 
have gotten into a shocking condition since they were put 
in good shape nine years ago. but no road can stand the 
wear and tear of these oxcarts whose wheels, without tires, 
grind into the soil and plow it up in spite of everything. 
Nothing less than one of the old Roman roads would 
stand it more than two or three seasons. If the govern¬ 
ment should make a law that no ox cart should enter the 
oitv unless it had iron tires four inches broad tin: who!;- 
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difficulty would be solved. In fact money would be saved 
if the government should give to each cart owner half 
the cost of the tires as a bonus, for then, instead of dig¬ 
ging up the roads, the carts would continually pack them 
harder. A pair of such tires would probably not cost 
more than eight yen and they would add so much to the 
life of the wheel and save the bullocks so much hard work 
that they would probably pay for themselves in six 
months or less. A little money spent ir encouraging the 
can owners to adopt this innovation would bring in 
splendid returns, for it would quadruple the life of the 
road. Otherwise it will be necessary to be forever repair¬ 
ing the roads, and as the carts do almost all the damage 
it would lie possible to provide a fund for road improve¬ 
ment by levying a small tax on every' loaded cart that 
enters the city. A tax of live cents on each loaded cart 
would do much toward keeping the roads in shape. 
That the condition of the roads is a disgrace cannot be 
denied and we trust the Japanese will keep agitating the 
matter until something is done to remedy the difficulty. 

Until the time when the passage of the 
Railroad Yalu became a fait accompli the work on 
Construction. the railway north of Seoul was carried 

on with utmost vigor bat when the Jap¬ 
anese advance into Manchuria was assured this work' 
was prosecuted with tnore moderation. Some people 
said that it had stopped entirely, but this is a mistake. 
The work is going on steadily and it is affirmed that by 
August trains will be running between Seoul and Songdo 
except for the bridge across the Irrrjin River. This is 
twice as far as the distance between Seoul and Chemulpo 
and we fear this estimate is somewhat optimistic, but 
there is no question that the work will be pushed to com¬ 
pletion m a comparatively short time. At the same time 
the work on the Scoul-Fusan railway line is progressing. 
Trains already run more than half way to Kong-ju. 

A foreigner in Wonsan who witnessed the 
Tb« Wonsan whole of the episode:of the sinking of the 
Incident. Govo Mam has sent the following interest¬ 
ing account of what hapijcned in LhetowiL 
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“On the morning of April 28th a Japanese squadron 
pJ twenty-two ships arrived in Wonsan. The following 
day eighteen of them billed away leaving the transport 
Kinshiu with four torpedo-boats behind. Where the 
eighteen went we do not know. On Monday the 25th ul 
7:30 a. m. the transport with 150 soldiers from here sail¬ 
ed for Sungjin, four torpedo boats accompanying her. 
At 11:30 the same morning we sighted three large war- 
vessels and three smaller ones on the horizon. We all 
supposed it was the Japanese fleet returning, but about 
12:15 p. m. two torpedo-boats came into the harbor fly¬ 
ing the Russian flag. Word was at once sent around the 
settlement and a hurried exit of women and children was 
made to places of safety. The Japanese ail leaped to 
their swords, the soldiers i’cll in on the double, and we on 
the hill shot up our British flag and “cleared for action.” 
The Goyo Mara of 360 tons had just come in from Sung- 
jm. Thirty minutes were given her crew to leave the 
ship. In the hurried leave-taking the small boats were 
almost capsized. About one o'clock the torpedo-boat 
drew up and gave her a torpedo about amidships. We 
all watched the performance. 

“What a clay and night we had, expecting even.* minute 
to have the place shelled. Throughout the night every 
pass was guarded and a sharp look-out was kept on all 
the hills. There y as not a woman or child either in 
Wonsan nor in the Japanese settlement. The whole place 
was shrouded in. darkness; no lights were allowed. 

“The question then arose w hat became of the trans¬ 
port and the four torpedo-boats that had left a little 
over two hours before the Russian squadron hove in 
sight, and where was the Japanese fleet ? Some thought 
they had gone to Vladivostock but on Tuesday the 25th 
we saw them all returning from the south, eighteen in 
all. This was about 11 a. m. About 2 p. m. we saw the 
four torpedo-boats returning from Sung-jin but no trans¬ 
port. The evening before, the weather was bad outside 
and the lour torpedo-boats put into tile harbor of Cha*ho 
for shelter. The people on the transport tliouglii they 
could come into Wonsan all right, so in a few minutes 
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{liter leaving the torpedo-boats she ran into the arms of 
the Russians that had been in lu see us. In brief.the Rus¬ 
sians sunk her. am: forty-five soldiers and nine of the 
ernv were ail that were saved. They landed at Sin-po 
oft I'uk-chan. A small steamer was sent for them last, 
night (27th) and as yet she has not returned, so we have 
no particulars. The Japanese squadron is up north or 
at least sailed in that direction. We feel sure the Russian 
ships were coming in on Monday night. We saw lights 
of some ships coming ir. and prepared for the worst. 
What a time we had. getting all the women and children 
i ml of range of the guns: for the hill lies right between 
the Japanese settlement and the ships. Our fears were 
false, for it turned out to be a Japanese steamer in from 
the north aud iusi how she missed the Russian boats wc 
do not know unless it was the heavy log and mist that 
saved her. One other Japanese coaster, if she has not 
made Fusan, is missing." 

Another eyewitness of the Wonsan incident has sent 
the following account which gives some more interesting 
particulars. 

"On Friday the 22nd a Japanese squadron composed 
of twenty fighting ships and two transports came into 
the harbor, remaining until noon on Saturday. Four 
torpedo-boats and one of the transports were left behind. 
These left Momlav morning about six o'clock. At about 
ten o'clock I was at tlie house-site looking after some 
work there, and seeing a merchant vessel in the harbor 
went down to inquire about the mail. 1 also called at 
the office of the Commissioner of Customs. He remarked 
as I entered that two torpedo-boats had just come into 
the harbor. Both of us supposed that for some reason 
two of the Japanese flotilla which had left only a few 
hours before were returning, and wc gave the matter no 
more thought. In a few moments, however, one of the 
Customs staff, who had been looking at the boats with 
a glass, came to the door and reported that they were 
flying the Russian flag. By this time the boats were near 
the Japanese merchant vessel, the Goto Maru. The Com¬ 
missioner began to look .alter getting the Customs books 
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to a place of safety and I went to his house to inform his 
wue of the situation and see that the flag was raised. My 
path was along the shore within a very short distance of 
the boats, I could hear the commands but of course 
could not understand what was said. Tt proved to Ke an 
order for all to leave the ship, as she was to be sunk in 
hali an hour. This was really more time than was 
needed as the passengers and crew swung off the stern 
of the vessel into the life-boat, rather than go down the 
gang-way. They had all safely landed and I had returned 

to the custom-house before the torpedo was fired. The 
•noise was not great hut the steam and water thrown in¬ 
to the air were rather impressive. The vessel sank rapidly 
unt-.l her stem was under water, after which she sank 
rather slowly. I went out with Mr. \\-to get a pic¬ 

ture of her prow which remained above water for a long 
time. Meanwhile, the Russiau cruisers and small boats 
had come up behind an island just at the mouth of the 
harbor. We expected them to come in and bombard the 
town at any moment. The Japanese Consul ordered all 
the Japanese citizens to leave at once. This they did, as 
also did many of the Koreans from the native town. 
They swarmed to the neighboring villages where they 
remained till the next day, when the Japanese boats 
returned. 

“The general impression, as the Russian boats steamed 
away without entering the harbor, was that they would 
return at night and bombard tiie town. 1 could see no 
reason, however, why anight attack would have any 
advantage over an attack by day and I believed then the 
incident was closed. 1 went to lied early and slept 
unusually well.” 


Note on Hai-ju. 

Mr. S- and 1 recently held a class for ten days in 

Hai-ju and in our rambles about the old town came 
upon a few things which suggested these notes, just 
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outside the South Gate stands a monument enclosed in a 
neat little—house is not the word I want, lor it is too 
pretentious. “Sheri” will not do for it is not sufficiently 
dignified, and although it looks more like a shrine than 
anything else, “shrine*' would not answer as it is not a 
place of worship, so 1 will just dub it a building erected 
after the approved pattern, with slats in front so that 
the passer-hy may read the inscription chiselled in Chin¬ 
ese characters upon the granite shaft which is about 
eight feet high Lv two in breadth. The inscription states 
that the city of Hai-ju was built in the Third year of 
Q which was the 24ih year of Emperor 

of China, that is a little over 500 years ago. The city 
was moved to its present site in the time of Se-io Ta- 
wnng who reigned 437 veara ago. The name 

of the governor who built the present city was Yi Ch’fln- 
po. The words Yi Ch'un-pc mean in the vernacular 
2.000 paces and it is said that the wall was so built as 
to measure 2,000 paces round, but the monument states 
the distance is 2,000 paces. The wall is built like other 
city walls of the orient being about twenty feet high and 
broad enough on top for half a dozen persons to walk 
abreast. Viewed from the top of the wall one would 
judge that the number of the houses outside the 
walls is about the same as the number inside. There arc 
supposed to ho a bout 3,000 houses and the population is 
estimated at about 20 , 000 , as many of the houses art 
large. The officials report only 041 houses in their 
tabulation which serves as a basis for taxation. Some 
say that 3,000 houses ore taxed and that the officials cat 
the tax on 2.050 and send the balance to Seoul but 
others, better informed, report that this is not so 
but the tax due on the Oil houses is divided among the 
3,000, making the tax very light. While on the subject 
of taxes it is in order to say that the Korean people 
certainly have no reason to complain about being bur¬ 
dened, as six Korean dollars will pay the taxes on the 
house and land of a farmer owning enough land to yield 
a comfortable support for an ordinary family. The city 
lies 10 It from the sea and the reason given for not buitd- 
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ih.C on the sea shore is that although many advantages 
would accrue to the citizens by so doing, pirates are so 
numerous and their incursions so much dreaded thaii. 
is considered test to forego the delights of sea bathing 
and boating as well as the more substantial commercial 
flu vantages of a sea port town. A beautiful stream runs 
past the city and it is noticeable that whereas in America 
its banks would be lined with houses, only occasion¬ 
al huts are found near the stream, which flows over a 
very rocky bed. This stream suggests one of Henry Van 
Dyke’s little rivers as it rushes tumultuously along 
“singing always the same song, and that the favorite.” In 
America you would expect to find trout in such a stream 
in the pools below the numerous waterfalls but there are 
only a very few small fish, a Hi tic larger than minnows. 
1 hey are characterized by that “never get in a hurry air 
which so permeates Korea that one is i:tu suqiriscd to 
see it even in the fish. Instead of scuttling away when ve 
threw a stone into the pool they tv.mo swimming up to 
see what it was and their ideas of the proper way u> 
enjoy life suggested the slow-going oriental in his flowing 
robes. There are several pagodas near the city but no 
one was able to tell me the date of their erection. The 
consensus of opinion however seems to be that they 
were built at the time of Bhuddism’s invasion of the 
country and it is evident that thev are of man v years 
standing, from the fact that the diameters chiselled on 
them have been obliterated by wind ami weather except 
those at the top which are protected by the broad eaves. 
We were Told bv several residents that the site of the 
present city was formerly taken up by Biv.iddist temples, 
which were removed at the time the city was founded. 
Ten li from the present site is a temple said to be more 
than 500 years old. We only heard of this temple 
the evening before we came away and s:> were unable 
to visit it. Besides this then is another building said 
to have been erected by the Bhuddist priests in the long 
ago to be used as a granary. It is only a few minutes 
walk from the west gate and is near the stream. It is 
ninety feet long, fifteen feet wide and eighteen feet high. 
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Viewed from a distance it resembles a huge grave.as it 
is covered with earth and overgrown with grass. It is 
lined with stone and the roof is supported by twelve 
stone arches the stones in these arches being about three 
by one and a half, by one and a fourth feet, laid hori¬ 
zontally edge to edge. Huge slabs of stone, eight feet 
long by about two feet wide stretch from one arch to 
the other constituting the ceiling and the roof. It is 
the only roof I have seen supported without timbers. 
This building has been used for some time by the city 
officials as an ice house and is well adapted to such use 
being very cool inside. Such a building is made possible 
at Hai-ju by the abundance of stone found there. No 
one can visit the city without being impressed by its 
rocky character. Tine re are stones everywhere, of all 
sizes and shapes. Some of the cit\- streets are bounded 
by stone walls six feet high and the walls around man}' 
of the houses are simply stones piled tip without mor¬ 
tar or even mud filling. Not far from the giant cave 
is a shrine called Chvung-sung-inyo or the* Shrine of the 
Patriots. The inscription on the monument before 
it states that it was erected in the 60th year of the Mings 
or about 4-75 years ago by the gentry of Hai-ju in 
memory of two men named respectively Pak Ki and Suk 
Choc. These men lived about 1122 B. C. and were con¬ 
temporaries of Samson. They were Chinese noblemen 
who refused to be comforted when Mu Wang came and 
took the throne from their soverign. The story’ nine that 
they went away to a mountain called Su Yang and there 
alter living fora time on the plant known as jL>«f or 
bracken, i. e. ptcris aquilhta. died of grief and starvation. 
Some years ago the emperor of China sent an 
envoy to inquire if there was a mountain in Korea called 
Su Yang and if so whether n shrine had been erected 
there to the memory of these patriots. The King hearing, 
that a negative reply would provoke the Imperial displea¬ 
sure replied that there was such a mountain and that 
such a shrine had been erected, giving orders at the same 
time that it lx.* built at once. At that time a Mr. Ko was 
the owner of this mountain and his ancestors had been 
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buried there for mam- generations so the King gave him 
another mountain in exchange, the present “Nam San.” 
whither he removed the remains of his-ancestors. The 
shrine of the Patriots is built on a beautiful spot on the 
Slope of Su Yang mountain overlooking the city. On 
ejther side is a noble tree of the variety known as “neutti” 
or Sophora Japonica. These trees are said to have been 
planted at the time the shrine was erected and after four 
centuries they have attained a girth of thirteen feei four 
inches. This is said to be the hardest wood found in 
Korea and is used for making cart wheels. A felloe 
seven inches thick will last two years, it is said, even 
when used constantly on stonv roads. Inside the shrine 

•* w 

arc the tablets made just like those found in the Con- 
fucian temples and on the tablet are inscribed the names 
of the patriots with the posthumous titles conferred by 
the Emperor of China. Before these tablets sacrifices 
are offered twice per year, iu the Spring and Fall, when 
raw meat, uncooked rice, fruit, nuts and liquor is 
offered. Looking at the matter from one view-point it 
seems rather disrespectful to offer food which is not 
edible, axtd the custom of offering cooked food as is com¬ 
mon in ancestral worship would seem more sensible and 
more respectful, but the Koreans explain their custom by 
saying that it would never do to offer to the shades of 
those so illustrious the same food offered to ordinary 
mortals, 
flai-ju, May 3rd 

S. F. Moore. 


War Anecdotes. 


Map Making, 


The story is told of a Japanese whe. 

lived ir. Ptisan for many years prior to 

the great, invasion of 1592, lie acquired the Korean 

language so perfectly that no one would suspect his 

nationality. Dressed as a Korean Buddhist monk he 
•• 

wandered all over the country. Finally he came to fby 
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Chin-gwan monaster)’ outside the Northwest Gate of 
Seoul anil there took up his quarters for a time. Now in 
those days the monasteries had the best maps in all 
Korea because the monks needed them in their begging 
expeditions about the country. This Japanese also was 
an expert map maker and in his rambles about the 
neighborhood he came upon a place on the great Peking 
road between Kovang and P'aju which he saw would be 
a most important strategical point in case of war. He 
immediately set to work to make a very complete map 
of the whole district blit, curiously enough, he left out 
of it all mention or notice of this important point which 
was situated near the village of Pyuk-cbe-gwan. The 
monks at the monastery were astonished and delighted 
with the uni)) which wan the most perfect they hail ever 
seen and they cherished it as a precious heirloom. The 
monk disappeared, but a few years later the invasion 
look place. The Japanese, at first successful, were at 
last forced to retreat from Pveng-vang before the great 
Chinese general Yi Yu-song. They came streaming south 
ill disorder bul after crossing the Imjin river they enjoyed 
a little respite, because the Chinese general refused to 
take his army across it unless the Koreans would build a 
bridge. The latter, enraged at seeing the hated Japanese 
escape, went to work and built a suspension bridge, the 
first one of its size probably that was ever built, and the 
Chinese army of over 20,000 men crossed it and resumed 
the chase. The vanguard came to the vicinity of the 
Chin-<r\van monastery and there demanded to see what 
maps they had. The fine map wax brought out and the 
Chinese made a careful copy of it which they placed 
in the hands of Gen. Yi Yii-song. The Chinese army, re¬ 
lying on this map. pushed forward with confidence but 
at the critical point they were surprised by the Japanese 
who lay in ambush and were driven lack with terrible 
loss. The brother of (kn, Yi Yu-song fell in this encoun¬ 
ter. 1 1 was found that this important location bad been 
left blank on the map. and Gen. Yi sent for the monks of 
Chin-gwan monastery. He questioned them closely about 
the man who had made the map and cleverly decided, 
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from several circumstances, that the man must have 
beta a Japanese anil that he had left the map imperfect 
on purpose to embarrass an enemy at some future 
date. 

This was long centuries ago, but a story is current 
among the Koreans that a few years ago a Japanese in 
Peking conversant both with the Chinese and French 
languages, disguised himself as a Chinaman and cul¬ 
tivated the friendship of a Russian cartographer who 
had been sent to secure a detailed map of Manchuria, 
lie joined the Russian in his work and acted as his secre¬ 
tary or helper and was so skillful with his pen that the 
Russian entrusted the delicate work of drawing the map 
to him. As a result the Japanese secured for himself a 
very perfect map while the copy which lie prepared for the 
Russian was purposely filled with most perplexing inac¬ 
curacies, but so cleverly concealed as to escape anv but 
the most critical examination. This map was published 
anil put in the hands of the Russian officers, hut since the 
war broke out it has been found that the most curious 
mistakes are made as to routes and distances. The Rus¬ 
sian who was supposed to have made it underwent a 
strict examination in the course of which he confessed 
that he had delegated most of the work to a Chinaman 
in his company. At about the same time a Japanese 
spy was caught and on his person was found a map 
which was so nearly identical with the "doctored'' map 
that the secret was out. Tte Russian was thrown into 
prison and desperate efforts were made to make a new 
and correct map before the necessary movement of troops 
but it caused a deal of serious trouble and delay. \Yc 
do not at all vouch for the historicity of these stories but 
we do not doubt that things stranger than this have oc¬ 
curred. 

Early in April a force of Russian cavalry, 
The Russian probably ignorant as yet of the Japanese 
Dash at Anju. victory at the Vain, crossed that river 

opposite Kang-gye and pushed south by 
way of Chang-jin. Yung-win sue! Tsik-eb'iin ami mi the 
10th appeared before Anju or. the opposite bank of the 
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rivcr at 7.50 a. m This company consisted of some 200 

cavalry ami were Opposed by something over fifty Japanese 

who formed the gamson of Aniu. A skirmish took place 

which lasted from one o'clock till seven in the afternoon. 

Four Japanese wen* killed and si* were wounded. The 

Russians suffered some twenty casualties but how manv 

m * 

were actually killed is not definitely known. That night 

the Russians retired. The Japanese captured one Russian 

small officer and from papers or. his person discovered 

that he belonged to a body of some 500 cavalry- The 

Russians cut the telegraph lines before retiring. It was 

Sound out later that a considerable force of Russians 

numbering something over 2,300 were lying at Cnsan 

bu: the Japanese made no attempt to dislodge them, 

The telegraphic communication was reestablished on the 

11 th at nine a. M. 

On the 19th inst. the Russian force 
The Russians burn on the eastern coast came south 

the Ham-heung as far as Ham-heung and entered 

Bridge. the wall They had a two hours 

fight with the Pvengyang soldiers 
stationed there, during which time one Korean soldier 
was killed and one Russian severely wounded. The next 
morning the Russians went outside the West gate and 
fired some 300 of the people's houses, and destroyed three 
telegraph poles. They also set fire to the celebrated 
Man-se-kyoor “Ten-thousand Year Bridge." This bridge 
is said to be 300 kcni long or nearly hall a mile. Four¬ 
teen ka» of the bridge were destroyed. After thi6 the 

Russians retired to Chang-jin. 

On the first of May the battle at the Yalu 
The Battle of was not the only one that was fought. 

Kang-gye. Another one was taking place in the 

town of Kaiig-gvc between Russian 
soldiers and Korean ligcr-hunters. Some days before 
this. 400 Russians had crossed the Yalu at Chosan and 
had marched to Kang-gye. There they lookup their quar¬ 
ters and began to treat the people badly. They seized 
their grain and horses, violated women and committed 
other excesses, until the people could stand it no longer. 
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So the prefect, Kim Chi-ok, summoned some 200 Korean 
soldiers enlisted from the tiger-hunters and attacked the 
Russians. Six; Russians were killed; The people rose in 
revolt and aided the 200 soldiers and the Russians 
found the place too hot for them; so they dropped such 
part of their booty as they could not easily carry and de¬ 
camped. 


Fifteen Years Among the Top-knots. 


Fifteen )cars Among the Top-knots; by Mrs. Lillian 
Horton TInderwooti, M.IX Published by The American 

Tract Society, Xew York, U. S. A. $1.50 net. 

We have had the pleasure of examining this new book 
on Korea and we found it all that was to have been ex¬ 
pected from the long residence of the author in Korea, her 
intimate and sy mpathetic acquaintance with Koreans of 
the highest and lowest classes as well as those of the 
middle class, and her well known literary taste. It is a 
book not only about the Koreans but/e?' them, in the sense 
that from an inside standpoint the author has successful¬ 
ly attempted to reveal the genuine Korean in a way to 
make us think of him as a fellow-being rather than as an 
oriental curiosity. Wc congratulate the author upon 
haring adopted the style ol personal narrative, for by so 
doing she has given us not a book of generalities about 
tire Korean burn carefully arranged series of particular 
incidents which came under her own observation. This 
gives the book the same weight and authority which at¬ 
taches to the evidence of a witness in court who has 
sworn to tell the truth, the whole truth ami nothing but 
the truth. 

It is with great satisfaction that wc sec a steady 
though slow growth of a literature or, Korea written 
by people who have lived here long enough to have 
renounced the. desire to say something startling about a 
nation whose characteristics and attainments are no: 


li-cU by Got )gle 


Cral-wlfron 

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 



216 


THE KOREA REVIEW. 


oil the dramatic order. This book is a notable addition 
to the list and we recommend it without reserve to any¬ 
one who wants to know the facts about Korea. 

News Calendar. 

With the resignation of Yi Kemi-ho, brother of Yi Keun lik. from 
the Governorship ol Kvung-gni! Province the lasl semblance of the Yi 
Keuii'tik rt-g ; :ne disappeared. 

There teemc to he some difficulty M-.:l about the (»overtiment of 
the coolies in Mokpo. There are three sources o( authority cache* which 
claims the n«h: co control the coolies. namely the Superintendent of 
Trade 1 be Customs. and the T« -a;ig Compauy which is a sort of guild 
wlm-e president is <<ne vJnin Sn-yur. At present the Customs have charge 
of the cool.es "nit tlie 7i-s.»ng Ounpany ha- been appealing to the Foreign 
Office to secure control ■>! the matter. It would seem by far the heal 
policy to let ttc Customs Lave charge of the whole business as it would 
then be carried on m a mdlaai manner. 

Thu introduction of the opium habit into Korea threatens to become 
a gtiixe matte: ! lic bold that it :s getting upon the Koreans is very 
strong and -.f.-tngeut measures ought lo be adopted for its suppression. 
On April i’lli some ]iolU:enu*n raided an opium deti in the center of 
Seoul in <»r ic: to arrest some Koreans who were known to be breaking 
the law. but the Chinese forcibly opposed them and a fight ensued ia 
which th< police Were success ini. arresting several offenders and .edging 
them in ju:l. Tltc policemen were highly complimented and rewarded 
bi - their Chief Nonce wa> sent to the Chinese legation requesting that 
the C.Ur.ietr authorities lake jteps to abate the nuisance and stating 
that sharp ami decisive measures would be adopted hv the police in 
dealing with the matter. The Halite papers comment facetiously upon 
the sorry plight of the peddlars guild and suggest that their clubs be 
cut up iuiu lire word. 

About April ••bib Civ police departraect issued an important order, 
namely tliul the Jchu montit or Seoul reside in s separate district in the 
town and n*a be faltered all over the city. in other words it 01 .lered 
the establishment of something corresponding tochc Japanese Yoshiwara. 
Tilt Vicinity dr signaled is Swlcng. 

A Korean living outside the Sout'i (late offered to sell to a Japan¬ 
ese <Soo blank .nickels. The oiler was apparently accepted but someone 
else who was in the secret divulged it to the police and the Korean 
was arrested. 

The difficulties that have arisen between the Seoul Elcctri’ Com¬ 
pany and the His Majesty the Emperor relative to the mortgage on the 
electric rood Lave been settled by a new arrangement whereby the Hi® 
Majesty is to pay Yen 750,000 uid the two parlies assume equal joint 
puitnership in Ibe business. 
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Kang Sfik-bo, who has Seen for many years the head eunuch in 
tii" palace and who has exercised far greater p.mer tlan many people 
suppose, hus been seat to the country iq disgrace because of his strong 
affinity for Russia and Russian interests in Korea. 

The Korean Government gave Consent to the Japanese proposition 
of rotting timber along the rmd to J’ycng-yanp to fumich poleu for a 
supplementary telegraph line. 

A few days ago a lamp in the Central Prison, Seoul, smoked and 
the chimney was blackened, bat strangely enough tbc lamp-biack 
formed the exact picture of 0 man. down to the finest details. SO the 
story runs. The jailer was deeply impressed with this inexplicable 
phcuiouenoo and averted that it foretold .some form of good luck to the 
prisoners. There is a small shrine i‘J connection with the jail and 
offerings were instantly made before il. 

The estimated revenue for .904 is £14,214,537, and the expenditure 
*14.314, 29S. leaving a sorpuls of £275- The Imperiul household will 
receive from this anu>uiit Si.013,359 ; the War Department will receive 
£4,675,231 of which £45:,605 will go to the Navy. The revenue this year 
is estimated to be £3.443.45S in excess of that of last year. 

The Tongbuk dement in the north has taken full advantage of 
the state of unrest to commit excesses in many places. The people 
have been as much disturbed by them as by the operations ol the war. 
In many districts house? hove been deserted in great numbers ami 
frightful suffering tab been endured because o: these conscienceless 
brutes. 

*Yi To-jE resigned the Ministry of Home Affairs on .May 3rd anj 
was succeeded by Yi Yong-f 4 . ** . 

A Korean named Kim Yun-iung went to America several years ago 
with hit *otj uad ;ei to work to obtain an education. Ilfc had no 
money to start in with hut his tireless energy found a way aud at last 
he graduated from coJit > r - The attention of the Korean government 
was called to this man by the American authorities and as a result he 
has been appointee, Secretary of the Korean Legation in Washington. 

When the news of the Japanese victory at the Yalu was teceived ir. 
Seoul, Yun L'ng-yOl me Minister of War weet 10 the Japanese Legation 
and congratulated the Japanese Minuter upon this important event. 

The Police Department has interfered to keep down the price of 
shoes in Seoul. The price for (1 good pair had gone up to the 
phenomenal figure of JO.ooo cash ur £4.00 . the Department ordered 
that ordinary shoes le sold for £1.60 and the best ones ior £2,40. The 
wet-weather shoes were allowed twenty cents more. As the shoe 
business- is no lor.gei a monopoly in Seoul »r do not see how the gov- 
ernne-t can regulate the price. 

The Japanese people in Korea have urged that the following 
places be thrown open for foreign residence. In Hanvgyung Province. 
Ham-hcung. Ky&ng-s 5 ng : in Kang.wfin Province. Wan-ju. Kim-sung; 
in Kyoug-sang Province. Taiku. Cbin-ju. Mi-rywig. Ye-ch'un ; in 
Chuila. Province Cbun-ju. Na-ju. Nsm-pydny. Kwaug-ju. iu Cb'uiig- 
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<b*un(* Province, Knnq ;n, Pn-yu, Chong-ju ; in Kyung-geni Province, 
Su-wfin. Song-do: in Whang-hS Province, Ha-jn. Wbang-ju ; in P'yOng- 
an Province. An-iu. 

On May ?>th the Japanese htld a great festival in honor of the 
YVi-ju victories. The mam sceae of the festivities was the ground? of 
llie Char.£-d'»k Palace. The streets were alive that night with 
leaving ‘.uuterus and crowds in high spirits. All the Korean Ministers 
ol State participated i" rHe rewmies at the "Olfl Palace" grounds. 

On May jib forty more Koreans started :or Hawaii to engage in 
work on the sugar plantations. 

The Government has remitted the taxes on the fields which Ko- 
icuus have surrendered to the Seoul Fos.»n K. R. Co. outside the South 
Cate. 

On the 10th ic;t forty-one mm and four boys started for Honolulu' 
u> engage sn work. 

Vi Kaog-bo has submitted to the Privy Council a scheme for a 
system Of common schools for Korea. Il proposes one primary school 
fur each or .too houses in Seoul ibe transformation of all the pre¬ 
sent common schools into intermediate schools r compulsory attendance 
from the eighth year ; a revision of the curriculum. ; the appointment ol 
sclio.'i trustees frou; eucb ward to nutUiige the affairs of the school in 
their respective districts, the listing of the residents of each ci 6 trict 
into live grades according to uu’r.ci&l standing of each, for -.ne purpose 
n proportional school taxation ; the limiting of the monthly expenses 
of each school to $50 • books to Lis provided by tbe .Educational Depart¬ 
ment : the collection of ten rime* the maximum tax from atlv man who 
employs private tutors for hi.- children ; t'ne collection of dev.’-’' tax 
i:\ni t'no^e who keep their eons out of school to work ; the setting 
aside ol special school lands in toe country tor the support of ontotrv 
schools ; the change nr the present country schools into intermediate 
schools : a .iimnttl in spool ion of oil country schools by the Provincial 
Ooiemorv. 

Ou tire i<itb of April a Russina force appeared at Chosan on the 
Vale about '■<.« //above Wiji; and took possession of all arms stored 
there by tae Korean Government for use by the Border Guard, and 
then ihev retired into .Manchuria. 

On May mtli the Emperor pat forth ao edict culling attention to 
the unsatisfactory condition of the government and uring the fol¬ 
lowing language: 

We have often urged the officials to greater diligence 
in the performance of their duties but to no avail and so 
the government business has been postponed and ob¬ 
structed and the laws of the land are in abeyance. We 
recognize the limitations of our own virtue and yet on 
what .(grounds can you venture to disregard the plain 
demands of duty ? Our express commands are treated 


hy GOOgle 


Cr tinal ten 

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 



NEWS CALENDAR. 


239 


merely as literary productions, to be read indeed but not 
to be acted upon and to us a condition of things has arisen 
which calls for stem censure. What is now needed is that 
you should awake from your lethargy and take our 
words to heart, not overcome with shame at our rebuke 
but stimulated to renewed activity thereby. 

When the officials received th;« expression of Imperial displeasure 
an instant and uuiversai murmur of contrition went up from them and 
memorial after memorial v*as presented expressing inability to perform 
the functions of office with acceptability and craving leave to resign. 
The emperor consented to this oniy ic the case o i the Home Minister 
whose vacated place was filled by Yi Ycng-ta at favorite of Lady Om. 
A nr. everything went on as before 

The Chinese .Minister asks the removal of the prefect of Xan-do, an 
island in the Tomer. River on the groued that he does .not treat the 
Chinese r«aidcnts oi that island properly. it was long in dispute 
whether the island belonged to China or Korea and so Chinese 
continued to live on it even after the Ussuri district was ceded to Russia- 

The Korean Minister to Pekiuj urges that KoreaD consuls be placed 
in Tientsin, Taku and Peking. 

The government has at last put down the money to pay the return* 
injj expenses of the Korean Minister to Russia and be will shortly start 
from that post. 

Two of the buildings erected by the Russian Timber Company at 
Yongampo have l»eeii *• accidentally 11 destroyed by fire. 

It is said that a Japanese Language School established by a wealthy 
Korean in Chbng-jn. Cb'ung-ch'Qug Province is in » flourishing condi¬ 
tion. A Japanese leather is employed and the students number fortv. 

Rev. Mr. Honda the well-known Methodist college president in To¬ 
kyo has recently come to Seoul to leak into the matter of Christian work 
among the Japanese ic this city. H< is accompanied by Rev.II .Kibara of 
the Methodist Church who will remain to carrv oti the work. 

Tnfc Congregation** Church in Japan may &Uu i QtrnH a man to carry 

on a similar work. They will be heartily welcomed hy those who realize 
wfcat a oread and promising field oi Christian work there is among the 
Japanese of Seoul Btid Chemulpo 

On May z.sth Mr. and Mrs. Miniash) gave a garden party at the Jat>- 
anese Consulate. The day was it dflighlfcl one and the company came 
picpoittl to enjoy a most pleasant hour on the fine town behind the 
Consulate building. A cozy pavilion had been erected beneath which 
the table mu Spread. 

On May 19th the German Minister Herr von Saldera gave a large 
lawn party ut the legation. A numerous and brilliant company Were 
present including many officers irons the German war-vessel at Chemul¬ 
po. The guests were entertained with music by the band from the 
ship. A very successful photograph was secured which will be a lasting 
Owneoto of * very pleasant afternoon. 
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A Lout \lic Kt.li in at tlic jdp*iic&c Minister comxnunioatCQ witli tbc 
Foreign Office: rccfaroiu# tliL retril Oi repaint)# tUe street* aad the 
rirsdzmgc sysieri; of Stcu]. Thc<lifiemii points were at- follows: 

ll) Tiie njaios sboulc all Ij* cl earn! of obstruct! onfi *o that watet 
CAti flow freely through them. 

!2i Ab ^ar’;^e anr rciuRc should be removed without the wall. 

13» A 3 ' barracks for Korean or Japauest soldiers should be cleaned 

<iud uil dra^iis with;:! a distance ui sixty ian *,.150 feet) should be care¬ 
ful 1 v rewired. 

9 4 

4 /. Puhlic latrine* should!»e constructed at many points in the 
4T.ry for the use of the pepie. 

'■< The removal of nighl-soilfroni the city should be regulated 
inti earned out uncle: the surveillance of the police. 

61 F.very house should be compelled to use lure to disinfect 

the Cesspools. 

ir. all but the last of these points the Japanese and Korean 
anr.horities will share the expend, at least this if the proposition of the 
Japanese author.tic*. It nrecti that the llimie Office or the Police 
Bureau should take the tvoifc in hand aided by the Jupauese Consul 
and tbc gendarmes. It has seen decided to specie $40,000 on this wort 
and it was linger, on the 27th nisi. 

Od May jit when the Japanese Minister had audience with His 
Majestj the latter asked u.l about the Japanese victories in the ninth 
and expressed satisfaction at the result 

Vi C'n-yor^. the envoy to Japan. left Tokyo on the 5th and arrived 

in Seoui on the ifttb. 

On May 1-6 the third son of the German Emperor. Prince Adalbert, 
made a visit V: Seoul inCt/‘ini!e He is nineteen years old and at officer 
m the Get imrli Nt-vy He was accompanied by some officers from the 
German war-vessel Grier. V\> ntideistand that His Majesty tos dis¬ 
appointed »t not meetin*: the Prince but under the circumstances the 
German authorities did tint deem it advisable to arrange an audience. 

On the );;th inst quite an exodus of foreigners from Korea took 
place. Seventeen residents of Seoul. Pyongyang. Sun-chuu. Chun-ju 
etc. mHuniitg several children, soiled for America by the Dnirei M~n» 
-n excellent litlie boat of the Osaka Shoscn line. The party consisted 
of Mrs Ross and two children Mr. and Mrs. Donhain and child, Miss 
I>r. Jiigold. Miss Best. Rev. and Mrs. Noble and three children, Lera 
and Lawrence Anson anti Helen Hulbert. Most of them are intending 
10 catrh the “Korea” sailing from Yokohama on June- <st. Mrs. 
Campbell ui&o ien Seoul on me c.jtu lust, tor Shanghai, and from 
there she wiJ. go to America v.7/1 Europe. 

Wr are given definite!? to under stand that Rev and Mrs. Bunker 
and Hr. and Mrs Scranton. Mrs. Scran ion Sr and Miss Augusta are to 
come to Korea either this Summer or early in the Autumn. Miss 
Augusta Scranton has been engaged to teach the Foreign Childrens’ 
School in Seoul. 

The japuuese Miuisle: has ex leaded thunks to the Korean aathuri- 
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tics f*>: the courtesy allown by the prefect of Quel purl to some Japanese 
who were wrecked on that island recently. 

Ill Tuk-Bum, on the river, a child was seen forcing his way through 
the wattle fence ahout a house. He was seized but sonic of tlnwesidcnts 
of ’he town pitied the child and argued that he was probably only try¬ 
ing to get into his own home, since no one would o|eil the gate for 
him. When the child was examined, however, it was discovered that he 
was the tool o; a powerful gang of robbers. Through information sup¬ 
plied by the boy n miciber oi important Hrrests were nude. 

The Russian Minister in Peking cautioned the Korean Minister 
there that all Korean vessels should be careful to flv the Korean flag for 
otherwise they might fie taken for Japanese boats and suflei damage ul 
the hands 02 the Rustans. 

The Emperor scui a gift of Yen :oa to each of the foreign Legations 
whose guards assisted at the time of the Palace lire. The Italian Min¬ 
ister presented the money to Dr. Arison to be ubed towards founding n 
Pasteur Institute. 

Miu Ti-aik, the son of Miu Yoilg-jilli, was arrested fo: gambling in 
a disreputable dive ic An-dong and fz.ooo were seized. He was detain¬ 
ed for two days in durance vile 

In pursuance of ihe order that tio soldier should pawn his uniform 
or accoutrements, a scldier was sentenced to one year 12 the chain-gang 
for hypothecating his clothes for sixty cents and investing the same 111 
the contents of the flowing bowl. 

I'Or the past few years it has been customary for prefects to pay 
their own traveling expenses in going down to their posts but because 
of the tronble in the north and the need of quick despatch the Govern¬ 
ment has decided to cover these expenses- 

The people of Evotip-fiftng near the Tuman River have beer, having 
a hard time at the hands of the Russians if the statement* of the native 
press are to be credited It is stated the people have beer forced to 
furnish food for niau and horse without receiving anr equivalent and 
that the people have been !>catcn aud driven out SO that a majority of 
the houses within the wall are empty. 

Tbc ton’ll uf Mii ttiJi oi) tbc uppf* Tuman ha.*. suffered at 

the hands of Chinese raiders and Russuu Cossacks Three hundred of 
the houses have beer, burned and robbery has been the order of the day. 

The notes of the Dai Ichi Ginko are u success ft* appears from the 
fact that up to the end of March the amount put in circulation was Yen 

The exam:nation for graduation from tl»e Imperial Middle School 
began on the 12th inst. There are twenty candidates tor graduation. 

Heretofore each of the schools has been accustomed to compose a 
national song for it* own use but as these seldom agreed with the proper 
Canons of literature us held by poetical experts in Korea, the Education¬ 
al Department has provided u national song which is to l-e substituted 
for these various songs. It runs as fallows "May the bupreii.e Kiriec 
help the Emperor ; and uiay his blessed liie be peaceful. May bless.ng* 
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re '.n.tr. wi-ienn:* mountain high. May his dignity and pcwer be re* 
'loa ned throughout the world and nun his felicitv not wane for a thou¬ 
sand—nay. ten-tliousnari years. May the Supreme Ruler help the 
Emperor " 

On Saturday evening the ’Mb iiisl. the men of the British Legation 
• 'iiiu:d j>a\e an entertainment at the barracks. Tt was largely attended 
and proved a distinct success It was given to celebrate the third 
anniversary of else commission] ig o: the CrcSiy. The concert was made 
up or musical and other selections both by the marines and by residents 
"1 Seoul. Specially noteworthy was the exhibition of a niarveions in¬ 
vention. called, a “spoilt*>ph«-tie.” by "Professor" Dehihry, which 
!:rou:;'nT Howu i‘nc house The men >irc to be congratulated or. the po& 
"ii hi <if itincli xnusica. unn histrionic talent within their own ranks, 

A Korean 1ms just arrived in Seoul Front \Yiju where he together 
with a crowd of other Koreans, witnessed the Kittle from an elevation 
behind that town. He brings many interesting particulars of the fight, 
hut as he conies at the moment of our going to press w'e are obliged to 
leave this matter over until mu' next issue 

Vun Euiig-vul reigned ibe position of Imperial Treasurer antT Pak 
Che>hor.g took his place 

The Japanese have seized and taken Yi Kvang-jik, the prefect 
of Yorg-chnn. ir> \ntung and jrc calling him to account tor alleged 
aid which be gave l>» the Russians. 

The Seoul Pusan R. R Co have consented tn make a detour around 
the preferttira! town «»: Yong-dotig instead ol going through it. 

The Korean government bus about decided to grant the Japanese 
request for fishing rights along the whole western coast of Korea. 

Twehe Kmeans have been lecently gruduated from the private 

Japanese school called the Kyuag-sutig Ilax-kyo. 

The Emperor has commanded that the record of attendance of of¬ 
ficial' a; their various posts bi. stm -.tt for hir! inspection every day. 

Mm V'.-ng-whaii has reigned the portfolio of education and Yi 
Chn-geuk bus lctn appointed in hi* place. 

A tenuis tournament has been arranged among the gentlemen pl«y- 
t-:S'ii Seoul, ’.villi sixiet-i’ eul-ie^. There will lie both single alid double 
contests. Tennis racquets will form the pri-:e. 

Th'* Minister %i: Education annouiv'ed that all Koreans who had 
studied abroad should come in the department on a certain day and 
those who bad not received diplomas abroad would be examined and 
would receive certificates according to their attainments. 

The Chief of Police has warned all country-men who ha'’e not 
important business in Seoul to leave ;or their homes. The planting 
season has come and the furry is the place when they are needed most. 
Up warns them that ii they remaiD in idleness here they will t* 
arrested. 

The Jjpanet* a'-itUoriiiei have uvked the use Ot the glaiS nmnufae- 

tory at Yong-sac. We are glad :o sec the building put to some use. 

A glass-factory is about as useful a thing in Korea us ua air-ship factory 
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would he. unless the sapient originators of the glaoS scbeimi expect to 
melt qn&rtz crystals lo make glass. 

Since the war now has crossed into Manchurian territory forty-one 
Japanese who acted as Korean interpreters ba'e been relieved oi active 
duty. 

A telegram has been received by the government stating that four 
leaders of Toog-bafes have been arrested in Cbun-ju. 

Upon tlve return c f Yi Cbi-youfc he gs’.‘ , e H:s Majesty h Jetuilec 
account ol his conversations with various Japanese statesmen aed 
gave a careful exposition of their ideas as to the Japanese-Korean rela¬ 
tions in view of the present conflict. 

M&karhima the tti\rher of t'ac Imperial Japanese 

school ill Seoul ha3 resigned and Mr. Kawayama ha* been employed 
by the government :n bis place. 

Because of the cordiality with which be treated tbs Japanese, Chin 
Hcui-siing the chief o: police at IlSju has at the suggestion o: the 
Japanese Minister. hcfD made prefect of Chi-ryUng. 

The people ill the north along the Tuoan and head waters o: the 
Yalu are having a very hard time .it the hands ol the Cossacks. 
Hundreds of people bare fled Iron: Katsan. San:su. Musan. Chongsung 
and other border towns to the mountains lor safety. This ha? given 
opportunity for Korean robbers in addition to the exactions or the 
Coeeachs. The half grown barley crop* have Uctu eal down in ninny 

places to feed the Russian horses- 

The people of Pakchung. Ki;ju. Scngjir. aud Tancbun are not iti 
Jove with ebe telegraph. They thought it was because of tbc telegraph that 
the Russians invaded their towns so they tore down the wires and assert 
that they will not allow them to lx? erected again under any circuni- 
staoces 

The Korean Government has sent to Japan for a supply of 5 re 
engines and otoer apparatus for use ;u the paiacc. 

!□ order to complete the extra telegraph line betweeu Seoul and 
Ryang-vaog the Japanese ask the Koreans to furnish :3c telegraph 
jmiIcs which arc still locking. 

The Korean peopie in the north atd weft assert :ta: if the actions 
uf the Russians -.3 northern Koreacarea fair sample of the Russian 
army discipline, the Russians will sooner or later come to grief. 

A large number 0: extraordinary taxes have been remitted oil the 
lslaud oi Quelpart. 

The department of Agriculture. Commerce and Public Work? has 
announced that the constitution and regulation of the various guilds <>: 
the city must be revised and the business put 03 a more definite 
footing. 

Two Russian spies it I lie gai n of Korean beggars were captured 
in J’yeng Yang and were brought to bcoul. V. e do 11CI know ■\ 

deposition the Japaiie*: will make «•» them. 
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Ha Sary-geni the Chemulpo superintendent oF trade has been 
severely reprimanded for not having greeted Vi Chi-Yong at the port 
upon his murn from Japan. 

The lav department has ashed the foreign office to demend of the 
Japanese authorities the punishment of a Japanese subject who recently 
hilled a K:»rein in the town Ch’ung-ju. 

Mr. Jim Yung-sn lias beer appointed Chief of the Privy Council. 

Han Kin-sol bns resigned alt office, because of the death of his 
aged mother. 

On the 2Sth instant the Foreign Office announced to the various 
Foreign ki presentuiives that it bad formally broken off treaty relations 
with Ttiih-ifi 'ucaosc of irregularities and oppressive acta on the part of 
the Russian government toward Korea. At the same time ail private 
or seini-prn r-.ie contracts arc Concessions of whatever kind or nature 
arc iieebired null aud void. The reason essigoed for the latter is that the 
concessions were ohtovred an illegal manner and by indirection. 

The K.ueau got vrumeui ints sent word to its Legation in Berlin 
omn iiig that the body of the late Secretory Hong Hyoo-sik t»e buried 
there ami luit transported here 

because oF financial difficulties the Whang-sung Sin-mutt suspended 
pub'u-aiion uli the K'ib insi. Rut His Majesty presented them with 
u i-.i'l Leg near the ccniu of Seoul free of reut and the paper resumed 
publication oil the 2?lh. 
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This yet 7 saw the first embassy to Europe appoint to ii^ 
thi- person of Chn Siu-heui but owing to his illness his place 
was filled hv Pak Ch e-sun who started on his mission but 
never cot further than Hong-kong. It is probable that it was 
through Chinese influence that he got no further. The. fourth 
moon ot the year saw the death of tlie aged Dowager Queen 
Cho, through whose influence the present king came to the 
throne. She was tinned wirh royal honors and the people as¬ 
sumed mourning for one year. 

Serious difficulties an»«e in regard to the fisheries in the 
south. The Japanese had been accorded the right to fish in 
Kortan waters, but on the island of Quelpqrc a curious cus¬ 
tom prevails. The womeu do the fishing. They cuter the 
water entirely nude aud gather shell-fish. All males arc pro¬ 
hibited by law from coming within sight of the fishing, 
grouuds. The Japanese fishing-boats, however, did not hesi¬ 
tate to pass into these prohibited waters and as a result the 
Koreans were deprived of the means of livelihood. 

The year i8yi beheld the elevation to power of Min 
Vong-jun a man who championed the most conservative prin¬ 
ciples of the retrogressive party iu power. The king’s son 
by the concubine Lady Kang was made Prince Eni-wha. Cor¬ 
ruption in official circles was accentuated by the lessening of 
the term of office of country prefects thereby eatailing fresh 
burdens on the people, for they had to provide each prefect 
with money to ‘liquidate the debt lie had incurred iu purchas¬ 
ing the position. There was an instant and loud, outcry from 
all sides. The powers that be saw that the limit of the peo¬ 
ples endurance had been passed and they hastened to revoke 

the law. This same vear a consulate was founded at Tientsin 

• 

aud Yi Myung-sang became the first incumbent. 

Another sign of retrogression was the execution of six 
men charged with being accessory ‘.u the insurrection of 1SS2 
although eleven years had passed since that event. 

The year 1S92 passed Without witnessing many events of 
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special importance, excepting that the slate of things kept 
getting worse and worse. It was a time daring which the 
country was rip-nine. for the great disturbances of the follow¬ 
ing year. History shows chat when the Korean people are 
treated with anything like a fair degree of justice they are 
loyal and peaceful. So Long as the Korean is called upou to 
pay not more than three or four times the legal rate of tax he 
will tn>inre it quietly arid there will be no talk of seditions 
'CCts arising: but the people are well aware that they then 
selves form Ihe court of final appeal and when all other means 
fail they are not slow to adopt any means of righting their 

w rongs. 

In iSo3 Korea began to reap what she had sown in rSyi 
and (So? ilaving sown the wind she began to reap the 
whirlwind. The whok. province of* P'yfiug-an was in a feT- 
ment. Insurrections occurred in Kang gye, Soug-cbTin, 
Ham jong and in other parts of the province. But the dif- 
ficiilty was .not confined In the North. The sect called the 
Tong-hale which had arisen in 1x64 began to show its head in 
-3jc .-o'ltii u-’vil). Run Ton bet-jn to multiply iu Seoul that 

they w.-rr- coming to 1 he capital in great numbers to drive out 
:he Japanese an:' other foreigners The.govet ntnent despatch¬ 
ed O Vuu jiaig. u civilian, to pr-.cif) them and for a time quiet 
was •■ , ,rrs<*rvc-d. hi:t in March threatening plackards were fas¬ 
tened to foreigners' gates* in Seoul inveighing against the 
Christian religion aik: warning foreigners ro leave the coun¬ 
try at once. It w:i* rhr general feeling that although serious 
trouble was iu»: likely to occur in Seoul it would be well to be 
in a sLate of pr.-n ired::es« in case the Tong-hak saw fit to. put 
their words tu the test of action. 

At this time tlie^Quecu ,was extremely well-disposed to¬ 
ward that class of female spiritual mediums called >nm/a/fg, 
and one of Cli-m was elevated to the rani; of Princess. A Ko- 
iea:i. An Hyo-jo, who memorialicud the king against such 
practices. wn< m-«-rw helmed with obloquy and was banished 
to the island of Quel part Min Yong-jun had taken advant¬ 
age of his high position to add private profit to-public useful¬ 
ness and loud complaints were heard on a!) sides against him 
and against others of the «uue name. Insurrections of great¬ 
er or less degree occurred in different parts of the ouuutry 
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aj)d it seemed as if Korea were on the verge of annrchv. It 
can hardly be gainsaid that this state of affairs was the legiti¬ 
mate outcome of pro-Chinee agitation and wts directly in line 
with immemorial custom in China. Nothing conic be truer 
than that Korea needed reforming. The government found 
tt necessary to deal with gr«.-at severity ir. -(me cases. Four 
prefects were taken to the center of the city and publicly 
beaten and then banished. Keen Min Youg-juit had to go 
through the form of punishment in this public way, for the 
piople of the capital were so incensed against him that an in¬ 
surrection seemec imminent unless they were appeased. The 
Songdo people revolted against the extortion that was prac¬ 
ticed against them but they were overcome a;:c their ginseng 
was taken away from them by Kim Sc-geni, the right hand 
man of Min Yong-jun. 

J-atc in the year the Toug-hak made a startling proclama¬ 
tion which they secretly nailed to the gate of the governor's 
yansen in Chfin-ju. Tt railed upon all right-minded men to 
join in the march on the capital and the extirpation ol the 
foreigners. This seemed more tangible tlmn liie f«.inner 
rumors and foreign men-of-war began to congregate at Chem¬ 
ulpo for the protection ol theit nationals in Seoul. Hundreds 
of Japanese left the city and hurried to Cnenmlpo for safety. 
A force of Koreau infantry marched southward to head of: tiie 

revolutionists but thev were eusih defeated and their arms and 

9 m 

accoutrements fell into the hands of the enemy. 

It was quite evident that the Korea:: government was 
without the means or the men to cope with such determined 
opposition. This deplorable state of things was looked upon 
by Japan with some uneasiness. Korea seemed to be coining 
more and more under Chinese influence and in the sane pro¬ 
portion her internal management became more corrupt Japan 
regarded Korea as an independent power and was determined 
to see that independence upheld. This feeling on the part of 
Japan was sharply accentuated when in the spring ol 1X04:1 
Korean detective, Hong Chong-u, succeeded in gaining the con¬ 
fidence of Kim Ok-kynn who was living at Tokyo ns a politic¬ 
al refugee. He was induced 10 accompany his betrayer 10 
Shanghai where, in a hotel, his betrayer shot him down in 
cold blood. The Chinese government condoned the dastardly 
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deed and sent the assassin, together with the body of his 
victim, to Korea in a Chinese gunboat. The body of Kirn Ok- 
kyuu was dismembered on April fourteenth in a most brutal 
manner and the different portions of his body were sent about 
the country as a warning to traitors. This lapse into the 
worst excesses of the old regime opened the eyes of Japan l<* 
the actual situation and gave her 311st the impetus she needed 
to take the strong position which she did later. Soon after 
this the Tong-bak took the town of Chun-ju and defeated all 
the government troops sent against them The governor of 
the province, Kim Mun-hyfin, made his escape from the place. 

The government had at last become convinced of its inabil¬ 
ity to cope with its enemies single-handed and it determined 
to have recourse to the dangerous policy of asking China to 
throw troops into I he peninsula to aid in putting down the 
Tong-hale uprising. China immediately complied and on June 
sixth 1.500 Chinese troops were embarked at Tientsin and 
were sent to Chemulpo under the escort of three gunboats. 

It must be remembered that according to the third article 
of the Tientsin Convention China and Japan each agreed not 
to "end troops into Korea without first notifying the other. In 
'.his ease the Chinese failed to notify the Japanese until after 
the departure of the troops aud there can be no doubt that at 
this poiut Ires the strength of Japan's coutentiou. When, 
later, the Chinese agreed to leave Korea simultaneously with 
the Japanese the latter naturally refused. The Chinese broke 
the convention first; tbev must leave first. But there were 
other important points involved. Korea was rapidly losing 
ail Semblance of inde:*endence and Japan was being jeopardiz¬ 
ed. The Chinese abrogation of the treaty gave Japan just the 
excuse sue wauled for throwing troops into Korea and com¬ 
pelling those reforms n Inch she believed could be effected in 
no ‘ ther way. No sooner was she informed of China’s action 
than the Japanese Minister Otori, then on leave of ah**nce. 
was recalled, and sent immediately to Seoul with 400 marines, 
arriving June ninth. 

The Chinese force did cot approach the capital but land¬ 
ed at Asau some eighty mile" south of Seoul. This force 
was soon augmented till it amounted to 2.000 men. • Rnt 
Japan was not idle. By the twelfth of Jmie'she liad approx- 
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iaiatdy 8,\_cio troops in Korea. Matters stood thus wheu the 
news came that the Tong-hak, either frightened hy the rumor 
of the approach of a Chinese army or being pressed hy the 
government trooj*. had suddenly retired and the south was 
at peace. This tended to hasten a crisis between the Chinese 
and Japanese. There was no longer any cause why foreign 
troops should renuin in the peninsula. The Chinese had 
come to put down the Tong-hafc and the Japanese bad come 
ostensibly to protect their nationals. Now that the Tong* 
haks had retired it did i»ot take long to discover the real 
reasons underlying the actions of the Japauese. On June 16th 
she landed 3,000 more troops at Chemulpo and matters began 
to look so serious in Seoul that all the Chinese residents has¬ 
tened away from the city and sought safety by embarking for 
* 

China. About a thousand people thus made a hasty exit 
from the country. 

On June 25th the Russian, British, French and Ameri¬ 
can representatives in Seoul, in the interests of peace, jointly 
requested the Chinese and Japanese to simultaneously with¬ 
draw. But the Chinese refused to go until the Japanese did 
and the Japanese refused to go until reforms had been intro¬ 
duced which would clear the political atmosphere and give 
sonic semblance of truth to the ficliou of Kureau indepen¬ 
dence. The Korean government was thrown into consterna¬ 
tion wheu on June sSth ths Japanese Minister demanded a 
formal statement from Korea as to whether she were an in¬ 
dependent state or not. She replied that she was an indepen¬ 
dent power. 

liarly in July the Japanese Minister handed the govern¬ 
ment a list ol the reforms which it deemed necessary. As 
they were all incorporated in the reforms. inaugurated a little 
later it is unnecessary to enumerate them here. Fifteen 
thousand Japanese troops had by this time landed uti Korean 
soil and the capital was thoroughly invested. The prospects 
of peace seemed to be growing smaller each day. The people 
of Seoul fled iu iarge numbers leaving their houses and all 
their effects except such as could be carried on their backs. 
Such was the terror that the very name of the Japanese in¬ 
spired. 

On July 20th the Japanese Minister rent r.u ultimatum to 


Google 


O yi icl hu ll 

Tlir DIIIO r >TATT LMVrRSffY 





KOKf \ V H2STOK V. 


£i-^ king complaining or the- introduction of Chinese troops 
whose '.-oiiiii*/ was undeniably to protect a dependent state. He 
it ;< vc the kin;/ three days lo accept Japanese reforms. Ii within 
that lime lie tiid not accede to lb.tm they would be enforced. 
On the night of the 22nd the king returned an evasive at> 
’w-r :iiu! this decided the immediate policy of the Japanese. 
On the :ollowing morning two battalions of Japanese troops, 
fcigtii'.ig to start out for As:m, turned suddenly and marched 
or. the palace. They mot with a certain weak show of resist¬ 
ance at the gates but easily forced 4 heir tvay in and soon had 
!h-r kiujj in iheir care, livery uiuubcr o: the Min factiou was 
lortliwith driven out and the Prince Tai-wim was called iu to 
assume a leading part in the management of the government. 

Bv this time China and Japan were hurrying troops into 
the peninsula, the former by way of Asku and the Utter by 
S'tisnn and Chemulpo. On July 2.si eleven steamers left 
Takn for Asan and the u.outh of the Yalu with 8,ooc troops. 
Those that.came to Asan were ostensibly for the purpose of 
aiding the government in the putting down of the Tong-hak. 

Tin. Jaj>uu«sv ^owroiiK'ni wu» immediately apprised of the 
departure of the transports i:cm the Peiho and on July 25th 
the Akilsiishima. Yoshino and Xaniwa. among the best of the 
Japanese navy, were ordered from Sasebo to Asan. Two days 
la I or ni six-thirty they encountered the Chinese menof-war 

T.si-v nen Quo Kwaug-ki in the v icinity of P'uug Island off 

The Japanese were not aware of the sudden turn winch 
affairs had taken in Seoul but the Chinese were, and they 
expected the Japanese to take the offensive. The Japanese 
became aware of the situation only when they found, the 
Chinese did not salute and that they were cleared for action. 
The Japanese speedily put flic-in selves ii: fighting trim. As 
the cnauud narrowed anil the vessels came withiu range the 
Chiucre ojfried fire and were answered with terrible efect by 
the Japanese. The K*nng yi was speedily disabled and 
beached. Th«* Tst-yncn. her bow-gun being disabled, with¬ 
drew toward Wei-has-wai. I: is disputed as to which side 
began firing first but it is quite imniates'ij]. The iact that the 
Chinese knew what had occurred at .Seoul, that they were 
cleared for action and that they failed tosalute would seem to 
throw the burden of proof upon them. 
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While the Yoshiuo was pursuing the Ts: yiicn. two move 
ships appeared on the horizon. They proved to be the Chin* 
ese dispatch boat Tsao-kiang and the British stemu-r Kow- 
shing carrying about t ,500 Chinese troops. The Akitsushiina 
took the former in charge and the Kauiwa 1 00k tic* latter. 
The Naniwn signalled tile transport to foilow her. bur the 
Chinese on board of her would not let the Knglish Captain 
obey. Two parleys were held but the Chinese officers ware 
obdurate and would not listen to reason. When it became 
apparent that the Chinese were bent upon self destruction the 
Natiiwa turned her battery upon her and blew her tip. More 
than a thousand of cite Chinese troops were drowned. A lirge 
number were picked up and held as prisoners of war. The 
sinking of thr. Kmvshing has been judged as hasty but Hie 
situation was a peculiar one. The Chinese would neither 
surrender nor follow. They were plentifully supplied with 
small arms and could keep a boarding party at bay elTi-ctUfl!ly. 
The better judgment of second thought proves that the Jap¬ 
anese were fully justified in their action. 

The results of th*? P'mig incident ht-c.«nie apparent at 
once. It made neutrals more careful, it proved that the 
was dangerous ground for the Chinese, it kept over a thous¬ 
and men from landing at Asa 11 and it proved Icyond the 
shadow of a doubt that Japan was fully in earnest and would 
fight to the bitter cud. Moreover it changed ihc whole plan 
of campaign for China The Tnng-hak were forgotten and 
the co-operation of the force at die Vain and that at Asan and 
a joint attack upon the Japanese was the plan determined 
upon by the Chinese. 

The Japanese iorces in and about Seoul were now ready 
tor a land campaign. It was wisely determined to eliminate 
from the problem all the Chinese forces south ol Seoul before 
advancing against those in the north along the Ta-dong River. 
The army in the north was being watched by mounted spies. 
For ihc time being there was :io danger to be apprehended 
from these troops in the north but the two thousand at Asan. 
i: reinforced. might advance on the capital and make trouble 
unless.they were dispersed once and lor all. .Accordingly on 
the twenty-fifth of July Gen. Oshima started for Asan with 
the greater part oi the troops in Seoul. The- march was rapid. 
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On the way the news of the P'ur.g incident was received and 
applauded. The vicinity of Asan was reached in three days. 
As the Japanese approached, the Chinese retreated a short 
distance to a point which they could easily fortify. • Oo the 
twenty-eighth the Japanese army arrived within five miles of 
this position. A night attack was determined upon by Gen. 
Oshima. It was not ^explained to the army until midnight 
when it was aroused and informed of the intended movement. 
The advance was made in two divisions. The right wing, 
four companies of infantry and one of engineers under Lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel Tadeka, sought the enemy’s left. The left 
wing under Gen. Oshima, and comprising nine companies of 
infantry, one battalion of artillery audooecouipauy of cavalry, 
swept forward in the dark to attack the fiauk and rear of the 
*tlCray's; right. 

It would have* been a difficult undertaking even by day- 
light but iu the dark it was fourfold more trying. The 
Chinese outposts in the neighboring village gave the signal, 
and. posted among the houses, offered a stubborn resistance. 
The assaulting Col U mu was repulsed and was compelled to lie 
down to hold the ground already taken. At last however the 
Chinese had to withdraw. They crowded slowly out into the 
neighboring rice fields. 

This preliminary struggle was followed by a brief breath¬ 
ing space. It had lasted less than an hour but had proved a 
stiff encounter. At five the Japanese attached the redoubts. 
The left wing now came into action and under the smoke of 
the artillery the troops stormed the forts at either extremity. 
In half an hour the Chinese were dislodged and the rising 
sun looked down upon its flaming image on Japanese banners 
flying victoriously from the Chinese ramparts. 

The escape of the Chinese general, Yeh Chi-chao has 
given grouud for the alleged Chinese victory at A-sau. It 
often happened during the Japan China war that, unless the 
Chinese force was almost utterly annihilated, they claimed a 
victory. It it still a puzzle to many, however, that in the 
Asao skirmish as well 3 S iu the battle of- the Yalu the 
victorious Japanese permitted even a remnant of the eneuiy 
to escape. Although thoroughly defeated Gen. Yeh brought 
a remnant of his force aronnd the city of Seoul and arrived 
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safely ot P'yBogvang, undoubtedly a difficult and brilliant 

movement. 

This first battle won by Japan in a foreign land. lor a per¬ 
iod of three centuries, illustrated two points. Not only had 
the Japanese soldiers learned their lesson from instructors 
but the officers proved themselves worthy of the steadfastness 
of the men under them. One man out of every twelve killed 
was an officer. Nor, when elated by the victory, did the Japan¬ 
ese forget the ends for which they were working. They did 
not undertake ar.y further subjugation of the south, not even 
attempting to extermiuate th= Toug-haks. It was the 
Chinese in the peninsula with whom they were measuring 
swords. The forces at A-san being destroyed or dispersed 
aDd danger from that quarUi was consequently removed, 
and the banners of rising sun turned northward. 

The northern division of the Chinese army, which had 
been landed on Korean soil near the mouth of the Yalu River 
and had advanced' southward from that point, had uow held 
the city of P'yung-yang for upwardsof a month. In anticipa¬ 
tion ol a Japauese advance they had fortified it as best they 
knew how. but as is usual with Chinese they had forgotten to 
guard their rear. On three occasions in this war they were 
attacked iD their unprotected rear and utterly routed. 

During the second week of August the commander of the 
Japaucsc fleet. Admiral Ito, with twenty men*of*war took a 
cruise into the mouth of the Gulf of Pcchili. The feint had 
its desired effect, though wholly misunderstood by the world 
at Large. It attracted the attention of the Chinese and trans¬ 
port after transport made its way safely across from Japan to 
Korea with its complement of troops. 

On August tenth Major Ichinohc with the vanguard 
started northward from Seoul. I: was the first step toward 
Pekiug. - Songdo was reached the following day. The next 
few days were spent in recou noitering the Ta-dong River, but 
this part retired eventually to Song-do and there awaited rein¬ 
forcements. 

On the nineteenth Lieutenant-general Nodzr. arrived 
from Japan with the reinforcements for which Geu. Oskima 
had been growing 1 impatient. The latter immediately for¬ 
warded a detachment by another route toward P‘yung-yang. 


Diui 


>■ Google 


C3r .')i r il frr. rr 

THE OHIO STA”E UNIVERSITY 



234 


KOREAN HISTORY. 


This was ordered to occupy an important position known as 
Sak Pass aud was reinforced on September eighth by a 
battalion of infantry aud a company of artillery. This became 
known 3S the Sak Division. 

On the. twenty-third Gen. Oshima set out from Seoul for 

the north with a Mixed Brigade. This wa: the name given to 

the Japanese army which participated in all the operations in 
the peninsula, so called because it was made up of various 
portions of the grand army. On the tweutv-fifth Oshima 
joined the forces at Song-do. A few days before this Gen. 
Tadzutni had landed at Chemulpo and bad been put in com* 
mand of the Sak Divison. Od the twenty-sixth another 
division under Gcu. Sato landed at Wuu-san on the east coast 
nearly opposite P'ynng-yang, aud was immediately put under 
the command ot Gen. Nodzu. This is best known as the 
Wun-san (Gensan) Division. 

These three Ixiuies of troops slowly converged upon 
P’yung yang by three routes, and made as if they were 
about to surround the entire city. But the commanders 
knew the weak point in Chinese tactics too well to begin try¬ 
ing new methods. 

P'yuug-yang was fortified beyond the expectations of the 
Japanese :«ud it should have held out indefinitely. The Ta- 
dong River flows before its walls giving it defense on the 
south. On the north stands a high eminence called Peony 
Mountain. To the west there are no special natural defenses. 
The plan of attack was to take advantage of the proverbial 
Chinese weakness, make a feint in the frout but send the 
main body of troops around the city and attack in the rear. 
The capture of r'yusig-ynng wao very much like that of 
Quebec. The plan of attack was the saint iti each case. The 
Japanese made a feint in front of the town as Wolfe did from the 
shores of Levis, and sent the real attacking party around be¬ 
hind the town. The capture of Peony Mountain like the 
capture of the Heights of Abraham determined the struggle. 

On the morning of the fifteenth the Japanese army was 
in position. The Sak and Gensan divisions lay before Peony 
aad the other five heights to the north of the city. The Mix¬ 
ed Brigade lay beyond the river along the Seoul road which 
•cd by six fortified redoubts to the bridge of boats before the 


Dsi.A.j by Google 


0 <jii ran 
THE OHIO STATE UN 


F- 



MOlYRkK RORR.t. 


235 


River Gate of the town. The main body bad crossed the 
river at Iron Island below the city and uuder cover of the 
cannonading of the Mixed Brigade had crept nearer and 
nearer the enemy from the west—the rear. 

•At half past four an the morning of the fifteenth a ter¬ 
rific cannonading was begun. Under cover of this the Sak 
Division took the fort nearest the river, on the northeast of 
the city. At the same time Lhe Geusan Division took by as- 
suit the fort at the other end, ou the uorth. From its 
vantage ground the Gensau Division planted its guus and 
poured a destructive tire on Peony Mountain. The Chinese 
commander being killed, the defenders became discouraged 
and demoralized and this strategic position was carried by the 
Sak Division by a single assault. The guns of the enemy, be¬ 
ing tnrned upon the city from the summit oi this hill, deter¬ 
mined the contest. The main body trained its guns on the 
fifteen redoubts which guarded the western approach and 
thus cut of! all hope of retreat from the city. 

While the Japanese were having it all their owu way on 
the north and west the Mixed Brigade across the river was 
suffering severely. Five Chtuese forts guarded this main ap¬ 
proach to P'yiiug-yang. The Japanese troops, though order¬ 
ed to make merely a feint, were carried away by the inspira¬ 
tion of the hour and rashly attempted to capture these forts 
by assault, but they w**re greatly outnumbered and were 
compelled at last to retire having lost heavily. But the fall 
of Peony Mountainsettled the day, and that night the Chinese 
soldiers, following in (he wake of their despicable commanders 
nought safety in ‘flight toward the Yalu by such avenues ns 

the Japanese left open for them, ft is generally believed that 
the Japanese purposely left open a lyophole of escape, not 
caring to have so many prisoners on their hands. 

The feint made by Admiral Ito during the first week 
in August has beeu mentioned. During the P’yfliig-yang 
campaign the Japanese fleet had been patrolling the Yellow 
Sea about the Korean archipelego. Finally the last company 
of Japanese troops were landed on Korean soil and the order 
was given, “On to Peking.” Never was an invasion under¬ 
taker with such relish since the days when, three centuries 
before, the hordes of Hideyuslii had lauded on the coast of 
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Korea and raised this same cry. The outcome now was des¬ 
tined to be far different from that of the former invasion- 
Marshall Yaoagata arriving in Korea on Sept. 12th with 
io,uoo reinforcements began the new campaign as Command¬ 
er-in-chief. 

During the P'yung-yang egagement the Japanese fleet 

had been stationed at the mouth of the Ta-dong River, forty 
miles irom the scene of the battle, ready to be used in any 
emergency. On the sixteenth, the campaign in Korea being 
settled by the flight of the Chinese army toward the Yalu. 
the main aud first flying iquadrons weighed anchor and de¬ 
parted for the supposed scene of Chinese activity at the mouth 
of the. Yalu, where it was believed that Chinese troops were 
being landed. Two days previous 4,000 Chinese troops had 
left Taka to reinforce the new army, being gathered on the 
banks of the Yalu for an invasion of Korea. The transports 
which contained this detachment were protected by six 
cruisers and lour torpedo boats aud were reinforced at Talieu 
Ray by the Peiyang squadron. On the sixteenth the trans¬ 
ports landed their burden and on the following day departed 
again for Taku, attended, as on the trip over, by six cruisers 
and the Peiho squadrou. 

On the same morning the Japanese fleet crossed the path 
of the returning transports. At nine oclcck the smoke of the 
Chinese fleet was first discovered and about twelve the fleet 
came iuto full view. The battle opened with the main and 
flying squadrons leading in a single line across th£ track of 
the Chiuese fleet, which was advancing at half the pace set by 
the enemy. This formation, the ironclads iu the center and 
the weakest ships on either wing, had been assumed as soon 
as it appeared that the Japanese line was coming head on as 
if to pierce the Chinese fleet. At a range of 5,200 meters 
the bottle was opened by the starboard barbette of the iron¬ 
clad Ting-yeun. The whole fleet soon joined in the fight 
but the Japanese did not answer for sonic minutes. As the 
Yoshino came on, the course was changed and the enemy 
was passed from left to right. The comparatively helpless 
ships of the right flank received the severest fire. The two 
old cruisers on the extreme right, which were of wood and 
very infiamable, at once took fire and were thenceforth uae- 
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lens. The Yang-wei look fiic al thu olllSCt und rclirtd. 

The Chao-yung was not more fortunate and sank abom half 
pasi two, the battle having begun at one r m_ Japanese irme. 

Two of the twelve Chinese ships were thus disjtoswl of 
al once. Two more, the Tsi-yuen and Kwang-chia. desertc-d 
the battle immediately on various excuse and departed for 
Port Arthur. 

When the Japanese line had passed the Chiucse fleet the 
flying squadron bid begun to port, when the two Chinese 
ships, which until then had remained in the mouth of the 
Yalu. were seen making their way toward the remainder ot 
the 3 eet. Instantly the hying sqtudron began to starboard 
and the oncoming vessels prudently retired. These two 
ships, the Kivan-pxg and Ping yitc-.n. not having come into 
action, and two, the Yang-wei and Chao-yung, having retir¬ 
ed from the bathe in fianics, and two, the Tsi-viien and 
Kwan-chia, having deserted, we find six ships of 23,000 tons 
bearing the brunt of the battle. 

When the flying squadron began to starboard, the main 
squadron, which was following in fine order, kept to port. 
The .feint against the Kwan-ptng and Ping-ynen proving 
successful, ihc flying squadron kept to starboard and follow¬ 
ed the main squadron. Soon, however, it was seen that the 
slower vessels of the main squadron were being left exposed 
nnrl Admiral Ito signalled for the flying squadron to star¬ 
board again and intervene between the distressed vessels and 
the enemy. Thus the main and flying squadrons moved 
about the Chinese fleet in opposite directions, the former on 
the inner track. 

This second ivuud proved a severe oue tor the Chinese 

fleet The contest now assumed a desperate phase. During 
the opening of the struggle attention on either side had been 
paid to the enemy's weaker ships. The two slow and de¬ 
fenseless ships of the Japanese fleet, the Akagi and Saikio, 
caus-d the Admiral much trouble, if indeed they did not 
alter entirely bis plan of attack. That he brought them on: 
of the battle at all is a great credit to his ability to mano- 
euver at short notice and uuder fire. It is, however, inex¬ 
plicable that such ships were allowed to follow* the luaiu 
squadron into the engagement. 


>d by Coogle 


Oii'jiikil rom 

riir 01110 fiTATr univtrsiti 



KOREAN HISTORY. 



JJy two o'clock the ranksof ltie two struggling fleets were 
considerably thinned out and the battle became simplified, 
though more desperate thim ever, us the main squadron began 
to close in on the powerful iron-clads and asthe flying squad¬ 
ron si-parated the remainder of the Chinese fleet from their 
only hope of safety and scattered them broadcast over the sea. 
The Akagi was nowont of the fight and, under the protection of 
the flying squadron, was making for theTa-dong River. The 
Hiyei, also disabled and protected by Ihe main squadron, was 
making for the same destination. The Saikio having come as 
it were from ihe very jaws of death, when attempting to at¬ 
tack the burning Yaug-wei. lay between the- object of her 
deadly mission and the flc-Us, watching low the battle fared. 

On the Chinese side there was far more destruction, be¬ 
cause. of the larger number of slow and inflatnahle ships. Of 
the total, two, the Tsi-yuen and Kwan-cbia, had long since 
deserted as we have already said. The Yatig-wei and Chao- 
yutig were both despetately burning. The Chih-yuen, hav¬ 
ing passed from the Admiral s wing to the right wing, had 
attempted the most ridiculous feat of attacking the flying 
squadron as the latter come to relieve the Akagi and Saikio- 
Being severely hit in her foolhardy course, her commander, 
evidently as reveuge for going under, attempted to ram. The 
guns of the fleet were instantly brought to bear upon the ill- 
starred ship and. riddled with the fire of the heavy and 
machine guns alike, she went under, flinging her crew into 
the air as she listed the last time. A similar fate overtook 
the Ping-yucr upon whom the flying squadron bore. A ter¬ 
rible fire from the Yoshino riddled her burning hulk and she 
too, went down like a monstrous bonfire into the tawny waters 
of Yellow Sea. 

Meanwhile the struggle between the two iron-clads and 
the Japanese main squadron had been raging until both the 
contestants were nearly exhausted. The former, knowing 
well that in them rested China's only hope on the sea. and 
equally desperate because of the cowardliness and incom- 
peteucy displayed throughout the battle by their own com¬ 
rades as well as by the determined wrath of their ancient foe. 
fought to their lact charge-save three with undaunted heroism. 
Nothing iu the conflict which raged so many hours could 
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hnvf equalled the sight of the crews of the two battered iron¬ 
clads. their ammuniliun far spent, meeting tbt last onslaught 
of the main .squadron as it bore down upon them (or the last 
time on that memorable afternoon, with perfect calm and a 
purpose to go down with the .ships when the ammunition 
gave out. 

The last onslaught was made and tuet, but before another 
could be made night had begun to fall and the Japanese, them¬ 
selves not far from exhaustion, deemed it wise to witbrnw. 
This battle has been called a Japanese victory and probably 
with reason, though according tothe dictum of modern naval 
warfare a decided Japauese victory could have been achieved 
only by capturing or disabling the two Chinese iron-clads 
which were the soul of the Chinese Beet. Technically the 
failure to do this made it a drawn battle, each side retiring 
unconqnered. But there is every reason to believe that this 
battle, in reality, decided the. Japanese supremacy over the 
Yellow Sea. 

The land battle at P'yfiug-yang and the naval battle off the 
mouth of the Vain opened the eyes of the world to the fact that 
Japan was a power to be reckoned with. The incident at P'uug 
Island aud the hattle of Ansan had proved nothing except 
the (act that Japan was fully prepared logo to extremities and 
that the war was actually begun. It is probable that a majority 

of intelligent people thought the. Japanese would fall an easy 

victim to the Chinese forces. On the sea China had several 
war-vessels that far out-matched anything which Japan pos¬ 
sessed and on land she had unlimited population from which 
to recruit her armies. She had enjoyed the assistance of 
many foreign military and naval men in getting her army 
aud navy into shape, and in addition to this she had the sym¬ 
pathy of Great Britain in the siruggle. It was freely predict¬ 
ed that the superior quickness of the Japanese might bring 
her certain small victories at fiist but that as time went on 
and China really awoke to the seriousness of the situation 
a Chinese army would be put in the field which would 
eventually drive the Japanese off the mainland. The. Japan¬ 
ese iavasiou of 1592 was cited to show that though momen¬ 
tarily successful, the Japanese would be ultimately de¬ 
feated. 
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Tilt battles of P votig-yang and Yale changed all this. 
I ii the hr^t place it was discovered that the Chinese, with equal 
or superior numbers, could not hold a strongly defensive posi- 
ti<m against their assailants The Chinese had everything 
in their favor so far as natural surroundings wer.t. They 
lacked the one essential and it was (he demonstration of this 
lack at P'yring-yang that made the world begin to doubt 
whether the Chinese would really do what was expected of 
them. 

The battle of the Yalu. while technically a drawn hattle, 
proved that the japnese could stand np against superior ships 
and hold them down to a tie game. The Chinese ammunition, 
was exhausted and if darkness had not come on the Japanese 
would have discovered this and the big Chinese vessels would 
lv<v<# been captured. From that day the progress of tbe Jap¬ 
anese was an unbroken series of victories. The myth of 
China’s strength was shattered and the whole history of the 
Far East, if not of the world, entered upon a new and unex¬ 
pected phase. 

We have already meritioued that 4,000 Chinese troops 
had been landed at the mouth of the Yalu to reinforce the 
army that had been gathered there ior the invasion of Korea. 
That invasion was destined not to be carried out, for the 
routed Chinese army from l’‘yflng-yang came streaming north 
in headlong flight and the Japanese followed them up just 
fast enough to worry them but without making it necessary 
to encumber themselves with prisoners. It shows how per¬ 
fectly the Japanese had gauged the calibre of the Chinese 
that they should have driver, them on in this contemptuous 
manner. When the Japanese arrived at the Yalu they found 
that the Chinese had occupied an advantageous position on 
the further side and would attempt to block the advance but 
it was too late to stem ths tide of Japanese enthusiasm. The 
passage was made with ease, the Chinese quickly put to flight 
and the war lc-ft Korean territory, not to return. 

The subsequent operations of war are of surpassing in¬ 
terest to the general historian but they cannot be called a 
pari of Korean history, so we snail be compelled to leave them 
and go back to the peninsula, where the results of Japan's 
victories were to be keenly felt. 
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The Russo-Japanese War. 

With the battle at the Yalu the active operations of 
the present war moved across lo -Manchurian territory 
whither it is not the province of this magazine to follow 
them, but the last month has seen some few movements 
of scattered bodies of Russian cavalry in Korea. We do 
not profess to understand why the Russians wish to 
have small bodies of Cossacks racing about northern 
Korea where they' cannot possibly do any harm to the 
Japanese but succeed only in making more bitter and 
intense the hatred with which the Korean people look 
upon Russia. At the present moment the great mass of 
the Korean people compare the Japanese with the Rus¬ 
sians much as they used to compare the people of the 
Ming dynasty of China with the Manchn hordes. We 
can scarcely believe rhat the leading Russian officials 
would permit the lawless actions of their troops if they 
were present, but these bands of Cossacks are sent out 
largely on their own responsibility, it would seem, and 
they are a law unto themselves in the matter of the 
treatment of non-combatants. 

We have already in a former issue, spoken of the 
actions of the Russians at Hani-heung where they 
burned 300 houses and destroyed part of the celebrated 
bridge. On the thirteenth of June a communication 
arrived from the- governor of South Hara-gyuug Pro¬ 
vince, whose seat is at Ham-heung, in which he first 
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' describes the subsequent movements of the Russians who 
attacked Anju. This news came by way of Ham-heung 
because couriers from Kang-gye reached Ham-heung 
before they did Anju and so got their message on the 
wires first. And beside? this the road to Ham-heung was 
clear of Russians. lie says that after the Russians 
retired from Anju they lacked ammunition and so fell 
back toward Kang-gye bv the same road that they had 
gone south. The prefect of Kang-gye detailed a con¬ 
siderable number of Korean civilians to take their posi¬ 
tions on elevated points and keep watch of the move¬ 
ments of the Russians. On the 24th of May 516 Rus¬ 
sian infantry and 520 cavalry' with 123 carriers started 
from Kang-gye across country' toward Ham-heung. On 
the way they stoic and pillaged on every side and lived 
almost entirely off the country paying nothing for cattle, 
pigs, poultry, rice or fodder. They insulted women both 
old and young and acted generally like common brig¬ 
ands. They killed four Korean civilians on the way 
across and forced upwards of a hundred natives into 
their service. Before starting from Kaug-gye they de¬ 
stroyed four kan of barracks, one kan of powder maga¬ 
zine and sixteen kan of other houses together with books, 
deeds and other important documents. 

On the 28th of May nineteen Russian cavalry with 
one Chinese interpreter arrived from Yi-wun at Puk- 
chTing and entered the postal and telegraph office and 
asked many questions, demanded various things and 
e.-iiled .jpoi) the people of the town to provide them food. 
They said they had come from Kirin. They then cut the 
telegraph wices running south. That night twenty-two 
more Russians arrived al Puk-ch'ung and joined them. 

On the 30th of May the Governor at Ham-heung sent 
a telegram tu Seoul saying that twenty of the Russian 
cavalry that had retired northward, after the trouble on 
the 19th. had returned to within twenty U of Ham-heung 
again and were demanding food. The people were in a 
state of great excitement and all the young women and 
many of'the other citizens were running away from the 
town to escape from contact with the marauders. 
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On the third of June a telegram was received in Seoul 
from the Superintendent of Trade at Wonsan saving that 
twenty-five Russian cavalry had arrived at Ko-wan 
about thirty miles north of Wonsan and the people had 
run away to the hills. And on the same day he sent an¬ 
other message saying that he had received a letter from 
the Governor at Ham-hcung to the effect that the Rus¬ 
sians had entered I-won near Sting-jin and had wrecked 
the telegraph. These Russians declared that 290 more 
were about to arrive. Later, on the same day, a third 
message from Wonsan announced that the Russians had 
entered Mun-ch*fln only twenty miles from Wonsan and 
had there come in touch with the Japanese and that a 
skirmish had occurred in which six Russians had been 
killed and the rest had retired a short distance from the 
town. The Japanese pursued them for a few minutes at. 
an interval of only thirty meters and in the chase one Rus- 

9 — 1 

sian was killed and one was shot from his horse but man¬ 
aged to run away. Thu Japanese heard that a large force 
of Russians were coming and knew that with their small 
force they could not hope to stop them effectually; so 
they retired to Wul-gyo-ri a short distance south of Mun- 
ch'Sn. A small body of Russian troops arriving at a hill 
near Mun-ch'un, called Ong-nvu-bong, dismounted there 
and prepared to attack the Japanese but as the latter 
were badly outnumbered they retired, whereupon the 
Russians mounted and came on in pursuit until they hod 
arrived at a point 800 meters from the Japanese. Then 
the Japanese turned and offered fight. Three Russians 
fell and the remainder retired to Ong-nvu-bong. From 
here they retired later to the villages of Yul-p'o and K fin¬ 
ch'til-yi where they set fire to several houses. A few of 
the Japanese hastened back to Wonsan and reported 
these events. The foreigner* in Wonsan were somewhat 
exercised over the proximity of the Russians and not 
knowing their numbers with certainty deemed it advisable 
to place the women and children in a safe place; so al¬ 
most all of them were sent to the Stifc-wang Monastery 
about forty miles to the south, near the Seoul road. 

On the 30th of May toward evening sixtv-two Rus- 
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sinus entered Hstm-heung and on the r.ext day 160 more 
arrived, anti went into camp outside the west gate. That 
day they burned the telegraph office and ordered the gov¬ 
ernor to arrest the telegraph operators, but as these had 
tied, only the servants of the office were seized. These 
were put on the witness stand and were ordered to tell 
where the telegraph operators had hidden the telegraph 
instruments and other implements. 

The Japanese had their skirmish with the Russians 
near Mnn-ch'tin on the third of June. The Russians re¬ 
tiring burned eight houses in the village of Pam-ga-si in 
Muu-ch’un prefecture and in passing through the pre¬ 
fecture of Ko-wuu north of Mun-ch’un they burned fifty- 
two houses. They caught the prefect of Ko-wun and 
clmrged him with having withheld information about 
the movements of the Japanese and in their rage they 
sta hived him in the breast. He managed to get away 
and sought a place of safety about a mile away from 
the town. He lay there, at last reports, in a very critical 
condition, but later advices will show, it is hoped, that 
his wound is not serious. Shortly' alter this the Russians 
all retired across country in the direction of the Yaln by 
way of Yung-wun. On their way they' buried two of 
their number besides one interpreter. At hast advices 
they had gone into camp in the triangle between the 
three- prefecturesofYung-wfin, Chang-jin and Yong-heung. 

A later advice from the injured prefect of Ko-wfiti 
states that he was badly beaten by the Russians and 
that he is about to be carried to Wonsan to he treated 
by a Japanese physician. 

The Russians along the Turn an River are, for some, 
reason or other, very much afraid of Japanese spies. 
Every Korean traveller or itinerant that enters Kvong- 
avsig is subjected to a rigid examination. Ilis foot is 
carefully examined to see whether there is a wide space 
between the great toe and the other toes, for the Japan¬ 
ese. unlike the Koreans, hold the shoe to the foot by a 
heavy cord passing bet ween the great toe and over the 
top of the too;. It takes but :i moment to find out 
whether the man is a Korean or a Japanese. The liair is 
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also carefnllv examined. It js believed that constant 
cutting makes the individual hairs much larger and so, 
even though the hair has been allowed to grow long, it 
gives an indication as to whether the man has ever been 
accustomed to cut the hair. The man is stripped and 
his body subjected to a dose scrutiny. If he be short in 
stature he is examined more carcfullv than if he be of 
ordinary height. His intonation, and speech generally, 
is also noted and any deviation from the correct Korean 
standard is suspicions. The contents of his pack, the 
style of the money he carries and every scrap of writing 
about him is examined with care. Some time ago the 
Russians seized a large amount of powder, fuses and 
weapons that the Korean Government had stored at 
KySng-aung ami threw them all into the fni-a. The tele¬ 
graph machines were taken and connection established 

with Yladivostock to be used bv the Russians alone. 

• 

Korean rumor, which is about as unreliable'as any 
rumors made, says that the Russians .took steps to 
establish a sort of secondary headquarters at Kvong- 
snng with 20.000 Russian soldiers. 

In order to counteract the Russian freelances in the 
north the War Office at Seoul is contemplating the plac¬ 
ing of garrisons of Korean soldiers at various points as 
follows; 50 at Ko-wfin, 100 at Chong-pyCmg, 50 at 
l-wfin, 150 at Tan-ch'fin, 100 at My£ing-ch l un, 50 at Pu- 
ryurtg and various numbers at other important places 
making a total of 3,100 soldiers. Of this number, 2 , 60 b 
will he the tiger-hunters and the troops already in the 
north. The governors will he the commanding officers 
and the prelects will be secondary officers. 

An amusing story comes from Mun-chun to the effect 
that a -Russian soldier entered a house to insult the 
women but was attacked by them, bis* clothes were torn 
nearly off, his weapons taken away and he was seized 
and held bv the Amazons until the other Russians had all 
left the place and the J a panes? entered the town, when 
they turned tile gay gentleman over to the servants of 
the Mikado. 

It is not easy to indicate the general trend of feeling 
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among the people of Seoul in* regard to these Russian 
depredations in -.he northeast. They seem to realize that 
the Russians tan accomplish little or nothing in the line 

of war by these incursions and they see quite well how 
the Japanese might practically ignore these movements so 
far as any danger or' serious consequences is concerned, 
but they feel that the Japanese should pet enough troops 
in that section to save the Korean people from rapine and 
plunder. Korea lias cast in her lot with Japan and she 
would he justified in attacking these Russians herself since 
they are acting not according to the laws of modem but 
of medieval warfare and wantonly abuse the people; at the' 
same time Korea Joes not want to take up arms against 
Russia. The war is be ween Japan and Russia and while 
Korea has been induced to favor the Japanese cause it is 
well known that this art it tide is not wholly spontaneous, 
but that there are divergent opinions even in the highest 
quarters. We do not understand what the Russians are 
trying to do in the northeast. They cannot hope to 
effect anything of value to the main cause, and they are 
sending so few troops that they are not able to divert 
any appreciable number of Japanese from the main line of 
attack. If the Russians should throw ten or fifteen 
thousand men across the Tumati and march southward 
there would be some semblance of reason in it but at 
present all they are doing is to heap up against them¬ 
selves the intense hatred of the Korean people. Ham- 
hen ng is nothing tu the Japanese, but to the Korean it is 
one of the most noted, and even sacred, places in the land, 
being the place where the founder of the present dynasty 
was born and reared. It bears the same relation to 
the present Korean d\*nasty that' Mukden bears to the 
Chinese Imperial family. The Russians could do nothing 
that would more certainly alien .ate whatever goodwill 
the Koreans ever felt toward them. Some may try' to 
explain the Russian movements there on the ground 
that they intend to oecup_y the northeast until the great 
battle in Manchuria shall decide the fate of the war; 
anil if it. result in a Russian victory the northeast will 
give a clear road for the Russians on or beyond the 
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Tuman to sweep southward and attack the retreating 
Japanese on the flank. But it should be noticed that 
from the Tuman River to Seoul is more than 600 fi fur¬ 
ther than from Mukden to Seoul and the roads arc im¬ 
mensely more difficult. The Russian policy is to mass all 
their force in or about Harbin. 11 ' so the northeast 
route will he of no value whatever lo the Russians in 
case of a Japanese retreat. The only reason for the 
Japanese to bother about the cast side is consideration 
for the feelings of the Koreans, but the Japanese have 
heavy work to do elsewhere and mere accommodation 
eari play no part in their policy at present. As soon 
as the Russian videttes came in touch with the Japanese 
near Mun-ch’un they retired and it is probable that they 
will not again move on Wonsan. 

When the Russians seized the telegraph office at 
Kyong-sung on the 28 th of May they took possession 
of all the account books and government records. The 
next day the Korean telegraph superintendent told the 
Russians that these documents were quite useless to 
them and asked that they be handed back to him. This 
they refused to do and their attitude was so suggestively 
offensive that the superintendent immediately put to sea 
in a fishing vessel and made his way to Wonsan where he 
arrived on the 15 th of June. 

Authentic reports from the northwest indicate that 
the people are rapidly recovering from the panic into 
which they were thrown by the presence of the Russians 
in forte and while the Cossacks create more or less dis¬ 
turbance in the more remote districts along the upper 
waters of the Yale it is considered practically sure that 
there will be no more trouble in the more populous por¬ 
tions of.the province unless the Russians should turn the 
tables on trie Japanese and the latter should be compelled 
to beat a retreat. It has even been considered safe for 
foreign ladies to return to their homes in Sun-ch'On and 
in Unsan. 

We see from the papers that a large amount of silver 
yen are needed by the Japanese army in their operations 
in Manchuria and the Japanese government is withdraw¬ 
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ing the silver ven from Formosa for that purpose. While 
the Japanese were opera tin" in Korea very large amounts 
ol this coin came into the country but now that the 
army has passed on into Manchuria there is a silver yen 
famine here. The ioreign mining companies use silver 
yen very largely in paying their native help and it has 
become quite a serious question where these are to lie 
procured. Really this currency question is a curious 
factor in the problem. In the various territories now 
occupied l»v Japanese troops we find the following kinds 

of exchange medium: 

{1) Japanese paper yen. 

(2) Dai lchi-Ginko notes. 

(o) Korean cash. 

(4) Korean nieklcs. 

{5) Jap&ncsc silver yen. 

(6) Chinesc cash. 

(7) Syccc. 

(5) Mexican dollars. 

(9) Russian paper roubles. 

There may be others as well but there .are these at 
least and in almost every locality only one of these is 
preferred. 

A foreigner passing through An-ju a few weeks ago 
gives the following account of the skirmish there between 
the Japanese and the Russians, to which we referred in 
our last issue. He savs: 

“The battle here two weeks ago must have been very 
interesting. There were only forty Japanese here then. 
The array went over into China long ago and left a few 
men in each county-seat to bold the main road. Four 
hundred Cossacks made a dash behind the lines to cut the 
main road and t ried to capture An-ju. The forty Japanese 
were more than ready. They engaged a lot. of Kurcaus 
to sit down behind a wall in a safe place and fire guns 
that the Japanese furnished them and a lot more were 
hired to yell whenever the Japanese yelled. They then 
locked the city gates, look tbeir.places on the wall and 
picked off the Russians whenever they came in sight. 
Every time the Japanese fired, the men detailed for that 
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purpose would tell the Koreans to shoot like blazes and 
every time the Japanese veiled the Koreans followed suit, 
so that although the Russians knew to a dead certain ly 
that there were only forty Japanese there, they began to 
doubt whether there were not 4,000. They hung around 
all the morning afraid to walk in anti eat up the Japanese. 
At one o'clock sixty Japanese from the next county came 
hurrying up the road and took the Russians on the flank, 
and the Japanese in the town rushed out at the same 
time; so the Russians came to the conclusion that there 
were something less than a million Japanese in the 
vicinity and skipped out—that is, all but twenty-two 
that were dead. Jf forty Japanese can stand off 4-00 
Russians and 3 00 can make 400 run for the tall timber it 
would be interesting to know how many it would take 
to whip the whole population of Russia. 

“The Russians killed and burned and did a lot of other 
bad work in K*-chTin because they said the people of 
that place had lied to them about the size of the Japanese 
garrison at An-ju." 


The Ajun. 

In the February issue of the Review we began a dis¬ 
cussion of the Korean ajiw but in succeeding issues it was 
crowded out by press of other matter. We return to it 
now however as being a very important phase of Korean 
life and one which lias .always differentiated it from the 
Chinese social system. 

The main business of the ajun is the collecting of the 
taxes. They form the physical arm by which the govern¬ 
ment enforces its laws and edicts. At the present day 
the country is provided with some sort of a police system 
separate from the ojitm but during the long centuries pre¬ 
ceding 1894 they attended to all such matters. The 
reason why their main business is the collection of 
taxes is because this is the main interest the central 
government has in the people. As in all despotic coun¬ 
tries, the people are merely tin bank on which the gov- 
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cm merit draws ix’rcnnially but without making: any de¬ 
posits. The idea of mutual benefits, while* inculcated by 
Corifucian teaching, is purely an academic idea and forms 
no part of the Korean government's working plan. 
Xaturt germinates the need, the people gather in the har¬ 
vest and the government ir. one form or another relieves 
the farmer of any considerable surplus there may he over 
and above his actual needs. This gathering oftaxes isnot 
only the af&u's main business but. unfortunately, it is one 
of the government's main concerns as well. If we inquire 
what the government gives in exchange for the money 
that the people pay in taxes we find tiic list a rather neg¬ 
ative one. It does not guarantee them immunity from 
oppression, it docs not afford them adequate police protec¬ 
tion, it d<H'S not provide educational facilities. Jt simply 
grants them the privilege to live and to grub away year 
after year without hope of betterment. One would sup¬ 
pose that there would In* ronsLani ami serious disaffec¬ 
tion on the part of the people. Well, there would be if it 
were not for the aiHus whose business it is to know the 
people well and to keep their hand on the popular pulse, 
anil give warning of impending danger. 

The tifu/i.i are the only students of political economy 
anil they learn it not from books Hut in the pratieal 
school of experience. They do not- bother their heads 
about Utopian principles nor try experiments in sociology 
but thev fituilv the actual conditions of their various 
localities, have all the practical factors of the problem at 
their fingers' ends and know exactly how to handle auy 
social condition that is likely to arise. Thev are in such 
ciosc touch with the people and their daily life that they 
can foresee probable contingencies and, having at hand 
all the possible means for meeting these contingencies, 
they are never at fault. 

Suppose, for instance, that the ajuns became aware 
that the government was contemplating the building of 
a palace or the carrying out of some other public work 
that would require a heavy outlay of money. They 
would know instinctively that this money must event¬ 
ually come out of the common people, the producing class. 
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which, in Korc-n, menus the farmers. Long before the 
blow falls the ajuns will have worked out the problem as 
to how they will apportion and raise the extra taxation 
without exasperating the people. They fit the means to 
the end with such nicely that they generally succeed in 
tiding over the crisis without any serious disturbance. 
Of course there are times when there is no possibility of 
withstanding popular clamor, where the rapacity of a 
central government passes till possible bounds. Then 
the ajuns simply spread out deprecating hands and 
deny all responsibility. The people rise in revolt, drive 
out the prefect and defy the government. The ajuns 
remain quiescent and the people do not molest them, 
knowing that they arc not to blame. In time the gov¬ 
ernment sends down another prefect who wiilks softly at 
first, takes counsel with his ajuns , acquaints himself with 
the causes of the late tremble and attempts to reorganize 
on some workable basis. 

The ajuns are not only the prefectura! financiers but 
they are the lawyers as well. In enlightened countries 
any citizen can secure legal counsel and sue another citizen 
at law, but in Korea there are no lawyers in our sense. 
The ajuns monopolize that office so far as there is such an 
office. As a result, they are generally well up in the law; 
not ns we reckon legal knowledge with its fine distinc¬ 
tions and its mass of precedents, but a sort of rough-and- 
ready, common-sense law which not infrequently serves the 
ends of justice as well as the intricate codes of western 
lands. But the subject of legal procedure in Korea 
deserves and will receive separate notice. 

The salary of the a/un is about fifteen thousand cash 
a month, or six Korean dollars, but it varies somewhat. 
Some ajuns receive as much as eight dollars n month. It is 
safe to 6:i.y that no a/un pretends to live Or. his salary, nor 
that any Kmrean or Chinese official of any grade what¬ 
soever lives on his salary alone. The government does 
not pretend .to pay him a living salary. There can be no 
doubt whatever that most offices in tile gift of the gov¬ 
ernment could Ixrreadilv filled even if there were no salary 

• • 

attached. 
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What, then, constitute the supplementary sources of 
the ajun'i income? In the first place there is always a 
heavy charge against the government for transportation 
of’the revenue money. Iri every government budget we 
find that out of a total expenditure of $10,000,000 n full 
million is spent on transportation. This is because of the 
luck of good transport facilities. The transport of cash 
by pony-back is a ruinous transaction but inevitable, if 
the government desires to receive its revenue. But 
though the government pays this cnormons percentage 
for transportation, it is Dot all used for that purpose. 
The a/uits carry on an exchange business whereby much 
of this money requires no costly transportation, anti so 
the amount the government pays on this item goes large¬ 
ly into the pockets of the ajuns and the prefects. In other 
wools the ajuns do a banking business on their own 
account. But besides this, and more frequently still, the 
ajuns invest the government revenue money in merchan¬ 
dise and send it up to Seoul where it realizes a handsome 
profit. The amount paid by the government has paid 
for the bringing of the goods to Seoul and so the profit 
on the transaction may 1* as high as forty or fifty per 
cent. There are some forms of merchandise that are worth 
twice as much in Seoul as in the country and it is un¬ 
likely that the ajuns would invest -in the less paying 
kinds. A very common wa v is for a Seoul merchant to 
carry money to the Finance Department and received an 
on lerfor an equivalent amount on some prefect, and when 
this is pjiid to him in the country the ajuns and prefect 
pocket the a mount representing the trasportation charges. 
This is not a swindle but is one of the several perquisites 
of the country official. The government.pays a fixed sum 
lor transportation and so Jong as the money is trans¬ 
ported the government cares not what becomes of the 
priqe paid. There can lx- no doubt that a national bank, 
begun in a modest wa v and carried on with skill, econ¬ 
omy and rectitude would prove a very paying proposi¬ 
tion but in Korean hands there is grave doubt about 
its success. 

Another source of income for the ajuns is that which 
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is called the am-grief or ''hidden measure. M Taxes arc 
always levied on the yttl which corresponds to a certain 
amount o!‘ u nth reshed rice. The "hidden measure" refers 
to rice or other grain that is grown on new Helds that 
have not as yet been legally recognized and for which 
deeds have not .'is vet been issued. Each vear sees a cer* 
lair number of new fields made, the "margin of cultiva¬ 
tion” always being on the rise. Now. the central govern¬ 
ment will take no cognizance ol’ these fields until such 
time as it sees fit to order a general remeasurement of 
land throughout the country. Then they are all in¬ 
cluded ; hut this may be any where from two to ten years 
after they are made, and during that interval the local 
prefect and his ajuns absorb all the taxes paid on such 
property and wc may be sure that no field escapes their 
attention. 

Then again the bouse tax affords a means for per¬ 
sonal aggrandizement. The official report of the number 
of houses in any prefecture never, we may safely say, 
corresponds with the actual number, any more than the 
listed value of a man’s ho use in America corresponds with 
its actual market value. This is the reason why the 
population of Korea can never be accurately determined. 
Judging from the number of houses on the grand list one 
would infer that there cannot he more than 5,000,0U0 
people in Korea, whereas there are doubtless more than 
twice that number. The difference between the listed 
and the actual number is the measure of the local of¬ 
ficial's squeeze. This too is more in the nature of a per¬ 
quisite since it is perfectly well understood by the central 
government and is a recognized "institution” in prefee- 
turn l administration. 

Such-are some of the more legal and reputable 
sources of the ajum* income but it must he confessed that 
in actual practice there arc many other and far lpss 
reputable avenues of income. As we have already said, 
it is a position which presents exceptional temptations 
to cupidity and it is but natural to expect that many 
will succumb to these temptations. It may he laid down 
as n general rule that ajuris take their cue from their 
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superiors .'sn«I when there i.« a good central government 
(fie ujin/s will walk circumspectly and when the central 
government is corrupt the ajvns throw off their re¬ 
straints find work the people to the last point of endur¬ 
ance and occasionally hevond it. 

The (t/iui being such an exceedingly important factor 
in Korean life we are not surprised ir> find that he plays 
a leading role in the folk-lore of the land. The stories in 
which be figures are simply numberless. Sometimes he is 
represented as a good man but more often as a bad one 
and you will not read tar in a Korean novel without 
running across him either as villain or hero or at least in 
the back-ground oi the tale. 

From the earliest times these ajans were the pre¬ 
fect urn I clerks ;ind wen* skillful in handling the brush 
pen. Just as in Europe in the middle ages the nobleman 
could not read or write but depended upon his clerk for 
these offices, so at first and for some time the same was 
true in Korea. The a funs write with a peculiar clerkly 
hand and any educated Korean can tell fit a glance 
whether a documenc has been written by an ajun or not. 
It was for the use of these clerks that Stil-ch'ong made 
the diacritical system called the *-/«. This was a system 
of marks used in a Chinese text to mark the verbal end¬ 
ings and make it easier for the Korean to read. The 
very name i-fu shows the original position of the ajuns.ior 
it means "ajuni style." the characters being 7j»|§. This 
shows that it was originally intended for use by the 
clerkly class. 

Up to the year 1S91 there were ajuns in Seoul also 
but here they were called mri or “writing aj/rn." 
Since that date the place of the ajun in Seoul has Ijeen 
rilled bv the cfoisu. Some of the old-time sun became 

m/ 

ehusas in the new regime. 

The ajuns being hereditary oilier holders are more 
permanent in their various localities than any other 
people and they acquire local characteristics and heredi¬ 
tary traits which make it possible to compare them in 
different localities more perfectly than almost nny other 
class. The ajuns of Chulla Province are called the best 
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because they ore of somewhat higher social grade and 
their word carries more*weight, aiul withal they have 
more pride and fed more fully the necessity of upholding 
the dignity of their name. They arc in a sense the 
tribunes of the people as well as the servants of the 
prefect. The people of C hull a Province, unlike those of 
Clvung-oh'ung and Kvtmg-sang Provinces, arc not so 
much interested in studying Chinese and in getting official 
positions and the ajnm there pay special attention to 
the industrial lines and are more helpful to the people 
.than elsewhere in the country. The most celebrated ajum 
have come from that province. In fact well-informed 
Koreans say that Chulla Province is made up of their 
families and that there are fewer of the low class and 
fewer of the high class there than in any other part of the 
country. 

The ajuns of the north do not have ti very good 
reputation, for they arc not so well educated and they do 
not work so much in the interests of the people. 

The better class of ajun is an illustration of what the 
Korean of the “higher middieclass” would be if there were 
any .such class. He is educated, bright, energetic, a good 
student, of human nature and without the measureless 
vanity of the gentleman. If any one thinks that even 
under proper conditions the Koreans could not become a 
strong and successful people, a study of the better portion 
of this ajun class would soon convince him of his mistake. 

Foreignersin Seoul hear only the bad things about 
this most necessary of all the government agents and un¬ 
fortunately the stories are loo often true, but we should 
remember that there arc thottsandsupon thousands upon 
whom devolve the most arduous and important duties 
and who perform these duties, as a rule, with great 
success. 


The Oldest Relic in Korea. 


"We recently had the pleasure of a visit to Chun-dcung 
Monastery on the island of Kang-wba and the celebrated 
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Mori Mountain in the vicinity of thui mouaslerv, This 

• ™ 

monastery is the only one that has figured prominently 
in the recent history of Korea and it is for that reason, 
as well as h'canse of the exceptional beauty of its sur¬ 
roundings. well worth a visit. The monastery lies in a 
sort ot mountain crater one side of which has been broken 
down. It is near the southern end of the island of Kang- 
wha and may lie reached by sampan from Chemulpo in 
about three hours under favorable conditions of wind 
and tide. With a little extra effort the round trip may 
be made from Chemulpo in a single day with four hours' 
stop at the monastery. It is an easy hour's walk from 
tide water to the irate of the fortress, for this monastery' 
is one of the few which is both monastery and fortress. 
The whole heavily wooded nest among the high moun¬ 
tains where the monastery lies can be plainly seen Ironi 
the water as one approaches Kang-wha from Chemulpo. 
You land at a point called Ch'o-ji about two miles below 
the little fort which the Americans stormed in 1871, and 
find a good road running right over the low hills west¬ 
ward to the monastery. It cannot he called a reallv 
good bicycle road but a bicycle could be used to advant¬ 
age if one wished. Three miles of easy walking bring 
you to the foot of the steep hill leading up to the gate of 
the fortress. You ascend the smooth treeless slope hy a 
path that reminds you of the old-time bridle road over 
the pass between Seoul and Chemulpo, except that it is 
not so high. On cither side of you are two sharp spurs 
along which run the hattlemented walls to right and left 
of the gate so that you are immediately inclosed hi* these 
two arms of wall high above you on either side. It was 
at this point that the French suffered a disastrous defeat 
in 1S6G when the exjx-dition under Admiral Rozemadea 
descent upon the island in retaliation for the execution of 
nine Roman Catholic priests in that year by the order of 
the laic Regent, the Ti-wfin-kun. 

It is not to be wondered at that the French authori¬ 
ties should send an expedition to Korea under the circum¬ 
stances but it was unfortunate that the mutter was not 

pushed to a finish, for the way in which the incident 
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closed left the Korean Government convinced of its ability 
to defy all foreign powers. The same was the case live 
ycjits later when the Americans took the little for? near 
the same place but then retired without bringing the 
Government to terms. 

.In 1866 the French landed on the northern part of the 
island and took, the town of Kang-wha. Hearing that 
there was a force of Koreans at the monastery twelve 
miles away, a force of some 160 men marched toward it 
on a hot October day. They were probably unaware of 
the number and the quality of the troops they were to 
meet and the strength of the position they held. As a mat¬ 
ter of fact there were some 5000 Korean troops composed 
largely of the hardy frontiersmen of the north and they 
occupied a position that even with their poor tr. ining 
and equipment they could have held against an equal 
number of foreign troops. The French marched up the 
steep hill toward the gate but before they reached :t 
there burst upon them from the heights on cither side a 

cross fire of both musketrv and cannon rind within five 

• 

minutes they were hopelessly crippled; At that time 
there were some few scattered trees and other shelter be¬ 
low the gate and the brave Frenchmen, not willing to 
give up the fight so soon even against overwhelming 
odds, sought shelter behind these natural defenses; but it 
soon became evident that the purpose of the expedition 
could not be effected. So a retreat was ordered. The 
dead and wounded were carried down the hill under a 
terrible fire from the enemy and the almost desperate 

march toward the main force was begun. The Koreans 
swarmed out of the fortress in pursuit and had it not 
been for a strong body of French who came out to meet 
them the entire 160 men would probably have beer, 
sacrificed. 

The Koreans had prepared a large numl>er of stone 
cannon-balls to use in ease their iron balls should he 
exhausted. We secured a couple of these curious missiles 
at tlic monastery. They measure about four inches in 
diameter and arc made of granite, roughly cut in the 
shape of a sphere. 
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Back of the numastery, across-- a valley, rises the 
forbidding granite crag of Mari Mountain. The charac¬ 
ters for Mari are which were evidently used merely 

to transliterate theanciem Korean name of the mountain. 
It is the highest peak on the island and on its very top 
rises the rough stone pile which has been known through 
the centuries at the Tangim Tan or “Altar of Tangun." A 
stiff climb of an hour brought us to this most ancient 
relic. We entered a sort of opening in a wall and found 
ourselves in a little iuclomre twenty feet square. On the 
western side of this anil forming part of the wall of the 
enclosure rose a flight of stone steps made of slabs of 
stone put together without mortar and rising some eight 
feet. Ascending these steps we reached the top of the 
alLar proper which is eight feet high above the floor of 
the enclosure but some twelve feet above the foundations 
on the other three sides. It is almost exactly twenty feet 
square on top. The surface of the top of the altar is. 
rough and shows the results ol much vandalism. We 
were told that boys had thrown down many of the 
stones so that the altar is riot so high as it once was. 
The structure as it now stands is probably not more 
than a century old, for we read in the annals of Korea 
frequent statements that the government gave money to 
repair it. Some parts of it, esjx.-cially the more solid 
foundations, an- evidently of extreme age and look as if 
they had been there as long as the mountain itself. The 
Tangun is believed by the Koreans to hive ruled in Korea 
from 2300 R C. until the time of Kija, 1122 B. C., but 
works that claim some degree of historicity say that 
he reigned from 11 93 B. C until 1122 B. C. It is prob¬ 
able that if there is anything real about this word 7an- 
znn it refers to a dynasty of native chiefs who antedated 
Kija. The grave of Tangun is .shown today at Kang¬ 
ri ong east of P' veng-vang and is 4-10 feet in circumference. 
It was in 2265 B. C. that, according to tradition, he first 
sacrificed on Kang-wha. The fortress in which the Chfln- 
deung Monastery is situated is called Sam-nang E&J° r 
“Three Sons" and according to tradition it was built by 
the three sons of Tangun. 
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The entire absence of any kind of inscription in con¬ 
nection with the altar is partial evidence of its extreme 
age, for if it had liecn made subsequent to the coming of 
Kija we should doubtless find some sort of inscription, 
either in its original shape or in the form of a restora¬ 
tion. One has hut to visit the spot to be impressed by 
the evidences of extreme age. especially in certain parts of 
the structure. 


Odds and Ends. 

Hu Molt was one of the leading officials in 
A St might the days of King Ilvo-jong 1650-1G60, and 
Official. he was one of the mam’ good officials who 
died simply because of party strife. The 
following anecdote is told of him which exhibits a strik¬ 
ing contrast with present day officialdom. 

While still a young man and before he had come into 
political prominence he went to a great monastery in 
Kyuiig-sang Province to study. Jn those days a man 
could live thus at a monastery free of expense, the 
expectation being that by the literary skill acquired he 
would obtain an official position and at a later date re¬ 
coup the monastery* for all expenses incurred and give a 
handsome bonus besides. 

llu Mok studied diligently and seemed in a fair way 
to accomplish his object, but money for repairs upon the 
monastery was urgently needed. Tt was in danger of 
falling about the ears of the monks. So they asked him 
to write a “begging letter" for them. This meant a fine 
literary production overflowing with praise of the 
monastery and legging nil good men to subscribe to¬ 
ward the repairs. Hu Mok agreed to help them and told 
them to come the next morning and the letter would lie 
ready for them. When morning came he told them that 
he had a better scheme and asked how much ready 
money they had. It was only 20,01)0 cash, a mere baga¬ 
telle. He told them to take it all and buy hemp and 
bring it to him. They obeyed, though with some hesita¬ 
tion With the great pile of hemp he told them to make 
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nn enormous rope 01 cable as lar<;e as n man’s thigh. 
They did so. He then led them uji a mountain till they 
came to a great isolated boulder that stood poised on 
the edge of a precipice. He put the rope around this and 
cold the 400 monks to pull with all their might. Slowly 
the great stone came up on end and was securely prop¬ 
ped. IIu Mok was either crazy or inspired, surely. But 
when he pointed to the lad where the rock had Lain and 
discovered to them an enormous hidden treasure of sil¬ 
ver they concluded that it was inspiration rather than 
dementia and forthwith carried the silver home. It was 
treasure concealed long centuries before by the inmates, 
of a monastery that had stood over the spot where the 

stone lav. They never asked him how he knew but thev 
“ * • 

Look Lnc silver and put their monastery into fine shape. 

Their benefactor refused to take a single ounce of the 
silver and finally left for Seoul with only enough money 
to pay his way. He rose to the highest eminence and 
the Koreans believe the taie that is told, that all the 
emoluments of office which he received amounted in Hie 
end to the exact sum which he had given the monastery ; 
which is supposed to illustrate the justice of heaven. 
All the same Hu Mole died in prison at the hands of his 
great rival Song Si rvul. 


Editorial Comment. 

% 

The month of June is filled with events of importance 
which demand more than a passing comment hut with 
our limited space \vc cannot hope to deal with them 
adequately. We have given the year’s budget in detail. 
You can judge of a man's life by the entries in his cash ac¬ 
count. The same is true nf a errantry. In examining this 
budget one is astonished at the proportion of the money 
that is eaten up in salaries. Take the Mining Bureau for 
instance. Out of $l0,4T>f* not one cent is expended for 
anv useful cncl unless it he hidden under the paltry item 
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of $74-4 which is denominated, ami probably with truth, 
miscellaneous. The Bureau of Decorations spent $11,000 
out of $19,000 on salaries. The Ceremonial Bureau used 
up $19,000 on salaries and office expenses out of a total 
of $21,508. 

”C> 

Thc matter of concessions to Japanese has assumed 
large proportions, it is too complicated and important 
n phase of the present situation to discuss inn few wools. 
We shall take it up later and attempt a dispassionate 
review of the whole situation. Meanwhile we remember 
that Japan has guaranteed the independence and safety 
of the Korean people. We have no doubt that ultimately 
this large consideration will dominate the situation and 
that any adumbration of it because of the redundant 
energy and thrift of individual Japanese will he done 
away. We note with satisfaction that members of the 
Japanese Diet, who have nothing personally at stake, 
applaud the attitude of the Foreign Minister in his 
Opposition to sweeping concessions. 


News Calendar. 


REVENUE 

Lam> Tax . Sv.703.591 

FTorj-n Tax . 460.295 

Salt, Fisii. etc , etc. 210,000 

Arrears from 1903 2.790,687 

Poll Tax 850.000 

Mtscellaxhous Taxes 200.000 


Total . $14,214*573 

DISBURSEMENT 

Imperial Privy Purse . $(.013,359 

Imperial Sacrifices 186.641 

Household Dkpa ktmknt 

Railway Hurcau 

Salaries . $'5.3^4 
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< >ffi -'«* 1,728 

Repair* . ir-o 

Travel ling . i.Soo 

Kutert;.imnoii . 240 

Machinery . 120 

branch office*. . . . 2 000 

riiiicniicr .' 1 ji.joo 


Total . $ 27,072 

Puttier Guard 

Salaries . . . ? 115 f ^50 

Miscellaneous 4 . 30 ft 

Office . 16 , «oo 

Repairs . >.500 

Travelling yoo 

Inspectors . . ’ .1.500 

Uniforms . 27.755 

. . . . 1 2 c> 

Secret Service . 2 <o 

Priruii 2.023 


Tntnl . $170,256 

/’. ltd at Open Poll' 

Salaries . $4''.’^ 

Miscellaueon-. . \ 

Office . . . . 5,4 <•> 

T ravelling . 4.200 

Repairs . 620 

Uniforms . 5.1*1* 

Prison ..... . 2,304 


Total . 39* 

Sbrant Police . 700 

/dorfit-rest Pa in, v/ v 

Salaries . $<0,225 

Misccllancnns . 504 

Office . 375 

Repairs 50 

Travelling . 2.000 

Foreigners' Sahr'c" . 14.400 


Total . $27,554 

Cere moniat Biora n 

Salaries . $16,156 

Miscdlmeous . y ( 2 

Office . . . 3 000 

Repairs. 4“0 

Travelling . 360 
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Entertainment . 1 H 0 

Correspondence . 500 


Total . $21,50b 

Mining Bureau 

Salaries . $ 2 , 6^4 

Miscellaneous . 744 

Office. 1,236 

Repairs . 300 

Travelling . . 5.289 


Total . £'<J t 453 

Pknsion Bureau 

Salaries . $5,904 

Miscellaneous . '.'52 

Office 20,496 

Total . £27,552 

Board or Generals 

Salaries . $32,^14 

Miscellaneous . 15.716 

Office . 23,054 

Uniforms. 9,782 

Travelling .... 1,500 

Mounts .. 4.463 

Secret Service 1,1500 

Total . $86,929 

The Cabinet 

Salaries . £30.234 

Miscellaneous . 2,544 

Office. 2,250 

Repairs .. 200 

Travelling . 60 

Official Gazette 5,500 

§40,788 

Government Annals . 84° 

Decoration Bureau 

Salaries . $10,130 

Miscellaneous . 849 

Office . 7 .SO 

Repairs . 200 

Travelling ... 200 

Medals, etc . . 3 , 43 1 

Bullion, etc. ... ...... . . 4,000 

Total. Si 9,560 
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Jiu.ME IfE'-ARl Mh.NT 
i . nlrnt ( yji<c 

Sarnies . 

Mi.scfcliai.Cvi lit; 

Office 

Repairs . 

Travelling 
Foreigners' S.ilaries 


§ 32-212 
2,940 
3,ooo 
500 
.. 300 

?,2oo 


Total 

.Moyoi ally 

Salaries . . 

Miscellaneous . 

Office . . 

Travelling . 

Kqairs . . 


Total . $6,664 

ProHt/ces 

Salaries . . . ... $55,828 

Miscellaneous . 16.406 

Office . 10,335 

Travelling ... . .... . 6,760 

Repairs 611 

Total. $41,962 

/‘n'.ff.dures 

Salaries 1 st class . $6,984 

Miscellaneous „ ,, . 3 . 3<2 

Sacrifices . v . 300 

. .. 750 

Travelling . 270 

Repairs . ,, 150 

Secret Service ,, 2,088 

Salaries (Quelpail) . . . $3,000 

Miscellaneous . . ... 664 

Office ., . . . :. 250 

Travelling ,. . yo 

Prison 098 

Salaries 2nd class $521,802 

Miscellaneous.163,802 

Sacrifices . 27,975 

Office .. . 57 . 5 10 

Travelling ,, . 22,290 

Secret Service,. „ . . .. ..20,712 

Total. 1 .5831,187 • 

(rO'ienimenl Hospital 

Salaries .$5,144 

Miscellaneous . y,88 


§ 46.352 


$4,484 

y6o 

I ,IX *0 
120 
1,00 
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Office ..... 700 

Repairs 500 

Medicines . 1220 

Food, etc. . 650 

Total.$8,932 

Vaccination bureau 

Salaries £2,280 

Miscellaneous ... .... .... 420 

Office .... .... .... 600 

Repairs - .... .... .... 150 

Medicines - .... - 800 

• Total ... ... £4,250 

Special Travelling Expenses . £730 

.Various Country Sacrifices . SS71 

FOifElGN DbPABTMKN'T 
Central Office 

Salaries . $>9,479 

Miscellaneous . 3.C24 

Office . .3,000 

Telegrams . 3.000 

Repairs . 600 

Travelling . 000 

Entertainment . .. 2.400 

Banquets . . 3 200 


Total . $35-3<>3 

Superintendent of Trade 

Chemulpo >^.336 

Fusan . . ...... . 6.012 

Wonsan 5.672 

Kyong heiing 4.93* 

JMokpu . .... . . 5 432 

Chinnampo . 5.432 

Kunsao . . . . 5 432 

Masampo . 5.432 

SOng-jin. 5,012 

Pyeng-yang. 4.932 


Legations Abroad 
Japan 

United States 

"England . 

Germany 1 
Austria f 
Russia 
France 


Total . £54.62-1 

. $19,140 

. 28.000 

. 29,600 

. 3 4.000 

. . 32 600 

. 35.600 
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China . . . . 19 900 


Total . §197,440 

Finance Department 
Central Office 

Salaries . §52.43* 

Miscellaneous . 9.948 

Office . 5.000 

Repairs 400 

Travelling,. 200 


('r-slows 

Chemulpo 

* 

I'nsat) 

Wonsan 

Mofcpo 
Chinnampo 
Kunsan 
Masampo 
SOng-jin . 


Total . J 07 ,yh 6 

. 556.305 

. 30.1 So 

. »S .»‘5 

. 7.200 

. 7.200 

. 7,200 

. 7.200 

. 7. 200 


Total 

Foreign Loans 

Dai Ichi Ginko . 

MaD of War . . . 

Various loans . 

Interest on loan from t 
Seoul Fwsftn K. R. Co. f 


Total . $2,330,457* 

Pensions . $1,956 

Revenue Transportation . . .... $200,000 

War Department 
Central Otfue 

Salaries . $ 3 °. 664 

Miscellaneous . 3.240 

Office . 3.000 

Repairs . 500 

Travelling . 5.000 

Uniforms ., . 994 

Foreign Employees . 12,360 


$141,600 

$ 1 .* 79 > 340 
- 435./17 

. 13.200 

2.000 


The Army 

Bureau of Imperial Guard 
Bureau of Seoul Guard 


Total 


$ 53,758 

$5,898 
. 5.898 
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Bureau of Country Guards . 5*89$ 

The Imperial Guard . 795,625 

The Seoul Guard . 787,725 

Cavalry . 121.757 

Artillery .. . . 117,470 

Miners, sappers, carpenters, blacksmiths, etc. 45.502 

Commissariat ... * 5.474 

Military Band . 34.652 

Country Guards .2.012,358 

Gendarmes 14.396 

Court Martial. 14.396 

Military School . ...... . 87,186 

Military Medical Staff . 1,460 

Imperial attendants . 16,192 

Memorial sacrifices . 2,48b 

Military Equipment . 3.02S 

Arrenals . 460,876 


Total . $4,675,251 

The cxpen scs for thr ftfa v ■ of war $450,604 

I.AW DiiFAKTMK.NT 
Central Office 

Salaries . $22,353 

Miscellaneous . 1.692 

Office . 2.500 

Repairs 350 

Travelling . 1,200 

Foreign Emplot-ee - ... . ’.. 6,000 


, Total . .. $34,095 

Supreme Coutt 

Salaries .... ... . 10.363 

Miscellaneous . 1.260 

Office . 1.250 

Repairs <oo 

Uniforms • .. 138 


Total • .... $13.111 

Seoul Court 

Salaries .... - ... .... $ 7 *°' 4 

Miscellaneous .... .... ... 1,896 

Office . . - .... - 1,050 

Repairs ... .... - - - • -. - • 100 

Uniforms . .... 138 

Special investigation .... . . 100. 


Total . Sio.2i,f» 

Law School 

Salaries . . 
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Miscellaneous . . . ...... 193 

Office . . 1,800 

Repairs. . 100 


Total . $5,2x2 

Provincial Courts . $1,250 

Police Bureau 
Central Office 

Salaries . . S' 95 . 5 S& 

Miscellaneous . 5.688 

Office . 27,000 

Repairs; 7,800 

Travelling. . . 2,400. 

Rations 10,725 

Uniforms. .... . 44,242 

Medical 150 

Secret Service 300 

Tents, etc. .... ... ... 300 


Total . $294,161 

/ails and Prisons (Seoul) 

Salaries .. .... . $.8,312 

Miscellaneous . . . 6,984 

Office . . . i.yoo 

Repairs . ...... 300 

Uniforms .... .. . 3,060 

Prisoners food ... '.4.034 

Burial expenses .... .... 150 


Total .. . $ 34*740 

/'rovincial Polite. 

Salaries . $ 33 .° 7 2 

Miscellaneous . 1.728 

Repairs . 4,680 

Travelling . . . ... 6,240 

Prisons . 5,742 


Total . $51,462 

Border Police 

Salaries . $16,760 

Miscellaneous ' ... . . ... 216 

Office . 2,000 

Repairs 400 

Travelling . 2.000 

Uniforms .. 4,100 

Prisous . 286 


Total . $25,762 
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Mileage . r . $5oo 

Educational Department 
Centra'J Office 

Salaries $18,287 

r Miscellaneous . 1,380 

Office .-. 1.500 

Text-book printing.6,500 

Repairs 300 

Travelling. 200 


Total .... $28,617 

Annual Calendar 

Salaries . $5,250 

Miscellaneous...... ..144 

Office . 120 

Making Calendar . 1.200 


Total .. . $6,714 

Seoul Schools 

paries .$ 34 - 7/7 

Miscellaneous . 4.932 

Confucian School . 4.873 

Normal School . 4,252 

Middle School . 4 ... a',: 00 

Medical School . 3,100 

Industrial School .22,350 

Intermediate Schools . 800 

Primary Schools . 5.930 

Japanese Language school . 1,370 

English " ” '2,430 

French ” " i.rioo 

Russian ” ” 1,560 

Chinese " “ 1,120 

German ”• " 1.460 

Foreign Teachers . 44.220 


Total . .. $135,074 

< 'wntry and Private Schools 

Mayoralty School... $ 600 

Primar}' School . . . 4,6X0 

Open Port Schools . 3.210 

Four Special Schools . 1,440 

Special Country Schools . 9,000 

Subsidy to Seoul Japanese School 360 

Chemulpo and Fusan ” 3,500 

’* Private School* . 

Total $ 27 . 7 ’« 
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Prince Eui-Wka s Expenses . $8,000 

Department of Agriculture, &c. 

Central Office 

Salaries .$ 3 t, 5‘4 

Miscellaneous. 2.652 

Office . . . . . 1.800 

Repairs . 400 

Travelling 1.000 

Foreign Employees . 7,200 


Total - $44,646 

Public Works 

Country Works . $424 

Silk Culture . 6,ooo' 


Total - $6,42 4 

Privy Council 

Salaries .$16,320 

Miscellaneous. '.476 

Office . i. 5°6 

Repairs . '°o 


Total . $ «9-396 

Special Palace Guard 

Salaries . $65,100 

Miscellaneous . . . ...... 6,102 

Office 5-457 

Uniforms. 5 . 3>9 


Total . $81,978 

Bureau of Communications 
Central Office 

Salaries . $14,260 

Miscellaneous . i,»o8 

Office >.*» 

Repairs. 5 °^ 

Travelling .*. ' 5 ° 

Foreign Employees .- . 10,200 


Total . $27,918 

Comm unications 

Post Office . $ 3 ,} *.427 

Telegraph Office . 276.303 

Water Communications.... 15.000 


Total . $609,730 
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Incidental and Extras 

Palace Construction .. . $300,000 

Railroad Land Purchase . 325,395 

Seoul Sewer Repairs . 5,000 

” Street " 26.150 

Wall building . •. 3.350 

Country' Repairs . . 10,000 

Suppressing Robbers . 500 

Helping Ship-wrecked men . 5.000 

Eleemosynary . 300 

Scavengers . 2,488 

House Rent. . . 

Mine inspection ...... . 1.840 

Annual Exhibit . 4.500 

Emergency fund . 1,158,000 


Total . $1,843,503 

GRAND TOTALS 

Imperial Privy Purse . . $ : *° J 3-359 

Imperial Sacrifice . 186.641 

Household Department . 327.541 

Pension Bureau . 27*552 

Board op Generals . . 

The Cabinet . 40.788 

Government Records . 840 

Bureau of Decorations . 19,560 

Home Department. * 990.948 

Foreign Department . 287.367 

Finance Department 2,74^.999 

War Department . 5,180.614 

Law Department . 63,967 

Police - Bureau 406,925 

Educational Department.205,673 

Department or Agriculture, etc. 51.070 

Privy Council . 19.396 

Special Palack Guard '. 81.978 

Bureau of Communications ...... .637,648 

Incidentals and Extras . 1,843.503 


Total . $14. 3 14.298 

Surplus . ■ . 275 


* $ 14 , 214,573 

Kim To-:l who wa* formerly a Russian interpreter in Seem! haf 
beer ic biding, BO the Japanese press* asserts;, in the home o: a foreigner 
jn the city, but because of a quarrel with hi$ host he wa* turned out 
«nd ha$ been arrested by the order of the Mayor. 
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The Japanese paper state* that the Poreigr. Office has asked that 
the interests of Korean subjects in Tientsin and other Chinese ports he 
put in the hands of the Japanese Consuls, just as Chinese interests iu 
scoul were put iu tbe hands of the English at the lime of the China 
Japan War of 1894. 

fiecanse ol petty thieving of railroad nea on the part oi Koreans 
near the river, the Mayor of Seoul, a; the request of tbe Japanese Con* 
<ul-gencral has posted a notice staling that anyone detected in such a 
felony will be severely handled. 

The money specially issued for use bv the Japanese army passes 
current among the Chinese at An-tong but suffers & discount of ten per¬ 
cent. 

A Japanese ship-bnilding company at Fnsan has asked fora piece of 
land on the foreshore about two miles up tbe toy from the settlemen't 
in order to carry out its project. 

Three Koreans charged with having supplied information of Japan¬ 
ese movements to the Russian* were seized in tbe north and sent to 
Seoul, investigation showed that their offense nos not of a very &er- 
ions nature and they were let off with a gentle reminder in the shape of 
eighty blows on the back with the wheckari 

Tbe monks of the WQu-heuug Monaslry outside tbe East Gate were 
&o rash as to state that the burning of the palace wa* due to the anger 
vf Buddha. They evidently thought that they could work upon the 
fears of those in high station and thus secure to themselves substantial 
results, but they reckoned without their host for rhe result is that the 
whole monustry has been ordered to remove far from the city, which 
will deprive it of what few advantages it has heretofore enjoyed. 

Two Japanese counter:eiteTe of the new Dai Ichi-Ginko notes have 
liven arrested, Some Yen 1,494 of their spurious notea have beeu dis¬ 
covered . * 

There is prospect of great suffering in tbe nsrth from three causes 
combined (1) Tlie poorness of tbe lust veurs crops, (2) the depredations 
of soldiera and the inlerfcrancc with agricultural pursuits. {3) the ser¬ 
ious lack of rain. 

The budget for the current year l»as at last been published and 
reads as follows: 

Totcl Revenue...$14,214.573 00 

•• Expenditure.: . .. . 14,214,298.00 

Surplus.... 275.00 

The Home Minister, Yi Yong-t'S, sent in a list of name? of con 
didntes for prefcctural positior.& but Cho Pyuug-sik the Vice t^rime 
Minister whose duty it was to examine and pass tbe names refused to 
recommend them to Ilis Majesty 00 the ground that many of the can¬ 
didates were practically unknown men and there was strong sutpicion 
that they had paid for the office Therefore Yi Yong-t'I.’Hyflo Yuog- 
un and others secured the forced resignation of Cho Pyung-slk. Sim 
Sang-bun was put in tbe place vacated but he took the same ground 
that Cho Py 3 ng-sik had taken and refused to pass the names. An 


Google 


G yi*ul rum 

ti ir 01110 state uMivrRsrri - 





272a 


attempt woe muflo to overcome hirs scruples by putting the name Of Lis 
brother-in-law in the list but this hail the opposite effect and ouly 
fourteen names out of thirty-two were passed. Nothing is more neces¬ 
sary at the present than the choice of thoroughly straight and com¬ 
petent men as country prefects. 

On June 4th a telegram from Wonsan said that Russians at Ham- 
hung demanded 3,70> bundles of straw and that the road north o: that 
town be repaired. Twenty Russian cavalry entered the town on the 
morning of May 30 and forjy more arrived the same afternoon. On 
June 3 rd this namlser was increased by '.6 more. Some of them went 
toward Pyeng-vang and some camped outside the west gate. They 
demanded of the governor where the manager of the telegraph office 
was but as no one knew, they seized two post couriers and beat them to 
make them tell. They did not know. The Russians then burned the 
telegraph office after looting it. 

The authorities intended to dump the garbage of the city just 
outside the East Gate ia some fields, but the Supejiuieudeiil of the 
Imperial Treasury objected on the ground Uiat from these and the 
adjoining field?, came vegetables for ‘.he pulace und i>t the same time 
the Electric Company put in a protest on the ground that it would he a 
nuisance. 

The Secretary of the Korean Legation at Paris started on his return 
to Korea on ]une and on account of illness. 

The Home Department Las received notice that three Japauc&c 
entered the town of Ch'ang-suug in Pyeng-an Province and killed a 
Korean named Kim, and one of the latter's relatives and wounded 
another no that his life >ft despaired of. 

The prefect of No sing, in ’be south, is in serious trouhle. He 
forcibly stoppped a wedding procession, caused the groom to be thrown 
from his horse, the bride's chair to be brnger. oud the brice herself 
arrested. It was the result of a feud. This, in Korea, is a very serious 
offence. 

The prefect of Yhu-gi. beyond 5u-wiin, arrested several of the 
lawless Koreans working on the Seoul-Fusan Railway and locked their, 
up. A hundred ur more of their fellows came and broke open the jail 
and freed them, smashed the house of the prefect and beat the ajuns. 
The prefect went in person to the govern ur at Kuug-ju and asked for 
military support against rhe ruffians. 

A man nau»<-d Kim stole a nine year old girl in kyu-doug uud sold 
her to a Chinaman in Ku-ri-gS, tor do.ron cash, C 32 . Tiie girl'spurents 
sought for her everywhere and at last her mother caught sight of her. 
The girl ran crying tc her mother but the ChinanbTi unt and cought 
her and &aid he had bought her. Policemen were called but the Cbina- 
ruau refused t<» let hei gn At last the Chief of Police came in person 
and After paying the amount that the Chinaman had given secured the 
chilli und ietnrned lier ;o hei parents. Tile man Kir.) was arrested and 
will be given .««» uppo-iimity in make it right with the h.w by walking 
in the chain-gang u lew years. 
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Yun THk-yung ha* beeu appoints Jadge of the Supreme Court. 
F»k Seong-bong has been appointed Chief of the new Industrial 
and Commercial School. 

Yi Heui-min the prefect of Yung-won was convicted of extreme 
extortion and cashiered. 


The Japaucec presa in Seoul »tote» that among the spectators of the 
battle at the Yalu there were three Englishmen, two Americans, two 
Frenchmen, one Italian, two Germans, two Austrians and one Swiss. 

It is stated that about the end of May the indemnity demanded by 
the French from the Korean Government becanse of trouble between 
the Roman Catholic and the non-Catholic residents of Quelpart in 1901 
has just beeu puid out of the revenues of that island. It amounted to 
Yen 6315.21. 


About the end of May the government at last acceded to the 
request of Japan that fishing privileges along the entire coast of Korea 
be granted to Japanese for a term of twenty-five years. 

Kivak Cbotig-nhk, the famour scholar who visited Seoul a year or 
two ago, has sent in a very strong memorial against Yi Chi-voog, 
charging him with unfaithfulness to the interests-of the conntry in 
several serioos particulars. 

It is said that the end of May saw the town of Hani-hcong almost 
deserted. All valuables had beeu carried away or buried or otherwise 
carefully secreted, the women had all gone except those of the slave 
class, and all the ordinary activities of the town were suspended. The 
ordinary population of the place is about 13.000. 

Sitn Sang-han was appointed vice Prime Minister in place of Cho 
PyQng-sik, resigned. 

The government has agreed to pay the sum of Yen 18,624. as 
indemnity for the Japanese shop partially wrecked by Koreans at the 
electric road accident last Autumn. The’total actual loss could not 
have exceeded yen 2.000. 

Because of great and increasing dilatoriness on the part of Korean 
officials in putting in their appearance at their respective offices at ten 
o’clock in the morning, nnd the consequent congestion of public 


business, the rule has been promulgated that each titue an official is 
more than fifteen minutes late, without good excuse, he shall par a 
fine of ten cents and if he is absent a whole day, he 9hal! lose a month's 
salary. That clause alioat “good excuse” will cover a multitude of 


sms. 


The people or SQn-ch’Qn, near WJju, hHve seenred a good reputa¬ 
tion among the Japanese. They have shown themselves so ready u> lie 
of service that the Japanese authorities have sent Yen 300 to the 
prefect to be distributed among the people. 

It is stated that the expense of burying Mr. Hong, the Secretary 
of the Korean Legation in Beilin, who committed suicide, is greater 
than the cost of bringing the body back to Korea for interment It 
has therefore been shipped from Hamburg and will arrive soon. 
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"The Japanese ar«- working op a company foi tin; encouragement 
of cotton culture in Korea for the purpose of supplying raw material 
to the mills at Osaka. 

In spite of the repeated order* of the Government, Yi Pom-jin the 
Minisrer to St Petersbirg declines to cotne back to Korea. His strong 
pro-Russian tendencies are said to have caused him to feel some 
hesitation about returning to Seoul at the present time. No steps 
have been taken against him by the government because of bis ap¬ 
parent ignoring of its demands. There are some who shrewdly suspect 
that his return has uever been seriously desired by tire powers that be. 

The terms of the recent Fisheries Conveution between Korea and 
Japan are briefly as follows : 

(i) Japanese fishermen shall be allowed to ash anywhere off the 
coast of PyOng-an. Wbang-taB and Cb'ung-ch'Gog Provinces, and Korean 
fishermen shall have the right to fish off the Japanese coast in certain 
localities (specified!. 

(i) This agreement shall be in force for twenty years beginning 
Juuw jet 1904. 

(5> The particulars shall be the same as those found in. former 
fisher.es conventions lietween the two contracting parties 

On June 10th Mr. Havashi. the Japanese Minister in Seoul, left for 
Japan. It is generally understood that he went to consult with the 
authorities about the policy to be adopted in the peninsula and it is 
rumored that upon his return u definite and positive pluu will be put ir< 
operation. 

The houses of Seoul are to be divided into districts of 100 and a 
cart i6 to be provided for each district to. attend to the matter of carry¬ 
ing gfxhage and refuse. 

A, month ago an order was promulgated forbidding people to ride 
in sumptuous silk upholstered chairs. A few day6 ago a woman's 
chair was stopped bj police ou the street, the woman was compelled to 
get into a common chair and the gaudy one she rode in was smashed to 
piece*. 

Mr. Houg l-gwau. for many years couuected with the Educational 
Department, hat been appointed head of the new Industrial School ten 
which the governnieut has made ?ncl» a liberal appropriation. 11 
properly carried on. this school ought 10 prove of great benefit to tilt 
Korean people. 

The Governor of South PyQng-an Province telegraped on the ;utli 
inst that jocj Russian cavalry had entered YuQg-wiin Irom the east. 
Taa* tou* part of the force thut huu >^cn ueulir.jr * xcilt! ment ftlmiu 
the ridnicy of liam-heaBg. 

A Korean ic Tokyc had planned to sl-irt a bonk in Korea with Ko¬ 
rean ind Japanese capita;, to encourage the more Complete develop- 
ment of agricultural and other industries ii Koiea. Moji.-y will be'lent 
tc worthy indiridnals to engage in such pursuits. It is sitid lliat the 
Korean government will grant a charter w.O enfouri-ge lie enterprise. 

Gu the 2b;h :nst the Foie.git Minister Yi Ha-yung published ia'tbe 
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Che^guk Sin-Mi** his views upon the requests of the Japanese for indus¬ 
trial privileges in the interior of Korea Hcpraists the Japanese for their 
action in opposing Russian aggression and says that Korea has given 
them every facility for prosecuting the war, bat when it comes to mak¬ 
ing wholesale concessions involving a large fraction of the resources of 
the couutry it is going a little too far. He declares that as Foreign 
Minister he must decline to entertain any rroggeetionfl ae to Japanese 
concessions in Korea. This attitude was applauded by many of the 
visiting gentlemen, members of the diet. Many memortala have been 
presented urging the government to take a firm stand io this matter. 

His Majesty lias promulgated an edict of great importance and of 
sound statesmanship. He says that as men from Seoul axe timid about 
accepting prefecturai positrons n me north, thus increasing the hard¬ 
ships, of the people there, good men living to those remote districts 
shall he appointed as prefects without the necessity of coming op to 
Seoul. This wocld be a grand thing for the people and we wish it 
alight become r. general rule for the whole country. A measure of local 
autonomy would lie of immense benefit, for the incumbent having large 
'ocal interests would be debarred from many forms of indirection to 
which the ordinary- prefect is prone. 

Vi Kyong-jik. the prefect ot Yong-ch'un, whom the Japanese seiz¬ 
ed uud held because of his alleged assistance of the Russians, has been 
released at the argent request 01 the Foreign Minister, who is sc posi- 
tire of the man a ianocccce thai he offer a t<> fihould^t All th«? vtoponsi* 

biiity if it should be proved that there is any trutli in tlie allegations. 

A bureau has beeu formed in connection with the Household De¬ 
partment to take charge ol the timber conceMrior. formerly held fiy the 
Russians along the Yalu River. 

News from Yongawpo show* that there is a large amount of rnug- 
niliceut limber lying at lha: port, baling been eul and floated down Lhe 
river by the Russians. Out of l <0,000 logs, 30,000 belonged to the Rus¬ 
sians and the remainder to Chinese. The 30,000 will be used by the 
Japanese. Some of them have been brought to Chemulpo already. We 
have not learned yet wliat the J»pane&e propose to de by way of pay¬ 
ment to the KoteAn government, in view of the fact that Japan consid¬ 
ered that the Russians had secured the property by indirection. If the 
goods were practically stolen. the original owner would seem to have 
some claim upon them. 

The prefect of Tuk-ch’nn. about sixty miles northeast of An-ju, 
reports that on the third of June Russians, guided by a Korean inter¬ 
preter named Kim tn-sr., cauic to that district and looted a government 
sacrificial bouse carrying away O43 hags of rice, 3:2,040 in money, sixty 
seven bulls, fiiteen horses and donkeys and >40 bolts of linen and cot¬ 
ton. They curried uwuv 17?? men us forced carriers. Japanese catr.e aud 
chased the Russians away aud caught tbe interpreter and Shot him. 

On tbe seventeenth of June the Japanese authorities made a very 
important, mid weu startling suggestion to the Furoign Office, namely 
that all uncultivated laud in Kurea be openediur Japanese cultivation. 
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As svcb land probably comprise? one third of the arable lacd of the 
peninsula the wide scope oi this suggestion will ut once be apparent. 
The question wiil at nnce arise ns to bow the hundreds of thonsnuds of 
Japanese, thus accommodated, will be governed and controlled. They 
will evidently not coaseu; to lie governed by the Korean authorities, as 
foreigners art* in Jajm- ; one- the lbr..-j«iacJv "j; Japanese- eivi'. official* 

that would be necessary for the government would form a curious ;»r* 
pmum m smpfrio which we con less we do not consider le*a<cble under 
present conditions. 

Up to the lime of going to press the chaaipiosiship tennis touruo- 
tiieol between Seoul acd Chemulpo has not beer. Concluded. F«.cb 
ha? w^o iwn caatcaifi. C'ucaiulpo use lost two good iucu in the per¬ 
son t of Messrs. Wallace and box, and bieuti: has to forego the help of 
Messrs. Chalcier.* and Gilictt. So toe contest bids fair to be a very 
even one. 

The prefect of Wijn *nv$ that in itli the border town* the 'i'ongiuik 
bare ansen and number in each diatr-.c: from 3.000 to to.ooo men. 

Over houses: :r Fyenp-yacig are "rim' pulled down to make roon. 
for the station of the Seoul-Wiju Railway 

A Japanese drank copiously at a Korean wine shop hul declined to 
settle the bill. The oid woman who sept tne shop followed h<ci to 1. 
»de street octRide the boctb Gate where he terneo on her and gave her 
au ugly wound with a kr.ife. The Korean police arrestei the mac and 
curried hire to toe Japanese Consultie. 

The Trivy Council and tbe Cabinet have been floodtd with petitions 
from influential citizens urging that consent be not given to the request?, 
tor exclusive anc sweeping concessions to the Japanese. 

The Steam*hip MtintAuriu arrived at Chemulpo on the 23rd mst. 

will, a unrulier meuiben «ii the Japanese lliet a-ui * dozen or mor* 
war correspondents We would not dire guess a: their destination but 
if thevare -‘in" at tbe tali of Port Arthur they will be candidates lo* 
sincere congratulations. Hope oeferre'l routes the bean sick bm a little 
of ttat sort of medicine would soon put the war correspondents oil their 
leel again. 

> Wc are highly graiiiied 10 learn ibnt a daily uc*’>pope: is 1: i.-e 
published in Seoul, and under British editorship We understand the 
hrs: issue will appear Boon! July 1st. »W wish ihi*. venture ever*.- yo-- 
silue success \\ e would urge every foreigner in KiTea lo remember 
that such a pane; needs and shou.d receive unanimous support. 

Un the c5:h mst. a small bov was killed on the electric tran way in 
Scuui. 1 w.t boyi were carelessiv playing i.'cside tue track aim a» Hie 

car passed one «»! them tell in iron: oi it aad was instantly killed , 4 
crowd soon gathert-ii and began stoning the cur F.irtunaiciv one uj 
the Atr.encan employee* was near by and the American Marine* were 
sImui 00 the spot unit order r«'t'.fed. X» blame whatever mi ■ «:t- 

tachec b-the Electric Company nr nsernplovees 

It is with great pleasure we rec<<t<i the fact that J N Jordan, the 
Brvsh Minister to ivjrcc ua* beeu pieseuted w:tu tbe orde: cl KmgUt 
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hoori by King K<lwor<l VII an<l be now a Knight Commander of the 

Order oi Si. Michael and Si. George. 

Al (he request oi the Police Bureau the Home Department bus 
drawn upon the natioual treasury for fio.uco for the repair of the streets 
and sewers oj the capita! 

The Japanese police have arrested several Koreans on suspicion of 
having engaged in counterfeiting Dai lchi C-inbo notes because they 
had some such notes in tbe:r possession. As it was not proved that they 
were guilty they were releared out were again arrested by the Korean 
police on the ground that they were knowingly circulating counterfeit 
money. 

The Japanese Minister has informed the Foreign OBce that lour of 
the eight Ko.-paos who have been studying military tactics in Japan have 
been attached to the Japanese forces and 3em to Manchuria to learn ou 
the field how troops are handled in actual battle. We shall watch with 
interest to learn how these K<ireans deport themselves in the face oi the 
enemy. We have always held the opinion that Koreans, when properly 
led. w.'.l prove as brave and a* efKcient aa any other pcopler.. 

A Japanese, in K «tn-san Ch’ jcg-ch'dng Province, shot and killed 
a Korean. We have not leaned the particulars,. 

The Japanese authorities huve suggested tluit the Korean Govern¬ 
ment sell to Japan the large reserves of rice held in niilitmy granaries 
throughout Korea but the Imperial Treasury' Bureau which controls it 
has replied that this rice lias already been sold. This is believed by 
soLue to be a mere excuse. 

The predomin3uce of Japan in Korea is reflected in the fact that 
every- Japanese language school in Seoul is crowded with students eager 
to learn that language. There is no doubt that it will prove of greater 
general utility than any other foreign language. 

We have receive! from the Chemulpo Brunch of the HoDgkong and 
Shanghai Bark a revised statement oi its ikumdal posiuon as follows : — 


Paid up Capital.. .. % to.ooo.coc 

Gold Reserve Fund at 2/- . io.ooo.oco 

Silver Reserve Fund .,. 6,300.000 

Reserve Liability of Proprietors.. .... 10.0oo.000 
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Chapter XVIII. 

A great Crisis... condition cf affairs in Seoul_flight of Chinese ... 

Tfi-wftn-kon summoned to palace .. .new Cabinet_tribulations of 

Min Yong-Jun... .Commission on Reforms appointed_names of 

Government offices changed .. .list <>! proposed reforms... .the cur¬ 
rency ...new coinage ...revenue reforms... .a national bank.. 
standardization « weights and measures.... .past abuses rectified 
. .. foreign advisers. 

The year 1894 marked the greatest crisis in Korean his¬ 
tory since the seventh century, when the kingdom of Silla 
gained control of *,he whole peninsula. Considering the fact 
that so many of the old abuses survived after the year 1894, 
the above statement may seem extreme but tVe facts of the 
case warrant it. From the early years of the Christian era 
Korea had been moulded by Chinese ideas and had been 
dominated by her influence. There was no time from the 
very first when Korea did not consider China her suzerain. 
In a sense this was natural and right. Korea had received 
from China aD immense number ofthe products of civilization. 
Literature, sirt, science, government, religion—they hud all 
been practically borrowed from China. 

Never once during all those ceuturies did Korea attempt 
or desire to throw off the garment of her vassalage. And 
even in this crisis of 1&94 it was not thrown 06 through any 
wish of the Korean government or people but only through 
hard necessity. There had been no radical change in the 
mental attitude of Ihe great mass of Koreans which demanded 
the severing of the tic which bound them to China and eveu 
at this year of grace 1904, there is every reason to believe 
that a great majority of Koreans would elect to go hack under 
the mild and almost nominal control of China. The chauge 
is notone of attitude on the part of the Korean but it is the 
fact that the war proved to the world the supiueness of China 
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and mack- it forever impossible to revive her claim to suzerainty 
over Korea or even, it is lo be feared, to hold together her 
own unwieldy bulk. Tbe outward influence of Cbiaa upon 
Korea has ceased and other influences have been at work 
which are slowly drawing her away from her servile obedi¬ 
ence to Chinese ideals. This was the first necessary step to 
the final emancipation of Korea and her national regenera¬ 
tion. It should be carefully noted that from the earliest 
centuries tbe Chinese implanted in the Korean no genuine 
seed of civilization aud progress but simply unloaded upon her 
some finished products of her civilization. These the Koreans 
swallowed whole without question, unmindful-of the fact that 
by far the greater pan of them were wholly nnsuited to the' 
Korean temperament. The result was that as time went on 
these Chinese impositions were overlaid with a pure Korean 
product just as the little lcadcD Buddhas that arc thrust into 
the shell of the pear! oyster become coated over with mother* 
o'pearl. Buddhism came from China but Korea has so- 
mingled with it her native fccichism and animism that it is 
something radically different from the original stock. 

Now this: intrinsic freedom of the. Korean from Chinese 
ideals argued strongly in favor of the belief that from the 
year 1894 Koiea would gradually cast off even the mental 
vassalage and would begin to work along individual lines. 

This could happen <>i:ly in cate the Individ u.-tlisro of the Ko¬ 
rean had outlasted the deadening rilocts of Chinese pre¬ 
dominance. There are many evidences that this individual¬ 
ism has survived but it must be confessed that it is in a crip¬ 
pled condition and all but unable to walk alone. It is to the 
process and method of this great transformation in Korean 
conditions ’hat we must now turn. 

Up lo the time when the Japanese began active opera¬ 
tions in Seoul by the seizure of the palace. Korea considered 
herself safe under the aegis of China. Had she not secur¬ 
ed the murder of Kim Ok-kyi«D and the retnru of his body- 
on a Chinese vessel for the purpose of wreaking upon it the 
old time vengeance? Had she not invited Chinese troops in¬ 
to the country in direct contravention of the agreement be¬ 
tween China and Japan ? lu every way and by every means 
Korea had expressed her coutempt of Japanese power aud of 
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Japanese interests. Under the hideously corrupt regime of 
sr.ch men' as Min Yoiig-jim the country had beeu going 
from bad to worse until the people found it utterly impossible 
to endure the oppression any longer. The provinces were in 
a state of anarchy and Yuan Shifa-kci. the unscrupulous 
Chinese ‘Resident’ in Seoul, stood smilingly by and watch¬ 
ed the tragedy without suggesting any remedy for the disease 
that was destroying the country, but ready to increase the 
prestige of China in the peninsula by offering troops with 
which to crush the starving mtT.contents in tbe provinces. 
The condition of things was about as bad as it could be, and it 
was at this psychological moment that Japan lifted her hand 
and at a single blow tumbled the Chinese house of cards about 
their beads. 

By the twenty-first of July the situation In Seoul had 
become unbearable for the Chinese. There was a small Chin¬ 
ese force at Asan but Seoul was occupied by a strong Japan¬ 
ese force and every day the outbreak of hostilities bad be¬ 
come more imminent. On the early morning of the zcitb 
Yuan Shih-kei. in a mean little sedan chair, and entirely 
without escort, made his escape from the city and hastened 
to Cbccnuipo, leaving all bis nationals to shift for themselves. 
His flight became known almost immediately and there was 
a general scramble on the part of the Chinese merchants and 
other Chinese to escape from the town. When the Chinese 
Minister left Seoul their interests were put in the bauds of 
the British representative. 

On the morning of the 25th the palace was taken and 
the city walls manned by the Japanese. Miu Yong-jun, 
who was largely responsible for the parlous condition of the 
government, fled that night to the country, and found 
refuge in the town of Cb’tiu-ch'fiD about sixty miles east of 
Seoul. 

As soon as the Japanese had secured the palace Minister 
Otori sought the presence of the king mid assured him of 
his personal safety and that of the Royal family. At the 
desire of His Majesty the ex-Regent, the TawGu-kuc was 
invited to the palace to participate in the discussion of 
plans for the future, and to allay by his presence the natural 
tear of the king. It was understood by com non consent 
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that the former officials bad all resigned and it vros necessary 
to form a new government. Kim Hong-jip was summoned 
to act as Prime Minister. lie was a man of strong personal¬ 
ity and of progressive tendencies, alhigether a valuable man 
for the emergency since he had the entire confidence of the 
Japanese and was a man of the highest standing in Korea. 
Other leading men of progressive tendencies were called in 
and a government was formed for temporary purposes 
until matters could he put ona firmer footing. Min Yong-jtui, 
Min Eung-sik. Min Llyung sik, Min Ch'i hon, and Kim Se- 
geui were declared banished to distant points. No attempt 
was made to send and arrest Min Yong-jun but the members 
of the "Reighteoiis Army” Id the country seized him and 
charged him with being the main author of the disturbances, 
and beat hiui nearly to death. An enormous amuuut of 
money that he had carried off with him was divided up 
and made away with by his followers. He barely escaped 
with his life and fled to China where he gave the Chinese- 
advice as to the method of reasserting their authority in the 
peninsula. 

At this same lime the government recalled Yi To-jii, Sin 
Keui-sdn. Yuti Ung-yul and others who had been in banish¬ 
ment for ten years because of their espousal of the liberal 
cause in 1XX4. The prison doors were opened and innocent 
aud gniliy alike received amnesty. 

The government was not yet ready to publish its full 
list of reforms, based upon the demands already made by the 
Japanese Miuisier, but the king immediately declared that as it 
was necessary to secure good men to administer the Govern¬ 
ment in Seoul and in the provinces, the demarcation between 
the upper and lower classes was a thing of the past and all 
men of all grades were eligible to office, and at the same time 
he declared the abolition of the great political parties and 
forbade the apportionment of government offices along party 
lines. The different leading offices under the government 
were put in the bands of the best men that were available 
and it is probable that these men formed the best government 
that Korea was capable of at the time. Some of the names 
were as follows: Kim Hong-jip. P.iU CHotig-yang, Kim Ynn- 
stk, Kim Chotig-han, C'no Heui yun, Yi Yuu-youg, Kim Ka^ 
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jin. An Kyong-su, Chiing Kvong-wun, Pak Chun-yang. Yi 
Wtin-gftug. Kim Ka-gu. Kuun Yuog-jin, Yu Kil-jun, Kim 
Ha-yang, Yi Eung-ik, S'* Saug-jip. Among these names 
many will be recognizer! ns among the best- that Korea has 
produced in recent times. 

On the very next day after the Japanese took the palace 
and gave a new direction to governmental affairs a special 
High Commission was called together by the king to consider 
the matter of reconstructing the government along the new 
lines. It was composed partly of the memhersof the Cabinet 
and partly of other desttngaished men. It was well under¬ 
stood that these men were to carry ont the ideas of the 
Japanese authorities. Their deliberations continued for a 
period 0? forty-one days during which time they completed a 
scheme for a new government, along the following lines. 

Before this time there had been seven great government¬ 
al departments, namely the Eui-jungbu or State Department, 
Yijo or Home Department. Hojo or Finance Department, 
Yi-jc or Ceremonial Department, Pyb/igjo or War Depart¬ 
ment, Hyixvgjo or Law Department. Kongjo or Department 
of Public Works. Besides these there were the two Po cil'ung 
or Police offices, the Put-gotn-bu or Supreme Court and other 
lesser offices. Id the new regime the seven Departments 
above named were all retained excepting the Ceremonial De¬ 
partment and in pb.ee of this they founded for the first time in 
Korean history a genuine Educational Department coordinate 
in dignity with any other of the great Departments. Re¬ 
sides this the Department of Public Works was broadened 
to include Agriculture and Commerce. A Police Bureau 
was formed to take the place of the former two Poch’ungs. 

They also prepared a list of needed reforms in the 
government. 

(1) . From this time all Korean documents shall be dated 
from the year of the present Dynasty. (This was the 503rd 
year, as the Dynasty was founded in 1392). 

(2) Korean treaties with China shall be revised and 
ministers shall be sent to the various treaty powers. 

(3) Class distinctions in Korea shall be wiped out and 
men shall be judged solely on their merits iu the matter of 
government office. 
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(4) The distinction between civil ami military rank, 
in favor of the former, shall be doue away and they shall 
stand on an equality. 

(5) The family and relatives of a criminal shall not be' 
liable to arrest or punishment for his crime. 

(6) The son by a concubine shall be eligible for the 
succession, 

<7) Men shall attain the age of twenty and women the 
age of sixteen before marriage. 

(81 Widows shall be allowed to remarry without loss of 
social standing. 

(9) All slaves are declared free and the sale or pur* 
chase of human beings is abolished. 

(10) The privilege of memorial is extended to the gen¬ 
eral public. Anyone shall be at liberty to addrcss 4 tbc throne 
through a memorial. 

(ill The long sleeves on coats, whether court dress 
or common are abolished. But officials shall be authorized 
tc wear the sleeveless coat over the ordinary one. Soldiers’ 
uniforms shall continue as at present for a time but may be 
changed gradually to the foieigti style- 

(12) The people shall be given one month in which to 
prepare for these changes. 

(13) The Police Bureau shall be an adjunct of the 
Home Department. 

(14 I Officials shall not ride on tbe streets in the high 
one-wheeled chair nor shall they he accompanied by a large 
retinue, nor shall the attendants call out for people to clear 
tbe way. 

(15) No one shall be obliged to dismount when passing 
an official nor to show any other sign of servility. 

(16J The Prime Minister shall have only four attend¬ 
ants. the Vice Prime Minister and all the other ministers of 
state shall nave throe, the vice-ministers ‘■halt have two and 
the secretaries one. 

(17) Even eunneks, if they are men of ability, shall be 
eligible for office. 

(18) The law that relatives may not sue each other at 
law shall he abrogated except for very near relatives, and 
feuds between families shall be given up. 
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(19) All debts of long standing shall bc^canctllcd (such 
as debts contracted by a father who is now dead or by 
relatives). 

(20) There shall be but eleven official grades (in place 
of the eighteen which there had been formerly). 

(21) There shall be no longer aoy outcast class In 
Korea hut butchers, contortionists, acrobats, dancing girls, 
sorceresses and exorcists shall all be considered equal to 
others before the law. 

(22) Even after holding high office a man may engage 
in business or other occupation, at his pleasure. 

(23) The matter of the national examination shall he 
reserved for fuller discussion. 

It is not necessary to go into an analysis of these pro¬ 
posed reforms. They speak for themselves: some of then) 
were necessary and others were the reverse But they form 
a striking commentary on the condition oi affairs in Korea 
at the time. Whatever may have been the defects of ihis 
plan it was an honest and strenuous attempt on the part of 

the beat statesmen Korea could produce and it promised 
much. If its terms could have been carried out it would 
have proved an inestimable blessing to the people of the pen¬ 
insula, but one can easily see thfit some of the proposals 
Struck af the very fabric of Korea d society. For instance 
the attempt-to make acrobats, caucir.g-girls and mudang Un¬ 
social equals of reputable people was of course absurd. The 
submerged classes cannot be enfranchised by a stroke of the 
pen. What Korea oeedec then and Deeds slid is education. 
This aloue will make fundamental reforms possible. 

Early in August the currency of the country received 
serious attention. Foreign money was in use in the open 
ports but the general currency of the country consisted of 
two kinds of perforated “cash," one called r up, each piece of 
which was called one cash, and Ihe other called lang-c or the 
"five fitter." These represented five cash each. The yup 
was the old. genuine and universally recognized money of 
the country. It was only in Seoul, the open ports and 
on the great thoroughfares ucar Seoul that the ler/g-t 

circulated. This iang-e was a debased coin mode 

io idSj aao several succeeding years. At first each of 
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the tang o exchanged fur five of the yup but within a few 
months the tango fell to an inevitable discount which in¬ 
creased year by year from 1SS3 until 1894, when it was 
found that they were practically the came. Successive 
issues of the .rufi bad deteriorated the quality and size of the 
coin until it was worth only a fifth of its face value. For 
this reason the Government declared in August that thej’i^ 
and the tango were on a par and that no distinction should 
be made between them. The fair thing would have been for 
the Government to redeem the debased tang o at its face value 
bulof course no one could expect this under the circumstances. 
It had proved an indirect tax Upon the people equal to four 
fifths its face value. 

At the same time the national financiers determined to 
place in the hands of the people a foreign style coinage, 
and soon a one cent cupper piece, a nickel five cent piece 
and silver coins of twenty cent and one dollar denomina¬ 
tions. which had been in process of manufacture S'nce 
1901, were issued. A few of them bad been issued a year 
or two before but had not been well received. Now 
they passed curreut and were used, but it was soon found 
that the silver coins were being bought up and hoarded by 
wealthy people who placed no faith in banks, and soon not 
a single native silver piece could be found anywhere. 

It was the intention of the Commission to withdraw from 
circulation all the old cash and replace it with the foreigu 
style mouey. How absud this was will be seen at a glance. 
There is nothing else that people are so timid about as their 
money uod the bare idea of making -such a sweeping change 

was preposterous, but tbe Japanese were behind all these re¬ 
forms and, while their intentions were of the best, they made 

the serious mistake in this as in other attempted reforms of 

* m 

hurrying things too fast. 

Another important problem attacked by the Reform 
Commission was that of the revenue. It had always been 
customary to pay taxes in rice, linen, beans, cotton and a 
hundred other commodies, but it was decided now to change 
all this and have tbe revenue turned into cash in the country 
and sent up to the capital. In order to do this it was necessary 
to have banking facilitiesiu the provinces and it was planned 
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to establish a great national bank with branches all over the 
country. 

An attempt was also made to effect an inspection and 
standardisation of all the weights and measures in the 
country. 

It was ordered that every house in the land should have 
its owner's name and occupation and the number of his fam¬ 
ily posted in a conspicuous place on his front gate. This was 
to facilitate the work of postal, police and census officials and 
agents. 

One of the reforms that was carried out was the sending 
of students abroad to acquire an education. 

It was decreed that all land or houses that had been il¬ 
legally seized by unscrupulous people in power during the 
pasv ten years should be restored to their rightful owners. 
Many officials in Seoul, well ktiowu iu foreign circles, lost 
large fractious of their wealth because of this decree. 

The policy was adopted of engaging foreign advisers for 
the various great Departmeuts of State and as a result of this 
a number of foreigners were employed. Some of them had 
already been some time in the service of the government. 


Chapter XIX. 

The Ex-Regent ...The new Cabinet ...the Tong-hah pACified... The 
Ti-wun-kun retires ...Japan declares war ...Korea abrogates all 

treaties with Chine. _ Fail YoUft-hyo returns ... .his memorial . . . 

.he ia pardoned ...Chinese executes in the north . ..new Koreau- 

Japaue&c treaty_MarquisSaionji visits Seoul ., Tong-hak in arms 

again . Prince Eni-whe goes to Japan_Count Inoayc comes 

amnesty to offenders o: jSS 4 . . Dr. Jaieohu comet ... Army re¬ 
form „ .the privy Council .. .the King’s Oath. 

The Tfi-wun-kuu. the former Regent, was now a promi¬ 
nent factor in the governmeutand the well known strength of 
his personality did much to give stability to the new regime. 
The Queen necessarily retired from active participation in 
politics for the time- being and there was apparent promise, 
of better days to come. The new cabinet chosen at this time 
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was a curious mixture of progressive ami conservative men. 
It was composed of Kim Hmig-jip. Kim Yun-sik, 0 Yun- 
juug. Pak Cb<»ng-yuug and Ac Ky<‘mg-$u representing the 
progressive wing aud Min Youg-dal, Su Chung-sun, Yi 
Kyii-wun, Yun Yong-go and I'm Se-yung representing 
the conservative wing Among the secondary officials some 
were progressive and some conservative. This apparent 
bieiiding of the various factions was a hopeful sign outwardly 
hut it had no real significance. All were appointed by permis¬ 
sion of the Japanese and they worked together only because it 
was useless to oppose. But the same intrinsic hostility re¬ 
mained and only needed opportunity to manifest itself. It 
was the calm of repression rather than of genuine reconcilia¬ 
tion. and it helped to prove that there is no hope for good 
government in Korea by Korea us until the country has se¬ 
cured the benefit of genuine education. 

These reforms that were proposed hed theapparent sanc¬ 
tion oi His Majesty, as is proved by the fact that after their 
proposal he called all the high officials to the palace and made 
them a speech in which he referred 10 this as a sp'.endid op¬ 
portunity to make a radical and bn -ncent change iu the gov¬ 
ernment, r.nti laid it as a sacred duty upon the officials to carry 
out the reforms, and he declared that he, too. would become 
a new king and do his part in bringing about the desired 
renovation o: the land. 

In spile of the previous declaration that the tong-ha k- 
uprising was at an end there was much unrest especially in 
the south uiic the tong imh were really as ready as ever to 
lake the offensive. For this ration tbe king sent a high, 
official to Kyiiiig sang Province to make an attempt at 
pacification and told the people that the trouble was because 
of his own lack of virtue and begged them to be patient a 
little longer until the reforms could be carried out. The peo- 
plf! w«*rt- pleased, especially• wuh die promise that slavery 
should be discontinued and that the barriers between 
the classes should be broken down. Tbe fact that this effort 
on the part oi the king was entirely successful shows that 
the tong -link were not anarchists or banditti but were merely 
desperate citizens who required some assurance that certain 
changes would be made so that life would be bearable. 
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A word is necessary as to tlie attitude of the Ts-wiin- 
kua toward these reforms. He had been called to the palace 
and put in a responsible advisory position by the Japanese 
but he was not the sort of man to hold an empty honor or to 
pose as a mere figure-head. Several of the proposed reforms 
were distasteful to him but when he found that his objections 
carried no weight he retired to his private house in disgust. 
It took him only a few weeks to discover that his elevation 
had been merely a formality. 

The month of August was an anxious ouc in Korea. 

The battle of Asa 11 had been fonght on the 28‘.b and 29th of 
July and it was known that there would be a decisive battle 
fought at P'yung Yang in the dear future. Foreign opinion 
was divided as to the probabilities, some people believing 
that the Japanese would sweep every thing before them and 
others being equally sure that the Chinese would win. 

But in spite o: the state of anxiety and unrest the month 
of August saw some important results accomplished iD civil 
mailers. The Commission on Reforms were at work on their 
scheme until about the tenth of the month. It was on Aug¬ 
ust 1st that Japan formally declared war on China and a few 
days later troops began to pour in by way of Chemulpo and 
join those already here. 

It was on August 16 that there occurred the formal act 
of casting oil Chinese suzerainty. On that day the Korean 
government declared all treaties hitherto signed between 
itself and China to be abrogated and all political connection 
between the two countries to be at an end. The Japanese 
Minister had already on June aSth demanded from the gov¬ 
ernment an expression of its attitude toward China and had 
received the answer that Korea considered herself an in¬ 
dependent power. This was now followed up by a definite 
diplomatic rupture between the two and, probably forever, 
tlie queslion of Chinese political predominance in the pen¬ 
insula was disposed of. 

It W3s about the 20th of August that Pak Yong-hyo. the 
refugee in Japan since his participation in the attempted covp 
of 1884, was brought to Seoul incognito by the Japanese. He 
had long since been declared an arch-traitor by the Korean 
government, bis house had been razed to the ground and bis 
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family dispersed. For almost ten years he had eujoyed 
asylum in Japan and hid be.n treated with great considera¬ 
tion hv the Japanese who rightly saw in him a man of strong 
personality, settled convictions and a genuine loyalty' to the 
best interests of his native land. His worst enemies would 
probably grant that he falls below none in his desire to see 
Korea prosperous and enlightened. It was the methods 
adopted that made all the trouble and drove him into exile. 

At first he remained in aiding iu the Japanese quarlej 
but from tlml point of vantage lie sent u long memorial to 

the King relating the fact oi his high ancestry 3nd the fact 
that it u:is purely in the interests of Korea that he participated 
in the of iS>4. P- had been however, unsuccessful 

and was branded as a traitor, compelled to fly the country 
ana see Ins house broken up Now that the country had :aliet> 
upon such critical time* and the King h3d determined to 
effect a radical change in affairs ii was a cause of inmost 
rejoicing to him and he could not help coming back even 
though it corn hi-- lift. Hr begged to sec the King’s face once 
more, to be allowed to collect and bury the bones of his 
relatives and be given back his tif< liich had been forfeited. 
Ii thm the King should wish to use him again be would be 
at the service of Ills Majesty. 

To this plea the King lStcned. whether from preference 
o: out oi eeusidfration for tlu Japanese, and replied that the 
petitioner was forgiven and might resume his former status 
as a Korean citixen A ttumber of memorials immediately 
pint red into the palace uigiug That Pak Yong-hyobe executed 
as <» traitor, i>nt us the <Kcrvc of pardon bad already gone 
forth these memori-i!* were ignored. 

The fall of P'yurig-yang before the victorious Japanese on 
fv-ptt-niber mm" a nr. the flight of the Chinese inflicted great 
sufferings ».;-.n the Korean:- in the north. The Chinese 
followed t-«e:r nspal medieval tactics and pillaged right and 
left. Tile local magistrates and governors fled to places of 
safety rnd the jieople survived the best they could. The 
government hastened to send a high official to the north to 
ca'.m the excitement and counteract the disintegrating effect;: 
of the Chinese flight. At trie sa:n = time the perfect orderli¬ 
ness of the Japanese army begau to be understood by the 
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people, ami between these twoaitcncies the northern pro vi nee 
speedily ‘•ettled down to its former status. The city of P'yung- 
yang had been almost deserted by its 60,000 or more of 
people and it was many months before the town resumed its 
normal status. 

As August drew to an end the Japanese deemed the tune 

* 

ripe for completing the purposed union with Korea and on 
the 26th there appeared a provisional treaty between the two 
countries, which was not an offensive and defensive alliance 
but one in which Japan guaranteed the independence of 
Korea anc K )rea engaged to look to Japan for advice and to 
aid her in every possible w»y. The uatuie of this agree¬ 
ment was practically the same ns that made between the 
same countries at the opening of the japan-Russia War in 
iyoj. Tn it Japan once more emphasized the independence 
of Korea which she had consistently championed ever since 
the Japanese-Kora; u treaty was signed in itfyb 

The month of September opened with the arrival of 
Marquis Saionji with presents and a friendly message from 
the Em pci01 of Japan. The visit was merely a complimentary 
one and seems to have been devoid of great political signifi¬ 
cance. 

It was evident that Japanese' influence was overwhelm¬ 
ingly predominant in Seoul and as the government had com* 
mined itself to the policy of Svlrrting advisers tor its various 
departments there was reason to believe that most of these 
places would be filled by Japanese and that they would so 
predominate numerically as to seriously impair the autonomy 
of the government. As foreign powers had concluded 
treaties with Korea on the-bast* of equality, this possibility 
became a matter of concern lo them and through their repre¬ 
sentatives here they protested against the employment of an 
undue number of assistants from any one nationality. 
Whether there c-ver was any such danger as was anticipated 
we cannot say, but this preventive measure was successful 
at anv rate and the apparent independence of the government 
was never shaken. 

The month of October saw the Chinese driven across 
the Yalu and order tesii»ri*c i» a measure o-» Korean coil, but 

it also saw the resurgence of the ion* link ia the south. 
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These malcontents had been temporarily cowed by the coming 
of Chitiese and Japanese troops but now* they seem to have 
discovered that the Chinese and Japanese were too busy with 
each other to attend to the civil troubles in the interior of 
Korea. So they broke out much worse than ever and the 
principal anxiety of the month in Seoul was the putting 
down of the serious insurrection. Sin Chfing-heui, the 
highest Korean general, was sent south to Kong-ju with 
three thousand Korean troops to meet a strong body of 
toag-hak who were reported to be marching on Seoul. A 
lew days later there was a series of fights at various points 
throughout the province, notably at Kong-ju, Ung-jin* 
U-gutii Hill, Ys-in village. Hvo Harbor, Sii-san and Ilong-ju.’ 
About two hundred Japanese troops aided the government 
forces and ai every point Hie government troops were suc¬ 
cessful. Some of the fights were very severe. It is proba¬ 
ble that there were some 20,000 tong-haft in all, but they were 
a mere rabble compared with the well armed and at least 
partially drilled government troops. A large number of the 
tong-hat; leaders were captured and brought to Seoul. Many 
were also executed in toe country, for the generals were 
given the power of life and death for the time being. 

Having been thus dispersed the tong hak moved south¬ 
ward and took their stand at various places in Chulla and 
southern Ch'iing-ch'ling Provinces. Their main point was the 
town of No-sfiiig where for eleven da vs they continued to revile 
the government and put up placards defying the government 
troops. The Korean troops moved on them and soon ha.1 them 
or the retreat again. Other encounters look place at various 
points but by ’.his t ; :ns the leiding spirits in the iong-hnk 
movement had been captured. Among these were Chun 
Nok-tu at.d Kin*. Kfl 11am. They were brought to Seoul and 
the latter was executed and the formes is said to have been 
taken to Japan, but tlicre is some doubt as to his fate. Two 
tong-hak leaders named Kin. Ch*hig liyun and Au Senng- 
gwau were beheaded at Su-uui: and their beads were raised 
high un pahs and the people told to take warding from them. 
This prl 1 !i end .0 Lbc 'o«i ’-hak except for some small 
sporadic mavi:n:eir..s which amounted ’.o nothing. But the 
long-ha!:, like tht poor, we have ever with us ,—in posse. 
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Pnn<x- Eni-wha was stnt 10 Tokyo to return the visit 
of Marquis Saionji and present the compliments of the King 
to the Emperor of Japan. 

The Japanese government evidently realized the neces¬ 
sity or having an exceptionally strung representation in 
Seoul, for Count Inonye arrived on the 20th of October and 
assumed thedmiesof minister. He bad more than once helped 
to straighten out matters in Korea aha he had the confidence 
of the king and of the people as well. No butter appointment 
could have been made uucer the circumstances. 

The end of October was signalized by tbe murder of 
Kim Hak-u, the vice-Minister of Haw, who was one of tbe 
strongest and best men that the reform movement had 
brought to the front. He was stabbed a; night in his house. 

'1 he month of November wit cessed some progress in the 
reconstruction of the government. The pardon of Pak 
\otig-hyo had been the sign for a general auiuesty to all 
those who had foifcitud their rights in 1884. Sn Cba-phl, 
known better as Dr. Philip Jaisobn, who had been many 
years in America and ,ha <3 become a naturalized citizen of 
that country, had come back to Korea quietly aud was await¬ 
ing ac opportunity to make himself useful. Su Kwaug-bom 
had also come back from extie iu-Japan and others who bad 
been kept sedulously in the background because of their 
liberal tendencies all came forward arid received recognition 
by the king and were put again iu line of political preferment. 
So rapid was the progress of this movement that by tbe mid¬ 
dle of December the king found himself moved to form a new 
cabinet composed almost entirely of men who had been fore¬ 
most in the attempt of iStty, as the following list will show. 
The Ministers were Kim Hoag-jip, Yu KiHun, Pak Yong- 
nyo. SB Kwang-boci, Cho Heui-yfin, Sin Keni-sfm, Um Se- 
vnng, O Yua-jung, Kim Yur.-slk. Pak Chong-yang and Yi 
Cha-njyun, At the same time Dr. Jaisohn was employed as 
adviser to the Privy Council for a term 0: teu years. 

This era of change also affected the Koreau Army. The 
various regiments in Seoul, numbering five, had heretofore 
been uuder wholly independent and separate commands but 
OOW they were All placed m the hands of the War Depart¬ 
ment, their names were changed aud many men were dropped 
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became of age unci younger men wsr« appointed in their 

pl'iffs. The tactics that hid been taught were given up and 
the Japanese tactics were introduced instead. 

We have referred to the Privy Council. This was an 
advisory board or council composed of some forty men whose 
business it was to take up and discuss all important govern¬ 
ment matters, and it was supposed to have a sort of veto 
power. It exercised this power for about three years but lost 
it when the Independence Club was overthrown. The entire 
personnel of this Council was progressive and pro-Japanese. 
There can be no question that the machiuerv was now all 
complete whereby Korea could be governed properly. There 
was no great obstacle in the way. All that was needed was’ 
that no serious blunders should be made and that the Japan¬ 
ese should act firmly but wisely. At the same time there was 
a strong pressure being exerted behind the scenes in the op¬ 
posite direction and. as wo shall sec. not without effect. And 
so the year 1S04 came to a close and tlie new year opened 
with great promise of better things to come. .On the fifth of 
the new year the king wen I to tlic Ancestral Temple and iu 
the most solemn manner took an oath to carry out the re¬ 
forms already determined upon and partly inaugurated. It 
is unnecessary to give this oath in full but only to enumerate 
the principal points. After a long preamble in which the 
king declares his intention to uphold the government as an 
independent one he guarantees specifically that— 

(ij All thought of dependence on China shall be put 
away. 

<2> Thr line of succession and rank iu the Royal Family 
shall be clearly marked. 

(3) The King shall attend to public business in person 
and in consultation with his ministers, and the Queen shall 
not interfere in government matters. 

(4) The affairs of the Royal Household shall be kept 
quite distinct from the general government. 

(5) The duties of Ministers and other officials shall be 
clearlv denned. 

\&) Taxes shall l>c rrgitlATcd by 1 ft w and additions to 
them are .forbidden. 
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Japanese Industrial Projects in Korea. 

The request which the Japanese have made for agri¬ 
cultural and other industrial privileges in the interior of 
Korea opens up a very large and very important ques¬ 
tion. important both for Japan and for Korea. It will 
be difficult to find precedents for it in the pages ol inter¬ 
national law, and recourse ear. be had only to general 
principles. It may be said in a general way that every 
land owes to the world the development of its resources. 
This is especially true of agricultural resources, for 
whereas a country might. l>e justified under certain cir¬ 
cumstances in delajriug the development of its mineral 
resources on the ground that they are definitely limited 
and therefore exhaustible such argument cannot be urg¬ 
ed in excuse for allowing arable land to lie permanently 
fallow, for if properly cultivated it forms .in inc*x hnus ti- 
ble resource. By withholding it from use, the country 
deprives the world of a source of food supply without ir. 
any way benefitting herself thereby. 

For.many centuries Korea has been in the enviable 
position of having a food supply far larger per capita than 
any other Oriental country. But or. this point a few 
facts must be given. It is perhaps not generally known 
that the amount of land under cultivation today in 
Korea is very muck fess than fifteen years ago ; and this in 
spite of a constant increase in population. The cause of 
this is manifold. In the first place the constant increase 
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ill population has called fora larger and larger supply of 
building material and fuel. This has accelerated the de¬ 
forestation of the country and this in turn has caused an 
enormous waste in the water supply. The rain flows off 
the hillsides rapidlj-, causing floods which overwhelm the 
rice lands with sand and rubble and at the same time 
denude the slopes of all vegetation, rendering the work 
of reforestation next to impossible. 

In the second place it is estimated by fairly compet¬ 
ent Koreans that as a result of fongJink depreciations dur¬ 
ing the past decade 30,000 kyul of land have been aban¬ 
doned. This represents several million bags of rice- 
deducted from the annual yield. The province of Chul-la 
has suffered the most from this cause and has come near 
to surrendering its proud title of “Garden of Korea..” 

In the third place there has been a gradual deteriora¬ 
tion in the thrift aod diligence of the people. Whether 
this has been caused by official indirection does not affect 
our argument; suffice it to say that the average Kor¬ 
ean of today appears to have less incentive to strenuous 
exertion than formerly. We believe that the causes of 
this deplorable fact lie largely outside the individual 
Korea n and are ea sily susceptible of rectification, but of 
that later. 

Now from all these causes combined, of which the first 
is doubtless the most important, we see that the margin 
of cultivation in Korea, so far from being on the rise is 
constantly on the decrease;' instead of steadily creeping 
t\p the valleys and adding new land to the (Cultivated 
area the Koreans are coming back down the valleys and 
abandoning the less productive areas to mother nature. 

Now let us glance at another phase of the question 
and ask how the Koreans have responded to the live de¬ 
mand for agricultural produce made by Japan, to what 
extent she lias accepted the invocation to exert her latent 
energies in the supplying of raw material to Japanese 
manfacturers. The answer is a lamentable one. The 
Koreans have never grasped the significance of passing 
events. They have been absolutely blind to. their oppor¬ 
tunities and so far from leaping to the opportunity they 
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have had to be coaxed and wheedled into accepting even 
the cream of that opportunity. Had the Koreans been 
possessed of even a fair degree of enterprise we should 
long since have seen their capitalists joining hands and 
formulating a hundred reasonable plans for taking this 
tide of opportunity at the flood. The establishment of 
cotton manufactories in Japan would have been the sig¬ 
nal for putting in ten thousand acres in cotton in the pen¬ 
insula, and careful and exhaustive experiments with 
seeds brought from Egypt, America and other successful 
cotton growing countries. But instead of all this we see 
the Koreans universally howling because the export of 
rice and beans has raised the price of food stuffs at home. 
They sigh for the good old days and hanker for the flesh- 
pots of Egypt. 

And yet is there nothing to be said for him ? He 
knows nothing about the interrelationship of supply arid 
demand. He secs no connection between Japanese indus¬ 
trial enterprise and Korean agricultural produce. He 
sets and knows nothing beyond the lulls that bound his 
vision. He lias no faith in any man. He distrusts any 
medium of exchange that does not represent in itself in¬ 
trinsic value. Within the limited range of his observa¬ 
tion he is ready and quick to take advantage of enlarged 
opportunity anu he is a keen judge of relative values. 
His whole training goes to prove that combinations of 
capital are as a rale but traps to catch bis money and 
finally leave him in the lurch. The investment of capital 
is so precarious that there is no inducement in it uuless, 
as in a lottery, a man has a chance to double his money 
in a year's time. The trouble lies not in lack of energy 
nor in innate laziness but in crass ignorance and in sus¬ 
picion bred of long centuries of indirection. If he could 
be educated up to his privileges and bis mind could be 
broadened so as to grasp something more than his im¬ 
mediate environment he would equal the Japanese in 
every line excepting, perhaps, that of art. 

It is necessary to take this brief survey of the status 
• » 

of affairs in Korea in order to understand the drift of 
these new currents. If the Koreans were wide awake 
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and anxious to improve their opportunities, and if the 
margin of cultivation were steadily, even if slowly, on 
the rise things would look less dark for the Koreans; but 
with everything going to the bad, agriculture languish¬ 
ing, the people wholly apathetic and hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of acres of land withdrawn from cultivation, it 
looks seriously as if Korea were not fulfilling her duty to 
society in general, and there is some cause for Japan's 
complaint. If Korea will not cultivate her land herself 
someone else is sure to do it; but if she refuses she cannot 
complain if someone else does it for her. Shall wc call it 
The International Law of Eminent Domain ? It follows 
the primal law of the survival of the fittest, whose moral 
ride is expressed in the words—To him who hath (energy 

to develop resource) shall more (resource) be given, but 
from him who hath not (such energy) shall lx* taken even 
that (resource) which he hath. 

On the Japanese side, as well, there arc some facts to 
be noted. Korea is recognized as an independent govern¬ 
ment by the treaty powers, who have established lega¬ 
tions at Seoul. The Japanese government has guaranteed 
the continuance of that independence. The mere prepon¬ 
derance of Japanese influence in Seoul does not necessari¬ 
ly impair the independence of the Korean government. 
But the very pertinent question arises whether the at¬ 
tainment by the Japanese of their object in opening the 
uncultivated areas of Korea, to Japanese enterprise will 
not necessarily put an end even to the nominal independ¬ 
ence of the country. There are those who sav, and with 
some reason, that this act on the part of the Japanese is 
the finger-writing on the wall “Thou hast been weighed 
in the balance and found wanting,” and that it will ne¬ 
cessarily lie followed by the declaration of a protectorate. 
There are others who believe that il properly carried out 
i: need not mean the obliteration of Korea as a co-ordi¬ 
nate treaty power. There is very' little use in taking any 
sentimental ground in this matter. The fact that Korea 
has had an autonomous government for three thousand 
years, that .-die supplies Japan with many of her most 
cherished ideals, that here we have one of the most anc- 
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icnt of extant civilizations—none of these things weigh in 
the balance. Might not the same or similar things be 
said of India, of Egypt, of Poland, in greater or less de¬ 
gree? And yet all these, for one cause or other forfeited 
their moral right to autonomous existence. To those 
who have known Korea intimately and who have ident.i- 

A 

fied themselves with her life and growth it seems a pity, 
and yet their view is circumscribed by personal consider¬ 
ations. They must take the larger broader view and re¬ 
cognize that these sentimental considerations must give 
way before larger interests. Who knows but that under 
the' changed conditions the lot of the Korean people as 
individuals might be much better than it is now ? 

Now let us inquire what things arc included in this 
new policy of colonization in Korea. To bring their 
margin of cultivation up to the point that it has reached 
in Japan or in Chita would require, the labor of at least a 
half million of laborers. It is more than likely that from 
the very firstthe Japanese would employ Korean labor 
to a considerable extent in carrying out the work, espe¬ 
cially during the time that will be required in "breaking” 
the virgin soil and in making the embankments for rice 
fields. There can be no reasonable doubt that all this 
will give a great impetus to Korean labor. And, more¬ 
over, the improved methods which the Japanese will in¬ 
troduce will be object lessons to the Koreans and we may 
confidently expecL to sec a new impetus given to the na¬ 
tive agriculture and a consequent increase of production. 
Bui this considerable: influx of Japanese population will 
alsocrcatca livelvdemand for numberless other conmodi- 
tics which the Koreans produce, such at paper, hemp, oils, 
beef, and other non-agricultural products. The stimulus 
will befeft in even - direction and there is reason to believe 
that a healthful rmulatinn will be aroused which will do 
much to counteract the slovenly habits of the Koreans. 

In spite of many objections which may be urged we 
are able to imagine a state of tilings which would do Ko¬ 
rea an immense amount of good. It must be- remember¬ 
ed that a settled la ruling class of Japanese would be far 
different from trie coolies who engaged in work upon the 
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railroads here. The latter have nothing in common with 
the Koreans among whom they work, and exasperate 
them to the last degree hv their harshness, and the Kore- 
ans have no place to appeal against thorough treatment 
which they receive; but in an agricultural community all 
this would be changed anti as a rule the Japanese'and 
Korean fanners would live at peace with each other. 
This depends, of course, upon the method by which the 
Japanese colonists will be governed. And here we come 
to thi? crux of the sit’tH Lion. 


it cannot be exacted that the Japanese will submit 
to native Korean government. Under present admin¬ 
istrative conditions this would be impossible. There 
would have to be some sort of consular jurisdiction 
which would work in conjunction, and in harmony, with 
the country prefectu:*al governments, and the Japanese 

should g ve the Koreans clearly to understand that they 
had a perfect right to cite r.z'.y Japanese subject before a 
joint prefect oral court to right any grievance which they 
may have, and the Japanese settlers should lie clearly in¬ 
structed that before the law the Korean has precisely the 
Krone rights that the Japanese h?is. If this were done and 
the Koreans were shown that this colonization did not 
mean an opportunity for Japanese to maltreat the 
natives with impunity, all would go well. 

One of the greatest sources of‘difficulty will be the 

regulation of the water supply. The growth of rice 

depends entirely upon this supply and as the fallow lands 

lie, as :« rule, farther up the valleys than the cultiv ated 

limbs there will be manv nice questions to be decided as 

to water rights. It would be a monstrous wrong if the 

colonists sijold divert the. present water supply away 

from the fields already under cultivation bv Koreans and 

• * 

yet this will l.»c the constant temptation, especially in 
titr.es of drought. But there need be no trouble on this 
score if the Japanese are made to find or make supple¬ 
mentary sources of water supply which will make it un¬ 
necessary to encroach upon toe Koreans. This is the 
most discouraging point it the whole discussion but of 
its absolute necessity there can be no doubt, or at least 
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there will be no doubt as soon ns the Koreans-see their 
water supply diverted to the fields of Japanese. Tbev 
will fight to the death before they will submit to such in¬ 
justice. It is very customary /or the foreigner to judge 
of the Korean by what be sees of him in Seoul but it must 
be remembered that the supineness of the average yang- 
bun and the plasticity of the average official give no in¬ 
dication of the temper of the common mail, the hard 
working farmer. He is eapable of becoming distinctly 
dangerous, and while he would in time be put down by 
force of arms he could keep the colonizing work of the 
Japanese in continual chaos for the next fifty years. If 
he is grievously wronged this will be the result; if he is 
treated fairly all may go well. With a fair-minded Jap¬ 
anese agent working in conjunction with each prefect in 
whose district there are Japanese colonists, and a.guar- 
antee of eqality of lights before the law, it is probable 
that in most places all would move along quietly. The 
question is whether the Japanese government has at its 
disposal the requisite number of men ol the necessary 
judicial quality to carry on this delicate work. Unfor¬ 
tunately the class of Japanese with whom the Koreans 
have come iu contact in the interior have led the natives 
to the conclusion that their rights will receive scant re¬ 
cognition. This at the very' start is a heavy handicap 
to the Japanese, must be overcome before the Japanese 
anti Koreans will be able to live side by side in peace. 

Whether the Koreans could offer serious opposition 
to the success of this colonization project will be seen 
from the following considerations.. In most manufactur¬ 
ing industries the plant is all in one place and sus¬ 
ceptible of careful guardianship, but the farmers’ fields 
stretch out over a large area, the population is rela¬ 
tively sparse mid n determined enemy outnumbering the 
Japanese ten to one could commit nightly acts of depreda¬ 
tion that would ruin his prospects and drive him from 
the soil. It would take an army of police in every pre¬ 
fecture to make the colonist safe. Who docs not know 
that a standing crop is the rr:ost easily ruined of any 
form of wealth ? His very field of grain will be the Jap- 
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nncx' colonist’s hostage and guarantee of good behavior. 

We believe that if this project is put in operation it 
will have to be done very gradually indeed. If it is hur¬ 
ried the natural and violent prejudices of the Koreans 
will drive them to instant reprisals and violent methods 
will have to be adopted. This in the natiure of things 
will intensify the prejudice and will veto any lasting re¬ 
sults. But, on the other hand, if the Japanese shonld 
select a dozen prefectures or so, place a thoroughly 
honest and judicious agent in each who will assure the 
Koreans of protection against wrong, let him have the 
power to veto illegal taxation of the Koreans themselves 
and be a cheek upon the prefectural a jit ns, and in a few 
years we would find the people of every prefecture in the 
country tugging that such an agent be placed in their 
districts as well. It would prove ar object-lesson in 
government as well as in agriculture. The people would 
get a taste of fair government, they would feel the in¬ 
centive that comes from added self-respect and from the 
feeling of security in the possession of their hard-earned 
wealth; and the da}- would not be far distant when the 
Japanese government would find itself able to hand back 
the keys of government to the Koreans, confident of their 
ability to profit by the lessons that they had learned. 
This might take ten years or twenty*. We doubt if it 
would take more. 

Since writing the above we see, from the daily paper 
in Seoul, that the Japanese authorities who made the 
request for the use of the fallow lands intend that by far 
the greater part of the labor is to be done by Koreans, 
but under the direction of Japanese, and it is distinctly 
denied that this is a scheme for colonization. This we 
consider to be a very happy augury though whether this 
proviso is caused by the commotion which was raised by 
the original proposition or whether such was the original 
intention it is hard to say. Therecan be only one voice in 
regard to the proposal to open up the until led land of the 
peninsula. It must prove a great benefit to the country* 
If the work is done at Japanese expense of course the 
Japanese will claim the usufruct of the land and of course 
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the difficulties in regard to water supply will be the 
same as if the Japanese settlers came in force; but the 
absence of any large Japanese farming class will make 
the solution of all other difficulties comparatively easy. 

There is one matter that should receive careful atten¬ 
tion. The Korean government obtains almost all its 
revenue from the land tax, and the Japanese should be 
made to understand that this new land will properly l>e 
subject to precisely the same taxation as other land. 
This is all the more reasonable when we note that the 
use of the land will be free to the Japanese so far as rent 
or lease is concerned. There is no reason however why 
it should be tax-free as well as rent-free. If the land 
does not pay taxes the Japanese will simply be taking 
the land without giving any thing at all as exchange. 
This is the least the Korean government ought to 
expect in compensation for this valuable concession. 
There are those who will claim that this concession is 
much like that of the Russians on the Yalu, but to our 
mind there is a distinct difference. That meant simply 
the cutting off of the valuable timber which has a large 
and immediate market value highly in excess of the labor 
required to market it and which cannot be replaced when 
once cut. while the other is an attempt to work up a 
new and permanent source of wealth which will afford a 
perennial income. One adds to the assets of the country. 
The other subtracts from them. But. as we have said, 
there are grave difficulties to be overcome and obstacles 
to be surmounted vefore the scheme can be carried to a 
conclusion. There should be a campaign of education 
not only among the Koreans of the common class but 
among the Japanese of the same class as well. If the 
Koreans must be taught that peaceful enterprise of the 
Japanese in Korea cannot hurt them, the Japanese must 
also be taught that the Koreans have exactly as good a 
right to personal protection and immunity from petty 
assault as the Japanese themselves, and there are some 
who think the lower ranks of the Japanese will take a 
- lot of teaching along this line. We can clearly foresee 
that if they arc not so taught, there will be trouble. 
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Meum et Tuum. 

Two gentlemen sat m a room in Seoul discussing a 
rather delicate matter. One was Mr. Yd, or, by inter¬ 
pretation, Mr. Law, and the other was Mr. Yu which 
means, of* course, Mr. Willow, There relationship was 
not an unusual one. Mi. Law was a blue-blooded yang- 
ban, the blueness of his blood being increased, it may be, 
by the fact that in spite of his fine house he had so little 
money that he could not buy enough food to supply red 
corpuscles to his vital fluid, For this reason he hail 
het'n driven to taking in boarders, that is he had let a 
corner of his house to Mr. Willow for a consideration. 
This Mr. Willow seemed always supplied with money 
but he was silent as to the source from whence he obtain¬ 
ed it. 

They were now seated in the tenant’s sarang and Mr. 
Willow was urging his landlord to strike for the posi¬ 
tion of prefect in the country. Mr. Law agreed to the 
suggestion in the abstract hut objected that he had not 
a single cash wherewith to urge his claims upon the 
Home Minister who had charge of these administrative 
plums. 

"Hut don’t let a little thing like that stand in your 
wav. How much will it take to give piquancy to your 
claim ?" 

"I suppose a hundred thousand would move his 
heart, but this sum is nowhere in sight.” 

Mr. Willow unlocked his ponderous pandajc and 
counted out the necessary sum. 

m 

"Take this and secure an appointment. . 1 cannot 
see such talent as yours wasted in merely playing chess 
with me as you do every day.” 

Who ever heard of a Korean yangban accepting a 
loan! But Mr. Willow insisted and Mr. Law succumbed 
to the tempter. The next dnv he linrl his commission in 
hand but— 
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“1 can't go without n scoivtni-y. and I know ;;o one 
ti: ask to accompany to me." Mr. Willow smiled. 

“Perhaps 1 would do." 

“You!" exclaimed the prefect-elect in an cm harassed 
tone. “I have known you only a few weeks, and it 
would lx—well, anything but conventional." 

“But there are considerations that sometimes com¬ 
pensate for such irregularities," said Mr, Willow glanc¬ 
ing significantly toward the chest from which the money 
had been provided. Mr. Law saw the force of the argu¬ 
ment and with a show of cordiality offered his tenant 
the position. 

A week Later the prefect in his two-man chair and his 
secretary on a donkey rode up in state to the prefcctural 
buildings in the little fourth class district to which they 
had been accredited, and Mr. Law took over the keys 
of office. 

For a time all went well, hut Mr. I.aw thought more 
of chess and his pipe than he did of administering the 
government of his district and gradually he fell in arrears 

in his accounts with the central government. The rev¬ 
enue due to be paid in Seoul had a way of finding its way 
into his private purse and thence by various avenues into 
the hands of the shop-keeper*, wine-merchants and other 
purveyors to his magisterial comfort. The official com¬ 
munications from Seoul began to take on a critical tone 
and one tine day Mr. Law was dismayed to learn that 
another prefect had been appointed it; his place and ten 
days of grace was all that lay between himself and open 
disgrace. 

During the year that had elapsed one of the or 

prefectural clerks had !>een taking advantage of his man¬ 
ifest opportunities and had extorted enormous sums 
from the people and filled his store-house with valuable 
goods. At this painful juncture Mr. Wiliow, hi* confi¬ 
dential secretary, stood in the breach and by a plan, all 
his own. extricated his patron from his painful position. 
It was late one night when Mr. Willow pushed back the 
chess pieces anrl said : 

"There is onlv one wav out of the woods. Mr. Lav.-, 

ft 
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and l fear you will have to take that way however much 
it may shock your ideas of propriety. Come with me. I 
have something to show you.” The bewildered prefect 
followed his guide and soon they brought up in the rear 
of the afore-mentioned trjwz's well-filled store-house. To 
the prefect’s horror Mr. Willow proceeded to make a hole 
in the wall, and he worked with such evident experience 
and to such good puqjo.se that Mr. Law soon saw the 
explanation of Willow’s ready money. The hole was now- 
large enough to admit the body of a man. and Mr. Wil¬ 
low, brushing the dust from his hands, bade the prefect 
enter, which he did on all fours, thinking perhaps that he 
would simply feast his eyes upon the ajw/'s wealth and 
then retire. 

The first thing their eyes rested on was a generous 
jar of wine, which Mr. Willow proceeded to sample. It 
was of prime quality, and before long the prefect had for¬ 
gotten everything and Ijctiveen bowls was huinning to 
himself a ditty whose free interpretation would have been 
“We won’t go home till morning.” Sordid he, as the 
sequel shows. . About two o’clock Mr. Willow left him 
in a drunken stupor on the floor and climbing to the roof 
lay down and began making curious noises which soon 
brought the occupants of the house to their feet. They 
investigated and found the doughty prefect in sweet 
slumber beside the half empty ja r of wine. There was no 
hesitation as to the method of bis disposal- A great 
leather bag was brought, the unconscious prefect was 
tumbled in, and ten minutes later the bag and its queer 
contents were tied to a huge tree that grew in the pre¬ 
fect’s yard. The morrow would show what it would show. 

Soon all was still again, the graceful Willow glided 
orT the roof and showed by his actions that the night’s- 
work was not completed. He glided around the ajax's 
house til) he came to the room where the bed-ridden and 
speechless grandmother of the latter reposed. By arts 
known to the brotherhood he soon had the door open 
and in almost as little time as it takes to tell he had the 

nged person on his h/sck and wiis speeding toward the 
big tree. 
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The transfer took hut a moment and after the pre¬ 
fect had been taken to the well and treated to a few 
buckets of cold water, externally, night reigned once 
more undisturlxxl. 

The early morning hpheld an unusual stir in the 
town. The aJuH was busy calling the people out to wit¬ 
ness the sight of a life-time. In his excitement his man- 
ffun was loosened and his hair flew about his face. Fol¬ 
lowed bv an excited crowd he tv.tne into-the cnurLvard of 

V m 

the prefect’s house, flig and little, old and young, came 
crowding after him with mouth agape. 

'“There,” cried the :jvn , striking a tragic attitude and 
pointing toward the bag, “'I have caught the thief and 1 
will have him paddled to a pulp, even if he is the pn/<r !!" 

What ? could it be that the prefect was in that bag ? 
The crowd stood transfixed. With trembling hands the 
ajun tore open the mouth of the bag and, spurning it 
with his foot, rolled it over and over. Out came the 
venerable form of his grandmother, while at the same 
moment the prefect, dressed i:i his most imposing uni¬ 
form, and showing no signs of the night's cnlcrLairmient 
except a certain suffusion of the eye, stepped out and 
inquired what the disturbance was all about. 

The crowd stood open-mouthed and the horrified ajun 
was transfixed with amazement at the sight of his 
honored grandmother whereas he had expected to un¬ 
mask the prefect. 

The latter loudly ordered the vard cleared and then 
• • 

culling in tliL ajun .smoothly informed him that justice 
could be compounded for by the payment of five million 
cash or $2,Ul>0. What was there to do ? The whole vil¬ 
lage were witnesses of his undoing and the ajmi meekly 
paid the. fine and made his way homeward with his 
grandmother on his back. The prefect and his secretary 
packed up aud left forthwith All of this goes to prove 
that knavery may prove the antidote to knavery, for the 
ajun had amassed his fortune by means as questionable as 
those by which he was relieved of it. 
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The Russo=.Iapanese War. 

Thu past month has seen little of importance in Rus¬ 
sian operations in Korea. 'It is still as difficult as ever 
to-'ucss wliat possible use this worrying of the Koreans 
can fie to the Russian cause in general. It is not clone on 
a large enough scale to detach any of the Japanese forces 
from direct operations in Manchuria hut it is difficult 
to believe that there is no definite plan behind it. We 
shall have to wait developments before we can see what 
they are really up to. 

The only incident of any particular importance has 
been the wanton bombardment of thefcreaty port of Won- 
sail and this was important only lieeause of the incon¬ 
venience it caused the people living there. It had no in¬ 
fluence whatever on the war itself but it. illustrated, as 
perhaps no other incident has done so clearly, the Rus¬ 
sian disregard for the courtesies of civilized warfare. 
We gi vc an account of the affair from the standpoint of 
a foreign eye-witness. 

About five o’clock on the morning of June 30th seven 
Russian torpedo-boats entered the harbor of Wonsan. 
Five of them stopped some distance put but two came 
near the customs schooner, a boat was lowered and 
some Russian officers boarded her. Mr. Thorson of the 
customs customarily sleeps or board the schooner, and 
he was closely questioned by the Russians. They insist¬ 
ed on being shown the location of the Japanese consul¬ 
ate, barracks and telegraph office, but Mr. Thorson was 
not there for the purpose of supplying the Russians with 

information and all thev learned was the rather unsatis- 

• 

factory information that those buildings were not in 
sight- He willingly pointed out, however, the foreigners' 
residences and the Chinese quarter. The Russians ap¬ 
parently intended to spare these portions of the town if 
thev found it convenient. 

Of course the Japanese residents were immediately 
aware of the situation although the Russians took no 
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pains to inform them or warn then ol danger, and hastv 
preparations were made throughout the Japanese settle¬ 
ment for immediate removal, but the people had no idea 
that the ball would open without giving non-combatants 
time to remove to a place of safety. When, therefore, 
the Russians began to shell the place an hour after their 
arrival it took the people unawares, and naturally a 
panic ensued. Women and children cannot be expected 
to stand quietly and be shot at. The streets were im¬ 
mediately filled with a struggling, panting, screaming 
crowd of men women and children some trying to carry 
a bundle of their valuables and others throwing everv- 

* . w 

thing aside in the mad rush to get out of range of those 
terrible missiles. Our informant lived on the hill facing 
the bund and coming out on his verandah he saw the 
pitiful sight in the streets below. He heard the shell 
whizzing through the air and one of them fell just out¬ 
side his gate. It failed to explode and he went out and 
secured it. finding it be a four pound shell. He then 
hurried away to the houses of some other foreigners to 
learn if any damage had been done, for the Russians were 
firing wildly and without any regard to the position of 
foreigners' houses. In about half an hour there was a 
cessation of the firing, but the respite was only a short 
one. The Russians opened up again but this time at a 
large Japanese schooner that was entering the harbor 
with a full cargo. They set fire to her anil she burned all 
that day and the following night. newspaper mac 
who was in the town told him that he hail counted 27C 
shots m all. 

Some of the shells went over the town and struck in 
the valley two or three miles back. Several struck near 
the house of Pastor Fenwick and at other points in the 
environs of Wonsan. It seemed as if the Russians were 
trying to find the Japanese barracks but did not know 
where to aim. Strange to say, with all this firing no one 
was killed or even wounded, besides the schooner which 
was burned a small Japanese steam launch was sunk. 
Many shots were fired into the warehouses along the 
shore but very little damage was done. The foreigners in 
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their exposed position on the hill had no time to get 
away and so remained perforce and watched the novel 
scene. They all lelt very much outraged that n Russian 
licet should come in ami bombard an unfortified port 
without giving the least notice of their intentions. 

From their outlook on the hill they watched the 
torpedo-boats go out and join the Russia, (hvwoboi, Ritrik 
and a collier which came up from behind an island. All 
sailed off southward at about eleven o’clock. The people 
in Won-san think that tha.v have a right to expect a 
periodical visit front this Heel until such time as it falls in 
with the Japanese squadron, after which they fear no 
more trouble. 

It ts unnecessary to comment on this wanton viola- 
tioti of interna tin iml usage. To scare women aud child¬ 
ren out of their wits and send them in a wild and breath¬ 
less chase out of a peaceful settlement docs not appeal 
to our ideas of chivalrous warfare. ' It can do nothing to 
cripple the enemy's fighting force, and can only invite re¬ 
prisals. We doubt very much, however, whether even 
this wanton cruelty would so exasperate the Japanese as 
to make them forget the ordinary decencies of modern 
warfare. It is no credit to the Russians that scores of 
these innocent women and children were not killed. 3t 
merely emphasises the bad marksmanship of the Rus¬ 
sians. We shall be surprised if a strong protest is not 
made by those foreign Rowers whose subjects were 
imperilled bv this wanton exhibition of brutality. 

The life of a Korean official in northeastern Korea 
must be anything but pleasant. He has to sit and see 
his people plundered without being able to lift a hand in 
opposition. He even has to act as an instrument of 
the Russians in collecting plunder tor them. He cannot 
help him, and yet he knows all the time that every ounce 
of aid he gives the Russians will add pounds to the pun¬ 
ishment that will be meted out to him at Seoul. The Rus¬ 
sians built a bridge across the Tuman and occupied 

Korean territory in the vicinity with some thousands 

• » 

of their troops, according to Korean reports which may 
exaggerate anywhere from three to ten fold. The rains 
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swelled the river and washed away the bridge, we hear, 
which must have been of the frailest kind. It is said 
that the Russians were short of clothing and so appro¬ 
priated Korean men's and women’s garments but they 
soon got so filthy that even the Koreans were disgusted 
ac them. 


Odds and Ends. 


The Ten Thousand 
Year Bridge. 


The great bridge at Ilam-heung 
which the playful Russians partly 
destroyed a few weeks ago is con¬ 
sidered quite a wonder by the Koreans. It is their “Ta_v 
Bridge" or "Brooklyn Bridge." It is about half a mile 
long and crosses the wide sandy bed of a stream that 
fills its banks only during the rainy season. It is built 
on wooden pillars and during most of the year it has, 
like the old time London Bridge, many houses or shops 
built upon it. These are all taken away however upon 
the approach of the rainy reason. In the hot summer 
nights many people go out and sleep on the bridge and 
more than once sudden storms among the mountains 
have swollen the stream so suddenly that it has Insm 


partly swept away before tlie sleepers were aware of 
their danger. Its curious name came from the following 
incident; A gentleman of Ham-heung had an only son 
who was the pride of his heart. The lad’s name was 
Man-se ^ or “Thousand year,” or “generation.” The 
boy was standing on the bridge one day looking down 
into the water, when he lost his balance fell in and was 
drowned—the father was inconsolable and the fatatily 
made such an impression on the people that they always 
spoke of the bridge as the place where Man-se was drown¬ 
ed. So it came to Vie called the Man-se-kvo or “Ten 
Thonsand Year Bridge.” The pillars that uphold the 
bridge aie natural forked timbers sunk in the sand and in 
the crotches of these lie the cross pieces. The lloor of the 
bridge is made of squared limbers seven inches thick laid 
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side by side mill tied together with the tough Korean 
vine called cf/ik. The bridge is so little elevated above 
the ordinary surface of the water that portions of 
it are washed away almost every year. As its repair 
devolves upon the Government and the contract nets a 
handsome profit Lo the builders the annual fall of this 
bridge is looked upon as one of the good things of the 
season hv many a thrifty ear] urn ter, and a slight rainy 
season is looked upon as something of a misfortune. 


Editorial Comment. 

It has been many years since Seoul has enjoyed so 
startling a sensation as that which followed upon the 
Japanese request that the uncultivated lands of Korea 
lie turned over to Japan for exploitation. We do not 
propose to discuss the etlhies of the proposition. The for¬ 
eign public and the Koreans have so fully made up their 
minds on that point that it requires no mention, hot we 
may be permitted to examine into some of the causes lor 
the panic which seems to have seized all Korean official¬ 
dom in view of the request of the Japanese. 

We have before intimated in th;* Stc'i-rw that the 

Koreans ate verv interested and very keen observers of 

* • 

the actions of (he Japanese and of the Russians in view 
of the contest now being carried on. They do not have 
much to say by way of definite opinion blit their in¬ 
terests are too greatcly at stake for them to be at all 
apathetic as to the result. As a rule the Korean is glad 
that Japan is proving victorious in. the fight. He is pas¬ 
sionately desirous that neither Russian nor Japanese shall 
have more than advisory power in the peninsula and his 
leaning toward Japan lias been simply because he had 
weighed the chances so Ikr as he could and had come to 
the conclusion that the Japanese would be less likely to 
encroach upon Korean sovereignty than the Russians 
would be. Ever since ISTOjapita Jus stood up for the 
independence of Korea anil in spite of minor mistakes 
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ha? given thr Korean reason to believe that that inde¬ 
pendence will be upheld. Tin- treaty of Shimonoseki 
embodied the idea: the Japanese agreement with Russia 
clearly stated it: the terms of the Anglo Japanese alliance 
reiterated it; the protocol of last winter between Korea 
ami japan guaranteed it. it has always been and we 
believe is now a fixture in Japan’s policy ament Korea. 
The Koreans as a rule believed this and gave the Japan¬ 
ese their tacit sympathy in their light against Russia. 
Bat all the time they have been keenh' on the watch to 
see to what extent Japan would swerve from this policy 
under stress of circumstances. They did not object to 
the Japanese armies landing here and traversing the 
country in pursuit of the Russians. They did not object 
to the granting of the fisheries concession on the north¬ 
west coast, for the Japanese pointed out that this was 
necessary in order to help feed the armies at work in 
Manchuria. 

But now that the war has passed on across the 
border the Japanese authorities, without any mention 
of military necessity, ask the Korean Government 10 
turn over to them the fallow lands of the entire king¬ 
dom. The Korean stands aghast at the magnitude of 
the demand and asks what japan has done for Korea or 
what she proposes to do as an equivalent for this conces¬ 
sion. He can see nothing that will begin to compensate 
Korea for the loss of what he believes to be one half the 
area of his country. The natural suspiciousness of his 
nature leads him to the instant conclusion that tins is a 
wanton aggression. Now we have pointed out else¬ 
where that Korea owes it to the Japanese and to the 
world at large to develop these resources, to put this 
potential wealth into circulation. The miser is a foe to 
society in that he keeps money out of circulation. The 
same is measurably true of any land which persistently 
allows arable soil to lie fallow. The Japanese have 
done much for Korea and it is only fair that Korea 
should do this much for Japan especially since in the 
doing of it she will benefit herself even more than Japan. 
So far Japan is well within her rights, but the Korean is 
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not educate*I up to the point where he can recognize 
That he owes anything t f < the world at large. Moral 
obligation weighs very lightly on his conscience. He 
sees in this move nothing Ittit wanton aggression. 
Hcilee the panic. 

But the (juestion arises whether it is true that all that 
Japan wants is that this land be put under cultivation 
so tliat japan may have an enlarged food and raw 
material supply, !l «> she would be as well satisfied if 
the Koreans their? selves should develop it as if she should 
do it herself. The product in food stuffs and raw mater¬ 
ial would 1 h- practically the same. If this were her 
object the obvious course for her to have pursued 
would have lieen to approach the Korean government 
»vith a tri«;ndK pr«-position urging that the Koreans be 
i nci'uragcd to undertake the work and offering to aid by 
finding a purl of ihe necessary capital, which would of 
course be thoroughly secured. But if the Japanese were 
com meed hclnrchnu.] that the Koreans would not carry 
'►uL Lins work and that if done it must lie done by" Jap¬ 
anese, it would have hern in ulace for them to have 

* 

n skdl t o )*> allowed do it subject to some definite and 
specified plan which woukl have indicated clearly the 
scope of the work and the limitations under which it 
would be earned out. but instead of this thev made a 

m 

pcticral demand n.vul u-ft the particulars to be worked 
•>ut Inter. !l Koiva :>lu>.i Id aivt-ie to such a demand 
and grant the crnH/essir/i il \vou Id c>e like contracting 
•it rlic ImiMing n J :i house- and afterwards drawing up 
i lie specifications. The liic; that the demand was push- 
•■■i strongly ;*ml without waiting to formulate a definite 
scheme lui? led some t" Kdicvc that it was the purpose 
of the Japanese to ‘ccr.rv the concession and then use it 
is collateral on which tu raise another war loan. If so 
it would have >x.rn better to have frankly said so for 
tile demand in the bare form in which it was made was 
sure to Ik* interpreted by the Koreans as a direct ag¬ 
gression. It was a proposition that needed to be made 
in the most careful way that human mgevmitv could 
flevise. But it rnnv lie asked whv it .vas neecxsarv to 

m w » 


Digitized by GOOgle 


Original com 

Tiir o no fiTATr univtrsit 




EDITORIAL COMMENT. 


309 


put it in such a way as not to excite the people. If the 
government should acquiesce ami the concession lx- defi¬ 
nitely granted why would not everything move on as 
smoothly as did the railway or mining or timber conces¬ 
sions? The answer to this question brings us to the 

kernel of the matter and lies embedded in the very fiber 

• 

of the Korean character. The Korean is an agricul¬ 
turist. You may take his mines, his fisheries, his forests 
and yet not touch him to the quick, but hi? land is his 
very flesh ami substance and when you tamper with it 
you flick him on the raw. The soil gives him his food 
and drink, on it he rears his house and in it he buries his 
dead. It is the only thing that he will fight for or has 
ever fought for. He may despise his central government, 
hate his local magistrate and sneer at the (lag, but he 
loves the soil with a passion which makes up for all 
other seeming lapses. For this reason we believe that 
even though the government might grant the concession 
and the Foreign Office might affix its seal the work itself 
could never be brought to a successful issue without the 
aeqtfesence and good will of the Korean people. 

There is reason to believe that the storm of remons¬ 
trance with which the people met the demand of the Jap- 
an cue mine as a great surprise to the latter. There had 
been a failure to gauge the feelings of the Koreans and 
when the quiet attitude of the disinterested onlooker 
changed in an hour to fierce invective and clamorous pro¬ 
test it was a revelation to the Japanese. It showed con¬ 
clusively that the matter had been taken hold of at 
the wrong end. and it is greatly to the credit of the Jap¬ 
anese that they hastened to clear themselves of the charge 
of aggression. We understand that the original scheme 
has been laid on the table but that the Korean govern¬ 
ment has lxvn asked to formulate a counter-proposal. In 
other words the Japanese hold, and rightly, to the neces¬ 
sity and propriety of insisting upon the development of 
these latent resources, and say in effect "If you will not 
permit us to do it in our way it is up to you* to suggest 
how it shall be done.” And it is probable that this point 
will be carried. The Japanese have offered to lend the 
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Korean government V 10,000,000 with which to estab¬ 
lish banking facilities throughout the country whereby 
a beginning may be made and we hope that it will be 

carried to a successful issue. The trouble has always 

• 

been in such enterprises that after an enthusiastic begin¬ 
ning the Koreans rapidly lose interest in the undertaking 
and it comes to nothing. The reason for this is a lack 
of genuine business ability or perhaps only of business 
training. The Korean is apt to look askance upon any 
business enterprise that will not double his money in a 
year. He prefers great risks and great profits to safe 
business and small profits. In this the Koreans need to 
take a lesson from the Chinese. It will l>e necessary 
therefore for the Japanese to stand back of the undertak¬ 
ing and hold the Koreans strictly to the work if it is 
once begun, or else it will end as so many government 
industrial projects nave ended m Korea. 

Now that the Japanese authorities have, by their 
prompt recognition of the insuperable obstacles to the 
carrying out of the original proposition, shown their 
continued regard for the integrity of Korean territory 
the excitement will be completely allayed. The whole 
difficulty arose from the Koreans’ lack of knowledge of 
the Japanese intentions. Now that it is clear that there 
will Ik: no arbitrary seizure of land the Koreans will soon 
l»e brought to a point where they will recognize the neces¬ 
sity of developing their waste land and bringing the 
country measurably up to its producing capacity. What 

emmter-proposition the government will make we do not 

pretend to guess taut that some^good understanding will 
be reached we do not doubt. 

There appear to us to be two peii mi nary steps that 
must be takeu before the development of the fallow lands 
lx* well begun. The monetary system must be put on a 
firm basis so that the rapid fluctuation of exchange will 
not make business a mere lottery, and the administra¬ 
tion ol the prctectural governments must Ijc purged of 

many evils which now stand as a bar to the exercise ot 
* 

thrift and energy on the pail of the farming classes. The 
common people who till the land must receive an abso- 
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lute guarantee that they shall be taxed only to some* de¬ 
finite and known extent and that they shall be permanent¬ 
ly freed from the system of extra and irregular taxation 
which has prevailed from time immemorial. This is no 
small undertaking, but until it is done we sec no pos¬ 
sibility of a successful develop mem ol the agricultural 
resources of the country. Some way must be found 
whereby the prefects themselves shall voluntarily forego 
their enormous perquisites or whereby they can be 
checked in the exercise of these illegal or at least extra- 
legal prerogatives. It has l>een said that the Koreans 
have not the energy to develop these waste lands, but 
give them the absolute assurance that they shall be 
thoroughly protected in the use of profits which will ac- 
cnir from such development and it would not be five years 
before the area under cultivation would be increased from 
thirty to fifty percent. In our opinion the Japanese 
should bend their energies to the solution of these neces¬ 
sary questions and then it will be found that the others 
will solve themselves. It would be interesting to know 
how many foreigners have been approached by Koreans 
with propositions looking toward the artificial irriga¬ 
tion of large tracts of land. The Koreans themselves are 
eager lor the reclamation of those lands but they want 
the cooperation of the foreigner, for his connection wiLhit 
would prevent official squeezes, at least so the Koreans 
believe. This being so. the Japanese can confidently ex- 
|x'cL the development of these resources just so soon as 
they can bring about reforms in the administration of 
government which will insure to the laborer the enjoy¬ 
ment of the profits (if his labor. We believe that such is 
the intention of the Japanese government ami that it will 
be carried out speedily, and that in spite of the unfor¬ 
tunate TnisTiwlerstanding that has arisen the Koreans, 
secure in the possession of their own land, will willingly 
cooperate with the Japanese in effecting the necessary re¬ 
forms. 

During the past weeks the foreign element in Korea 
has been led into the expression of very strong sentiments 
regarding the Japanese demands. We believe these have 
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Ix'ch caused more because of genuine sympathy with the 
real interests of Japan than out of an unfriendly spirit. 
It has been lelt that she was jeopardizing her own posi¬ 
tion and widening the gulf between herself and the Kore¬ 
an people, whereas she should he doing everything to 
bridge it. We believe that the outspoken opposition of 
foreigners generally has done much to modify the posi¬ 
tion of the Japanese and to show to them the danger of 
unnecessarily antagonizing the deepseated prejudices of 
the Korean people. We have heretoforeexpressed the sen¬ 
timent that Japan has. in some senses, a more difficult job 
in handling Korea than in whipping the Russians. The 
latter is a military enterprise for which the Japanese are 
equipped both by natural aptitude and by diligent train¬ 
ing but the former is one that calls for a different and 
in a sense, higher qualification. The handling of an alien 
people so sensitive as the Koreans is a task that will re¬ 
quire all the patience and tact that has characterised 
the work of the British in India and {jerhaps more since 
Japan claims no such administrative bold upon Korea 
as great Britain has upon India. To uphold the inde- 
jxmdence and integrity of Korea, hold in check the acquis¬ 
itiveness of a certain class of Japanese with one hand 
and secure the renovation of the administrative, mone¬ 
tary and industrial systems of Korea with the other is 
• * 

a task which if successfully accomplished will add to Jap¬ 
an's military renown the higher glory of constructive 
statesmanship and will be the final proof of Japan’s 
claim ro enlightenment as distinguished from mere civili¬ 
zation. 


News Calendar. 


On June 2&h a young man named Yi Senng-siil sent a wrong 
memorial to His Majesty argumg against the granting of the conces¬ 
sion .»sked for by the Japanese. This was only one of a dozen or more 
of the same teaor. The Japanese press baa accused them of hating 
the Japanese but they reply that they do not hate the Japanese hot 
that >t js necessary to cheek the ambition of the Japanese when it goe* 
so far as to attempt to take away Korean land. A few days Inter the 
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Japanese charge d affaires informed the Foreign Office chat these con¬ 
stant memorials and the false rumors circulating so wildly in Seoul were 
a danger to the friendly relations between Korea and Japan, and he 
urged the Korean authorities to suppress such demonstrations, adding 
that if the Koreans did not attend to the matter it would he necessary 
for the Japanese to interfere and make arrests. The War Office corn- 
tnunicated with the Foreign Office saying that the government bad 
established a bnreau specially for the purpose of opening up fallow 
lands and that the Japanese demands were therefore unintelligible. It 
urged that the Japanese demands be returned and that a firm stand be 
takes against these encroachments upon the sovereignty' of Korea. 

On the 94th the Police Korean sent a body of police to Cbong-no 
to prevent any meeting of llie people or any public demonstration. 
All the big shops were shut for the day. 

Ir. addition to iht Jyuoo given by the government to the IVhattg 
Sung Sir. mun the Emperor has hIso given tiooo, and ordered that the 
paper be not suspended again. It is evident Ibut the paper is ic some 
acxiH & government mouthpiece* Hut wiiat uflcct it will lmvc uu tbc 
policy of the paper remains to be seen. 

Song So-man and Song In-SOp have been turned over by the Japan¬ 
ese police to the Korean police, though the Koreans have given no 
guarantee that the men would be punished. 

On the .Jfith the Foreign Office again returned the Japanese 
demand for land rights, to the Japanese Legation saving that the mat¬ 
ter was creating so much disturbance among the people that the gov¬ 
ernment hoped the Japanese Minister would not press Ibe matter. 

We understand that the Japanese authorities have asked the 
Korean government to formulate a counter proposal arent the develop¬ 
ment of latent agricultural resources. It is said that Y 10,000,000 have 
hcen offered as a loan wherewith to make possible tbc establishment 
of a hank which will loan money wherewith to develop the waste 
lands. 

On the 27th the Japanese began throwing additional troops into 
Seoul. It is said that the number woald be si* thousand. A modified 
from of martini taw fcas been establivhcd by the Japanese in S*mi1 in 
view of the possibility of trouble from the populace. 

All the Koreans who have been graduated from schools iu foreign 
countries and have returned to Korea will assemble at tne Educational 
Department on the first of August to receive from the department 
diplomas reOgnizing their various attainments. 

The Home Department has sent a notice to each district M&t'.ng 
that the Japanese demands have been refused and will not be pressed 
and ordering that if any Japanese hare anticipated the granting or the 
concession by marking out bind he must be immediately informed ol 
the status of the mu Her utid Slopped. 

We understand that the war correspondents who sailed away on 
tbc Manchuria . rejoicing that at last they were going to the front, are 
now back at Kobe having seen nothing of ary account. Hard luck ! 
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The Russians made an attack on Won, an from the sea on June 30th a 
description of which will l-c found rise where in this issue of the Review. 

The police determined to exterminate the dogs of Seoul on the 
ground that they ate up so much food and created such a disturbance 
barking at night, but so many people objected and such an outcry was 
raised that the scheme was abandoned. For » few- day* however doj< 
was quoted in the market reports at a greatly reduced figure ! 

Ou July :st the Minister of Education graduated the first class from 
the Imperial Middle School. The number ol graduates was twentv. 
Tiie course covered mathematics, history, geography, cheniistrv. 
physics, political economy and language, completed in the course of 

four vtar'.i atu<iv* 

e t 

because of the large nuitjltr of Koreans who have gout to Hawaii 
the Korean government has determined to establish a consulate there. 

On July and a class of twelve was graduated from the Government- 
Medical School. The faculty of this school is made up of Korean and 
Japanese instructors 

A Korean Colonization company has been organized in Kobe and 
Osaka for the purpose of taking advantage of opportunities which 
diplomacy is opening up in the peninsula. 

The prelec: of Vtio-san was attacked by Japanese coolies working 
oo the Seoul-Fusan Railway and *-«* badly injured. The Japanese had 
demanded forty pairs of straw shoes and the prefect bad promised to 
procure them but as they were not immediately forthcoming some of 
the Japanese, the worse for wine, entered the prefect’s rooms with 
wcapous and maltreated him severely. Two of the culprits wete 
arrested then and sent up to Seoul where they were doubtless handled 
by the Japanese authorities as they deserved. 

Heavy- bail fell in the tbret diutrictn of Tuk-cb'ua, Yttng-yn anti 
Suk-ch’un in Pyeng-an Province and the young crops were badly 
damaged. 

Vi Chi-yang resigned from the Ministry of Law and Pak Che-sun 
took his place. 

The prefect of YOng-dflk in Pyeng an Province reports that Koreans 
are making very senous complaints against the Japanese fishermen who 
have lately begun to ply their trade along that coast io accordance with 
the late agreement. They claim that one Korean has been killed and 
others severely injured. 

The Korean account of the arrest of Song Su-inan and tilling In¬ 
s'^ is as follows. On the 16th inst, about tlireeo'clock in the afternoon 
about ten members of the newly' founded Po-3n society met at the Cot¬ 
ton guild at Chong-no. Many other Koreans were present simple as 
spectators. Song Su-man was acting as Chairman and was haranguing 
the crowd, giving what arguments he could against the granting of the 
Japanese demand for farming and other privileges in Korea. The 
speaker was not on thvstreet but inside tbehoau, bat the uudicncc over 
flowed into the street to some extent. While the speaking was going 
on two Japanese policemen arrived on the acene, one of them being the 
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Japanese Chief of Police. They entered the house and quietly said that 
the-Japanese acting Minister would like tor.ee Mr. Son* Su-nianand have 
a little conversation with bira. Mr. Song replied that he bud not thr 
pleasure of knowing the Japauese Charge and be had nothin# to discuss 
with him and. declined to go. Thereupon the Japanese ioudlv insisted 
upon his going and seized upou the persons of the two men end prepared 
to lake them away. Korean policemen came on the .‘cene uutl objected 
to '.be arbitrary urrest of Korean subjects without the order or permis¬ 
sion of the Korean authorities. No attention wws psid to this protett 
and 2 move was made to take the arrested ir.en away, This 
would have been impossible owing to the great excitement of the 
Korean crowd, bud it not been for a number of Japanese civilians 
who hurried up with drawn revolvers and formed a cordon about 
the arrester! men. The Society immediately appealed to the Gov¬ 
ernment and the Foreign Office. Yi Ha-yuog the Foreign Minister 
sent an agent to the Society to secure an accurate account of the busi¬ 
ness after which he and the Vice Foreign Minister went to the Japanese 
Legation and protested Ogainsl the arrest, hut without result, for the 
two men were held at tue Japanese police station. The Korean police 
authorities ordered a discontinuance of tbe public meetings of the 
Society, solely in the interests of peace, though the government aud 
the entire Korean populace are in complete sympathy with the 

purposes of the society. Iu spite of this prohibition ah enoc uiOiis crowd 

gathered od the aotta inst. at the Cottou guild and sent to the Foreign 
Office asking if the government had taken steps to frustralethcdesigas 
of the Japanese upor the sovereignty of the Korean Government, and to 
istrenre the releuse of the two men, The answer was in the affirmative. 
On the day liefore this, tbe 19th. the Japanese Minister invited the 
Judge of tbe Supreme Court, Ync Tcfc-ytmg, to a conlereoce, at which 
the Minister strongly objected to the opposition which the Judge had 
made to the proposition oi tbe Japanese, and asserted that if he showed 
such a hostile spirit he could not continue to hold office under the gov¬ 
ernment. The Judge was highly incensed and immediately memori¬ 
alized the emperor asserting his unworthinesB to bold office and asking 
to be released, but the emperor did not accept his resignation. The 
Japanese authorities sent to the Foreign Office stating that the meetings 
at Chong no were composed of evii men who wished to stir up riot and 
rebellion, and demanding what step* tbe government was going to take 
to suppress them. On tbe 2t8t a great crowd gathered at the head- 
quarters of the Po-an Society and a long communication was sect to the 
government urging prompt action in the matter of the Japanese 
demands. About a hundred Japanese soldiers were present at the 
meeting hot merely us spectators, for no opposition was made nor any 
attempt to break up the meeting. On inis same day Yi Yu-in one oi 
tbe vice presidents of tbe society hud a talk with the Japanese 
Minister, and od the next day Uc met tbe members of the 
soaetv «nd said that he hud asked the Minister whether this action 0:1 
the port of the Japanese was ordered from Tokyo or whether the Jap- 
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unese had merely taken advanugt of their military occupation of Korea 
to press the demand. The Minister bad replied that as Korea would 
cot develop the waste lands the Japanese would do so, hot he gave no 
answer to the definite questions of the vice president. But be did 
promise so the vice president said, to withdraw the demands provided 
the society would disband Grst. To this the meu.be-s loudly dissented, 
asserting that it was merely a trick to get them to disband : that when 
the demands were withdrawn it would he time enough to think 
of disbanding, lor then the object of the society would be effected. 
Shortly alter this some Japanese policemen came to the Society and said 
thul tne Japanese Minister would like to confer with some oi the lead¬ 
ing members. So five men were selected. Pak Chi-hun. Whang Your* 
sung, etc., to go and see the Minister, but after they hud gone with the 
policemen ttie> were detained without being taken to the Japanese 
Legation. Soor after this a la:gc number oi Japanese gendarmes 
came to the Society headquarters and ariested Wun Se -eung. Sim 
Saug-jin, Chong ln-bo and Sin llak-kyun and at the same time seized 
all ’.lie records and liorumcnts of tlic Socicli. 

The society had opened new quarters in C'nbo-dong at the Chinese 
Language School, l>ecanse there w'as not enough room at the Cotton 
guild, but the Japanese closed it and guarded the door*. When the 
four men above mentioned, were arrested a young; Korean rushed up to 
the Japanese gendarmes and passionately demanded that he aad all the 
other members be arrested, since they were all alike involved, bat the 
Japanese paid no attention to him. Arriving at Chong-no the Japanese 
and their captives were met by an enormous crowd of angry Koreans 
and were obliged to use force to prevent a stampede. One Korean in 
his frenzy threw off bis coat, bating his bust, and dared the Japanese to 
thrust him through with their swords. The Japanese charged the. 
crowd with drawn swords and in the rout which followed many Koreans 
were injured by being trampled upon. One of the captives Sic Ilak- 
kyun was pierced by a bayonet. The Japanese wok him to the Japan¬ 
ese Hospital for treatment. 

A message al condolence ujwin the death at the Queen Dowager has 
been senL by the Pope iv ibe Eaipeni of Korea #ud »l *Us presented by 

Bishop Mutcl in audience on the ?isl lest. 

Tile jupune* Minister railed in the editors of the two Korcim 
daily papers anc informed them that the matter lobe inserted ii: their 
journals must he suhuntied to the Japanese authorities for approval the 
night before its publication. 

On July or. the yapanese authorities having received the applica¬ 
tion which was returned by the Foreigr Office, immediately sent it 
nack tc that office saying that this answer could cot be entertained and 
urging that the application be granted. On the third or fourth inst. 
the Japanese representative informed the Foreign Office that the 
kapanese demands for (i) A Site tor a military station al Chemulpo, (2) 
the abolition oi the Northwest Railway Bureau, 131 the rejicur o: the 
Seoul- Wjju road. (4) ibearresto; the men who are sending in memorials 
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hostile to the Japanese, must be promptly attended to and that delay in 
these particulars will make it necessary to revise the treaty between 
Korea and Japan. The Foreign Office has stated that as the people are 
busy with their farming it will be impossible to begin the repairs on 
tlie Scoal-Wiju road till autumn. 

• The most violent memorial yet presented was by Yi Sun-bi.ni, iu 
which he spoke rathe: severely of Hi* Majesty and of the Japanese 
authorities and predicted tbe destruction of the country. Anticipating 
his own arrest he went to the Scpreme Court and pave himself up. say¬ 
ing that he was ready to meet and answer every charge against him. 

Two hundred and nine spears of bailey that had three, four ot five 
stem* were brought to Seoul from Nam-p'yucg and presented to His 
Majesty. These are Considered a good omen for the country. 

There are four hundred ex-prefects that are worrying ahont arrears 
of taxation IbuC they failed to send up to Seoul when it was due. The 
government is pressing them for payment. The uggregiUe of their in¬ 
debtedness to the government mounts up into the millions. 

The government has discovered a plat od tbe part of people in Seoul 
to send down letters to people in all the districts urging them to rise 
in revolt against the Japanese and oppose them in cvtiv way. The 
government has therefore sent orders to each prefecture to seize such 
letters and burn them. One was so burned at Chin-ju on the 3rd ia*t. 

t The police have issued orders that women shall not be found on the 
streetsat night nor shall any woman use a jiurtksha except palace danc¬ 
ing-girls. 

We learn that the payment of Y750.000 by the Emperor to tbe 
Electric Company is not only to cover half interest in the company but 
also in settlement of various outstanding claim* against him. on the part 
of the company. From now on the new company will he known as the 
American-Korean Electric Company. 

A German steamer brought 20,79? bogs of rice from Saigon recent¬ 
ly. The high price of rice in Seoul probably made the transaction a 
profitable one. 

On the 1st inst. the Foreign Office returned to the Japanese Lega¬ 
tion the application for tbe use of fallow lands in Korea. The Korean 
government seems to have taken a very determined sUmd on this ques¬ 
tion 

The Japanese authorities have stated that miscreants who cut the 
telegraph wires between Seoul auri Wonsan must be punished by the 
Koreans to the extreme limit of tbe law, and that if it is not done the 
Japanese wili seize them and inflict capita! pnnishmcr.t. 

Yi To-ja, formerly Foreign Minister but now vice president of the 
Privy Council, has organized a large company for the purpose of devel¬ 
oping mining and agricultural resource* in Korea. Thiaia since the 
Japanese made their demand foi special privileges. There is a good deal 
of money hehind the venture. There are 20O.OOO shares of $50 each 
making a total of $io obo.ocu. Of Inis amount fzno.cMo is already paid 
up. 
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TIi* Japan**.* [.(Ration inctnieted th* Consul to A*al out 

strict justice to the two Japanese who murdered Koreans in Korn-san. 

On the i:tli ir,st. the government ordered the release of all prison¬ 
ers held on the charge of minor oifeTises. This applies to about aco 
men. many of v-liom have already profited by the Order. 

A company of Japanese consisting of 150 men has been organized 
to take advantage of ilie new fishing privileges lately granted by the 
Korean government on the- western coast of the country. 

A large number o: influential men in Seoul have united in sending 
letters to all the prefectures ir. the land urging that country people come 
up to Seoul to aid its impressing the government with the extreme sen* 
ousuess of the proposed granting of Korean land to Japanese. In other 
words they propose a national demonstration which shall impress both 
the Koreans and the Japanese. 

The government has abolished the Northwest Railway Bareran, 
which planned to build a Seoul-Wiju Railway under French supervision. 

Since the ijtb iust. there has existed in Seoul a Society called Lbe 
Pivan-whe or Society for the Promotion of Peace and Safety. It numbers 
many leading men, among whom are Sin Keni-sun, Yi To-ji and Song 
Su-cian. XU Object is to discuss ways and means for the protection of 
Korean interests. Public addresses have been delivered before large 
popular audiences at Chong no. The Japanese police have interfered 
with these gatherings and arrested one of the speakers, Song Sn-aian, 
and took biui to the Japaucac Consulate in opitc of imminent riot This 
society sent to all the government offices and invited the officials to at¬ 
tend the meetings of the society outside ot regular office hoars. In one 
of their meetings a man arose and argued that it would be well to grant 
the Japanese request. Instantly the meeting was in an uproar. They 
wanted to desp&leb the man on the spot but better counsels prevailed 
and lie was sen; under arrast to the. Police Headquarters, where after re¬ 
ceiving a beating and promising to make a handsome donation to the 
society he was Let off. Because of these evils wfcicb threaten the coun¬ 
try Cho Pyung-se and Sim Sun-t'ak have come up from the country. 
The; are very strong men. former high officials who left for the country 
imeause of their loo outspoken criticism of the evils of the administra¬ 
tion. Now they are needed again. 

The Governor of Pyeng-an reports that serious disturbance is 
threatened by the people becauw of the large extent of ground staked 
out tor the railway station there. It is believed to be from two to three 
times as large as is necessary and as the ' Koreans do Dot receive full 
valne for th@ land and houses which are taken it ca>«s«*n great dissatis¬ 
faction. 

Because of the accident od the electric road by which a child was 
killed two conductors were arrested and the Chief of Police said that 
'lO.ooc must be paid as indemnity for the life of the child. As the entne 
blame for the accident rested 011 the child who fell in front of the car 3 
little diplomacy secured the release or the conductors. 

Messrs. Harry and Morris Allen arrived in Cbemnlpo early in July 
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on » 7 iwt to I>r. am 3 . Mrs Alien. We under sLam) iba; tliev Btav until 

• * 

the Srst of August. 

Viscount de Foctenay left Seoul about the middle of July, upon 
the return of M, Collin de Piaucy, the French Minister. 

The Foreign Minister has been bitterly criticized tor his pro-Js<piuv 
•ibe sympathies, in spite of the fact that be rejected the application for 
the cnoccupied land of the country, and he desired to resign hie position 
and tried to do so se»eral times but His Majesty has not been willing to 
dispense with his valuable services. 

Ninety young men of good family have been selected by the 
Educational Department to go to Japan and study. They are between 
the ages of sixteen and twenty-five. 

Three Koreans who had sent iu memorials against the granting of 
the Japanese demands were arrested by the Japanese police and taken 
to the Japanese police headquarters where they were questioned. They 
indignantly denied the right of the Japanese to arrest them or 
call in question their acts in any way. The Japanese therefore 
a«iit tbeoj to the Korean police office where they we'e straightway set 
at liberty. 

The Foreign Ofbcc has protested against the great extent of 
ground appropriated at Pyeug-yang by the Japanese for a railway 
station and the inadequate prices paid the people for tbeir land ami 
houses. 

The British Government has scut a despatch urging the Korean 
Government to fill tie vacancy caused by the retirement of the Korean 
Minister to the Court of St James. 

The prefect of Ku-ryuug, in Kvung-saug province, reports that 
some lawless, artned Koreans ititested the highway aca that cin :.p 
aneie was killed on the road aod says that every etlort will i>e n:.i i 
apprehend the guilty parties and bring them to justice. 

Something very like cholera has broken out in the river u-w«) of 
SS-gnog just below Ifapo- Fears are expressed that it may become 
epidemic in Seoul and Ibe Japanese authorities have urged the govern¬ 
ment to take prompt steps to prevent it. 

In »in«»r lo the Japanese charge* oRainat Yi JCyOng-jit th« pi«r«<l 
of Youg-ch'im that he aided the Russians, the Foreign Office lia» 
declared that the charges ate false aid that if Yi Kyung-jjk is to blame 
the Foreign Office itself is the one to hear the blame ‘ His Majesty 
ordered that the accused party be brought up to Seoul but the people 
of Yoog-ch'fln decline to dispense with his services and will not allot* 
iurii to couic. They jeiicii ais Baggage aud prevented hi* departure 
This is » pretty good recommendation. In too many cases the 
people would be glad to "speed thr. patting guest." 

Twenty.three student'. </ Hie government Law School have been 
graduated alter a course of three years of study. 

The Superintendent of Ky.wg-hcjug reports that for the purpose el 
reconstructing the telegraph line Iron that point to the Tucian River 
tite Russians have demanded that Koreans cut the timber and set up 
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tbc poles, bui rbc prefect Bays that he informed them that he «ro«dd not 
consent to this, nnti: he hart consulted with the Seoul goveramen:, and 
he asks instructions from Seonl. It i& not known what actual com¬ 
mands have teen given. Ostensibly the reijnest has been refused. 

Yi Sun-bita, one of the most active Koreans in opposition to tbc 
proposed concession of fallow lands to the Japanese, was arrested by the 
lt*tlcr huiI lodged iu the Japanese police r.ativu. The Furcigu Office 
demanded hi* release but the Japanese replied that be would be released 
after the Korean government took active steps to put down the opposi¬ 
tion. The Japanese police Wok the mar. to Chong-no and ordered him 
to announce publicly before the crowd tliat compliance with the 
Japanese demand would result in great benefits to the Korean people. 
He indignantly refused aud the people were greatly enraged. He was 
IbeD earned hack to the Japanese police station, but was released later. 

Kwud Chung-s*ik was the Korean appointee by the Emperor to go 
to Manchuria and "watch the progress of the war in the interests of the 
Korean government but as he actively supported the request of the Jap 
iinese for the use of the fallow lands he became an object of grave suspi¬ 
cion to tnc Korean olliclals anti so his appointment was cancelled and 
Kwun Chung-Pyiic was appointed in his place. 

Cho PvOng-p'il has been made Home Mimster ir, the place of Yi 
Yong-fi, iesig->ed. 

His Majesty has graciously remitted the lnuse tax in the northern 
provinces where the people lm«e heen disturbed by the military opera¬ 
tions of the Japanese and Russians. 

Mr. Ilapiwara has again pressed the Government to carry out it& 
promise to mend the road from .Seoul to Wija. 

The Korein press states that the Japanese Government has decided 
not to place n general adviser at Seoul. 

The prefect of Kyotig-heung informed the central Government at 
the end of June that the Russian* liad bridged the Taman and were 
compelling tbe people to mend the road between the river and Ky<*ng- 
heung. 

The Governor of North Ilam-gyung, who, by the way, is a nephew 
of Yi Yong-ik, informed the Government about the end of June that 
the Russians tad seized large amounts of provisions and cattle in his- 
territory, that twenty Russians seized the telegraph othce at Kydng- 
sung and curried away 400 coils of telegraph wire and 500 insulators and 
compelled the Koreans to carry' them away for them. 

The Russians broke up a common school in Kyifeig-sQng and seutthe 
students home. This is a characteristic Russian move. They apparent¬ 
ly hate schools and education. 

In June the weather became so dry that fears were felt for the 
Crops, and sacrifices were offered at Yotig-san. Puk-ak mid Nam-sen. 

Two men were condemned tr. banishment last *pril but through 
brihery they delayed the execution of the sentence till July ; but an in¬ 
vestigation followed and the guilty police were punished and the two 
men sent to their plat es of haoishment. 
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(“) The assessment, collection ami disbursement of the 
narioual revenue shall he in the hands of the Finance Depart¬ 
ment. 

(S) The expenses of the Roytri Household shall be re¬ 
duced. that the example tuay becoui.- a law to the other de¬ 
partments. 

(',•) An annual budget shall be made out so as to regulate 
the management of the revenue. 

(10) The laws governing local officials shall be speedily 
revised in order that their various functions tuay be differen¬ 
tiated. 

(11) Intelligent young tuen shall be sunt to foreign 

countries to study. 

(ij) A method for the instruction of military officers 
and a mode of enlistment for soldiers shall be determined 
upon. 

(»3) Civil arid crimiual law must be clearly defined and 
strictly adhered to aud imprisonment and fines in excess of 
tile law are prohibited. 

(14) Men shall be employed irrespective of their origin. 
Ability alone shall determine a man s eligibility whether in 
Seoul or in the country. 


CHAPTER XX. 

Tbe ex- Recent ? influence . The queel:*» influence-contimieri re¬ 

forms Kii‘>* adopts m*w title .. cruel punishments abolished 
Arch demwisbed ... Yuri CUi-ho-Korea astonished at Japan¬ 

ese victory over Chinese .. Buddhist mocks allowed in Seoul ... 
Yi Caur.-yong l^.uis^-l ..Independence Day ...gait Yoiig-h.'O 

... again banished American Mining concession-Count 

luouyc retires . cholera . . odcial eb-mg* “.durations.! reform 
... arrival of Viscount M-.ur.v. .Japanese policy . .Miura direct- 
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Jy implicated in murder of queen ... loony? not concerned... .Jap¬ 
anese Government ignorant of Millin'* plot. 

The year 1S95 was big with history. Its events created 
a stnmg and lasting impression upon the whole Korean peo¬ 
ple and it is in the light oi these events that the whole 
subsequent history of the country must be interpreted. The 
year opened in apparent prosperity. The king had taken 
oath to govern according to enlightened principles and bad 
exhorted his officials to adhere strictly to the reform pro¬ 
gram, protesting that if he hiuiself failed to do so it would 
be an offence against Heaven. The Ta-wun-gun had retired 
from poblic life but as his son, the brother of the king, was. 
Minister of the Household and his grandson Yi Cbun-yong 
held a position near the king, there can be no donbt that in 
a private way the Ta-wOa-guu exercised fully as much in¬ 
fluence as he had done while in active office. It is necessary 
to bear in mind that the enmity of the queeu against the 
ex-Regent extended to the sons of the latter and in spite of 
the terms of the king’s oath constant pressure was brought 
to bear upon the king from that direction. Whatever be 
the reason, we find that in January Yi Chun-yong was gent 
to Japan as Korean Minister, an act that was really in favor 
of the anti-Regenl faction since it temporarily removed one 
of the chief actors from the immediate stage. 

The progress of the so-called ruforms went on apace. 
The outside, the integuments, were changed, whatever may 
or may not have happened in tine inner mind. The long 
baggy sleeves which had distinguished the true yang-ban 
were done away and the side-openings of the long coats were 
sewed up. The width o: the hat brims was curtailed and 
other minor changes were effected. A salutary change was 
made by putting power into the bands of the ministers of 
state to carry out the work of their respective offices accord¬ 
ing to law without referring every tiling to the central gov¬ 
ernment, excepting in very important cases where it adected 
other departments The ioirtteinjri.il customs regarding the 
salutations of inferiors to superiorly a ad vice versa were 
largely done away and more democratic rules formulated. 
The Home Minister undertook to c.nreel ninny abuses iu the 
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country, to ferret ont cases where cultivated laud returned 
no revenue, because of the indirection oi the ajans, aud by 
this means the revenue of the government was very largely 
augmented.. 

At the fid vice of the leading members of the Cabinet 
His Majesty adopted the title of 7 a gun-ju Pye ha 
IP^Tl in place of his former title of Chon-ha (J&T)- This 
elevated him to a position somewhat higher than that of 
IVang ( 3 E) but still much lower than the title of emperor 
which he later assumed. All other members of the Royal 
Family were likewise elevated one degree. 

At this time a radical change was made in the manner 
of punishing criminals. The erne! forms of execution and 
of torture which had always prevailed were done away and 
more humane methods instituted. Decapitation was done 
nwiy and strangulation substituted. This worked no relief 
Tor the criminal but the horrible spectacle of public decapita¬ 
tion whs relegated to the past. 

A large number ol men who had been banished or who 
had lied the country because of connection with the troubles 
of 1884 and other years, were pardoned and their relatives 
were again recognized as eligible to office. 

Oil the native New Year which occurred in February the 
king issued an important edict saying that office should be 
given not only to men of noble blood but to others of good 
character and attainments, and he ordered that such men be 
selected and sent up from the country as candidates for 
official position. This was very pleasing to the country 
people and was hailed as a genuine sign of political renova¬ 
tion. At the same time the ancr ut arch outside the West 
Gate was demolished. This arch was the only remaining 
sign of Chinese suzerainty and its demolition broke the last 
visible thread which bound Korea to her great patrou. \Vc 
•say visible advisedly, for there can be oo doubt that the in¬ 
trinsic loyalty of the vast majority of Koreans to China was 
still practically unimpaired. 

On February thirteenth Yun Chi ho returned from 
many years* sojourn in America am! China where he had 
gained a genuine insight into truly enlightened government, 
and hts return to Korea world have heen a most happy 
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angary bod there been enough enlightened sentiment in 
the country to form a basis for genuine as distinguished 
from superficial reform. 

Meanwhile the Japanese were carrying everything before 
them in Manchuria and the end had now come. The Korean 
government therefore sent a special envoy to the Japanese 
headquarters on the field at Hai-cbeng, congratulating them 
tipon their brilliant successes. Soon after this the war ter¬ 
minated with the treaty ol Shitnonoseki by the terms of which 
China ceded to Japan southern Manchuria, and the islands of 
Formosa, abjured all interest iu Korea and paid an enormous 
indemnity. The result astonished the Koreans but so stroug 
was the feeling in favor of Cbiua that very many still clung 
to the idea that China would pay the money and then go to 
work preparing for a much greater struggle with the vic¬ 
torious Japanese. 

Since the year 1456 Buddhist monks had been foibiddea 
to cuter Seoul. This was part of the general policy of this 
dynasty to give Buddhism no political foothold. New the 
Japanese secured from the government a reinstatement of 
the Buddhists in their original position and for the first time 
in four centuries and a half the tueudicaut monk with 
his wooden gong and rosary begged on the streets of 
Seoul. 

Iu April a great misfortune overtook the house of the 
ex-Regent H:s grandson. Yi Chun-yong, nephew to the 
kij;g. was arrested and charged with having connived with 
toHghaks and others to depose the kiug aud assume the reins 
ol power. It was not shewn that Yi Cbitn-yong bad been 3 
main mover in 1 he scheme or that he had even favored the 
idea, hut the very fact that his name had been used in such 
a connection was enough to'^tud him into banish men t on 
the island of Kyo-dong, off Kangvba. Four othtr men con¬ 
nected with thaffair were executed. This was a severe 
blow to the ex-Rcgcnl and did much to bring him to the point 
which made possible the terrible events of the following 
October. 

The sixth of June witnessed a great celebration in Seoul, 

which ha* pone down ir> history ?i* Independence Day. A fete 
was held iu the “Old Palace” which exceeded in brilliancy 
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any similar demon fit rat ion since the opening of Korea tn 
foreign relations 

It was inevitable that, from the momeut of his arrival in 
Korea, Pok Yong-hyo .should be at sword’s poiuts with the 
Ta-wfln-gitn, for tlie returned refugee represented the radical 
wing of the reform party, which the ex-Reg cut had always 
bitterly opposed; ar.d besides the presence of such a strong 
man would necessarily subtract from the influence of the 
aged but autocratic prince. It is probable that the Japanese 
brought Pak Yong-hyo back to Korea under the iupressiou 
that he would prove a willing instrument in their hands, bur 
they soon discovered that he had ideas and opinions of his 
own and that he was working rather for Korea thau for 
Japan. He failed to fall in with some of the plans which 
would help the Japanese but at the expense oi Korea and. in 
fine, be became something of an embarrassment to his former 
benefactors. Meanwhile the king aud queen were both at¬ 
tached to him, and this for several reasons. He wa? a near 
relative of the king aud would have uo cause for desiring a 
change in the status of the reigning house ; in the second 
place he was a determined enemy of the Tfl-wun-gun, and in 
the third place he was sure to work against a too liberal 
policy toward the Japauese. This attitude of iucreasing 
friendliness between bitu and the Royal family was a further 
cause of uneasiness to the Japanese, although Count Inouye 
himself had doue much to win the good will of the queen. 
Finally Pak Youg-byo had wou the lasting gratitude of the 
kirg and queen by exposing the machinations of Yi Chun- 
youg. 

The ex-Regent was determined that Pak Yong-hyo 
should be gotten out of the way. To this end he concocted 
a scheme which, with the probable sanction of the Japanese, 
seemed to promise success. He laid before the king certain 
grave charges of treason against Pak. which, though not 
believed either by the king or the queen, convinced them 
that it would be impossible to shield him from probable de¬ 
struction; for the people still called him a traitor, the ex-Regent 
would spare no pains to set* him put out of the way and it 
was evident that the Japanese would not tube any strong 

measures to protect him. The queen called him up anti 
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advised hitn to make pood hie escape before action could be 
taken on the charge of treason. He complied and forthwith 
escaped again to Japan. He had no: as yet broken with 
the Japanese and they were doubtless glad to help him away. 
It was early in July that he passed off the stage, perhaps for 
ever, :tn«! thus there were lost to Korea the services of one of 
the most genuinely patriotic Koreaus of modern times. If the 
Japanese could have deteriminedly put the ex-Regent in the 
background and allowed Pak Youg-hyo to work out his 
plans on terms of atnity with the Royal family all the evils 
which followed might easily have been averted. It was this 
act. as we believe, of allowing the ex-Regeut to carry out 
his scheme of personal revenge that caused the whole trouble' 
and there never was a time, before or since, when brighter 
hopes for Korea were more ruthlessly sacrificed. 

Bit* progressive measures kept on apace and during July 
the government issued new and important mining, quarantine 
and army regulations and organized a domestic postal system. 
A valuable mining concession in the district of Un-san in the 

north was grants to an American syndicate, a transaction 

that has proved the most profitable, at least to the foreigner, 
of any attempt to open up ihe resources of Korea. 

Near the end of the month Korea suffered the misfor¬ 
tune of seeing Count Inonye retire from the Legation in 
Seoul and return to Japan. Never dii the Japanese have 
such need of n strong aud upiight man in Seoul aud never 
had a Japanese Minister iD Seoul opportunity for greater 
distinction. There are tho9e who believe that he despaired 
of accomplishing anything so long as the two opposing fac¬ 
tions in Seoul were led by personalities so strong and so im¬ 
placable in their mutual hatred as the queen and the ex- 
Regent. It is not unlikely that he felt that until one or 
other of these should be permanently removed from the field 
of action there could lie no real opportunity for the renova¬ 
tion of Korea. This by no means implies that he desired 
such removal to be effected by forcible means but it is not 
unnatural to suppose that he must have given expression to 
the conviction as to the futility of doing anything under 
existing conditions iti the peninsula. There have been some 
who have believed that the Japanese authorities in Tokyo 
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determined upon the removal ol the obstacle in Seoul by am 
means in their power. Subsequent events gave some color 
to this surmise but we cannot and do not believe that the 
Japanese government was a party to the plot which ended in 
the tragedy of the following October but that a fanatical and 
injudicious Japanese Minister lo Korea privately gave his 
sanction to an act which the Japanese government would 
have sternly forbidden had they been consulted. 

The summer of JS95 witnessed the first serious epidemic 
of cholera in Korea since the far more destructive one of 
iSb6. Special plague hospitals were erected in Seoul and in 
spite of their temporary and inadequate nature the foreign 
protestant missionaries of Seoul, who were in charge, accom¬ 
plished very much iii the way of local relief. It is impossible 
to say what the total mortality in Seoul was, to say nothing 
of the country at large, but it is probable that ten or twelve 
thousand people died in the Capital before the subsidence of 
the epidemic. 

The forces which worked to the expulsion of Pok Yong- 
byo also opcx'atcd to curtail the term of bauishmeut of Yi 
Chnn-yung who was recalled from Kyo-dong Island on 
August 6tb ( but even the ex-Regeut could not secure the 
residence of his grandson in Seoul, so he sent the young mao 
to Japan, since which time he has been numbered with the 
political refugees and has never been able to tbiuk of return¬ 
ing to his native land. After the departure of Count 
Inotiye, who had enjoyed the partial confidence of the queen, 
the ex-Regent’s prospects improved to such an extent that 
several of the ministers of state who were well affected toward 
Her Majesty were removed and others substituted; especially 
significant was the removal of the king’s brother Yi .Cbfl- 

mvfin from the Ministry of the Household. As he was the 

* 

sou of the ex-Regent, this would seeci to be a defeat for that 
faction but. iD fact, his removal from that position was a 
necessary step to the carrying out of the dangerous plot 
which was already being formulated in the mind of the 
queen's determined enemy. 

This summer, which witnessed so many curious con¬ 
tradictions. was further distinguished by a determined effort 
in the line of education. The Educational Department pro- 
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jected a Normal school and a beginning was made. One 
hundred and seventeen young men were sent to study in 
Japan and other measures of lesser importance were carried 
out. 

On the first day of September Viscount Minra arrived 
from Japan to assume the duties of Minister. Over a month 
had elapsed since the departure of Count Iootiye, The 
Viscount was an entuhsiastie Buddhist and evidently belonged 
to the old rather than the new Japan. He was, withal, 
a strenuous man and is said to have considered the settlement 
of the Korean difficulties merely a matter of prompt and 
vigorous action. At the time of his arrival the ex-Regent 
was living at his summer-house near the river and from the 
very first he was it) close relations with the new Japanese 
Minister. It was quite evident that the latter had espoused 
the cause of the ex-Regent as against the queen acd that 
instead of trying to close the breach which was constantly 
widening between these two powerful personages he was pre¬ 
paring to make use of this estrangement to further what he 
supposed to be the interests of Japan. Min Yong-whan. the 
most powerful of the queen's iriends, was sent to America 
as Minister; and everything was ready for the coup which 
had undoubtedly been determiued upon. From the mass of 
conflicting evidence, charge and countercharge, it is difficult 
to escape the following conclusion. There were two dif¬ 
ferent policies held by political parties iu Japan as to the best 
way to handle the Korean question; one was what we may 
call the radical policy which advocated strong measures and 
the instant and complete overthrow of all opposition to the 
will of Japan iu the peninsula ; the other, or conservative, 
policy looked to the attainment of the same object by gradual 
and pacific means. It seems that the failure of Count Inouyc 
to accomplish anything definite in the line of a settlement of 
internal dissentions at Seoul resulted in the appointment of 
Viscount Miura as an exponent of the extreme radical 
policy. He was supposed to do prompt work but what that 
work would be perhaps neither he nor his constituency saw 
clearly before his arrival on the seeue. It would be going 
much too far to say that the assassination of the queen was 
once though*, of, and yet it is more than likely that those 
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most conversant with conditions in Seoul isit that by some 
means or other her enormous influence must be permanently 
checked and that affairs must be so managed that she should 
have nothing more to do in the handling of questions of 
state. How this was to be accomplished neither Miura nor 
any of his advisers knew until he came and looked over the 
field. 

Fo r this reason it is easy to see bow the ex-Regent would 
be the first man iu Korea with whom the Japanese Minister 
would wish to cousult, aod it is certain that the Tfi-\vuu-gi:n 
would have but oue word to say as to the soltitiou of the 
difficulty. His experience of twenty years bod convinced 
him that there was only one way to accomplish the object 
which the Minister had in view and vvhiie Viscount Miura 
naturally shrnnk from adoptiag that course it would stem 
he too was at iast convinced that it was the only feasible 
plan. That he actually advised :t in the first instauce wc do 
not believe, but that he fell in with the plan which others 
suggested and which they offered to carry through without 
his personal intervention there ca:i be no doubt whatever. 
Nor can there beany question 2s to where the responsibility 
for the tragedy rests; not with the Japanese Government, 
surely, except iu-so-far as its appointment of such a man to 
the difficult post of Minister to Seoul may reflect upon its 
wisdom. 

It has sometimes bee-, hinted that Count Itiouye upon 
his return to Japan advocated some such policy as that 
which was carried out by Marquis Miura but there is nothing 
to indicate that this is other than a libel, for the whole 
career of that able statesman gives the lie to such suspicion* 
aod bis dispatches to bis government show the very opposite 
spirit Irom that intimated in these slanderous reports. For 
iustance we have the extract from his reports read iu the 
Japanese Parliament in which he says : 

Cm one occasion the queen observed tome. "It was a 
matter of extreme regret tu me that the overtures marie bv 
me toward Japan were rejected. The Tfl-wun*gun, or. ihe 
other hand, who showed his unfriendliness toward Jana.,, 
was assisted by the Japanese Minister to rise iu power." 
In reply to this 1 gave as far as I could an explanation or 
these things to the queen and after allaying her suspicions I 
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further explained that it was tbe true and sincere desire of the 
emperor and government of Japan to place the independence 
of Korea on a firm basis and in the meantime to strengthen 
the Royal House of Kotea. In the event of any member of 
the Royal family, or indeed any Korean, attempting treason 
against the Royal House. I gave the assurance that the Jap¬ 
anese Government would not Tail to protect the Royal 
House even by force of arms. 

This unequivocal promise of protection was made by 
Count l non ye just before his departure for Japao and we do 
not and cannot believe that he expressed auvthing but his 
honest sentiments and those of the government that was 
back of him. It has been urgec that the action of the Japan¬ 
ese Government in acquitting Viscount Miura in the lace of- 
the evidence given proves the complicity of that government 
in the outrage and its previous knowledge that it was to be 
perpetrated, but tbis does tot necessarily follow. That gov¬ 
ernment was doubtless uc willing to stultify itself by ac¬ 
knowledging that its accredited minister to Korea was actually 
guilty of the crime indicated in the charge. Tbis attempt to 
evade the responsibility was of course futile. There was no 
escape from the dilemma in which that government was 
placed bm the deduction that it was partietps crhnrnis in the 
events of October Sth ts unbelievable. It was the work of 
Viscount Miura and of his staff and of them aloue, as is 

shown by the following extract from the Decison of the Jap¬ 
anese Court of Preliminary Inquiry,, which court sat iu 
Hiroshima iu January 1S96. 


CHAPTER XXI. 

Decision of Hiroshima Court on queen’s assa%siii(uioD .. .Miora’s es¬ 
timate of situation_Approached b> Ti-wim-gun.. . .pledges re¬ 
quired of ex-Regent ... Miura'6 instructions-preparation com¬ 

plete. .. .The rendezvous at the TS-wfm-gou's summer place ...a 
final exhortation... .joining the Korean troop? outside the West 
Gate... .The move ou the palace... .theentrance .. .Roys! quurter? 

•airronndefl_The search for the queen ... the assassination.... 

Viscount Miura arrives ou the scene... .an audience .. .other rep¬ 
resentatives arrive and see the king.... Miura disclaims any con¬ 
nection with the plot... .de^rudotion of the- quoau ... .foreign rep¬ 
resentatives refuse to recognize it_.Miura recalled. 
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We append the decision of the Hiroshima Court in lull 
as it gives the fullest and probably the most nearly correct 
account of the events which led up to the’ assassination of 
the queen. It reads as follows:— 

“Okamoto Ryunosuke. Adviser to the Korean Depart* 
incuts of War and the Household, etc. 

“Miura Gore. Vicount, Sho Sammi, First class order, 
Lieutenant General, etc. 

"Stigimura Fnfeasbi, Sho Kokui, First Secretary of Le¬ 
gation. and forty-five others. 

"Having, iu compliance with the request of the Public 
Procurator conducted preliminary examinations in the case 
of murder and sedition brought against the above-mentioned 
Okamoto Ryunosuke and forty .seven others and that of wil¬ 
ful homicide brought against Hirayama Iwawo, we find os 

follows :— 

"The accused. Miura Goto, assumed his official duties as 
His Imperial Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary a: Seoul on Sept, m, 1S95. According to 
his observations, things in Korea were tending in the wrong 
direction. The court was daily growing more aud more ar¬ 
bitrary, and attempting wanton iuterferauce with the conduct 
of state affairs Disorder and confusion were in this way in¬ 
troduced into the system of administration that had just been 
reorganized under the guidance and advice oi the Imperial 
government. The court went so far iu turning its face upon 
Japan that a project was mooted for disbanding the Kunrcn- 
iui troops, drilled by Japanese officers, and for punishing 
their officers. Moreover a report came to the knowledge of 
the said Miura that the court had under contemplation a 
scheme for usurping all political power by degrading some 
and killing others of the Cabinet Ministers suspected of devo¬ 
tion to the cause of progress and independence. 

“Under these circumstances he was greatly perturbed in¬ 
asmuch as he thought that the attitude assumed by the court 
not only snowed remarkable ingratitude toward this country 
which had spent labor aud money for Korea, but was also 
calculated to thwart the work of interna! reform aud jeopar¬ 
dize tbc independence of the kingdom. The polivt pursued 
by the court was consequently considered to be injurious to 
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Kor<*a, as well ns prejudicial in no small degree to the inter¬ 


ests of this country. The accused felt it to be oi urgent im¬ 


portance tc apply an effective remedy to this state of affairs, 
so as on the one hand to secure the iudepeodeuce of the Ko¬ 
rean kiugdom and ou lac other to maintain the prestige o: 
this empire in that country. While thoughts like these agi¬ 
tated his mind, he was secretly approached by the Tfi-wnn- 
guu with a request tor assistance, the Prince being in¬ 
dignant at the untoward turn that events were taking and 
having determined to undertake the reiorm of the court and 
thus discharge his duty- of advising the king. The accused 
then held at the legation a conference with Sugimura Fttka- 
shi and Okamoto Rvunosuke on the $rd of October. The 
decision arrived at tvas that assistance should be rendered to 
the Td-wOn-guiTs entrance into the palace by making use of 
the Japanese drilled Korean soldiers who being hated by the 
court felt themselves in danger, and of the young men who 
deeply lamented the course of events, and also by causing 
the Japanese Hoops stationed in Seoul to offer their support 
to the enterprise. It was further resolved that this op¬ 
portunity shuuld be availed oi ior taking the life of the 
queen, wlio exercised overwhelming influence iu tue court. 
They at the same time thought it necessary to provide against 
the possible danger of the Ta-wftu-gun's interfering with the 
conduct o!' Slate affairs ia future—-au lctcifcraaec that might 
prove ot a more evil character than ‘that which it was now 
sought to overturn. To this end, a document containing 
pledges required of the Ta-wun-gun on four poiuts was 
drawn by Siglniura Fukashi. The document was carried to 
the country residcuce of the Ta-wur.-gmi on the istb of 
the month bv Okamoto Ryunosuke, the latter being on iu- 


cimate terms with His Higbuess. After informing the Ta- 


wun-gun that the turn of events demanded His Highness' in¬ 
tervention once more. Okomoto presented the document to the 
Prince saying that it embodied what Minister Miuraexpected 
from him. The Ta-wuu gun. together with hissonand grandson 
gladly confuted :o the conditions proposed and also wrote a let¬ 
ter guaranteeing his good faith. Miura Coro and othersdeeided 
to carry out the concerted plan by the middle of the month. 
Fearing lest Qkamoto's visit to the Ta-wtic-gnn's residcuce 
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should excite suspicion and lead to the exposure of their 
plan, it was given out that he had proceeded thither simply 
for the purpose of talcing leave of the Prince before depart¬ 
ing for home, and to impart an appearance of probability 
to this report, it was decided that Okamoto should leave 
Seoul for Chemulpo aud he took his departure from the 
capital on the sixth. On the following day An Kyung- 
sn, the Minister of War, visited the Japanese Legation 
by order of the coart. Referring to the projected disbanding 
of the Japanese drilled Korean soldiers, he asked the Japan¬ 
ese Minister's views on the subject. It was now evident 
that the moment had arrived, and that no more delay should 
be made. Miura Goro and Sugimura Fukashi consequently 
determined to carry out the plot on the uight of that very day. 
On the oue hand, a telegram was seat to Okamoto requesting 
him to come back to Seoul at once, and on the other, they 
delivered to Horiguchi Kumaichia paper containing a detailed 
program concerning the entry of the Ta-wuu-guu into the 
palace and caused him totueet Okamoto at Yoog-sao so that they 
might proceed to enter the palace. Miura Gory further issued 
instructions to Umayabara Muhou, commander of the Jap- 
aoese batallion in Seoul, ordering hiui to facilitste the Ta-wun- 
guu’s entry into the palace by directing the disposition of the 
Japanese drilled Korean troops and by calling out the Imperi¬ 
al force for their support. Miura also summoned the accused 
Adacbi Kenszoaud Kunitomo Soigeakira, and requested them 
to collect their friends, meeting Okamoto at Yong-san, and 
act as the Ta-wnn-gun’s body-guard on the occasion of His 
High Dess’ entrance into the palace Miura told them that 
on the success of the enterprise depended the eradioaiiou ot 
the evils that bad done so much mischief to the kingdom for 
the past twenty years, and instigated them to dispatch the 
Queen when they entered the palace. Miura ordered the 
accused Ogiyara Hidejiro to proceed to Youg-san, at the head 
of the police force uuder him. and after consultation with 
Okamoto to take such steps as might be necessary to expedite 
the Ta-wun-gun's entry into the palace. 

“The accused. Sugimura Fukashi, summoned Suzuki 
Shigeuioto mid Asayaraa Kenzo to rhe Legation and acquaint¬ 
ed them with the projected eutu prise, directed the former to 
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send the accused* Suzukf Juuken, lo Ybrg-saxi to act as inter* 
preter and the latter to carry the news to a Korean named Yi 
Chu-whe, who was known to be d warm advocate r»f the Ta- 
wun-gun's return to the palace. Sugimura further drew np 
a manifesto explaining tbe reasons of the Ta-wun-gun’s 
entrance into the prince and charged Ogiwara Hidejiro to 
deliver to Horiguehi Kumaichi. - 

• ’‘The accused Horiguehi Kumaichi at once departed for 
Yong-aan on horae-back. Ogiwara Hidejiro issued orders to 
the policemen that were off duty to put on civilian dress, 
provide themselves with swords and proceed to Yong*san. 
Ogiwara alsu himself went to the same place. 

•‘Thither also, repaired by his order the accused Wata- 
nabe Takajiro. Oda Yoshimitsu, Nariai Kishiro, Kiwaki Snk- 
ttnori and Sakai Masatam. 

“The accused Yokowo Yularo joined the party at Yong- 
san. Asayatna Kenzo saw Yi Chu-whe and informed him of the 
projected enterprise against the palace that night. Having 
ascertained that Yi had then collected a few other Koreans and 
proceeded toward the Ta-wuu-guu's place Asama at ouce left 
for Yoog-san. Suzuki Shigemoto went to Yoog-san in com¬ 
pany with Suzuki Junker. The accused Adacbi Kenzo and 
Knnitomo Sbigeakira, at the instigation of Minra, decided to 
murder the Queen and took steps to collect accomplices. 
Twenty-four others (names here inserted) responded to the 
call, by Miura's order, to act as body-guard to theTa-won-gun 
on the occasion of bis entrance into the palace. Hiiayama 
Iwabiko aud more than ten others were directed by Adacbi 
Kenzo aim others to do away with the Queen and they decided 
to follow the advice. The others who were not admitted into 
the secret but who joined the party from mere curiosity also 
carried weapons. With the exception of Kmiitomo Shigeakira 
Tsnkinori and two others all the accused went to Youg-san in 
company with Adachi Kenzo. 

“The accused Okamoto Rynnosuke on receipt of a tele¬ 
gram sayiug that time was urgent at once left Chemulpo for 
Seoul. Being informed on his way, at about midnight, that 
Hosbigucbi Kennaichi was waitiug for him at Mapo he 
proceeded thither and tact the pereoos assembled there. 
There he received from Miura Goro the draft manifesto al- 
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ready alluded to. and other documents. After he had con¬ 
sulted with two or three others about the method of effecting 
an entrance into the palace the whole party started for the 
Ta-wun-gnn's placewith Okaxnoto as their leader. Ac about 
three o'clock a. m. on the eighth of October they left the 
Prince's place escorting him in his palanquin, with Yi Chn- 
wbe and other Koreans. When od the point of departure, 
Okatuoto assembled the whole party outside the gate of the 
Prince’s residence and declared that on entering the palace 
the “Fox’’ should be dealt with according as exigency might 
require, the obvious purport of this declaration to instigate 
his followers to murder Her Majesty the Queen. As the 
result of this declaration, Sakai Marataro and a few others, 
who had not yet been initiated into the secret, resolved to 
act in accordance with the suggestion. Then slowly proceed¬ 
ing toward Seoul, the party met the Japanese drilled Korean 
troops outside the West Gate where they waited some time 
for the arrival of the Japanese troops. With the Korean 
troops as vanguard the party then proceeded toward the 
palace at a more rapid rate. On the way they were joined 

by Kuuitomo Sbigeakira and four others. The accused 
Husamoto, Yasuuiaru and Onra Shigehiko also joined the 
party having been requested by Uiuagabara Muhon to accom¬ 
pany as interpreters the military officers charged with the 
supervision of the Korean troops. .Abont dawn the whole 
party entered the palace through the Kwang-tvba Gate and al 
once proceeded to enter the inner chambers.” 

At this point the recital of the facts abruptly stops and 
the court goes on to state that in spite of these proven facts 
there is not sufficient evidence to prove that auy of the 
Japanese actually committed the crime which had been con¬ 
templated, amt all the accused are discharged. 

It is very much to the credit of the Japanese authorities 
that thev frankly published these incriminating facts and did 
not attempt to suppress them. Their action discharging the 
accused was a candid statement that in spite of theactual 
^>roof which they adduce it would not be possible to pucish 
the perpetrators of the outrage, for Minra had been sent as 

the accredited Minister of Japan and hit act*, through un¬ 
foreseen bv his superiors could not but partake of an official 
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character, and therefore the onus of the affair mast fall on 
the Jap3uese Government, This is the effect that was pro¬ 
duced in the public mind, and while the Japanese Govern¬ 
ment as such must be acquitted of any intention or desire to 
secure the assassination of the Queen, yet it can scarcely 
escape the charge of criminal carelessness iu accordiug to the* 
Korean Conrt a representative who would so far forget the 
dignity of his position as to plan and encourage the perpetra¬ 
tion of such a revolting crime. 

The description of the scene as given by the Hiroshma 
court stop' abruptly with the entrance into the palace before 
the actual business of the day began. It is necessary for us * 
to take up the narration from that point. The buildings 
occupied by the Ktngand Queen were near the back of the 
palace enclosure almost half a mile from the front gate, so 
lhat the Japanese and Korean force accompanied by the ex- 
Regent had to traverse a long succession of passage-ways 
through a great mass of buildings before reaching the object 
of their search. Some of the palace guard were met on the 
way and easily pushed aside, some of them being killed, among 
whom was Cot. Hong. When the Japanese arrived at the 
buildings occupied by their Majesties a part of them formed 
about it in military order guarding all the approaches, but 
they did not enter the building. A crowd of Japanese civil¬ 
ians commonly believed to be soxhi, and a considerable num¬ 
ber of Korean®, all heavily armed, rushed into the Royal 
quarters. A part of the crowd went into the presence of the King 
brandishing their weapons but without directly attacking his 
person nor that of the Crown Prince who stood beside him. 
Another part of the crowd ranged through the apartments 
of the Queen, seizing palace women and demanding information 
as to the whereabouts of the Queen. -They met Yi Kyung-jik 
the Minister of the Household before the Queen’s apartments 
and at once cut him down, but be managed to crawl into the 
presence of the King, where he was despatched by the Jap¬ 
anese. The Queen was found in one of the rooms which con¬ 
stituted her suite and was ruthlessly cat dowu. It is impos¬ 
sible to state with absolute certainty whether the blow was 
struck by a Korean or by a Japanese but the overwhelming 
probability is that it was done by one of the armed Japanese. 
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The Fusion of Korean Society. 

The casual onlooker can l\>rtn little or no idea of the 
enormous changes that have taken place in recent years 
and that are now taking place, in the mutual relations 
that exist between the different classes of Korean Society. 

w 

It is well known that the barriers between the upper and 
the lower classes have been shaken to their foundations 
if not, in some respects, entirely broken down; but the 
causes which have brought this about and the changes it 
has effected in the running of the social establishment arc 
a sealed book even to many who' have lived in the coun¬ 
try for years. It is believed by many that in spite of all 
that has happened during the past three decades, the 
Korean people are practically where they were previ¬ 
ous to that time and that the leaven of so-called civiliza¬ 
tion has as yet hardly penetrated the cuticle of society. 
We propose to indicate briefly a few of tile evidences 
which go to prove the contrary. 

One of the most powerful factors in this change was 
the abolition of the national examination or kwaga in 
1894 -. The fact that these examinations were an emp¬ 
ty form and that not once in a thousand times did they 
reveal the really superior scholar lias little to do with the 
question. There can be no doubt that they stood be¬ 
tween the upper and the lower classes as a real if only 
imaginary line of demarcation. If it is objected that a 
thing cannot be real and still only imaginary I would 
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cite the ease of the imaginary army which put to flight 
the hosts of Assyria which were besieging the city of 
Samaria ici the clays of Elisha the Prophet. If we judge 
by its effects we must conclude that that army was ver3* 
real. In some such way the kwa?# was a real line of de¬ 
marcation, for no one thought of questioning it. When 
no one but a student of Chinese would dare to try the 
examinations and no officials were appointed outside of 
the successful canditates it is easy to see that the study 
of Chinese, at least, was necessary to make a man eligi¬ 
ble to official life, wheth.-r he passed the examination 
fairly or by indirection. There were even in those days 
isolated cases where a m ■ n of Sow extraction and of no 
education managed to creep into office, hut he was such 
/in exception that he proved the general rule that the 
high and low were rigidly separated. 

When therefore the kwaga was discontinued and of¬ 
ficial position became dependent simply upon nomina¬ 
tion by someone already in power the influence of money 
began to show itself in the personnel of the government, 
and today we see a very heterogeneous admixture of 
high and low in official station. It would be possible to 
name several men who have risen to the highest power 
next to the King, in recent years, who have been either 
of low extraction or at best the sons of concubines. To¬ 
day blue blood is not reckoned a requisite for elegibility 
to office. 

Hut not only has it liecome possible for the low class 
man to work upward but even more significant is the 
ability which the high class man has acquired o? work¬ 
ing dtrwnu'ard. Twenty years ago it was unheard of for 
a Ytzngban to engage in trade but today one of the most 
hopeful signs in Korea is the fact that a large number of 
high clfiss men have conic to the conclusion that There 
are other ways of acquiring wealth than through 
official connections. 

Foreign commerce, strange to say', has had little or 
nothing to do with this. One would have supposed that 
the dignity lent to business by its foreign connections 
would attract the capital of th tyangban, but such, is not 
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the case. He would simply become notorious through 
such connection ami the news of his infamy would spread 
far and wide. His commercial proclivities found an 
outlet in a verv different direction. At first this was 
don.- largely through servants and other agents but 
gradually the commercial instinct beeaiuc aroused, false 
pride was laid aside and the yang ban with his pack pony 
of goods would go to lIsl* country lair in person and dis¬ 
pose of his goods at a profit. The decrees abolishing 
distinction in clothes between the upper and lower class¬ 
es helped very greatly to this end for, unless he wished, 
The merchant was not obliged to disclose the fact of his 
gentle birth. The pawn-shop business is one that many 
gentlemen have taken up, though it is the very last we 
should have expected them to favor. Perhaps the fact 
that it requires little physical exertion recommended it 
to the ease-loYing_i-'djr > ?Oft#j. 

Perhaps the commonest form of trade affected by the 
blue-blood is that which is called ton changsa or “money 
merchant," bv which is meant not a monev broker but a 

w • 

man who lends shall sums to a large number of shoj> 
kcejicrs, receiving a daily payment therefor. The usual 
method is as follows: lie lends, say, a hundred dollars 
to a merchant on the understanding that the merchant 
shall bring him a dollar and twenty-cents a day for one 
hundred days. He thereby not only makes twenty per 
cent on his money in about three months but is daily 
receiving back the capital, to lend it to other people. 
The result is that allowing for losses he still doubles his 
money in a year. Any thing less than this would hardly 
pay him for the trouble! 

So gentleman would think of running one of the 
small merchant stalls or shops which line the streets. 
Between the forms of commerce mentioned above anil 
the ordinary' stall keeper is the same difference that there 
is between wholesale and retail trade in England, where 
to sell anything over the counter is quite beneath the 
dignity of even the upper middle class. 

The abolition of the guild system is another thing 
that has given a great impulse ro private mtirprise. A 
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few years ago no one could sell silk or cotton or shoes or 
hats or in fact any of the staples of commerce except 
wine, tobacco and a few other things, in Seoul, except he 
joined the guild. This no yangban could do, of course, but 
when the guilds were disfranchised and competition be¬ 
came possible thousands of gentlemen invested money in 
these enterprises. The broadening effect of such a change 
can hardly be exaggerated. Some would consider it a 
lowering of the standard but we consider it to have been 
a great blessing. In Western countries gentlemen have 
scores of ways whereby they rub against their fellows 
and gain practical experience. The arts and professions 
afford ample opportunity for all round development; but. 
in Korea the yangban was well nigh useless. He had no 
acquaintance with practical affairs, was helpless in an 
emergency and unless possessed of wealth was a burden 
upon his relatives or lived off the labor of his wife. There 
was no way to cam an honest living. But now all this 
is changed, and even the yangbav is beginning to see, 
though as yet darkly, that it is as little a sacrifice of real 
dignity to earn a living as to sponge on his relatives and 
friends. 

The radical changes that have taken place in the sys¬ 
tem of education has had a more far reaching effect than 
is generally supposed, for after the discontinuance of the 
h-aga and the establishment in Seoul and in the pro¬ 
vinces of schools based upon modem ideals the attention 
of the people has been directed to them as the avenues 
through which distinction can be attained. But these 
schools are open to the middle as well as to the upper 
classes and this helped to demonstrate to the public that 
the old order of hereditary yongbaniiw is passing rapidly 
away. Of course the intermediate stage is one of con¬ 
fusion and friction. Tiic older generation fume and fret 
because the old dignified standards are being laid aside, 
and the younger generation fumes and frets because the 
conservative element still blocks the progress of popular 
education bv ignoring the graduates of the schools in 
the distribution of offices. It is for this reason that the 
recent lapse into conservatism has practically emptied 
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the schools. The pupils sav, and eighty, "Why should 
wc take these liberal courses of study since the govern¬ 
ment not only fails to recognize the graduates but exer¬ 
cises a system of espionage over the schools as if they 
were centers of sedition ? M There can be no question 
that these schools have awakened mariv Koreans to a re- 
cognition of the serious lacks which exist in the intellec¬ 
tual ideals of the people. The study of mathematics and 
its applications, for instance, has shown how little the 
old-time standards are fitted to prepare a man for prac¬ 
tical life; and the study of the sciences, however rudimen¬ 
tary, has revealed the inanity of the Chinese classics. 
This has bred in many minds a certain contempt for tlie 
persons and the opinions of the older statesmen who are 
necessarily old school men. The young men are coming 
more and more to recognize that the future belongs to 
the survivors of an obsolete system. This is why all 
•such popular movements as that attempted by the In¬ 
dependence Club are led by young men backed by still 
younger men, and this in turn has made almost inevit¬ 
able their temporary failure. Rut it must always be re¬ 
membered that it is these young men who are gradually 
taking the places of their conservative elders. Look 
about and note the sons of many of these older men of 
influence. In many cases they have travelled and observ¬ 
ed more or less widely and they afford the greatest, con¬ 
trast to their conservative fathers. There have been a 
few startling cases where foreign travel and modern edu¬ 
cation have failed to emancipate men from the worst 
forms of conservatism but they are notable exceptions to 
the rule. 

Another factor that is working powerfully to trans¬ 
form existing conditions is the improvement in facilities 
for communication between the capital and the pro¬ 
vinces. The postal system in spite of the fact that it 
shows a large annual deficit is one of the most paying 
investments of the government. A necessary preliminary 
to definite and general reform is the welding of the peo¬ 
ple into a more homogeneous whole. Through all the 
past centuries it has been the impression that by leaving 
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the Capital a man shakes off his feet the dust of politics 
•r;;.! J./rns the passive majority, but in these times of more 
perfect intercommunication between town and country 
the people of even the most distant places keep in touch 
with the events and thoughts of the Capital, and that 
sullen antipathy between town and country which is 
bred <>f ignorance is being ameliorated by the influence of 
the daily press through the medium of the post-office. It 
forms an arterial and veinous system, ensuring an intel¬ 
lectual circulation which is in marked contract with the 
previous stagnation. As a result of this there has l>een 
something approaching a v-'llc face in the attitude of the 
country people. Formerly they were the most conserva¬ 
tive and the quickest to deprecate any change, but to-dav 
many nl' them arc waiting eagerly and expectantly for 
radical changes in the central government. They art- 
learning to realize their own importance to the state and 
to push the proposition that the central government has 
duties and obligations to the provinces that cannot be 
shifted or ignored. We say this, such a change has Itcgun. 
It is yet in its infancy and will need years for its complete 
development, but anyone would be rash indeed to predict 
a limit to its ultimate transformation of social condi¬ 
tions. 

Another factor that has worked powerfully in the 
direction of social fusion is the work of Christian Mis¬ 
sions. In a sense Christianity is a disintegrating force 
and leads to temporary social confusion. Under certain 
circumstances, for instance during the regime of the late 
Regent, the work of Christian missionaries causes a 
great social upheaval, but in another and far more fun¬ 
damental sense the Christian propaganda is a welding 
force. This lies in the fact that it forms a fraternity of 
interest between the different sections of the country, 
brings typical representatives of distaut provinces into 
physical as well as intellectual'touch with each other, 
and affords in countless cases a breadth of sympathy 
and a catholicity of interest which transforms an ignor¬ 
ant provincial into a well-informed and sturdy painot. 
One of the significant signs of the times is the fact that in 
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hundreds ot country villages the men who are well- 
informed and who take an appreciative interest in the 
large affairs of the country as distinguished from petty 
local mailers are the men who have come in contact 
with the missionary and have read the books which he 
supplies. The very universality of the claims of Christ¬ 
ianity gives a flavor of cosmopolitanism which tends 
to make men seriously compare their social status 
and their civic liie with that ot other peoples more 
or less favorable situated. It is the common 
impression of those who are hostile or indifferent to 
Christianity that it is a narrowing cult. This is of 
course the mistaken dictum of those who have never 
tried it and are incompetent to judge, but whatever may 
be said of western hinds it must be confessed by every 
fairminded, though unsympathetic, critic that it stings 
to life the lethargic oriental and makes him do things. 
It wakes him up. As to whether the things he does are 
always commendable we do not propose to discuss but 
none will seriously deny that if there arc things to do it 
will take live men to do them. The village of Sorai on 
the coast of Whang-ha Province is a case in point. This 
village is prevailingly Christian. It has a school of a 
grade as far advanced as any is Korea. It has good san¬ 
itation. sidewalks, bridges and other evidences of com¬ 
munal pride. The people there raised a considerable sum 
of money to send to India at the time of the last famine 
there, and in many other ways it has shown evidences 
not only of civilization hut of Christian enlightenment. 
And all the work has been done without the use of 
foreign money. This village is an exceptional case. We 
would riot claim as much for many, if any, other places 
in Korea, but it shows what is easily possible when the 
people wake up. 

Another factor in the fusion of Korean Society is the 
change from barter to sale in the commercial life ol the 
people. From the most ancient times barter formed 
almost the sole method of exchange of commodities. It 
was onlv recently that the government ceased to receive 
rice as revenue.. The country markets are a relie ot (lavs 
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when if a man wanted a bolt of linen he must pay for it 
with a bag of rice or a bale of dried fish. This method 
still prevails to a large extent in the country but the 
great increase in amount of coin and the rapid change in 
the ratio of commodities to exchange medium will rapid¬ 
ly do away with the local markets or fairs and the 
merchant will purchase goods at the point of production 
or manufacture and transport them to distant parts of 
the country. This will cause, and ts causing, an enor¬ 
mous increase in the number of middle men. This neces¬ 
sarily causes a rise in the cost of goods but it relieves 
the country farmer of the necessity of wasting his time 
going to distant fairs every few days, and the extra cost 

will not be felt. It is a salutary division of labor which 

* 

will work iu the direction of better conditions. 

Such are only a few of the factors which are welding 
the Korean people into a homogeneous whole. There is 
much still to be desired and as yet only a beginning has 
been made, but what has already been accomplished 
refutes the argument of those who claim that a foreign 
power should seize Korea because she does not advance. 


The Fallow Lands. 

In the last number of the Review we stated that the 
margin of cultivation had lowered during the last few 
decades; that is, the land now under cultivation is less 
in extent than if. was at the beginning of the present 
reign. This statement has been challenged by certain of 
our friends, and we propose to give a few of the reasons 
why we believe that the statement was correct. It is 
true that neither we nor anyone else has made a per¬ 
sonal inspection of these lands, and all we can go by is 
the statements of Koreans themselves,and even these are 
worthless unless they can supported by reasonable argu¬ 
ments. There are several principal reasons for believing 
that the ground now uuder cultivation in Korea is 
smaller in area than at the beginning of the present 
reign. 
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fl) it is conceded liv all that there has been, during 
thesj years, a constant deterioration in ad ministrative 
ethics in Korea. The open sale of public offices has in¬ 
creased to an alarming extent, the breaking down of 
social barriers has resulted in an influx of inferior 
material into the personnel of the government and this 
has resulted ill a lowering of the standard of official con¬ 
duct. As we show elsewhere, this is but a transition 
stage and time will remedy the evils of it, but we chink 
no one will deny that the ideals of the country prefect 
have been seriously lowered during the past two 
decades. The farmers, who provide the great bulk of the 
revenue, have been ground down more and more by 
illegal exactions, with the result, as everyone knows, 
that tluiy have no ambition to produce more than <t bare 
subsistence. The pressure has been all in the direction 
of a curtailment rather than an enlargement of the range 
of agricultural industry. Now, the people know very 
well that agriculture is the most heavily taxed industry 
in the land, and that taxes have to be paid whether the 
crops arc a success or a failure; and just as fast as the 
people in the country come to realize that there may be 
a way out of their uncomfortable situation just so fast 
will they give up farming for some other pursuit, which 
will relieve them from constant and increasing official 
spoliation. Who does not know that the lot of the 
farmer who is poor and who has no “pull * 1 at the magis¬ 
tracy is the most pitiable and hopeless of any in the 
land ; and if other people know it the farmer himself will 
not be long in finding it out. He is finding it out aud 
there is a constant stream of people leaving the farm for 
some other occupation. But it will naturally be asked 
what these men all do after giving up farming. The 
other occupations will soon be overrun. The answer to 
this lies in two facts, the opening of the country to 
foreign trade and the enormous change in the currency 
of the country. It is needless for us to attempt to show 
that the opening of the ports, the influx of foreign goods 
aud Hie efflux of native good', lias drawn away from 
other pursuits ar. army of laborers who ate required at 
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the ports and in the work of transporting goods to and 
from these centers of industry. This is one of the avenues 
by which the poor farmer or the fanner’s assistant 
escapes the crual exactions of the officials. Then again 
the phenomenal increase in the amount of money in 
circulation has begun to work a revolution in business 
methods. Heretofore the farmer carried his own goods 
10 the local market and bartered it for other things 
which he required. There were very few middle-men, 
comparatively; hut now the farmer in many instances 
finds that it pays better to sell his goods for money, es¬ 
pecially since he no longer pays taxes in grain bat in 
money. For this reaso.j an army of middle-men has* 
sprung up. Where only two men were formerly necessary 
for a bargain three are now necessary. Wc do not say 
that this is universal or even that it is the rule but it is 
true that the increasing need of middle-men has opened 
up an avenue whereby thousands of farmers have left the 
plow for the jiggy and the abacus. This supposition is 
all the more reasonable when we note that these middle¬ 
men have no taxes to pay. They are quite independent. 

( 2 ) A second cause of the shrinkage in the area of 
land under cultivation is the deforestation of the coun¬ 
try and its immediate consequences. As to the general 
fact of such deforestation we think no one has any doubt. 
It has gone on to an alarming extent under our very 
eyes. Population has increased and consequently more 
fuel must be consumed, more houses built, more imple¬ 
ments of all kinds constructed. The character of the 
Korean soil is such that the denudation of the hills 
results in their being scoured each year b\- the rains. To 
such an extent is this carried that it is impossible for 
them to be reforested. No tree can gain a foothold 
strong enough to survive the annual floods. The direct 
and inevitable result of this is that the country prefects 
annually report hundreds of rice fields being covered from 
three inches to a foot deep with gravel, that is washed 
down from the bare hills upon which even grass can find 
but an occasional and insecure foothold. When this 
burden is laid upon the farmer it is nine to one that he 


IHt OHIO Sl/Ufc UNIVfcRSII 


■> nit 


v Google 



THE FALLOW' LANDS. 


347 


gives up the struggle in despair. The cost of clearing out 
such a field is prohibitive in many cases and the possibil¬ 
ity of the recurrence of the calamity is utterly dis¬ 
couraging. And then on top of this, if the magistrate 
secures a remission «>f the taxes on the ruined field, hr 
{the magistrate) is pretty suit to be haled before a fake 
tribunal some years later and forced to par the amount 
which he never collected from the fanner. Is it natural 
to suppose that the magistrate will wittingly take the 
chances of the pecuniary loss and the disgrace of such 
a proceeding ? 

(3) A third reason for believing that agriculture is 
on the wane in Korea is the fact of the wholesale export 
or consumption of cattle. Thousands of these animals 
have been exported to Vladivostok and from there to 
a score of other places in Siberia. Most of them have 
come from the northeast province. In addition to this 
the increase in luxury in Seoul and the provincial cen¬ 
ters. the demands of the foreign populations of the open 
ports, and the supply of steamships, has resulted in a 
steady drain upon the cattle of Korea. It is well know n 
that agriculture here depends as much upon the bullock 
as upon his driver. The culture of rice cannot be car¬ 
ried on without th<- bullock. If the land under cultiva¬ 
tion were increasing or even holding its own we do not 
believe the demands for beef for local consumption and 
for export would be so easily supplied and at such low 
figures. This goes on uninterruptedly except when, every 
few years, the cattle plague carries off from ten to sixty 
per cent of the cattle. It makes no difference whether the 
curtailment of cultivated land throws the cattle on the 
market or whether the sale of cattle throws the land 
out of cultivation. Both are true to some extent pro¬ 
bably, but the fact remains that the large and steady 
and increasing sale of cattle indicates a falling off in the 
agricultural industry. 

14} A fourth reason, and one which may seem far¬ 
fetched, though we believe ir to be genuine, is the increas¬ 
ing demand for grave space. When we remember that 
in Korea the graves arc preserved and cared for with 
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sedulous care by at least half the people for a period of 
four generations or more, and that the space required for 
the grave of even a middle class person is three or four 
times as great as in western countries we will readily see 
that an increase in population will steadily require an in¬ 
crease in grave space. This argument will appeal most, 
strongly to those who know Korea best. It will he no 
refutation of this argument to say that the graves are 
made on land that would not be cultivated in any event, 
lor every one who has travelled at all in Korea knows 
that very many of the graves of middle class people are 
found so near the edges of the fields that they preclude the 
possibility of enlarging the cultivated land, and prove an 
efficient barrier to the advancement of the margin of 
cultivation. 

But if we admit an increase in populaation we shall 
be confronted with the argument that this itself implies 
an increase in cultivated land, for this surplus popula¬ 
tion must be fed. The answer to this objection lies in the 
fact that this increase in population has resulted in a 
distinct lowering of the grade of living of the Korean 
people. Even two decades ago professional mendicancy 
was practically unknown. Korean history asserts that 
year after year-in times of plenty people could travel 
an} r where without expense because rice was so common 
and cheap. It is probable that the lowering of the grade 
of comfort of the common people is quite commensurate 
with the increase in population. But there is another 
consideration. When the government received taxes in 
kind it was accustomed to store up enormous quantities 
of rice in the different fortresses and storehouses and 
keep it thereuntil the following season. Thus a consid¬ 
erable amount of food was annually withdrawn from 
consumption, but oflate years this has not been the case 
and this grain has gone to Iced the surplus population. 
This argument is somewhat weakened by the fact that 
when the new grain was substituted for the old the lat¬ 
ter was distributed among the officials or soldiers and 
was consumed ; but even so the loss by water, vermin and 
other causes was very great, and in many cases, through 
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indirection, the old rice was left in store for six or seven 
years until it was wholly worthless. Such is no longer 
the case. For these and other lesser reasons we believe 
that the increase in population has resulted in no in¬ 
crease of cultivated land, at least during the past forty 
years. 

(5) A fifth cause of the shrinkage of land under cul¬ 
tivation has to do with the Crown lands. Of these there 
are or were two recognized varieties. The first was called 
ruk-f'o or "post-lands” and the second was the tun-t'o or 
“camp-lands.” The former was land set aside for the 
support of the yung-ma or horse relay system which was 
the forerunner of a postal system. It was from the pro¬ 
ceeds of this Land that the system was kept up and the 
importance of the vvKtcm rr.s <lt it quite certain tlial the 
laud would be cultivated in approved style. The “camp 
lands” were set aside lor the support of garrisons, guards 
and police in the country. The exact extent of these lands 
we do not know but there was some in each of the three 

hundred aul fiftv urefeelures. The best laud was not 

•• * 

usually selected for this purpose. A special official was 

detailed to oversee the cultivation ct these lands in each 

district and it was thoroughly done, if only lor the squeeze 

that was to i;.e derived from it. Ten years ago this 

system was abandoned and these lands being no longer 

under the eye of a responsible party were cultivated by 

the men who had formerly done so hut without anv 

• • 

oversight or restrictions. For a time they enjoyed im¬ 
munity from taxation hut after a few years the Imperial 
Household began to send men down to the country to col¬ 
lect money in the interests of the Imperial privy purse. 
The lands? were exempt from the regular government 
taxes but their last stale was worse than their first, for 
three was not even a semblance of order in the method of 
the imposition and collection of the private tax. The 
growing needs of the Household increased the disabilities 
of the farmers ami the taxes were collected in such a cap¬ 
ricious and arbitrary way that many of the men who had 
lo stand the brunt of it gradually moved off the land 
while many others worked in a discouraged and half 
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hearted manner which shrunk the total to a fraction 
of its former amount. Much of this land is subsequently 
taken up by others still more desperately situated but 
all tile time a certain amount of it is lying fallow. 

(■’») The sixth and last cause that we shall mention is 
the result of seditious uprisings in various parts of the 
country'. The country has not yet recovered from the 
(t>ngAak .uprising of ten years ago. The longhak were 
themselves tanners and for the time being they deserted 
their own lands ar.d terrorized those who did not join 
them, and looted and destroyed on a scale which has never 
been explained to the world at large. Hundreds of them 
were killed and thousands of their victims also AH or 
were cut down in large sections of the south. 


What Korea Owes to Japan. 

The statement has been made in various places that 
Korea is under obligations to Japan,but no one seems to 
have thought it worth while to specify the particulars of 
this obligation. It is a private expression of the Japan¬ 
ese that Korea owes them a debt of gratitude and on 
this they base their claims to extra ordinary considera¬ 
tion on the part of the Korean people. As Japan is now 
seeking to secure a payment of this debt in the shape of 
exclusive privileges it may be worth while to examine 
the claim and sec wherein it is true and wherein it is 
imaginary. 

From the time Japan opened up her new national re¬ 
gime in 1 S68 it was her policy to • uphold by word and 
deed Korea’s independence of China. The Japanese he- 
iievetl that China had no more claim to suzerainty over 
Che peninsula than Japan had. This belief had no true 
historical basis, for there never was a time when Korea 
recognized the suzerainty of Japan or paid her tribute. 
The exchange of goods between Korea and Japan 
through Fusan never assumed the character of tribute 
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and the rules which governed that interchange would 
argue Korean suzerainty over Japan as easily as it 
would prove the opposite. Korea never was a vassal of 
Japan in any sense. The reputed conquest of Korea by 
the legendary Empress Jingu is about as historical as 
“The Taking of Lungtumkm.” The ancient histories of 
Korea which are very complete make no mention of such 
an invasion. 

But however that may be, Japan definitely recogniz¬ 
ed the independence of the country and concluded a 
treaty of peace with Korea in 1876 on terms of complete 
equality. In 1884 occurred the serious emeute in which 
the would-be reformers were backed hv the Japanese. 
Whatever may be said against the methods adopted by 
the reformers they were for the time being successful and 
if the Japanese troops had held firm, in spite of their 
small numbers, the revolution would have been accom¬ 
plished and an enormous impetus would have been given 
to the progressive idea. As it was the Japanese weaken¬ 
ed when they found that the king was eager to go over 
to the Chinese and so they gave up the point and retired. 
This may be said to terminate the first period. Several 
other Powers^ following Japan!s example, had already 
siev.ed treaties of equality with Korea and it mav fairly 
be said that it was Japan that brought about this defi¬ 
nite opening of the country', for had not the treaty of 
187G been signed we doubt very much whether the others 
would have been proposed. This Korea may be said to 
owe to Japan in a sense, but it created no obligation 
payable in such coin as the. Japanese are asking now, for 
the opening of Korea benefit led Japan far more than it 
did Korea. Japan secured adequate reward in the open¬ 
ing up of commence with the peninsula, of which she en¬ 
joys to-day the lion's share. She has profited largely by 
the export of food stuffs to Japan and by the enlarged 
market for her industrial products. 

The second period of Japanese influence extends 
from 1884 until 1896. During that time she found 
herself thwarted at many points hv the strong pro- 
Chitiese sentiments cil the Korean Court and people 
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and these sentiments at last resulted in the China-Japan 
war whereby China was thrust out of her position in 
Korea and the land was declared independent and so 
recognized by China. In the months following the war 
Japan attempted to institute reforms. Many excellent 
changes were made which have remained until today 
and are now proving of benefit to the country but 
the virtue of these good reforms was totally eclipsed, in 
the Korean mind, by the mistakes which were made. 
The Japanese complained that the Koreans were un¬ 
responsive and did not want reform. It was the 
business of the Japanese to have carried out such re¬ 
forms, and in such a way, that the Koreans -.voufif have 
responded. The events of 1895 brought the influence of 
Japan in Korea to its lowest ebb, and the flight of the 
kingto the Russian Legation in February 1896 closed the 
second period of Japan’s influence in Korea. During that 
period she had once and for all destroyed the very real 
but very' indefinite suzerainty of China and had practi¬ 
cally- transfered it to Russia. The country was very little 
better off in any essential particular than she had been 
before. But the opportunity had been given her to work 
out her own political salvation. There can be no doubt 
that Korea missed a great opportunity' just after the 
China-Japan war. If she had grasped the opportunity 
and utilized it there would have beeu great hopes for her, 
but she showed herself so insensible to her priviliges that 
she exasperated the Japanese to acts of extreme resent¬ 
ment, injurious alike to herself and to Korea. It can 
scarcely be said that Korea owes Japan anything for the 
events of that second period. She needed not only the 
opportunity to reform but she needed the wisest guid¬ 
ance in the matter. The opportunity' alone without the 
wise guidance can scarcely be called a benefit. 

The third period of Japanese influence extends from 
1896 to the outbreak of the present war. What has 
been done ihiring these years is known to all. Japanese 
trade has increased by leaps and bounds and thousands 
of Japanese have largely profited by this trade. On the 
other hand the predominance of Russian influence nega- 
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tived all proposals for reform. The Independence Club 
movement, which must have been favored by the Japan¬ 
ese. resulted in disastrous failure except in so far as it 
educated the people in the principles of intelligent gov¬ 
ernment. The currency of the country rapidly deterior¬ 
ated. largely through the work of Japanese counterfeiters 
«n Osaka and elsewhere, who thereby inflicted upon 
their own countrymen in Korea a severe blow, for the 
consequent fluctuation of exchange was ruinous to 
trade. The Japanese authorities seem toblarm- Korea 
for this but while it is true that the government thwart¬ 
ed the Japanese as much as possible the real trouble lay 
in those Japanese felons who flooded the country with 
spurious coin. The Japanese authorities made laudable 
and successful attempts to stop this nefarious work but 
great harm was done before the counterfeiters were 
brought to book, and even vet we hear of an occasional 
raid on them. Daring all this time the influence of Rus¬ 
sia was always in the direction of national ruin. It is 
impossible to point to a single measure advocated by 
them which will stand a moment’s scrutiny. Compared 
with them the Japanese were altruism itself, for the meas¬ 
ures that the latter proposed would have been as benefic¬ 
ial to Korea as to themselves. At last matters got so 
bad that Japan could endure the strain no longer and war 
was the result. Just as the king put himself in Chinese 
hands in 1884and remained thereuntil the encroachments 
of China precipitated the war of 3894, so he remained in 
Russian hand? till the situation became intolerable for 
the Japanese and it became once more necessary to take 
Korea out of Russian hands vi a armis. 

Thus has been ushered in the fourth period of Japan¬ 
ese influence in Korea. It must be confessed that every 
one of these deliverances has Ijeen distasteful to the Ko¬ 
rean court. They did not want to come out of their sc- 
elusion in 1876; they did not want to be taken out of 
Chinese hands in 1884 or in 1894: they did not want to 
be taken out of Russian hands in 1904. We speak of the 
court, for it is not known what the people wanted. 
They were divided and every man wanted what would 
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bring' him the most personal advantage irrespective of 
the welfare of the state. 

This latest plucking of the brand from the burning 
presents one entirely new feature. Korea is in Japan’s 
ha.nrls just as she was in 18S4 and in 1-S94 but this time 
there is no one to whom she can appeal or into whose 
artns she can throw herself. Japan has come Slav, if the 
present expectations as to the war are realized. The 
civilized world recognizes Japan's right to put a definite 
veto upon a repetition of that policy ir. Korea which has 
persistently played her into the hands of Japan's enemies. 
And at this point we arrive at the first tiling that Korea 
really owes to Japan, namely straight-forward friend-. 
lines®—not blind partisanship but an open and frank at¬ 
titude of genuine good will. In spite of any mistakes of 
method which Japan may have committed and in spite 
of any seeming crudities of administration, her consistent 
and steadfast championship ol Korea’s independence mer¬ 
its Korea’s friendship. That it does not receive it as yet 
should not astonish the Japanese nor make them cry out 
that Korea is without gratitude. Korea does not know 
what independence means. Gratitude for a gift is always 
proportioned to the appreciation of it and what Japan 
needs is patience to teach Korea the value of the gift 
that has been conferred. We repeat that the one and 
only thing that Korea owes to Japan at the present time 
is an atitude of friendly receptivity, a willingness to lie 
taught. And she owes this to Japan not only because of 
Japan’s long championship of her independence bat be¬ 
cause of the more selfish reason that in it lies her own 
personal safety. Japan has declared the independence of 
Korea now for the third time. If Korea does not accept 
the gift ar.d use it she will never be offered it again. As a 
mere matter of duty to herself, her own autonomy, Ko¬ 
rea owes to Japan an attitude of friendliness. She owes 
Japan nothing else, neither waste lands, nor mines, nor 
fisheries, nor coolies. These are things which Japan will 
eventually enjoy the products of without doubt when the 
proper time comes, but as vet Japan has given Korea no- 
thiug that we can call an equivalent for these concessions. 
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We have heretofore said that Korea owes it to 
the world at large to develop her agricultural resources, 
but this gives Japan uo right to demand that these re¬ 
sources be tamed over to her. We deny the oft made 
statement that Korea has proved that she will not pro¬ 
gress. She has never really been given the chance, for 
though all restrictions to such progress were removed 
she never was given the impulse to reform. It is a thing 
that must l>e developed and brought out. It can only be 
done by the wise and firm guidance of tbe dominant 
power, Japau. This brings us to the other side of the 
question. If Korea owes something to Japan, Japan also 
owes something to Korea. If Korea owes to Japan an 
attitude of friendly receptiveness which will make it pos¬ 
sible to bring out her latent abilities. Japan owes to Ko¬ 
rea a wise and temperate policy which will conciliate the 
people, lay at rest their immemorial prejud ice against Jap¬ 
an and gradually evolve a genuinely enlightened govern¬ 
ment. The ultimate fruits of such a firm but temperate 
and patient policy will be all and more than all that Jap¬ 
an has lately demanded. If Japan wants these things 
within five years she can get them only by a policy of 
military force and in the lace of the intense hostitility of 
the Korean people, and even then she will get but meager 
returns. If on theother hand she will begin at the founda¬ 
tion and build up a genuine and mutual friendship be¬ 
tween herself and Korea, the bsuefits which she will reap 
in the long run will be a hundred Limes as great, and in¬ 
stead of having in the peninsula a .dissatisfied people ever 
on the lookout for an opportunity to betray her to an 
enemy she will have a genuine ally and an enormous field 
of commercial and industrial exploitation. 

One thing that the Japanese must get rid of is the 
contemptuousness with which they look upon the 
Korean, If they make up their minds that there is no 
possibility of good in the Korean every plan for mutual 
benefit which they can devise is doomed from the start. 
Contempt for a nation of ten or twelve million people, 
however weak ar.d ignorant the}' may be. is a sign of 
weakness. The English had a far better right to be con- 
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tcniptuous of the Indian but they were not, and in that 
yen- fact lies the unique ability of the English to colonize. 
On what basis do the Japanese claim that the Korean 
people arc iiiCLipJible of enlightened ^ovmnm nt ? Is it 1k*- 
oausc officials are prone *.<» mutual jealousv ? Time was 
when Japan suffered from the same cause and in still ‘creat¬ 
or inej.sure, yet she grew out of it. Is it because of a lack 
of intellectual ability ? Such lack has vet to be proved. 
The Korean is as good a mathematician as tfee Japanese, 
given the same opportunities; and this exact science forms 
a good gauge of intellectual capacity. 

This contemptuous attitude on the the part of the 
Japanese in Korea lies at the basis of the rough treatment. 
that Koreans receive at their ha mis. The Japanese know 
thar they can ill-treat Koreans with impunity. Do they 
think it is because the Koreans are a craven lot? If so 
they make a great mistake. It is simply because in case 
oi retaliation the Korean has no court lo which to ap¬ 
peal. The number of eases of assault upon entirely inno¬ 
cent Koreans is so great that no consul could begin to 
attend to them all even if he wished, and of late 
there have been several cases of assault upon foreigners, 
quite unprovoked. The contemptuous attitude of the 
Japanese lias extended to others besides Koreans. We 
mention the matter not by wnv of complaint but only 
to show wherein the Japanese need instruction before they 
will lie able lo make a success of their policy in Korea. 

It is much to lx* regretted that a policy has been 
adopted recently which tends to alienate the good willol 
the Korean people. The Japanese have no right to 
demand the fallow lands of Korea; thc-v have no right to 
take Koreans by force and conq^l them to go to Man¬ 
churia as coolies, and Lhe pity of it is all Lhe greater lie- 
cans*: the injury thus inflicted must all be undone Ixdbrc 
Japan can genuinely profit by her influence in Korea. 
She is putting stumbling-blocks in her own way. 

England's colonial system was built up not so much 
bv the sword as by wise conciliation and if Japan wants 
lo emulate* England's example she must do it Ly making 
friends and not. by alienating them, i 
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La Code Pv nal ms la Cok kk by Laurent Crvmazy. 
Anck-n A vocal ;'i la Cour d'Appel de Paris. Premier 
President <lc Cour honoraire, Conseiller legiste a Seoul; 
pp. xx and 1S2; 1904. We have received a copy of this 
work from the author and have read it with extreme in¬ 
terest. The work is published privately in Suoul and 
each copy is issued under the signature of the author. 
The form and get up of the book are deserving of great 
praise and does great credit to the printers, Hodge & 
Co., of the Seoul Press. The work contains (1) A trans¬ 
lation arid an analysis of the six hundred and seventy- 

» — 

two articles of the Korean penal code, (2) A comparison 
of the text of the code with that of the Chinese code and 
the Annamitc code, (3) Notes upon the institutions, us¬ 
ages and customs of Korea, (4) A resume ol the penal re¬ 
forms submitted to the grand Korean Council of State, 
(5) A very complete index. The book is addressed or 
dedicated by the author "A Son Excellence, Monsieur Col¬ 
lin de Piancy. Ministre Plenipotentiaire de hi Kepublique 
Francai.se it) Corce. Horn mage de reconnaissance et 
temoignage do respeetueux devouement/ 1 

In order to indicate the scope of this scholarly piece 
of work it will be necessary to give a short precis of the 
contents. The first portion of the book, which contains 
the Korean penal code, is divided into live sections. The 
first deals with the general rules for the application of 
penal law. under which we find the rules for the method 
of application of the penal code, judicial competence, ar¬ 
rest of suspects, taking of evidence, privileges accorded 
to Arrested individual?, Lite limits of legal delay?., the 
general rules, governing places of burial, titles, the augmen¬ 
tation or diminution of lhe degree of punishment accord¬ 
ing to tile rank of officials inculpated or according to 
degree oJ relationship. The second section deals with 
"regies de droit tTuuincl," namely concerning punish¬ 
able acts and their legal effects, several infractions of the 
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law by om individual, Crimea committed while under 
detention, repetition of a crime, several individuals 
guilty of a single crime, thieves, old men and minors, 
attempted crime, exemption from punishment. The 
third section deals with the execution of sentences, under 
which are explained the different kinds of punishments, 
the instruments of punishment, the execution of grave 
penalties, instruments of corporal punishments inflicted 
for public or private misdemeanors, parents or others 
who fail to denounce or who conceal a criminal, mis¬ 
demeanors of men under detention, punishment applic- 
able to a man who has committed several crimes, punish¬ 
ments for attempted crime, royai clemency, augmentation 
and diminution of punishments, the execution of sen¬ 
tences, the duration of punishment, restitution, commuta¬ 
tion of punishments, tentative liberation under caution. 
The fourth section contains eight chapters dealing with 
rebellion, crimes committed by officials in the perform- 
a nee of their functions, suits and judgments, frauds and 
trickery, the spirit cult and regard for the dead, the 
degradation of autels, access lo the palace, mourning 
and funerals. The fifth section on penal legislation con¬ 
tains six chapters dealing with homicide and assault, 
ad u I ten,', marriage and succession, thieves, roles concern¬ 
ing goods, various infractions of law. 

This gives hut a very inadequate idea of the very in¬ 
teresting nature of the work, for it gives no detail's but it 
is remarkable how much one can learn of Korean society 
from , a perusal of these laws and the punishments iD- 
flicted for their infraction. 

Following this we find a list of proposed reforms in 
this code, presented to the- Council of State. They 
suggest the abolition of beating as a punishment for of¬ 
ficials who have committed errors in the administration 
of the government, and they suggest the substitution of 
other penalties such as a reprimand, a fine, suspension or 
dismissal. The second is a recommendation to do away 
with the incarceration of a complainant and his witness¬ 
es until the lime of trial. The third re!ate8 to the addi¬ 
tion of a law dealing with contempt of court. The 
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fourth seeks to add a law g ranting r, man damagvs for 
unmerited punishment. Another proposes to give a 
judge the right to refuse any commutation of sentence. 
The next recommends that the judge he ordered to quote 
the law in passing judgment on any ease. The next seeks 
to abolish general confiscation of a criminal’s property. 
The last would suppress the (>72nd law of the code, 
which says that a man who does anything that he 
ought not to do shall lx- punished with forty blows. 
The application of this is so broad that “il est de nature 
a rend re .xujterflues toutes It-s autres dispositions 
p£nales,’’ which seems quite evident. 

The book ends with an index so complete that it fills 
forty-five pages out of the 182 . 

This work shows a perfect grasp of the conditions 
which obtain in the legal field in Korea, and the govern¬ 
ment is to be congratulated upon having in its employ a 
man who takes such pains to acquaint himself with the 
actual status of the service to which he is attached. No 
one who reads thin hook will fail to learn many interest- 
ingthingS about Korea that he never heard or dreamed 
of before. There is but one criticism that we would make. 
Jn the “Bibliographic"’ which the author gives, he in¬ 
cludes among others the works of Roekhill, Landis, von 
Mollendorff, Allen and others but make? no mention of 
The Korean RepcsiUn y or The A \>t(0 Rcviae in which have 
appeared numerous articles bearing on sexual customs 
and laws. We venture to snv that a perusal of the four 
volumes of the Korean Repository will afford more informa¬ 
tion about Korea than any other work. mii< 1 while we 
would not claim so much for the Korea Review we venture 
to suggest that il merits at least a humble place in any 
bibliographie of Korea that pretends to give the sources 
of information about the customs of this cuuntrv. 

iMPkONTE DI BeLLEZZA. EkZEKT’M, AcOI'F.REEI.I I'm- 
uki, Tlemsen, by .4. Monaco, Rome. 1901 pp 300. 

We have received from the author a copy of this 
beautifully published work containing extended disserta¬ 
tions on the four subjects enumerated in the title. As 
these essays have no tearing upon Korea we do not feel 
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justified ill using space in the Review to give them a full 
notice, hut. we judge from the title and from the general 
appearance of the bools that it must be well worth 
reading. 


Editorial Comment. 

lie was ;i very sanguine man who telegraphed to one 
of the Tokyo papers that there had hpen a great change 
for the better in the attitude of the Koreans toward the 
Japanese claims and that the Waste Lands scheme would 
again he pressed, implying that it would now be easy of 
accomplishment; bur. as we have already intimated it is 
one thing to obtain the consent of the Korean Government 
anti another <mtl different thing to gain the consent aad 
co-opernr ion oft he Korean people. Mr. N again ori’s aph¬ 
orism “Treat a too! like a fool.” is not a good augury ot’ 
success. It is likely to become as notorious as Vander¬ 
bilt’s exclamation “The Public be—" well, anything but 
felicitated. The truth is there are two wavs nf treating 
afoul. One is to take advantage of his foolishness, the 
other is to help him to get nd of it. Mr, Nagamori 
evidently considers the former method the proper one. 

The foreign press in Japan and a considerable por¬ 
tion of the Japanese press consider this scheme a mistake 
and have said so frankly, but they say ir must be carried 
through at any cost in order to save the prestige of the 
Japanese Government. We believe this to be a very had 
principle of action. It is poor statesmanship to urge 
that a bad measure must be carried through simply to 
wive the face of the party that planned it. In the long 
run such statesmanship will inevitably be discredited. 
We would like to ask the people who urge this argument 
one simple question. Did it injure the prestige of the 
United States to pay back to Japan that Shimonoseki 
indemnity after it was decided that it was unjust ? That 
act was an acknowledgment that the United States had 
done Japan a wrong :n forcing her to pay the money. 
Is there anything more lowering to the dignity of a 
nation in making restitution for a wrong than for an 
individual to do so? We believe not; and while some 
people may have thought the United States Govern¬ 
ment was Quixotic and sentimental in thus letting go ol 
that money it is a very well established fact that that 
one act did’more to give Japan confidence in the integri- 
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tv awl the friendship of the I'n’ted State? t1i;m decades 
of dijjlomatic talk could nave done. It did not lower the 
prestige of the Unit, i: States l>y the fraction ot a hair's 
breadth. and the Japanese would lx; the first to say so. 
Why then should it be beneath the dignity of the Japan¬ 
ese Government *ti withdraw* this claim entirely, now 
that it is generally acknowledged to be a mistake? 
The history of the scheme affords a strong argument 
against it. Mr. Xagomori had tried to carry out a 
similar plan in Siam and had failed. It wa« transferred 
bodily to Korea without, apparently, the smallest con¬ 
sideration of the prejudices of this people. It was looked 
upon as a great industrial problem merely, whereas it is 
even more a sociological problem. One might as well 
say that all that stands in the way of colonization of 
Palestine by the Jews is the difficulty of raising the 
money with which to buy the land, while as everyone 
knows, that is the least of the difficulties. 

The difficulties which have attended the securing of 
KoTi-an coolies to work with the Japanese army in Man¬ 
churia are three-fold. In the first place the ignorance of 
the coolie has been played upon by certain parties and 
the impression has gone forth that the coolies will be put 
in the from rank of the hnttle as food for Russian pow¬ 
der, and after the ammunition has been exhausted the 
Japanese will advance to an easy victory. The govern¬ 
ment has done what it could to counteract such foolish 
rumors and with partial success. The second reason is 
that in spite of the large ->ay offered, the Koreans do not 
consider it very tempting. One dollar and a hall is ol- 
fered, but any coolie can earn a dollar at home, and the 
higher cost of living in the north, the separation from 
their families and especially the necessity of working 
every day. all combine to make the average coolie Hither 
skeptical. In the third place the wn\ that common Ko¬ 
reans are treated by the Japanese about Seoul and its 
suburbs docs not tend to make the prospect 01 working 
under Japanese overseers very appetizing. It is well 
known to the Koreans that money easily earned is casih 
lost and in such work as ihat in the north the* tempt., 
tion to gamble and to waste money in even less com- 
mend able wavs i? vert* great indeed. It car l.ie confident¬ 
ly affirmed that the wives of these coolies will be a mm 
in their opposition to their going, tor not one in ten will 
bring any money home with him. in all probability. 

\Ve cannot forbear a word in regard to the attitude 
of the missionaries towards the ocstion? at issue a- be¬ 
tween Korea and Japan. The missionaries ( Protestant “ 
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have Ix-en besieged with Korean Christians who 
ask for advice ns to what attitude they shall take and 
what thvv shall <lo. Shall they join a society for the 
protection of Korea’s rights? Shall they forcibly resist 
impressment into the ranks of coolies for the north? 
Shall they do this or shall they do that ? So far we 
know the missionaries have handled these questions in a 
very conservative way. They have told the Christian 
Koreans that if they mix in any of these attempts it 
must lx- merely as individuals and not as a church. It is 
the fixed determination of the missionaries to prevent 
the church as such from becoming identified with any 
special political movement. In every case the Christians 
have been advised to refrain from violence but rather to 
submit even to injustice, unless a question of conscience 
is involved. The Christian Church is not in Korea to re¬ 
form the government dr society except through the pro- 
p-.ign.Lion of the principles of Christianity. It is quite 
apart from politics, and vve trust always will be. 


News Calendar. 


The Law Department lias asked the ,->uprcitie Court to deal with the 
Korean miscreant who •Ini' open the grave of one of the king? of the 
la«l dynasty at Soag-do. extract* 1 some pottery and sold it to i Japan¬ 
ese for tom dollars. 

The Home Department has ■ led toed to give the Japanese t,ooo tiuho 
of laud at Chemulpo l<»r a meteorological observatory. 

The prefect of Outng-yun imports that he-his arrested Kim Tiik-po 
a prominent Toug-hak leader who is guilty of seven different offences; 
arson, theft, robbery, sedition. See.. &c , and he asks for instructions. 

Some two months or more, ago a special irrigation bureau was es¬ 
tablished, apparently for the purpose of giving some officials fat positions 
and exploiting the resources of the Country for selfish purposes It is 
believed that it was through this clique that the matter of waste land 
concession •*«$ pushed. This bureau was abesished about the end of 
July. 

The Emperor of Korea sent a message to Japan about the first of 
tiignst asking that Martinis lrc< come to Korea to act as general advisor 
to the Government The reports as to whether he will come or not are 
conflict)tie I; is to t** hoped for Korea's sake as well as Japan's that 
he will Come. 

It is reported that the Emperor is very desirous that YS Yong-ik 
should return from Japan and aid in the administration of the Govern¬ 
ment. Whether the Japanese will comply or no: is as yet a vexed ques¬ 
tion. 

A Japanese Commission composed of twenty-four gendarme? under 

oomniAiin of j« Major art xo)n£ tf* Kfing-win Province on a lour of in* 
fcpeclwn, and tbe Korean Home Office lia* *eJit to the. various prefects 
ordering them toxive every facility tu the Commi. 
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On Juiy ;,o Sir,i Sang-inm the Vice Prime Minister and Vt Ha-yung 
the foreign Minister visited Die Japanese Lvjjathin under insruclions 
trcir.i His Majesty to secure a definite withdrawal of the waste lands de- 
lr.aod. The matte- was tetnporurilv unurged bet the Japanese authori¬ 
ties have Dot withdrawn the claim Definitely. 

Japanese devTe Vj put up a telegraph line between Ch'Cl-yciig. 
i)i Kanif-W'<D Province and Wonsan They ask that tbe Korean Gov- 
•.rtniwTR give the =7'- telegraph poles that will he required. 

Tut Japanese military authorities have sect fit to put up at the 
-treet corners wooden guide posts. There car 1 * no possible harm in 
Unis cot it appears to have been done without Consulting the Korean 
•illihii.'ities, and so the Korean Chief of Police sent to the Foreign Office 
that the Japanese be told to remove the posts. 

Tlir Governor o: 1'veDg-vang reports Uia! the people ol Kasan are 
’•mcr exercised over the seizure of huge tracts of laud in that district by 
•no j 3 p£ne«e ostensibly for railroad purposes. They descrihe the lnnrl 
tlni' Inker as forty U square. As this invoices the loss of the standing 
crops the pe.-ple are desperate and desire relief. 

On the lith icst.. a cave-in occurred in the tuunei which is being 
■i:ive; under Namsac outside the South Gate and one Japanese was 
killed and one Korean was severely injured. 

A in rut the mb insi. the apportionment of the number of coolies to 
i*e drawn iroui each province was made. Kyuag-geui South Ch'ucg- 
.*: n:il’. Norm and South Ehullt North ami South Kyung-sang each give 
. .zoo cordiesaad North Cb'img-chi’iig gives ,Soo. This makes N.oon in 
all It is hardly nccessarv to say that taese iner. are not forthcoming as 

y*rt. The Japanese pouted u coiv-mumetlioa id Seoul giving the terms 
or winch coolies would be engaged. n| Wages to ne one and a half 
Korean dollars a day, (11 five dollars to be given in advance for the 
coolie to leave with bis jaitiily. <j) the place of service to be north of 
Pveng vatlft. ij) food provided from day of contract but wages to begin 
when actual work is begun, fy.; transportation CO be provided free of cost. 
!*' • each coolie to provide bis own ftgj'y. (7) fifty cents * day to be paid 
Vo anyone who enrolls fifty coolies (S’ overseer ul fiity men to receive 
two dollars a d_y. 19) If uny coolie is ill lie is to receive medical care, 

1 ic; no violence will he allowed in the treatment of the coolies, (II) re¬ 
mittances to cooliee’ families to be sect faithfully by the Japanese, (121 
the fowl will be plentiful and of good quality, 113,) the final date of 
enlistment is August 2ctb. (i.j.i limit of enrollment is jo.occ then, (r$.i 
anyone who attempts to interfere with the enrolleneul of coolies to be 
-Merely punished 

Tile b'-pt. ol Trade at Chinnampo reports Ilia: a Korean engaged on 
ine ruvwyy. having conituiued some offence, was shot by the japans'^ 

The Hone Miniate; having ur'iered the various provincial governor^ 
to acquaint the prciects with the terms ■.vidtr which coolies arc to he 
secured in flic Japanese -he Governor of Kvuhg-gec: sen to-he prelects 
giving that id accordance With the order 0: tne central governtrier:l lie 
!;!.s informed the people of the terms -irnier which the COldies 3 re to * r u 
r et that enonco.is reports have been circulated to the cfiieci that the 
•■>ol:cswould be forced to fight the Russians anCihat fm this reason the 
pe.-pie 1 ei use to go. The people umsl know that these reports are false 
arin tbit the coofies will not T>e sent within a thousand it of the actual 
lighting. Tncy must know that the wages are good, thefood evCi-lSsut. 
medical care efficient and postal facilities sufficient. Ilf adds that the 
oiler oi the Javanese is ze lie inns that Korea:)? have an opportunity to 
caru splendid wages and that he trusts that the 6.C00 men required will 
be boon forth coming, 
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The prefect ol Yong -111 reports that while he was collecting the 
eighty men required fr<>ni bis district sonic Japanese gendarme* and the 
local ajr.us went to tbc market place aud seize*] three Koreans and -ini 
mediately all the inti- Were deserted and the people lied. One other 
man was seized. That night live or six thousand people came armed 
with clubs aud demanded ol biui why be wanted to kill them and de¬ 
manded die release of the four vneu. He complied and got the Japanese 
gendarmes out uf the place as best he could, to save their li\es. Aftci 
ibis the excitement subsided. Sol a single coolie was obtained there. 

Earl; in August the Belgian authorities applied to tbc Korean 
Government fora g«.]d mining concession, basing the request upon the 
(act that other nationalities had been given cor cessions. 

The governor oi South Ham-gyiing Province announces that 

twenty-four dinlricts of ihe province will bo uuublu to pay the house 
tax owing to great disturbances due to war, whereby many houses have 
been deserted and the peaceful avocations ot the people nave been 
suspended. 

Memorials continued to pour in charging Kwun Ckung-suk with • 
being a traitor in trying 10 sell Lae country to the Japanese. This was 
because be was understood to be one of the instrursiems used by the 
Japanese m the waste lar.c propaganda. Kwun denies tUa; he is 
culpable and has singled out out of bis detractor* to sue him btlore the 
Supreme Court The mas selected is Yun Si-yftng and this gentleman 
so far from shrinking front the ordeal is eager to engage the doughty 
Kwun before th« bar nf the Supreme Court. The court will shortly sit 
and then we shall see whut we shall see. 

Ndv.' that tbo Klectne CimiykOy is. a Joint American and Korean 
Company a Korean joint manager has bceri appointed in the person of Vi 
Keun-sttiig. formerly vice Minister ot Agr vulture ; and two other over¬ 
seers namely Hong t'-gvan and Nam Cb'-ng gyu. 

Some time ago it was decided to send abroad a number of Korean 
young uren to he educated. Al (list oniy sous of officials were offered 
ihe opportunity he I they notaimously declined, so now it is being 
offered to men of lowei social standing 

On the seventh iusl. the pii.-ou d<*ors were opened and some 
one bundled and twenty men Acre set at liberty. Jt is said that RiOBt 
OJ these were t*ep who had hum imprisoned through private spite or 
party animosity. It is with gicat pleasure that we note the final release 
ot Mr. Yi Seung-aiuu whose loii^ imprisonment of more that} five years 
has been a Constant source of grief to his foreign friends. They have 
Ituowvn all the time that he was* ro more guilty Ot any crime thou 
semes of otkei' who weie long ago released. Many of tbeBe men came 
out of prison mitbont other Clutbes than their prison uniform r>f blue. 
Some wealthy merchants al Chon? no subscribed enough money to buy 
each of i lien, a sn:t nf clothes. V t call attention to this as a striking 
c. ample of the innate kindness of the average Korear. These prisoners 
iia.i no claim on the merchants, and ihe latcer had nothing to gain by 
Kivieg Lb I* money except the consciousness dt having helped stranger* 
who were in desperate teed 

On the ;lh <.f August begun the Japanese demands opoy the Korean 
Goverotnect (or coolie? to go to Manchuria. Tlie prefects of Chang- 
vun, Mnng-wha Sin-chin; and Eui-yni were asked U> furnish 6,«*> 
coolies. Tbc prefects referred the matter to the governor and he iu 
turn seut to Seoul where the authorities Ordered the request to be 
bon or ad. 

The people along the Yaiu complain tbal tne Korean soldiers are 
useless as against ibt Chinese raiders who have lieen active since the 
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passage of the Japanese army. They ask fn:>t *h ev he allowed to 
orgamo; the tiger hinutT'as it border guard. The requei-t been 
granted. 

The southern portion of Ihe Seoul Fusan R ml way his hern opened 
for'.ra.'tic a* far as the town Ch'ung-rto which is ouly about tiiteeo 
miles: from Taiku. * 

The uativo piebS tells tiS that a boat loaded with tB,ox> railroad ties 
tor the Seoul Fnsan R.K. was wrecked off l/lsan oil the :9th o: July. 

A telegram from Wonsan on the 6tb iust. says that on the 2nd 400 
Ttusftian cavalry arrived at Haiti-lieunj* at eight o’clock F. M. Thirteen 
of them seized the telegraph office. It it said that they travelled hy 
night and rested during the day. Tiiey had three field guns and 400 
extra horat* and brought a large, amount ot ammunition and other 
supplies. 

It is said that the fishermen off the northeast coast lost **0.100 
worth of fish at the time of the Russian raid out of Vladivostock and 
the bonliardnient of Wonsan. The loss was caused l>y the hasty Right 
of the fishenneu who gave up everything to secure their personal 
wfctv. 

. Cho Min-heui, tlie Korean Minister to Japan, returned to Korea ou 
furlough on the 25th iusi. 

Tie Governor iff Pi-eng-yunjj reported on the 9th that the ulteuipt 
ol the Japanese military authorities to secure coolies fur Manchuria in 
Chlv.tiampo and Yong-gang would result in a general uprising if 
persisted iu and lie urged that the Japauese be asked to discontinue the 
attempt. 

The Emperor donated yen 15.000 to the Japanese Relief Fund, to 
which Min I*yung-«uk added yen 100 and Cho Chung-yun yen 51*1 

The Chief of Police complained to the Foreign OSice about the 
stationing of Japanese guards at the oil; gates and chimed that it is an 
insult to Korea. He asks that the Fcreigu Office take steps to have 

this discontinued 

On the Klh lost at one o'clock in the afternoon the Japanese and 
Knssu-3 outpo-lv. came in touch with each other between Wonsan aud 
Tuk-wan. A sharp sknnnsh ensued, in which the Japanese drove back 
the Russians but there were ii*» casualties Two horses fell into Japan¬ 
ese hands. The ntxt irorniug at a very early hour the Russians ap¬ 
peared again lit the mouth ot trie Tuk-win River just north of Wonsan, 
perhaps two tnilee distant iimi! the Custom-house, hm the Japanese 
were ready for them there also and' alter a short sharp light the Rus¬ 
sians again retired leaving turae dead in Japanese hands. It is said 
that seven other Russians were wounded hut were carried away hy 
their comrades. 

The special Northwest Railway Bureau has been done awnv or 
rather has been merged in the general Railway Bureau in Seoul. 

e>ome time ago a Koieao Company was formed under the leader¬ 
ship of S11 O-tiuu to build branch railways Ironi Kunsiin and Mokpu to 
the Semil-Fusan line, snei ’I has lately t2ken steps to gel to work, but 
the Japanese Minister sent ti: the Foieigu Office saving that this will 
he an injury to the Seoal-Fusan line that these Korean* cannot raise 
the Qtor.cv to carrv mil the work properly. ati<i that tlie.*e branch roads 
should he included in ike concession for the Seoul-Fusac line. 

Tl;c Miuinlci of L-u n bu> Wfli compelled l?y the ilr.liii<]uri:cien of the 
clerks Ilf his ofrice to in:poac a list of fines and puuisuii rents lo: non- 
atiemiince. 


D qi:i<e 


Google 


O tji'iel Iiu ii 

Tllf nillOTTATr LMVrRf.FY 



TRF. KOREA RFHEW. 


366 


On :1jc 2Ttli uJi. the Fnre:|*n Minister sent hack 10 the Japanese 
Legation al] the papers that liar. passed relative to the Land Scheme, 
hilt tilt Minister sent them hack sayiug thut the incideut had not u* 
yc; lieen closed amt the Foreign Office should keep the papers in hand. 

A scheme was gotten up by a tew seif-inletcsled KorcuU uHiciuls to 
piiun the resources of Korea fur ten million dollars, ostensibly for the 
establishment ur a Korean Rank by the Household Department, Kwnr. 

Chllng-hvilll nienlririali/.eti the throne mviu^ that it was a foulikl: jilau. 
that the Koreans who were trying l*» tmt it through were looking' mere¬ 
ly to the sfjueeTP, taut the; were a pack of thieves and they deserved 
severe punishment. The loan was. to have been fur thirty years at five 
per cent. This protest took (-beet and the ioan was not made. 

Aou;e Japanese fishermen at Yur.g duk. Kynng Jiang Do, seized 
the lish which had been caught hr two Koreans, atid in the cnarrei 
which er>wi:e<! killed rhj two Koreans. The Home Office nsfeed the 
Foreign Office to Communicate with Ihe Japanese Miimtei about it. 

The Gove-oer of Kang-Wun Province reports that » Japanese 
military officer at Wonsan na-% asked lor information as tu the various 
products of tlie province, the places where each is grown, the amount of 
nre raised, the mini her of houses, and other statistics As the matter is 
of national rathfi tbao local import tile Governor re.tr.rs the Japanese 
to thu centra! Government for enlightenment. 

The governor at Ha-jn, also, is usiccd to give the number ol people, 
pigs. chickens. and other commodities of his province and is asked to he 
in read.ness to give the Japanese whatever they asked ;or. It is not 
anticipated that the governor will count the hens ol his province iu 
person. 

Early in August the Japanese authorities asked the Korean gov¬ 
ernment whether u wu< true that Mona Henry was in be made Adviser 
to the Househidd Department. The answer \v» a decided negative. 
A couple of weeks later the gentleman v.arned left Seoul for China. 

On the 13th mst. the Japanese Minister in auciicncc with Hih Maj¬ 
esty urged the following consideration-, ill The ^election of good 
men lor official position. • 21 at»dit:on of useless public offices, (3,1 re- 
orguniauliot: of the moneturv System, 14! payoient oJ salaries m gold 
money. .;y< appointment of a Japanese adviser to the Finance Depart¬ 
ment. and of an American as adviser to the Foreign Department. 

It was reported on the ijlh that 1.200 Russians had arrived at Ma- 
tih'un Pass north of Ham-hcur.g. 

The rumor which circulated in Seoul ju>out Aug. 20th that \'i Yotig- 
k was to he 1 mxsgkt linek to Korea seems to jure been quite false. 

About tUc middle 01 the moutli the Japanese Minister suggest?;! ti¬ 
the Emperor ths.tr. would be a good thing ro recall all Korean Ministers 
;n>ir. foreign countries. No definite reason seems to have been given 
Kn '.Ins rithe.- singula; suggestion. 

Mr Kato. the Adviser 10 the Department til Agriculture, etc., re’ 

• .i-ned from lupin about liie middle of August 

l)r. ihe 16tb iilst. Japanese gendarme* entered the palace grounds 
and made a careful survey o! them. This tnuseC some uneasiness 
uiiU.ng the Koirv.is who surmise that it mean? a Japanese body-guard 
ror Ills Majesty. 

The Governor of FvengyaDg reports that certain Koreans have 
i-otoe buck from Mitnchur.u and report that the Korean cocfies are 
pressed into active service and put into the firing line and thut many 
have been killed. These rejiom have caused consternation among the 
people especially among the relatives Ox ill*** who have gone as euohes 
to the north. The report is of course absurd. 
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The Japanese- military authuriti*' caused iioncvs lo 1-r pt.isti-.ii 011 
the hills airing river above Yongsan saying that iistbe~e were need¬ 
ed f<>j military purjH.'es no one must buy or fell sv.iv land there. One 
of Ihe-e was <et upon Hr. I.*nderwixtd's property at Hauksing but when 
it was learned iba' it was American properl' the Japanese ixuit- 
tenisly expressed regrets and promised t_- remove ihe u>nice from lhat 

point 

Some Jupaiiese'lis'.iermeu have h*?u killing fob iu the Han rivo: 
with explosives. This is a tiling thst w-iiull nil be permitted loir, 
moment in Japan and c l>>]rs-bonln betaken to have U .'topped here. 

On the «nd ic*t. Sim ^ang-huc. Acting Prime Minister ami one 
uf the strongest men that the present regrime can t-oast. made o power¬ 
ful appeal to the Emperor to drive from office four men uaiiie!y Hviki 
Y unz-un. Cho l’yurg-pjl. Yi Pojig-r.a and Yi Keun-tak He pave 
various teutons for the necessity of such action and asserted that if this 
was not done be would throw up his portfolio and retire from public 
life. Jl is said that the Japane-c Minister and leading military men 
have asked him to reconsider this decision and remain lit "iTicr His 
withdrawal irom public li;e under these circumstances would <1mtlt;e-* 
mM very much to the growing sentiment of the people against the 
Japanese. 

The rumor is ufluat that the Korrau government bus been asked by 
the Japanese authorities not to employ any ioreigner without first con¬ 
sulting Lhem 

Mr. Yun Cki-ho has been appointed Acting Minister "f Foreign 
Affairs. 

In pursuance of a new policy of the government in upp.iiutmg men 
to olhee, the Educational Department c-alled up all those who hold di¬ 
plomas showing their graduation from the various schools and made 
a Jinx of their names end then sent to the different government o'fiee.-> 
stating that ii men were needed the Educational Department would 
nominate men from among these graduates. This is the one and only 
wav by which the schools or Korea cec be revived 'l ire know. edge 
that graduation will put them in line for tne civil service will fill tie 
schools as nothing else could do. 

On July 30 the Governor o: South Ilam-gyuog Stated that 300 Rus- 
smn cavalry came fjinn Yi-wun to 5‘uk-ch’lir.g and a Korean Major 
at the latter place reported that 15c Russians went from thereto 
Ham-lining. 

Ou Aug. .'ird ite Chief of Police reported to the Foreign Office 
tlinl he bwl received notice from the police at the West Ck'te that ten 
Japanese v>'..tiers and seven gendarmes passed the gate having in 
charge, three Koreans, bin Hyiing-gyuu. W&o Se »«Jiig mid Yi Kim- 
siik , leaders of the National Protective Asscrciation. The hair of these 
Him had beer, cut and they wete being taken to An-ju to he held in 
durance because of the agitations against the Japan*** rieiuanr.s. 

The Minister of Agriculture, Commerce, etc. has seal to all lliu 
thirteen provinces ordering that no timber must be cut without permis¬ 
sion being obtained Ironi the central Office 

The Governor of Pyeng-yang reported on the jtb ill St. that the 
Javanese tried to gel i.n:*> coolies at Ch >»g-ju but on account of the 
tarnt work not a single man would go 

The Chief o: Police sent to the Foreign Office asking tbut ar effort 
be made to have the Japanese turn over lo Hie Korean authorities the 

perx-ms of Yi 0*5 «lie nmi Kil Yfmg-su wlin had been iend.ny mrml.trj 
ot tbe Pcddlars guild and art held iu duiunce by the Japanese at the 
barrack* iu fjont of ilic ptlacc. 
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Reports came from the north on tbe «uti Inst ibai 135 houses had 
been burned hy the Ri^sians at Ham-hemig. fifty-nine houses (it Ko- 
win and eight house? i.m Mim-Ch un and that. one man was killed in 
Ko wliti and tour at Chang-jin. 

Early in Aogu-t the r.hitf cf [apaucse gendarmes sent to the Hone 
Department asking that 2. 000 c*-olies provided ii-dii tbe four pro 
vinces of Kyiing-gciti. Orung-i.'bmii'. Chul-la and Kyitttg-ssmg 

AliOul the middle of August Major Pereira D S <J. started on a trip 
ro E'.'ik-t:i S^r. on the northern border, no; l-eing quite sure whether he 
would lie stopped !iv Russians sn mute, 

The Kortsus who Lost ?S 1*0 worth of dried ling by tbe Making o: 
the G >yo Mara have sent to Seaui asking the government to collect 
this little sum iron) the Russian Government! 

The Guvernir of Y.irlh Mnm-t’ycr.g rtp.-rfc, tbut muuy of ihe peo¬ 
ple have run away ow.ng I..- the licCe-^sity oi pressing them into the 
service on the roads winch tbe Russians ordered limit from tbe north 
to Sung-jiil. 

lb tbe Seoul tennis tournament the donhle.s have Inrcn finished. 
Messrs Davilsi.n ar -1 Porter hearing Messrs Luucyneie and Halbert iu 
the finals. Thr s«:«Te was 0-,. 11-9. The second set was a severe con- 
tct'l ui> the i*i:»»rc The hih*_jjc> bnvr VCT XO he fiin*bi:<l a* Messrs*. 

Davidson. Porter and Huibert have tied for first place. It is expected 
that these will lie played oil early in September. 

A' an illusti ation of ow siuLemcnl that the deforestation of the 
country is causing a shrinkage in arable land because of the scouring 
the bills we uolt that the prcrcvi 01 Sam-ga 111 Kvungsang hus reported 
tbut a violent ram storm there caused the covering with sand oi fields 
»vlm:ii required mra^iue' of ?ced gram Im wu-ing or about nixtci-u 
t«igs. This is no .'noil trad o: land and it is rendered quite useless 
This sort of thing is going on all over the country e»er> rainy season. 

The number of meu cngii'cT: in repairing the road between Seoul 
an«! U’liu is asfuilows by sections. between Wiju and Sun-cbim 5.572 : 
between Sun-r'icn and Ch itig-ju 1,903 ; between Ch.vng-ju and Kasan 
t>i(i; between Kasuu and Anjc 4.’<>0; between Anju mid Seoul II.50O. 
This makes a tuuil oi ii.ro ll is said it«u wlieu it is fiuishc'l 

tbere will lie a fine amoolb road all the wav to the mvtlieru border. 

Yun Eung yul has resigned the poitfolio of War and Min Yung- 
geui has been appointed in hi'place. 

Kim Ka-jic resigned tbe Ministry of agriculture etc. and Yi To*ii 
lias succeeded him. 

On the a-Jr.d a n*w society wos formed coiled lh«« il-jin or “Straight 
Progressive" Society. It met at Guong-no in the Crtton Guild. Yum 
S i-byling was appointed President with Yn Hak-cbu us second. Out¬ 
siders were not admitted. Tile place was guarded hy Japauese gcu- 
darmes. The Korean police cattle at first and attempted to stop thr 
meet rug Mit the Japanese in teller ed and protected ihe meeting frnui 
disturbance. This caused tbt rejKirt to spread that the society was 
working in the interests of the Japanese 
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The body was wrapped in some sort of blanket, saturated 
w|lh petroleum and burned at the edge of a pine grove 
immediately to the east of the pond which lies ip front of 
the royal quarters. 

The Royal family had been aware for two days of the 
danger which threatened. The guards at the palace had 
been reduced, the arms had been taken away and the move¬ 
ments of Japanese troops were very suspicious. The King 
advised the Queen to go to a place of safety and she said she 
■would do so if the Queen Dowager wonld also go, but the 
loiter re 111 Bed. Chong Pyftng-ho who had been raised to high 
office through the patronage of the Queen but who had 
strnck hands with the Japanese urged with great insisteuce 
that there was no danger to Her Majesty's person aud it was 
the confidence expressed' by this traitor that did the most to 
set at rest the apprehension, of the King and the Queen. 

At about the time when the Queen was being killed the 
Tfi-wfin-gnn came into the presence of the King and took the 
direction of affairs at the court. As might be supposed, both 
theKingand tbeCrawn Prince wereinanythingbfitanenviable 
frame of mind. They had been pushed about and insulted by low 
Japanese and felt that their lives were momentarily iu danger. 
Col Yi Kvuug-jik the Minister of the Household Department 
had taken his stand at the door of the Queen’s apartments 
aud had there been cut down by the Japanese or Koreans 
but succeeded in making his wav, desperately wounded, into 
the presence of the King. He was there stabbed to death by 
the Japanese before the eves of His Majesty. This did not 
tend to reassure the King and the Crown Prince but the com¬ 
ing of the Tfi-wun-gitn tended to quiet them somewhat. Of 
course they had no idea as yet that the Qheeu had been 
despfltched. 

Before dawn bfgrtn to break the King learned that Jap¬ 
anese troops were pouring into the barracks in frout of I lie 
palace, nnd as ■ionic* semblance of order had been restored 
in the immediate presence of His Majesty, a note was sent in 
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ha sic to the Japanese Minister asking what all this meant. 
The messenger found Miiira and Sugimura already up 3 r.d 
dressed and sedan chairs at the door. Miura told the mes¬ 
senger that he had heard that troops had beet) marched to 
the barracks but did no: know why. The Minister and bis 
secretary thereupon proceeded rapidly to the palace. Im¬ 
mediately upon their arrival all the disturbance suddenly 
quieted down and the sot hi dispersed and left the palace 
grounds. The Japanese Minister and secretary immediately 
sought an audience with !Tis Majesty, accompaiised only by 
an interpreter and another Japanese who had led the sotki. 
The TS-wun-g:tn was also ''resent. 

Three documents we e prepared by those present and 
placed before His Majesty lor signature, one of them guaran¬ 
teeing that the Cabinet should thereafter manage the affairs 
of the country, the second appointing Yi Cbfl-myun. the 
King’s brother, as Minister of the Household io place of Yi 
Rvung-jik who had just been killed, aua the third appointing 
a vice-MiuUter of the Household. These documents the 
king perforce signed. WhercUpou all Japanese troops were 
removed from the palace aud only the Japanese-trained 
Korean troops were left as a palace-guard. Later in the day 
Ministers of War and Police were appointed in the persons 
of Cho Heui- 5 'fln and Kwan Yling-jin, both strong partisans 
of the Japanese and doubiless privy to the attack upon the 
palace and the murder of the Queen. In other words the 
King and court was surrounded by nren every one of whom 
were in fymp.ithy with the movement which had been plan¬ 
ned by Viscount Miura. 

Very early in the morning, while it was still scarcely day¬ 
light, Mr. Waebe.r the Russian Charge d'Affaires and Dr. 
Allen the American Charge tTAffaires ad interim came to the 
palace and sought audience with the King but were told that 
the King was unwell and could not see them. They insisted, 
however, and succeeded in seeing His Majesty, who tola them 
that he still had hopes that the Qaeeu had escaped, and be¬ 
sought their friendly offices to prevent further trouble. 
Other foreign repressutalives were received latter in the day. 

It soon became evident that the Japanese authorities 
intended to deny any responsibility for the outrages commit- 
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led. .Miura stated iu his dispatcher to Uis government tin? the 

origin ot the emexi/ was 3 conflict be ween the Japanese-drill¬ 
ed Korean troops, who desired to lay a complaint before Ilis 
Majesty, and the palace guards who tried to prevent their 
cd iranre into the palace, Miura even sought to strengthen 
bis disclaimer by obtaining from the newly appointed Min¬ 
ister of War a definite official statement that the rumors oi 
his (MiuraV/ complicity is the affair were without founda¬ 
tion. The document tha: the Minister of War sent in rculv 

6 m 

proved altogether too much aud defeated its owe purpose, for 
it stated baldly that ’here was not a single Japanese in the 
palace ou the night of the eighth of October, when the Queen 
was murdered. As this Minister was a creature of the Japan¬ 
ese and a? the presence of Japanese iu the palace was clearly 
proved subsequently it is evident that Miura, by this son of 
trickery, only succeeded in further implicating himself. 

On the ninth, the day after the emcule, a full cabinet was 
appointed composed entirely of Japanese sympathisers, but 

with one> ot two t-xceptions they were not privy to the 9 S»«S- 

ination of the Queen, though they were willing to profit by 
that crime m accepting office at the hands of the perpetrators. 
The men appointed were Yi Chfi-myun, Kim Hong-jip, Kim 
Yun-sik. Pak Chong-yang. Situ Saug-buu, Cho Heui-yBn, So 

Kwang-bom and Chong Pvung-ha. 

One would have supposed that the enemies of the Quecu 
would have been satisfied by her death, but not. so. On the 
eleventh, three da vs after her assassination, an edict purport¬ 
ing to have originated with His Majesty and signed bv the 
fuli cabinet appeared in the Court Gazette. Jr. it the Queen 
is charged with having interfered iu public matters, disturb¬ 
ed the government sod put the dynasty in peril. It is stated 
that she has disappeared and that her guilt is excessive; 
therefore she is dejaised from her rank as Queer and reduced 
to the level of the lowest class. 

There can be no doubt that this edict is fraudulent. The 
King never gave his consent to it aud several ofthe members 
of the Cabinet knew nothiug about notably Sim Sang-him 
who had already thrown up his position and rtn away, and 
Pak Chong-yang who denounced the nefarious business and 
resigned. It was put through by a few of the Cabinet wh_ 
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were thoroughly subservient to the Japanese. The Japanese 
Minister in reply to tlie announcement of the Queen's de¬ 
gradation. affected to sympathize with the Korean Government 
but thought it was done for the good of the State. The 
Uuited States Representative refused to recognize the decree 
as coming from His Majesty, and in this he whs seconded by 
all the the other Foreign Representative except one 

Meanwhile the Japanese government began to learn some¬ 
thing of the truth iu regard to the Queen's death and felt 
called u(>on to defend itself from the charge of complicity in 
the outrage through its accredited Minister. Consequently 
it recalled Miura and Sugituura and upon their arrival it> 
Japan they were arrested and charged with complicity in the 
matter. The fact of their arrest and trial was a distinct dis¬ 
claimer or. ;hc pail of rbc Japanese government that it was 
accessory to the crime; and in spile of the utter inadequacy 
of the trial aud its almost ludicrous termination we bold to 
the theory that rlie Japanese government was uot a party to 
ihe crime excepting in so far as the appointment of such a 
man as Miura ca» be called complicity. 

But the vigorous action of Japa- in arresting Miura and 
putting him on trial had a strong iniluence upon the course 
of events in Korea. The Korean public mid all the Foreign 
Representatives were deiuuudiug chat the occurrences of the 
eighth oi October should be investigated and tbe responsibili¬ 
ty lor the murder of the Queen placed where it rightly be¬ 
longed. This itself bore strongly upon the Cabinet, but when 
in addition to this the Japanese government itself seemed to 
be weakening and it appeared that Miura’s acts would prove 
to have been unauthorized things begun to look rather black, 
for the men who were enjoy mg office solely through Minra’s 
in llueuce. and although the fiction was still maintained that the 
Queen was not dead but it: hid mg somewhere, the situation 

became uujie and more ^trained until at last it bccamt: evkl- 

ml even to the Cabinet that something must be done to re¬ 
lieve I he situation. Accordingly od the 26th of November 
the Foreign Representatives auc several other foreigners 
were invited to the palace and it was announced in 
the piesenceof His Majesty that Cho lleui yuo tbe Minister 
oi War aud Kw'm Yung-jin the Chief of Police were dismiss- 
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£d. that Ibe edict degrading the Queen was rescinded ar.d 
that the taels connected with the attack on the palace would 
be investigated by the Department of Justice and all guilty 
persons tried and punished. At the same line the death of 
Her Majesty was formally announced. 

The popular feeling against the Japanese-trained troops 
was so strong that they were dismissed and another guard 
summoned,but as* matter of fad this new guatd was compos¬ 
ed almost entirely of the very men who had formerly compiled 
the Japanese-drilled corps. 

The position of 11 is Majesty during the months succeed 
ing the attack was anything but comfortable. He bad no 
voice in the direction of affairs, and he considered himself 
practically a prisoner in the hands of the Cabinet. He even 

fenrcii f i_»r his life, and f<»r weeks a it n^» fwd extent what was 
brought to him in a locked box from friends outside the 
palate. He had rrqiirsied that two or three foreigners should 
unite to the palmc each night and be at hand iu cast of trou¬ 
ble. feeling that their presence would exert a deterrent in¬ 
fluence upon any who might plol injury to Ins person. 

The half-way measures adopted on Nov 26th by no 
tueans satisfied those who wished to see His Majesty freed 
from practical durance at the hands of men thoroughly ob¬ 
noxious to him. and a scheme was evolved by a number of 
Koreans to effect his releast* by forcible means. The purpose 
of these men was a laudable one but the execution of it was 
ill-tmnagec. On il*e night of the 28th upward* of a thousand 
Koreans demanded entrance imo the palace. They had ar¬ 
ranged with one of tin* members r»f the palace guard, inside, 
to open the gate to them, bn! at the last moment he failed 
them and they found themselves balked. The palace was m 
some confusion, the King had called in to his presence the 
three foreigners who,at his request, were on duty that night, 
hui in spite of thvir assurances that his person would l>e pro¬ 
tected it was only natural that excitement should run high. 
The crowd without were shouting wildly and attempting to 
scale the high wall, and the members of ihe cabinet, before 
the King, did not know at what moment the guard might 
betray them to the assailants, and they knew that once be¬ 
trayed they would be torn to pieces without mercy. They 
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tried Therefore to induce the King to remove to a distant part 
of the palacr where he could hide fora long time before he 
could be found even though the crowd -hould effect an 
entrance. The night was bitterly cold and the King was 
bnt lightly clad, and as the King's person was safe in any 
event, the foreigners who were with him opposed the move 
strongly and at las: were compelled to use physical force to 
prevent the change, which would certainly have endangered 
the King's life. The purpose of the cabinet was thus thwarted 
but as the hours pui^ed it become evident that tbe ui«u 
outside would not he abie to effect an eutranee. The shouts 
gradually died away and at last the crowd dispersed leaving 
tn the hands of the palace guard three or four men who had 
scaled the wall but had not been followed by their confreres. 

Iu view of the altitude of the Tokyo Government the 
Japanese in Seoul were now entirely quescent and the gov¬ 
ernment was standing on ils own base. The cabinet held its 
own by virtue of the palace guard which was composed of the 
soldiers trained bv the Japanese. This cabinet and guard 
held together from necessity, for both knew that should their 
power fail they would be denounced is traitors and under 
the circumstances could expect little help from the Japanese. 
The cabinet had to make a show of investigating tbe attack 
of Oct. 5th and someone must be killed for having murdered 
the queen. At the same time punishment was to be meted out 
to tbe principals in the attempt on the palace on November 
2rfth, 

Three men were arrested and charged with being 
directly implicated in the crime of regicide. Of tbe*;* one 
was certainly innocent and while tbe second was probably 
privv to tbe crime, being a lieutenant of the Japanese-trained 
troops, there was no evidence adduced to prove his actual 
participation in the acl of assassination. He had not been 
reinstated in his position in die new guard and he knew 
altogether too much about the existing cabinet. Their 
choice fell upon him as one of the scapegoats. Tbe third 
was Vi Chu-hoG formerly Vice Minister of War. There was 
uo evidence adduced against him at the trial, though from 
other considerations be sccras to have been implicated in the 
outrage. He was ctioscu as the piiucipal one to bear tbe 
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obloquy of the crime, probably because (i} he whs a Inner 
enemy of the existing cabinet and 1.0 because it was neces¬ 
sary for the sake of appearances to convict and execute some¬ 
one of rank and reputation. As a fact the court d>d not 
know and never discovered who the actual perpetrators were . 
The three men were executed before the end of the year. 

Though only three men were arrested iu connection 
with the assassination of the queen thirty-three men were 
arrested iu connection with the comparatively trivial affair 
of November 2Hth. Their trial proceeded t>imultaueoli-iy 

with that of the other three. Two of them were condemned 
to death, four toexile for life and four to three years imprison- 
ment To show- the kind of evidence ou which these convic¬ 
tions were based we will cite the case of Prince Yi ChA-suti 
who was proved to have gotten bold of some compromising 
documents and to have shown them to the King only, instead 
of to the proper authorities, namely, of course, the cabinet. 
On these grounds he was sentenced to three years imprison¬ 
ment! 

December and January saw matters move to an inevi¬ 
table climax. The cabinet forced upon the people the edict 
ordering the cutting off of the top-knot, the distinctive mark 
of Koreau citizenship. The whole country was in a fermeut 
and the people, almost to a man, were gnashing their teeth 
at the cabinet. The finding of tbc Hiroshima court claimed 
to have freed Miura and his fellows from blame and it was 
rumored that several of them were to return to Korea to take 
office under the government. Chong Pyung-ba. a proved 

traitor, bad been reinstated in t be Cabinet os Minister of Agri¬ 
culture and Cho Heui-vuu as Minister of War. and it was 
reported that Kwiir Yihig-jin who had fled to Japan would 
be made again Chief of Police. It was perfectly evident, 
therefore, that the grip of the Japanese upon the king 
through the Goaler Cabinet was tightening and that there 
was do escape from it except through heroic measures. 
These measures the king was prepared to adopt rather than 
longer endure the humiliating position to which he seemed 
condemned. At that time the principal men io the cabiuet 
were Kim Hong-jip. Chong Pyflng-ha. O Yiia-jung, Yu Kil- 
juu. Of these O Yun-juug secuis to have bees far less cul- 
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pable than the rest. The king had great confidence in him 
and had he not met his fate at the hands of the people he 
would probably have been called back tooEce. 

But now we come to the important step taken by His 
Majesty to free himself from his unpleasant position. He 
determined to find asylum in the Russian Legation. C. 
M’aeber was the Russian Minister, a pronounced friend of the 
dead Queen, and a man of great ability. Just how he was ap¬ 
proached and his consent gained to the king's scheme is 
not generally known but in view of subsequent events and 
the part that Russia intended to play in Korea it is easy to 
see how the Russian Representative would welcome an op¬ 
portunity to do the King such a signal service and one which 
was of such a personal character as to render it certain that 
it would never be forgotten. 

The plan was Corned out successfully ic every detail. 
Women’s chairs were caused to be sent iu and out the palace- 
gates at frequei.t intervals by day and night until the guards 
had become quite accustomed to them. Then on the night 
of the eleventh of February the King and the Crown Prince 
without .escort slipped by the guards in common women's 
chairs and were taken directly to the Russian Legation 
where they were courteously received and given the best 
portion of the Legation building. This act was of course a 
grievous 'apse from the dignity that befits a king but under 
the circumstances there is much to'say by way of excuse.. 
On the whole it must be considered a mistake so far as the 
country at large is concerned, for ic set in motion a new-set 
of factors which probably did more harm than the temporary 
enforced seclusion of the King coll id have done. It acted as a 
potent factor in embittering the Japanese against Russia and 
opened the door for Russian intrigue which finally hastened 
if it did not actually cause the war at present waging. Had 
J:ipan been able to preserve the predominance which she 
held in Korea just after the China-Japan war she might have 
looked with more or less complaisancy upon the Russian 
aggression in Manchuria, but when Korea itself became dis 
puted ground the war was inevitable. 

At seven o'clock ou the uioruing of February i ith the 
King and the Crown Prince entered the Russian Legation. 
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Several hoars elapsed before the Cabinet in the palace be- 
caoas aware of the fact. During that interval active operations 
were going ou at the Russian Legatiou. The organization 
of a new cabinet was hastened by summoning from various 
parts of the city such officials as the King could trust. Pak 
Chdng-yang was made Prime Minister. No time was lost ia 
putting oat a Royal Edict deprecating the necessity of taking 
refuge in a foreign legation, promising to punish the real 
authors of the Queeu’s assassination, rescinding the order for 
cutting the tup-knots. This was posted on the gates of the 
Legatiou and at various points throoghout the city. 


Chapter XXII. 

The King at the Russian Legation .... A Royal edict ... ila&sacre 
or flight of cabinet ministers .. an excited city-Japanese con¬ 

sternation .. .provincial uprisings ...party reorganization ... The 
Independence Club .. .trial of Queen’s murderers ... Apponitment 
°f Or- Brown as adiviser to Finance Department ...The IndtprnU- 
ent . .The Waeber-Komura Convention .... material reforms ... 
reaction., .The ludepeudeuce Arch .... Seoul-Cheiuulpo railway 
concession ... Toe new palace planned.... retrogressive sign* .... 
postal and other administrative reforms. 

When the public awoke to the momentous fact, a thrill 
of excitement and, generally, of approval went through the 
whole population of Seoul. The city hummed with excited 
humanity. The streets swarmed with the crowds beat upon 
watching the course of such stirring events. 

Later io the day the King put forth an edict calling upon 
the soldiers to rally to his support and urging them to bring 
the kiads of the traitors Cbo Heui-yftn, U Pom-sfio, Yi Tn- 
whaeg, Yi Pora-nS, Yi Chiu-ho aad Kon Yong-jin. But later 
still thi6 was toned down to read that these individuals 

should be seized and turued over to the proper authorities :oi 
trial. 

• The reason why tbe names of Kim Houg-jip, Chong 
Pyuiig-Ha and others of the former cabinet were not included 
was because they had already met their fate. As soon as 
became known in the palace that tiie King had fled, these 
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men saw that their lives were forfeited. O Ynn-jung managed 
to escape to the country but was set upon and killed by the 
people, Cbo Heui-Yuu escaped, Yu Kil-jun was spirited away 
to Japan by the Japanese; but Kim Hong-jip aud Chong 
Pyung-ha found no way of escape. Being seized by the 
Korean soldiers, were immediately rushed by the crowd and 
killed. Their bodies were hauled to Chong-no where they 
were stamped upon, kicked, bitten and stoned by a half- 
crazed rabble for hours. A Japanese who happened to be 

passing was set upon by the crowd and killed and several 

foreigners drawn to the spot by curiosity were threatened. 

The King was shock id when he heard of the summary 

% 

execution of the two miuisters, whom he intended to give a 
fair trial. Two days later an edict was promulgated by the 
King deploring the impoverished state of the country aud 
laying the blaine upou himself; and concluded by remitting 
ail arrears of taxes due up to July 1894. The new 
cabinet consisted of tbe following men ?ak Chbng-yang. Yi 
Yun-yong. An Kyung-su, Ko Yong-heci, Yun Chi-bo. Yun 
Vong-gu, Yi Wan-yong and Cho Pyuug-jik. 

To say that the Japanese were nonplussed by this amp 
on tbe part of the King would be to put it very mildly. All 
tbeir efforts to consolidate their power in Korea and to secure 
‘.here some fruit of the victory in the war just finished, bad 
been worse than thrown away. The King had thrown him¬ 
self into the arms of Russia and the whole Korean people 
were worked up to a white heat against Japan, comparable 
oulv with the feelings elicited by the invasion of J592. It 
was a very great pity, for Japan whs in a position to do for 
Kotch infinitely more than Russia would do. The interests 
oi Korea and Japan were identical or at ieast complementary 
ar.d the mistake which Japan made in the latter half of 1895 
was oue whose effects will require decades to efface. 

When the King thus wrenched hiuisclf out of Japanese 
hands tire Japanese papers in Seoul bewailed tbe fact that 
the country was without a ruler, and almost directly advised 
tbe people to put someone else on the throne, and this with¬ 
out censure from the Japanese authorities. And it is well 
known aiuoug Koreans that there was a strong faction among 
the Koreans who were willing to attempt to put Yi Chun- 
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yong, the grandfou of the Tfi-w un-gun on the throne, had 
that ambitious young uiao been possessed of the requisite 
amontJt of assurance, fortunately such was not the case 
and the country was saved from further upheaval. 

Cut the Japanese authorities though thrown into con¬ 
sternation by this radical movement of His Majesty did not 
give up hope of mending matters. The Japanese Minister 
saw the King at the Russian J.egation and urged upon him 
every possible argument for returning to the palace. His 

Majesty, however, being now wholly relieved from anxiety 

as to his personal safety, enjoyec the respite too thorougly to 
cut it short, and so politely refused to change his place of 
•residence. A large number of Japanese in Seoul became 
convinced that Japan had hopelessly compromised herself, 
atid left the country, but the Japanese Government itself by 
no act or word granted that her paramouut influence in the 
peninsula was impaired and with admirable tangfroid took 
up the new line of work imposed upon her by the King's 
peculiar action, meanwhile ptttttug down one more score 
against Russia, to be reckoned with later. 

The country was suffering from the excitement caused 
by the news of the Japanese diplomatic reverses, and the 
people in many districts rose in revolt and declared that they 
would drive all the Japanese out of the country. These 
efforts were however scattered aod sporadic in their nature 
and were successfully quelled by Korean Government troops 
sent down to tbc various disaffected districts for this purpose. 

Now that it was possible the King hastened to order a 
new investigation of the circumstances attending the death 
of the Queen. It was feared that this would result in a very 
sweeping arrest of Koreans and the punishment of many peo¬ 
ple on mere suspicion, but these fears were ill-founded. The 
trials were carried through under the eye of Mr. Greathouse 
the adviser to the Law Department and a man of great legal 
ability. Thirteen men were arrested and tried in open court 
without torture and with every privilege of a fair trial. One 
man Yi Whi-wha was condemned to death, four banished for 
life and five for lesser periods. This dispassionate trial was 
not the least cf the signs which pointed toward a new and 
enlightened era in Koreau political history. 


Uigti ? «Ly G0C>gle 


Of ig nol fra ti 

THE OHIO STATE UT/ERSITf 



KOREAN HISTORY. 


3»o 

Not only in the country but m Seoul as well the prestige 
of Japan had suffered greatly by the eveuts of the winter of 
1895-96. After the Japan-Cbina war the Koreans were 
divided into two distiuct factions, oue bolding strongly with 
the Japanese and the other advocating a more conservative 
policy, but gradually as tbe political situation began to 
crystaHze these two split into four, namely tbe Japanese 
faction, the King's faction, the Queen's faction, and the Tfi- 
wdn-gun’s faction. This is merely another way of saying 
that every strong political possibility will have its own fac¬ 
tion in sitch a land as this, according as each man fancies 
that his champion will get supreme power and reward those 
who have followed in his train. The number of men who 
follow the standard of this or that party because of any al-’ 
truistic or purely patriotic consideration is eo small as to be 

a negligible quantity. When, therefore, it appeared that 
Japan's star was setting in Korea there was a hasty shifting 
of political platforms and soon it appeared that there were 
only two, one of which favored Russian influence and the 
other conservative and very quiet, foT the time being, until 
theextremepru-Rassian enthusiasm should subside somewhat. 
Of course the Tft-wCngun's had disappeared with the wan¬ 
ing fortunes of the Japanese and the Queen's faction had 
gone over to the Russians. It was the conservatives alone 
that held to their former position and desired no foreign inter- 
ferance whatever. But many of those who had favored the Jap 
anese joined the conservative party but uulilce the "moss- 
back" conservatives wanted to do something actively to coun¬ 
teract Russian influence. They therefore worked to bring 
English and American influence into greater prominence. Ii* 
the heart of this movement was born tbVIndependenceClub.” 
It will be remembered that ever since the previous year 
Dr. Philip Jnisohn had been acting as adviser to the Privy 
Council. This council enjoyed considerable power al first 
but gradually fell to a secondary place, but now that new 
conditions? bad sprung up tbe element combatting the Rus¬ 
sian influence took advantage of the presence of Dr. Jatsoim 
and other Koreans who had been educated abroad. The 
Russian* 5 cctncd to look with complaisance upon this move¬ 
ment and in the SprioR of this year wbi to made no 
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effort to prevent the appointment of J. MeLcavy Brown, 
L.L.D.. as Adviser to the Finance Department, with large 
powers; which seemed to bear out the belief that the Russian 
Minister was sincere in his statement that Russia wished the 
King to be quite untrammelled in the administration of his 
government. It is this generous policy of Mr. Waeber that 
is believed to bare caused bis transfer later to another post, 
to b? replaced by A. de Speyer who adopted a very different 
policy. However this may have been, things began to take 
on a very hopeful aspect in Seoul. Needed reforms were 
carried through ; torture was abolished in the Seoul cuiiits, 
a concession was given to an American company to construct 
a railway between Seoul and Chemulpo, M:n Yong-whan 
was appointed special envoy to the coronation of the Czar, work 
w»s begun on the American mining concession granted the 
year before, various schools were founded, and the outlook 
on the whole was very bright indeed. It looked as if a 
solution had been found for the difficulties that afflicted the 
state and that an era of comparatively enlightened govern¬ 
ment was opening. 

For some time there had existed a more ot less secret or¬ 
ganisation among the Koreans, the single article of whose 
political creed Was Independence both from China and Japan, 
or in other words Korea for Koreans. Now that the King had 
heen relieved of Chinese suzerainty by the Japanese and of 
Japanese restraint by himself, this little society under the 
leadership of Dr. Philip Jaisohu blossomed out into tvhat was 
called The Independence Club The name but partially des¬ 
cribed the society, for while it advocated the complete inde¬ 
pendence of Korea it still more insistently advocated a liberal 
government, in the shape of a genuine constitutional monar¬ 
chy in which the royal prerogative should be largely curtailed 
and the element of paternalism eliminated. At first the 
greater stress was laid upon the general principle of Korenn 
Indepenence and to this the King in the jov of his newly 
found freedom heartily agreed. The royal sanction was given 
to the Independence Club and it was launched upon a voyage 
which had no haven, but ended in total shipwreck. This club, 
society was composed of youug men many of whom were doubt¬ 
less aroused for the time being to something like pa: riot it 


Google 


O ni'iil rum 

Tl If OHIO f>TAJT UNlWRSTf 



KOkKAN HISTORY. 


fervor but who had had no practical experience of the rocky 
road of Korean politifcs or of the obstacles which would be en¬ 
countered The cordiality of the King's recognition blinded 
them to the fact that (he real object of their organiza¬ 
tion. namely the definition o! the royal prerogative, was one 
that must eventually arouse first the suspicion and then the 
open hostility of His Majesty and would become the slogan of 
all that armv of self-seekers who saw no chance for self-ag- 
granclisemtnt except in the immemorial spoils system, Thvse 
young men were armed with nothing but a laudahle enthusi¬ 
asm. They could command neither the aid of the Korean 
army nor the advocacy of the older statesmen, all of whom 
were either direct!v hostile to the movement or had learned 
caution through connection with previous abortive attempts to 
stem the tide of official corruption. The purpose of this club, so 
far as it knew its own mind, was a laudable oue in theory bnt 
the amount of persistency, courage, tact and self-restraint 
necessary to carry the plan to a successful issue wes so im- 
metiseU gieatvr than they could possibly guess, that, con¬ 
sidering the youth and inexperience of the personnel of the 
society, the attempt was doomed to failure. They never clear¬ 
ly formulated a constructive plan by which to build upon the 
ruins of that system which they were bent upon destroying. 
Even had they cleared the way to such construction they 
could not have found a statesman in Korea of recognized 
standing and prestige, to act as master-builder, whose previous 
record would have made him acceptable to themselves or a fit 
expoucut of their principles. 

On April 7th the first foreign newspaper was founded 
by Dr. Philip Jaisobn. It was called The Independent and was 
partly in the native character. From the first it exerted a 
powerful influence among the Koreans aud was oue of the main 
factors which led to the formation of the Independence Club. 

Roth Japan and Russia were desirous of coming to an 
understanding as to Korea and on May 14th there was pub¬ 
lished the Waeber-Komnra Agreement which was modified 
and ratified later under the name of the LobanofF-Yamata 
Agreement. According to the terms of this convention both 
Towers guaranteed to respect the independence of Korea and 
Hot to send soldiers into thecotmtryexcept by common conseut. 
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The summer of 1K90 saw great material improvements in 
Seoul. The work of clearing out aud widening the streets 
was vigorously pushed and although much of th? work was 
done superficially «ome permanent improvement was effected, 
and the ‘'sqnatters'^ along the main streets were cleaned 
out, it is hoped for all time. In July the concession for 
building a railway between Seoul aud Wiju was given to a 
French syndicate. From subsequent events it appears that 
there was uo fixed determination on the part nf the French 
to push this greit engineering work to a finish but merely to 
preempt the ground and prevent others from doing it. 
Russian influence doubtless accomplished this, and 
from that time there began to spring up the idea that Korea 
would be divided into two spheres of influence, the Japanese 
predominant in the south and the Russians in the north. 

In spite of the favorable signs that appeared during the 
early months of 1896 and the hopes which were entertained 
that an era of genuine reform had been entered upon, the 
coming of summer began to reveal the hollowness of such 
hopes. The King himself was strongly conservative and 
never looked with favor upon adtuinislrative chauges which 
tended to weaken liis personal hold upon the finances of the 
country and be chafed under the - new order of things. In 
this he was encouraged by many of the leading officials, who 
saw in the establishment of liberal institutions the cud of 
their opportunities for personal power and aggrandisement. 
The old order of thiugs appealed to them too strongly and it 
became evident that the government was rapidly lapsing into 
its former condition of arbitrary and partisan control. Open 
and violeut opposition to such harmless innox'ations as the 
wearing of foreign uniforms by the students of Foreign 
language Schools indicated too plainly the tendency of the 
time and the Russiau authorities did nothing to influence His 
Majesty in the right direction. Judging from subsequent 
events it was not Russia's policy to see an enlightened ad¬ 
ministration in Seoul. The political plans of that Power 
could be better ad'/auced by a return to the siatus ante quo. 
The act of the gox*ernmctit in substituting an Independ¬ 
ence Arch in place of the former «are. outside the West Gate, 
which conimemoraicd Chmcse suzerainty, was looked upon. 
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and rightly, by the bore thoughtful as being merely a super¬ 
ficial demonstration which was based upon no deeper desire 
than that of being free from all control or restraint except 
such as personal inclination should dictate. The current was 
setting toward a concentration of power rather than toward 
a health.nl distribution of it. and thus those who had hailed 
the vision of a new and rejuvenated state were compelled to 
coufess that it was but a mirage. 

Pressure was brought to bear upon the court to remove 
from the Russian Legation, and it was high time that snch a 
move be made. As a matter of urgent necessity it was con¬ 
sidered a not too great sacrifice of dignity to go to the Lega¬ 
tion but to make it a permanent residence was out of the 
question. The King was determined however, uot to go back 
to the palace from which he had fled. It held too many grue¬ 
some memories. It was decided to build the Myung-ye 
Palace in the midst of the Foreign Quarter with Legatious 
on three sides of it. The site selected was the same as that 
which King Sftn-jo used in 1593 when he returned from bis 
flight to the north before the armies of Hideyoshi. He bad 
lived here for some fourteen years while the Chang-dok 
Palace was building. The present King however intended 
it as a permanent residence, and building operations were be¬ 
gun on a large scale, but it was not until February of the fol¬ 
lowing year that His Majesty finally removed from the 
Russian Legation to bis new palace. 

All during the latter half of 1896 the gulf between the 
Independence party and the conservatives kept widening. 
The latter grew more and more confident and the former 
more and more determined. Dr. Jaisohn in bis capacity of 
adviser to the Council of State was blunt and outspoken iu 
his advice to His Majesty and it was apparent that tie latter 
listened with growing impatience to suggestions which, how¬ 
ever excellent in themselves, found no response in his own 
inclinations. The Minister of Education voiced the growing 
sentiment of the retrogressive faction ia a book called •“The 
Warp and Woof of Confucianism'’ in which such extreme 
statements were made that several of the Foreign Represen¬ 
tatives felt obliged to interfere and call him to account. A 
Chief of Police was appointed who was violently anti-reform. 
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Spelling Reform. 

The following is not an attempt to give the views of 
any one person on this very important topic bat to bring 
together all the arguments pro and ron which have, up 
to the present time, been adduced. 

It is generally known that about the middle of the 
fifteenth century King Se-jong appointed a commission 
to reduce Korean speech to phonetic writing. Their 
choice lay between a syllabary like that of Japan and a 
genuine alphabet. They chose the latter eoutsc uud after 
many months of work, during which thirteen journeys 
were made to Manchuria to consult a famous Chinese 
scholar there in exile, an alphabet was completed. A 
careful distinction was made between vowels and con¬ 
sonants. the former being called the ‘‘mother’' of the 

syllable and the latter the “child." 

* 

Before approaching the main subject we must inquire 
to what degree the inventors of this alphabet approxi¬ 
mated to a perfect phonetic standard. Only two of the 
letters originally determined upon have been dropped. 
One of these represented the break in the throat when 
one pronounces a vowel in a slightly emphatic or explo¬ 
sive manner and the oilier was a still more obscure 
sound. It is found that aimost aII the letters in use to¬ 
day have but a single sound each. Each of the vowels 
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has its long and short quantity but that docs not affect 
the quality of the sound except in the case of a single 
vowel. Each of the surds k, p, t and ch are pronounc¬ 
ed as sonants g, b, d and j when euphony demands, 
and so the same letters are used both for surd and son¬ 
ant. There is one weak letter that represents the sounds 
of / and r. and is also pronounced n in some eases. This 
is one serious defect in the phonetic structure of the 
Korean alphabet. The English alphabet will stand no 

com j juris on with tlic Korenn for simplicity and con- 

sistency. There are a few exceptional uses of letters in 

Korean but these are nothing compared with what we 

find in English. And the reasons for these seeming 

lapses are the same in Korea as in English. The present 

sjxrlling of English words represents a pronunciation that 

formerly existed but is now lost. Take the word 

"right.” Today the gh is silent but in older times it 

was sounded. So in Korean, we have two ways of in- 

* 

dicattng the sound of aa s in fatter, but time was when 
these two methods represented two distinct sounds. In 
like manner all the inconsistencies now found are the 
result of phonetic change in the use of the language 
during the lapse of centuries, and do not prove a charge 
of carelessness against the authors of the alphabet. 

The proposition, now formulated, is that we should 
revise tht Korean alphabet and eliminate useless ele¬ 
ments. and it is to the arguments for and against this 
course that we wish to direct the notice of the reader. 

The proposed changes arc as follows: (a) to drop 
one of the two methods of expressing the sound of a as 
in father. There is no difference in sound between the 
two and some think it would be well to simplify spelling 
in- dropping one ol them; (b) to discontinue the use of 
the letter t in those places where it is pronounced ch or 
j, and use the letter which ordinarily represents these 
sounds: (c) to discontinue the use of the double point 
ill vowels preceded by the letters s, t and ch, because 
in these cases the y sound which the double point repre¬ 
sents is never heard after these consonants. 

Every one agrees that in these three particulars at 
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Wnst the wriling of Korean falls beiow a perfect phonetic 
standard, and it is genera Hv felt that it won Id have 
been well if the originators of the alphabet and its use 
could have avoided these inconsistencies and infelicities. 
Hut the question that we have i«< face is whether at the 
present time, it would be well to adopt in all our Christ¬ 
ian and other educational literature this more perfect 
phonetic standard that lias been proposed, or whether 
it would lve well to attempt to compromise and intro¬ 
duce at least a part of the suggestions, or whether in thr 
third place it would he well to leave Korean spelling 
as it is. 

Even the most enthusiastic advocates of these changes 
acknowledge that the burden ofprnoflies with (hern, for 
the law c»l inertia is not confined to physical nature and 
the present status of things must be considered the best 
until someone is ready to show another as good or 
better. 

The first argument advanced is that there exists to¬ 
day m» genuine standard of Korean spelling. The con¬ 
servatives denv this and assert that there exists todav 
nt least the basis of a standard of spelling. As no 
native lexicographer ha sever given us a complete vocab¬ 
ulary of the Korean and as the contempt in which the 
native script is professedly held by Koreans who read 
Chinese makes tItem quite careless as to the spelling of 
words in pure Korean, we van confidently affirm that 
Korean spelling is in a very backward state; yet those 
who claim the existence of a partial standard show the 
Ok-pyun as evidence. This book gives us the spelling of 
all the Chinese characters, and since there is as much 
Chinese in Korean as there is Latin in English they claim 
that so far as it goes the Ok-pyun forms a standard. As 
for native words mere is more doubt. As a rule the 
ordinary verbal and substantive endings are stereotyped 
and can be said to have attained a fixed standard, but 
ihc ordinary nouns and verbs are sjxdled variously. The 
•advocates of the change argue that even though there is 
'something of r. standard there runs through it no law o'' 
spelling. It ail seems very arl»itrary. This is true. If 
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we knew the ancient pronunciation of them? words we 
should doubtless see why they are spelled as they are, 
but as phonetic changes have come in the vernacular 
we can find in the spelling of the words no fixed law. 
The same thing obtains in every language. Centuries 
ago every letter of the word Ih&nrugh was sounded, as 
was every letter oi the words knot?, psahn, etc. As the 
phonetic changes in the vernacular follow no fixed law 
necessarily the sj Killing must be gradually thrown into 
1:011 fusion it it is retained in its original lornt. It gets 
out of alignment, so to speak. The question is whether 
we shall draw the spelling back into alignment with the 
pronunciation or not. It seems to us that it depends 
very much upon the degree to which the present spelU 
mg has fixed itself in the Korean mind. We call a man a 
crank if he tries to tamper extensively with English 
spelling. It is a fixed quantity and people will not allow 
ii lobe violently wrenched out of the old grooves. The 
question to how much Lite same conservatism exists in 
Korea isanswcml variously by various individuals. Some 
sov that no one would care if the change were made. Some 
suv every body would object, othos still say that a few 
scholars would find fault and still others that few if any 
w 011 Id detect the change. The one thing which works 
strongly in favor of the conservative contention is that 

l he whole matter has noi l«en threshed out. There are 

* 

so many matters of fait that are yet in dispute. The two 
sides have not been able to find any common ground 
from which to argue. Some say tbeiT is a standard, 
others that there is r.one. Some believe that the change 
is distasteful to the great majority, others that it is wel¬ 
come. Some sav ever voile would know' the difference 

» «• 

and others that no one would. As to the question of 
standard, which is a leading oik:, who has gone through 
that commonest of all native books and found whether 
the spelling is consistent and whether it follows any fixed 
law ? It is usage which makes a standard, but far too 
little work has been done in hunting up the usage. In¬ 
stead 0/this ive he;».r the wild assertion that no Korean 
wrucs the native alphabet consistently. The question is 
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not whether any single Korean writes immaculate Kor¬ 
ean but whether all reputable writers give a large major- 
ity of common words a common spelling. Some say 
they do and some that they do not. The matter ought 
to be proved one way or the other before we can assert 
that Korea has no standard of spelling. A standard 
does not necessarily mean a codified standard crvstalized 
in a dictionary. It means the concensus of opinion as 
expressed in men's writings. V'c doubt whether any one 
knows whether there is any such concensus among Kor- 
rean writers of the native script. 

It is the desire of the advocates of the reform to give 
the people a system which will make the spelling of 
words absolutely phonetic so that the very sound of the 
word will indicate the spelling mid there will be no 
chance of mistake. The advantages of such a system are 
manifest. Children will be able to learn to read more 
readily and writing will be a very- simple matter. Ac¬ 
cording to the old system the sjjelling of each word had 
to be learned separately as in English, a labor which 
mainfestly has its disadvantages. The opponents of the 
change affirm that there is much more in language than 
mere spelling. They think that the meaning of the word 
should be suggested by the sight of the word itself. One 
gentleman made the argument that while, as a rule, each 
Chinese character goes to one extreme by suggesting 
independently its whole meaning the pure phonetic sys- 
i.erm would go to the other extreme and leave almost 
every thing to the context. As if the English words 
-.I'riU, rite and wrigM were all spelled alike, or the words 
'ight, site and die. If these were spelled alike no one could 
understand them, except through the context. Tin- 
gentleman argued that the uniform selling of all words 
that are pronounced alike would be to impoverish the 
language, and that a golden mean some therebetween an 
extreme phonetic simplicity which leaves everything to 
the context and complete verbal independence which 
leaves nothing to the context should be sought lor. As 
the system no« m use is such a mean, he urguc? that 
tiiere is no call for a change; that the effort required to 
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memorize the s|vS:ing word: - is not loo high a price to 
pay for the added nclif.*?** of ti.e language. It should be 
borne in snitirt that the vac.-u it*s of Korean spelling arc 
nothin" so wild as those of English. The Korean has 
almost no silent letters. In Korean the whole rn;>U» r 
lies in two methods of writing the letters a, t and cb and 
the use of a silent These complications are enough to 
cause difficulty hut they are simplicity ilsc!I compared 
with our own language. O: course it is a question of 
fact whether the simplifying of the spelling would im¬ 
poverish the language, but it was evident in the meeting 
at which the matter was discussed that the advocates of 
the change had not given this question sufficient 
thought. It is just at this in-i■»t that the conservative 
stick, for they say the quest ion ha* not been thought 
out sufficiently for us to come to a definite conclusion 
that will warrant such drastic changes as those which 
are proposed. They* might have suggested many other 
phases of the question that have never been brought up. 
For instance, what of the fact that the phonetics of 
every language arc undergtmi-r constant change and 
that even if we should force Korean spelling into its 
present phonetic form it would ali be awry again in a few 
decades, more or less ? Spelling is a stereotyped thing, 
a dead thing, while language itself is lb ing and growing. 
It is probable that, then arc many phases of thi.i ques¬ 
tion that have not as yet been so much as thought of, 
much less digested. What the conservatives want is 
that we should wait until we are sure of ourselves and 
sure of whnt we waul. 

It may be that the scheme of reform spelling might 
be improved by adding to 't. To ou$ mind one of the 
most glaring imperfections of the Korean alphabet is the 
lack of distinction bet wen the long and short sound of 
the vowels; -jr may l>e cither eve or snow, may bf 
either mountain or mathematics, y may be steam 
or a gentleman's name. This is particularly true of 
the vowel which has two separate and distinct 
sounds. IT we are to take from the alphabet with 
one hand for the sake of simplicity why should we not 
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add to it with the other for the sake of precision ? out 
the defenders of the reform scheme disavow ;inv intern- 
tion of making a prefect system, they want simply to 

eliminate a few unnecessary factors. But if we are to 

*• 

manipulate the alphabet in favor of the coming genera¬ 
tions why not make a thorough job of it and give them 
something that will be approxisuately perfect? The con¬ 
viction forces itself upon our minds that we are not 
ready for action yet, Neither the advocates tor the 
scheme nor its opponents nor the men on the fence arc 
prepared to vote on this very important and far-reaching 
question. 

The difficulty that has been raised because of dialec¬ 
tic differences of pronunciation has never been properly 
answered. In a large section of the country the v is not 
silent in the vowels with the double spot and the r and 
ch arc not interchangeable. We have never been told 
what these people will do if books are put in their hands 
in which they is dropped and in which the t and the ch 
are arranged according; to Seoul pronunciation. Those 
people could not be induced to change their pronuncia¬ 
tion, to accord with the new spelling. On the other hand 
all Koreans except those mentioned know that the letter 
t. with any dotible-spot vowel or with / is pronounced as 

ch. They have no difficulty about it. It is a fact that 
• — 

can be learned in ten minutes bv ativ child. So far as 

V to 

reading is concerned the old system works well enough. 
When it comes to spelling, however, the new method 
would Jx; simpler, but how the revisionists would com¬ 
mend it to that portion of the Korean people who pro¬ 
nounce according to the present spelling it is very hard 
to see. « 

There are some who hold that the lower a could be 
dropped, while they object to the other changes. In this 
point dialectic differences cause no trouble, for the two 
letters for a arc pronounced alike the whole country over. 
The only argument against this change is the general one 
that was adduced, namely that we nred to have words 
of the same sound spelled differently because they thus 
engage the eye independently and do not leave every. 
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thing to the context. Imagine a Jew sentences, in Eng- 
i:sh. The last y.i.n wasan important one. characterized by 
unusual severity, but on tlie whole salutary to the people. 
If Ik has-’i't the cents To come on thyme he can't expect a 
daze wage, is led oar mind hear ? He nose awl about the 
matter. These are exaggerations to be sure but they il¬ 
lustrate how a mere phonetic method will demand far 
closei attention or tlie part of the reader in order to 
-seize the meaning of a sentence than our present method 
does. To learn to spell means a little extra work in the 
beginning but it confers a lifelong benefit, in the ability it 
develops to grasp the writtin idea rapidly and accurate¬ 
ly. One of the staunchest advocates of the reform spelling 
says tha* the great difficulty with a Korean text is its lack 
of visual perspicuity; in other words the difficulty of 
grasping the meaning at a glance of the eye. Surely the 
similar spelling of all words that arc sounded the same 
will add to this difficulty and require a still more careful 
eye. 

After all is said, does it not come down to this, that 
the reform spelling will make it easier to ivriU Korean 
and harder to trad it? There arc thousands of people in 
America who can read tlie newspapers with perfect com¬ 
prehension but who could not write a letter without a 
dozen mistakes in spelling on each page. Which is the 
more important, to read or to write? Manifestly the 
former. The conservatives contend that though the 
proposed changes won id make it a little easier to learn 
to read. :he difficulty would «>nlv be transferred, for th* 
reader would always be under the necessity of a greater 
mental effort in reading than he would be under the 
present system. Tlie difference between the two systems 
is something like that between a steel engraving and a 
painting. In the one case every effect is produced in 
black and white by simply shading while in the other 
there is the added element of color. Of course the paint¬ 
ing is the more difficult to produce but it is more satis¬ 
factory in the end. So, there is some difficulty in learning 
to spell, but the visual element thus added gives a rich¬ 
ness to the text and does lor it something of what color 
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docs to the: picture. At least there arc those that think 
so, and until the whole question is studied into much 
more extensively, they third; definite and binding 
action would be premature. 

Such a change, too, is in the nature of radical 
amendment to a constitution .and should require an 
overwhelming vote in its favor. A nearly unanimous 
vote would probably convince the minority that they 
were presumably wrong arid the change could Ik* made, 
but anything like an even division would preclude the 
possibility of it. 

There is no one who will not sympathize with the 
desire to benefit the Korean people along this or any 
other line and the staunchest com rvative would hasten 
to assent to acv change however radical if lie was once 
convinced ot its usefulness. This question bears heavily 
upoi. the whole matter of education in Korea, and every 
oue will hail the presen tali on of any plan which will 
secure the genera! consent of those who know Korea 
and Korea as and which will really lighten the labor 
either for the teacher or the taught or both. 


Northeast Korea and the War. 

The conundrum that is puzzling the public just at 
present is, What are the Russia as proposing to do in 
Northeast Korea ? The only guess that we can make is 
that they expect to hold their own in Harbin, keep the 
railroad intact all the way to the Pacific coast, defend 
Vladivostok against the Japanese and use the road 
southward from that port as a line o< military opera¬ 
tions. hoping perhaps that, when peace is discussed, they 
mav receive in lieu of Manchuria whatever territory 
they may be in actual military pw;st ssinn of on the east 
coast; and thus secure an free port on the Pacific. Oc 
course this is a wild scheme, for if they win they will not 
be content with so liTtlc find if they lose they will bf 
given much less. 
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AL any rate the presence of Russians in northeast 
Korea makes that region of special interest to the 
readers of the AVz-vVa 1 , and we are verv fortunate to 
have secured a long and interesting statement of condi¬ 
tions in that part of the country from Rev Roht. Grier¬ 
son, M.D., who has lived for some years in Sung-jm, the 
newly opened port on the northeast coast and who has 
travelled extensively not only in Ham-gyung and Pyeng- 
an Provinces but across the Tuman into Russian ter¬ 
ritory as well. The following is what he has to say 
about conditions in that part of the peninsula. 

Those who live in southern and central Korea often 
have an erroneous conception of the physical character¬ 
istics and the social conditions ol the north. Most 
foreigners think of it as a sparsely inhabited, heavily 
wooded and largely uncultivated wilderness where the 
scattered population is poor, rude, ignorant and un- 
mannered. The climate is thought to be bleak and in¬ 
hospitable ami agriculture of a very primitive character. 

It is with the idea of removing some of these miscon¬ 
ceptions and giving a more correct view of these 
northern regions that the following considerations are 
submitted. 

It is an error to suppose that the north is but 
sparsely inhabited. The coast regions all the way from 
Wonsan to thi Tuman River abound in rice plains, some 
of which r.re of wide extent and capable of supporting r. 
large population. Besides this, a considerable part of 
the people obtain a livelihood from the sea, catching the 
ling in enormous numbers and curing-them for transport 
to all parts of Korea. They form, under the appropri¬ 
ate name puk u, “North fish," a staple article of food 
throughout the peninsula. Throughout thin region the 
prefecture centers, or county-seats, are large walled 
towns where much business is done anti the country is 
dotted with villages in every direction, no further apart 
than in other sections of Korea. 

Bui it will lie said l»v some that the mountainous rc- 
, gions inland must be comparatively thinly inhabited, or 
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at best that there are less people than tigers. Here 
again we find the facts quite at variance with such pre¬ 
conception. It is true that in the mountain regions the 
population is more scattered and that the county-seats 
have fewer houses, but here the ordinary din taste for 
hill-side farming, so conspicuous in some other parts of 
the country, is quite lacking- perhaps lx’cause there is 
little hill-side there, and farm houses dot the land¬ 
scape in every" direction, sometimes even to the tops of 
the moantains. This makes the appearance of the fucc of 
the land very different from that of other portions of the 
country, where the houses are all clustered into villages 
and isolated houses are unknown- The landscape has 
more the appearance of an American rural scene, especi¬ 
ally at night when the twinkling lights from scores of 
country houses scattered over the hill-sides make a brave 
show. 

If road travel is a fair index of population, north¬ 
eastern Korea must be heavily populated; for in spile 
of the large passenger and freight traffic on the numer¬ 
ous coasting steamers, one will meet as many people 
coming and going on the great coast road as on any 
other great highway in the land. The traffic on roads 
running from the coast into the interior is often surpris¬ 
ing. Take for instance the road from the port of Sin- 
ch'ang via Puk-ch'fing to Kap-san. It is very probable 
that no other road in Korea can show a hen vier traffic 
than this one. What with loads of copper ore and of 
-oats coming out and rice, cotton goods, fish and other 
commodities going in, the road carries a constant stream 
■of merchandise. A railroad that would attract this 
heavy passenger and freight traffic ought to be a paying 
investment. 

One reason for the dense population in this region is 
}>ecanse it forms a sort of “wild west" which attracts 
hosts of adventurous, disappointed, oppressed or in¬ 
digent people who, while quite willing to work, find that 
in parts nearer the capital they are not able to enjoy 
without molestation the fruits of their own labor. This 
centrifugal force helps to offset the attraction (largely 
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mutuary) which the metropolis exerts, in Korea as 
elsewhere, upon the bucolic imagination. 

While the margin of cultiv ation in other parts of 
Korea may have been lowering, it is undeniable that in 
the Kap-san • and Sam-su districts it is on the rapid 
increase This may be accounted for in part by the tact 
that at the time of the China-Japan war ten years ago 
thousands of people from the districts particularly af¬ 
fected by the military operations fled from the scene of 
war. all of them yearning for 

a ledge ui aome vast wildcrncw 
Some ccmtigtiiit *»f shade wbere ramm* 

Of oppression and of war rriglii never 

R«*ch me more. 

In addition to this the copper mines and the gold 
mines attract a large number of people, for here as else¬ 
where every scheme for getting rich quickly has its 
devotees. 

It must be admitted that in the most mountainous 
parts then* are districts without population but it ie 
doubtful whether such regions f .»rm a larger proportion 
of the area then in certain parts of Kang-wun or 
Whang-ha Provinces. 

One would naturally suppose that on the north¬ 
eastern outskirts of the Kingdom there would be an 
abundance of timber, and concessions made to Russians 
some years ago for cutting timber near the Tuman tend 
to strengthen this idea, but the truth of the case is that 
such extensive timber tracts do not exist. The Korean 
is the same in every latitude. The splendid timber that 
must have once clothed the hills has now almost 
.unshed, having been squandered by past generations, 
die can travel all the wav from Wonsan to the Tuman 
without seeing any timber that wall excite more admira¬ 
tion than certain groves within ten miles of Seoul, 
always excepting the famous and beautiful sea side grove., 
three miles in length, in the town of I-vvun ; and this re¬ 
mains only In.- a use it i' preserved under heavy penalties. 
New settlers hove bee:: riwustomcd to burn down the 
forests lor the double purpose ol' clearing the tend and 
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ol lerrilizing it with the ashes. This naturally ensures 
good crops at first, which art so essential to the pioneer. 
They reason, quite logically, that the timber is useless. 
Then- is no local demand for it and the cost of getting it 
to the coast is prohibitive. One could hardly expect them 
to exhibit enough altruism to be willing to wait un¬ 
til railroads tap the region and make transportation pos¬ 
sible, even if they knew the difference between a railroad 
and a bicycle—which is not the case. It must be r«- 
memlwred that on the east coast there are no rivers on 
which timber can lie rafted to the sea. 

In the Kap-san, Sam-su and Ma-snn regions there is 
plenty ol timber, of a sort, among the hills. Most com¬ 
mon are a kind of evergreen black fir called ku->nun-j>i 
and it deciduous hr called ik-kai. Both of these are 
gootl. shapely trees but the wood does not appear to be of 
a very durable nature. There are few or none of the hard 
woods, especially maple, which make the landscape 0:1 
the western side of the peninsula o gorgeous in Fall. 
And vet the ik-kai tree is very pretty. The groves of 
these tuns golden yellow, as the needles die before falling; 
anil they give a h rilliant touch of color to the landscape. 
Those* that grow near houses give scope for the exercise 
of the peoples' aesthetic tastes, for they are frequently 
trimmed into quaint pagoda or other shapes and arc 
sure to attract the eye of the wayfarer. Besides these 
trees there is a sprinkling of spruce and of the common 
scrubby oak. It will probably surprise the readers of 
the ftrvir :. 1 to know that the ordinary pine which is SO 
common throughout other parts of Korea is entirely 
absent from these northern mountain districts. 

In regard ti> the cultivation of the soil, it is as 
general as anywhere else in the peninsula. Along the 
coast wc find the same crops as arc grown elsewhere; 
millet, rice, beans, barley, sorghum, hemp, etc. Among 
the mountains immense quantities of oats, wheat and 
potatoes are raised. Near the Chinese border genuine 
cabbages and yellow turnips are largely grown. The 
mountainous nature of the country much larger 

lire;! for cultivation than the fait >u;lacc ol a map would 
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indicate. The people "turn i he la ml up on edge and farm 

both sides." It is a glorious picture which you may see 

in mill-Autumn from anv considerable elevation. The 

* 

enormous area sown to oats and wheat is then revealed 
hv its golden yellow, and one can form some conception 
»»f the thrift and energy of these northern farmers and 
win estimate where the margin of cultivation is. In 
many a ease it lies right on the sk v line. The steepest hill¬ 
sides wave with grain ;mrl often it climbs to the very 
mountain tops. One simply wonders where the people 
are who can till and consume such crops. 

The staple food of these people is oats, boiled whole, 
and eaten as rice is in other parts of the country. The 
kernel is harder than that of rice anti is more difficult to 
digest. New comers are always troubled for months with 
indigestion and diarrhoea before they can get ac¬ 
customed to this hardy food. 

Considered socially these northern people are bv no 
means the ignorant boors that they have sometime® 
been painted. So far as book learning goes they average 
very well with Koreans in other parts, and us for man¬ 
ners thev are no whit behind the dwellers in the districts 
near the capital. Nor will it do to think of them as 
poor. There is some evidence, indeed, that they are 
better off on the average than the people in the south. 
For instance, in the town of Tan-^h'un tiled houses are 
much more numerous than thatched houses. This 
refers not to the county seat merely but to the houses 
the country-satie. VVe doubt if the same could be said of 
many districts in Korea. 

In the mountain regions of the north the houses are 
larger and more commodious than in most parts of Ko¬ 
rea. Timber is locally cheap and is used lavishly. The 
houses are not built about a court and but one kan deep 
but. are built solid, two k:tn deep and five or six kor. 
long. A typical house would lie arranged as follow s. It 
is. say, two kan (sixteen feet) wide, and five kan (forty 
feet) long. At one end are found the mi-pang or “inner 
room” and the sarong or "parlor" each two kan long 
and one wide, running the long way of the house. Doors 
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open from each of these into the next compartment 
which is two kan running right across the house. It has 
a kang floor and in this floor on one edge are set the ket¬ 
tles with fire-places underneath. The fire passes under 
the floor and then under the m-pang and sa rang. It is 
this floor where the pots anil kettles are that forms the 
ordinary living room of the family. The next .compart¬ 
ment is of two kan and has a dirt floor only. It is the 
kitchen, and is not separated from the living room by any 
partition. Between this and the next, and final, com¬ 
partment are the troughs from which the cattle eat. 
The cooked food for the cattle can therefore l>e easily* 

V 

transferred directly from the kettles to the troughs. In 
the last compartment arc the cattle, separated from the 
house proper by no partition, but only by the eating 
troughs to which they are tied. The whole establishment 
is therefore under a single roof and the odors are almost 
stifling. The reason for keeping the animals in the house 
is two-fold, one being the need of keeping them warm in 
the severe winter and the other, which is less to the point 
than formerly, is the necessity for protecting them from 
wild leasts. These houses are always kept inordinately 
warm because hard wood is used- for fuel and the fire s 
are kept going at full blast. The flues beneath the floor 

carrv off the smoke ordinaritv but some dishes are cool:- 

• w 

ed by simply building a fire beneath n skillet, the smoke 
escaping into the room. This would cause serious incon¬ 
venience were it not that there is a hole through the roof 
directly over the place where this cooking is done. In the 
winter time or during heavy rains a mat is drawn over 
this aperture to keep in the heat or keep out the rain. 
The whole establishment seems to be a development from 
the aboriginal tepee, wigwam or yvurla and forms .in 
itself an interesting object for ethnological comparison. 

The floor of the snx-ang or “parlor” is ordinarily used 
as a place to dry oafs and if a chance guest arrives he 
has to wait until many bushels of grain have been clear¬ 
ed away before he can settle down for the night. 

The character of the people in these distant regions is 
stronger and more virile than that of Koreans in the 
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souin. They have mnn; pluck, more independence of 
character awl a greater readiness to resent insult or in¬ 
jury. They have little pa lienee with dishonest officials 
and the readiness and unanimity with which they resort 
to mob law to defeat the machinations of 1 <oral squeezers 
is truly engaging. Many interesting stories might l>etold 
iif ‘now such schemes have been checked in the bud. Even 
government troops * ire held uji or put to flight by these 
determined people, as was illustrated in 1900 when the 
people of Kil-iu disarmed and locked up a body of troops 
that had been sent to work the Imperial will in opposi¬ 
tion to the wishes of the populace. 

Northeastern Korea has two climates: (1) The 
coast climate, which, oti account of the proximity to the 
sea. d biers very little from that of central Korea, and (2) 
the inland climate on the water-shed plateau which has 
a very long and severe winter. In certain sheltered 
places, near dwellings, ice has been seen as late as June. 
Snow begins to fall early in November. 

Fifteen or twenty yenrfl ngo tigers were very com¬ 
mon throughout this section but now there arc compar¬ 
atively few. The ptople explain this on the ground that 
the tigers have lx-en frightened away by the whistle of 
the coasting steamers. The older houses have the win¬ 
dows provided with cleats so that heavy wooden shut¬ 
ters could be put up at night to keep tigers out. 

This territory it; the north cannot be an easy one in 
which to carry on military operations. At last accounts 
the Japanese forces had reached Hrnn-hnng. The Rus¬ 
sian* meanwhile are making Sung-jin their headquarters 
am! keeping detnichiricnts out to the south to keep in 
touch with the enemy. The road between these two 
places is a difficult one to fight over. The people have 
done a good deal of wort on it during the past year but 
the passes are still very hard to cross and impassable 
even now for guns of any considerable weight. There 
are four passes of considerable altitude between Ilatn- 
htmg and Snag-jin They are found where the road 
crosses hold spurs that arc thrown out from the great 
central range and come light down to the sea. The 
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names of these four are Ham-gwan Pass, Tii-deul Pass 
(•‘Slow Pass,”) Tung-geul Pass (“Twister-wise Pass”l 
and Ma-chftn Pass (‘‘Heaven-toucher”). The road cross¬ 
es none of these at an altitude of less than a thousand 
feet above sea-level. 

The Russian forces are all cavalry, so that should the 
Japanese land in their rear they could not be cut off. but 
might retire by any of the numerous roads running in¬ 
land and regain their line of communication by a circuit¬ 
ous route. The Russians have -established telegraphic 
communication between Sung-jin and Vladivostok and 
have made good military roads all the way from the 
north, blasting out the worst places in the mountains, so 
that they can probably bring fairly heavy artillery as far 
south as Sung-jin. Between Sung-jin and Possiet Bay, 
beyond the Tuman, the passes are not nearly so high as 
those south of Sung-jin, and they present comparatively 
few difficulties to the transportation of artillery. The 
best road out of Kyftng-sung, near the Tuman, is an in¬ 
terior one leading up to the large river towns on the T li¬ 
man and this would make it difficult for the Japanese to 
cut communications by landing north of Kj’utig-sGng. 

The Koreans in the northeast are inclined to be pro- 
Russian in their sympathies. Very many of them have 
been to Vladivostock and have seen some of the material 
evidences of Western power, while they judge Japan only 
by the small settlements in Korea. -Many of them speak 
a little Russian and in the border districts many people 
have relatives who are -naturalized Russians. When the 
people saw the Japanese retire from Sung-jin, the port 
burned, and the Russians passing on toward Wonsan 
with impunity, they were confirmed in their opinion. 
That opinion may soon be materially modified. 

Koreans claim that the boundary of north-eastern 
Korea formerly extended far beyond the Tuman River, by 
virtue of the conquests of a certain General Im: so that 
in selling the Ussuri district to Russia China actually 
sold a part of Korea. A 1 letter Korean claim is that a 
certain island in the Tuman belongs to Korea. At pre¬ 
sent :ke sou them branch of the river forms the bo tt lidar; 
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but Koreans claim that the old pillars are still there as 
land-marks to show where the boundary is. An interna¬ 
tional commission went up there to investigate the 
matter in 190M and we believe they reported in Korea's 
favor. But the transfer has not been yet made. 

What will be the effect on northeast Korea if Japan 
wrests Vladivosxock frotn Russia and holds the whole 
stretch of coast from Saghalien toFusan? Take out 
the Russians and vott will find that this whole territory 
is inhabited only by Koreans. The •boundaries of Korea 
may he shifted to the Arctic regions, especially as there 

would most likely lie a large emigration of Koreans to 
the Primorsk. Shall we look forward to an eastern 
Austria-Hungary or United States of the Orient inclosing 
the Sea of Japan as an imperial lake—a Japanese-Korean 
Empire? Such seems more likely than an Egypt-like pro 
tcctorate. The present guaranteed independence of 
Korea under the patronage of Japan, a dual monarchy 
under a single empire! Such an empire could become 
one of the strongest ever seen. All products of river, 
sea, mountain, forest and plain, from arctic through 
temperate to sub-tropical climes, would be her’s. She 
would be completely self-contained and her heart would 
be protected from a vital blow, in her island stronghold. 

The Ijeginning of a railway to Wonsan is prophetic 
and indicates that Japan has not left north-eastern 
Korea and its future out of her calculations. 

Robert Grierson. 


Editorial Comment. 

The A*vV (7r \>wi in .'i resent issue, agreed substan¬ 
tially with our remarks about Japanese projects in 
Korea bt;c stated incidentally that the moral princi¬ 
ples laid down as guides in international relations arc 
open lo a good deal of question. The Chronicle says 
that we excused Japan’s forcing this scheme upon Korea 
on the ground that whereas a country might be justified in 
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deh-yiag the development oi lier mineral resources under 
the pica that they are definitely limited in extent, such 
an argument cannot be urged in excuse for allowing 
arable land to iie permanently fallow, for by so doing she 
deprives the world of a permanent source of food supply 
without benefitting; berselfl It is just here that we find 
fault with the method of criticism adopted by the Editor 
of the CAronick. We never justified Japan’s aggressive 
action on this or any other ground. We laid down the 
general principle that every country included in the family 
of treaty powers owes it to the family to develop its re¬ 
sources, and we added that this applies more fittingly to 
agricultural than to mineral resources because the former 
are perennial while the latter are strictly limited. We 
also sniil that, sentimental consideration apart, the law 
of the survival of the fittest would work inexorably to the 
extinction of Korean autonomy. -Much mav be said for 
the North American Indian but he could not permanently 
block the way for progress. If a nation persistently refuses 
to develop its agricultural and other resources, we say 
that someone else will do it for her, moral or any other 
considerations to the contrary notwithstanding. We 
never condoned the manner in which Japan approached 
the question. We very clearly opposed the methods 
rid op ted and showed their futility. We repeat emphatical¬ 
ly that there has come to be such a thing as Iritcrnational- 
Kmilieut Domain and when a majority or any considerable 
number of powers unite to kav a thing shall be done, it 
b done irrespective of the private rights of individual 
powers, since it is for the good of the greatest number. 
To say that a power does not surrender any of its indi¬ 
vidual rights in joining the federation of tin: world is as 
foolish as to say a man docs not surrender any individ¬ 
ual rights when he liocomi'S llie member of a firm or the 
party to h contract. 

The method otcriticism which quotes a writer's words 
and then states that they were intended To prove some¬ 
thing quite different from the writer's express intention 

bardlv commends itself to our sense of fairness. The 
▼ 

reason why a thing is done docs not bv am means form 
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its justification. We would ask the Chronicle whether we 
did not state, in the very article from which it quotes, 
that Korea or-rs Japan nothing but an attitude of friendly 
receptivity. Of course the Chrxmide will not answer this 
question, but we commend it to those who, out of a very 
praise-worthy sympathy for Korea, have accused us of 
being too strongly pro-Japanese. On general principles 
we do believe in people who have energy, enterprise, 
courage, thrift and perseverance, and we believe that 
Japan has a moral right, to see established in the 
Peninsula an administration which shall be friendly to her 
and shall secure her from all fear that any other power 
shall ever use Korea as tf hostile point (Tapptii against 
her. We may, and we do, criticize some of the methods 
employed in effecting this, as being injurious to Korea 
and detrimental to the best interests of Japan but we 
deliberately and expressly refuse to take a position 
sweepingly condemnatory of japan’s attitude toward 
this country. Japan is not the first nation that has had 
to learn by experiment how to do things, and it is 
greatly to her credit that in spite of an intense national 
pride, which for the time being has been naturally 
exaggerated by remarkable military and naval achieve¬ 
ments she has been willing to modify very materially 
plans to whic h she was publicly committed but which 
proved to Ik* somewhat premature. 

We join with all other friends of Korea in urging 
that the Japanese authorities place in the fore-front of 
their Korean policy the scrupulous preservation of the 
rights of individual Koreans as against private Jap¬ 
anese. It would pay Japan enormously to make it 
strikingly evident to the Korean people that if a 
single dolla r's worth of property is wrongly appropriated 
or if a single blow is wantonly struck by any Japanese 

the Korean shall have swift and exemplary justice. At 
present. Koreans complain that The Japanese authorities 
are very slow to do them justice. The lowest coolie in 
the hind ought to be able to bring before a Japanese of¬ 
ficial any Japanese who offers him the slightest injury 
and th<-Japanese authorities should see to it that the 
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Koreans hi- encouraged to "bring even,- such case up for 
trial. AYhat does civilisation mean if it be not the pre¬ 
servation of individual righLsand how can the Japanese 
commend themselves more highly to the Korean people 
as a whole than by showing them that Japanese in¬ 
fluence in this country will mean equal justice to all? 
Oh, if we could only find words to prove to tire Japanese 
that the}' could weld to themselves the affection of the 
Korean people as by bands of steel, if they would only 
demonstrate that their influence here will do away with 
the fear of mun. A Korean gets in your way and you 
cuff him out of your path; a moment later you meet a 
Japanese coolie and you give him bis half of the road. 
Why is it? It is because vou know that that coolie has 
the ability ti> uphold his right to half the road. Let ihv* 
Japanese give and guarantee to every Korean his right 
to half the road and access to swift redress in case it 
is not granted and this country would lx* transformed. 
What Koreans need is self-respect and they* can never 
gain it unless they arc given immunity from gratuitous 
insult. This applies to high and low alike. There is no 
Korean official who is sure that a turn of fortune's wheel 
might not see him publicly whipped or sec him tramping 
the streets in a chain-gang. There is no merchant who 
is sure that his capital or stock may not be wantonly 
confiscated. There is no common Korean in the land 
who would dream of walking up single-handed to a 
court of justice and demanding judgment against a 
wealthy and influential man who "has cheated or mal¬ 
treated him. The curse of Korea is the/far of man and 
until the Japanese do way with that, there will he 
nothing but treachery and suspicion. What if this does 
require a heavy reinforcement of the Japanese Consular 
body? A few months of such procedure would show 
the Koreans what they might count upon in the way 
of justice and it would show Lhc Japanese residents 
of Korea that they cannot cuff and kick the Koreans 
about at pleasure. The cure once effected, there would 
be less need of extra courts. In no way could Japan 
expend money in the peninsula with sure; prospec; of 
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heavy returns. Hardly a day passes but we are 
approached by Koreans asking ns to help them to get 
a hearing so that injustice that has been done them may 
be righted. We tell them to take their cases directly to 
the Japanese authorities, hut they shrug their shoulders 
and go sadly away. Why is it? Because if all Koreans 
who have been wronged were to apply for redress the 
Japanese have no legal machinery sufficient in extent to 
cope with even a fraction of them. But the greater the 
number of cases the more absolute is the necessity that 
they should he handled, for every case works two evils, it 
confirms the Korean in ihe hoplessness of his case and it 
confirms th? Japanese in his contempt of the Korean; and 
so the breach will widen and widen until Japan will find 
that the only practical solution of the problem is the ex¬ 
tinction of the Korean people arid the peninsula will Ih*- 
come a second Filmland. But we believe better things of 
Japan and we have high hopes that such counsels will 
prevail that the Japanese will strike at fundamental evils in 
Korea and establish their influence oil the firm basis ol 
equity and justice. This may not come until after the 
fever of war has subsided but it will come in time. 

Our statement that the margin of cultivation in 
Korea is lowering has met with a certain degree of con- 
r.radiea tion on the part of foreigners living in the interior. 
It is so seldom that the AVz'zV'a* is favored with an expres¬ 
sion of opinion on the part of any foreigner in regard to 
.any matter whatever, that we are pleased to obtain even 
this adverse criticism. The evidence of those who have 
“been there" is of course betl.er than that of those who 
have merely “heard about it” and we accept without re¬ 
serve the statement that in the regions where these 
'.o reigners have been the margin of cultivation has been 
going up rather than down. If the reader sees fit to accept 
these regions as typical of the whole country he will con¬ 
clude that more land is under cultivation than was the 
case ten years ago, hut we have heard nothing from the 
foreigners about the land in Clul-la Province where the 
greatest falling off is claimed and where rice is supposed 
to grow to the broadest extent. We should be glad indeed 
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to Mieve that Koreans are developing ihuir latent 
cultural resources and shall welcome any evident 
goes to |:rove it. 


Iixr 


We led sure that our readers will be deeply interested 
in Dr. Grierson’s article on north-east Korea in this issue 
of the R'cvicu . We confess that the facts here given were, 
many of them, a surprise. It appears that northern 
Korea contains a large population of hardy and indepen¬ 
dent people, that the soil is well cultivated, that the 
stories of swarming tigers are a myth, that the country 
is not an almost unbroken forest, that wealth and intel¬ 
ligence and courtesy are not theexception. We commend 
this article to our readers as showing how much more 
valuable a source of information this magazine might be¬ 
come if those who know things would communicate that 
knowledge, not for the sake of the magazine but for the 
sake of the public. 


The military executions which recently took place 

have caused considerable comment among foreigners in 

Korea. It is well understood by the foreign population 

that the Japanese have declared military law for the time 

being, and that the culprits were legally executed, but we 

dojir. whether the Koreans arc fully aware of the danger 

of committing acts which in times of peace would receive 

comparatively light punishment. In out opinion the 

Japanese ought to be careful to see that the common 

people are fully informed as to the meaning of martial 

law in order that such painful incidents may be averted 

in the future. It is true that one striking example like 

that which has occurred will do more to teach the j>eoplc 

than anything else, but it is a great pity that it was 

deemed uccessarr L<> leach liie lesson in such a dntsrir 

* 

wav. 


Dgil zee by C iQOglC 


Criginnl from 

”HF OHIO *T»TF UNIVFRSITY 




-M)S 


THE KOREA REVIEW. 


News Calendar. 

On Au«. yi Von Cbi-ho. Min Sang ho and Mr. Hat-iwara met 10 deter, 
mine up!IQ a site for a pleasure ground or a sort of Club for Japanese 
and Koreans. The TA-gwan-jiing opposite the Imperial Alter was ■elect¬ 
ed and has been arranged for this purpose. 

A ounnuittee of twelve generals was appointed on Aug. 31 to take 
charge of the reorganization ol the Korean Amy along lines suggested 
l>y tUe Japune'e The Seoul guard will probably Ire lowered from 10.000 
to some 2 t ix»o men. 

Reports from Knng-neung. on the eastern coast al»out opposite 
Seoul, indicate that the recent typhoon canned a go<xt deal of damage.- 
Fifty fishing boats w.-re wrecked. The wave® were ao high that the 
Koreans were astounded. Mucly houses along the coast were nnrooled 
or entirely demolished. 

The town of Kyo-ha near the mouth of the Han River was the scene 
oi some excitement about the end of August. The Japanese agent* ar¬ 
rived and proceeded to Search for coolies to take north. About twenty 
were enrolled but an enormous crowd assembled and began to act in a 
threatening manner. When aimed Japanese appeared the people fled 
hul eight ring lenders of the liiwb were arrested. 

The Superintendent of Masampo repo, is tbit the typhoon was very 
destructive. 3*6 houses being destroyed, seven luen killed, fourteen 
boats swept away and enormous damage o! other kinds done. He asks 
that help lie rendered, taxes remitted and the destitute cared for. In 
Cli-'-lla Province the damage done was without precedent. Rice fields, 
hemp fields an<l cotton lands were destroyed wholesale. Along the 
coast it is estimated that Llie destruction of fields totalled three-tenths 
of the whole area. 

Cho Min-beu: the Minister to Japan asks that the Yen 6,nooto cover 
rlie running expeuscs oi the legation for the year be paid oat of .Customs 
receipts. 

Sin Keui-sfltt has taken the place of Sim Sang-ban as vice-Prime 
Minister. 

>IiU l’yimg-hen has l>een made Judge of the Supreme Court in place 
of Vun T 4 U->iiiig. 

A rirc broke oui on the 13th of September in a building in the pal¬ 
ace that is being rebuilt but it was put out before it became serious. 

The month of September saw several convefltious aud meetings in 
Seoul. In the first place there was a week of Bible Study which was at¬ 
tended by a large nnmi'er of missionaries from various part* of the 
country, and this innovation was voted such u success Hint it is to i** re- 
prittud nix*, yv-ir. Next cc-u. tl‘* celebration of the SOth annireraary 
of 111 e establishment of Protestant missions in Korea. Thursday the 
22nd of September was devoted to this purpose and several meetings 
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were held. Addresses were made by Rev. W. B. Scranton. M. D.. Rev. 
S. A Moffett, D. D.. Rev. Kobt. Grierson, 11, D., Rev. G. Engel, Rev. 
H. G. Underwood. D. D., uud others. 

A third meeting of some interest was one that *as called for the 
purpose of discussing publicly the milter of spelling reform in Korea. 
A lively discussion to^k place and it was found that the::e was no great 
unanimity of opinion in regard to the mutter. 

A fourth event was the meeting of the Council of the Presbyterian 
Churches in Korea at which the question of reform spelling was further 
discussed. 

Tin Annuo! Meetings of the Presbyterian Millions North and 
South and or the Methodist Mission South took place almost «inoi- 
taneoc.sly. We note with pleasure that both the rrwbytcriau missions 
have been handsomely reinforced since tlieir last annual meetings. Dr. 
Hirst has come to work in the new Severance Memorial Hospital, and 
Rev. Mr. Pieters has returned with bis wife from America. The 
Southern Mission hat three new medical workers. P:. Nolan, Dr. 
Forsythe and Dr. Daniel. An important step was taker, by the 
Northern Mission ir. deciding to open a new station in CL’&ng-ju in 
Cb’cng-cb’Ong Province, 

At the same time curie the annual meeting of the Korean 
Religious Tract Society. At the end of the meeting uibncriptioos were 
called for in order to start a fttnd for building u suitable edifice :c 
Seoul for the use o* Ibis important org auization. The sum of Yen 
5,000 was pledged by the people in the audience and this together with 
what will be given from the home country will secure the object 
tought. 

One important and happy event of the month vhick we most not 
fail to mention was the wedding of lit. Hugh Miller and Miss Nellie 
Fierce which took place in tlic Mead Memorial Church ou Ike 
2ist, the Autumnal Eqninox The ceremony was performed by Pev. 
S. A. Beck assisted by Mr. J. S. Gale, D. D. It was followed by a 
delightful reception at the J-wlta School. 

On Sept. 13th jro Pyeug Yang soldiers were sent from Pyeng Yang 
to Saui-deung to disperse the tongkaki that bad congregated there. 

Owing to the establishment of the Il-chtn Society many people came 
up from the country to see what was going uu and perhaps to participate 
in any fun that might be on the tapis. When the police saw such peo¬ 
ple at the inns in Seoul they adviaec them strongly to go back to Uicr 
cousin homes. 

A curious story comes from Chi-nan in Cbulla Province. Many 
people there were reduced by famine to eating the hark of trees and 
pine leaf soup but, wonderfn! to relate, they found a kind of food grow- 
iug on bamboo trees ou Sun-gak and Tnk-t* mountains and they subsist¬ 
ed upon it till the crops had ripened. The pfrople believe that the pre¬ 
lect sent up several measures of this “manta" to the Emperor. 

Kin# Ka • n bar- b**n appointed Minister of I Ju in place •>: l v ;t 
Cbt-sus. resigned. 
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On Sept em Tier 75th the people of Si-ben ng. ten mile* ronth of Seoul, 
arwe in revolt ugsurst ilia prelect, Pak I* vang, because he bail witheld 
six million cud). ttbodl Yen i.jno, which should hare been distributed 
among the people. Il wut ti very determined crowd and it attacked the 
prefect's quarters nUml clever o'clock in the morning. The accounts, 
of how the crime was committed differ but sc far as evidence tb.il we 
can gather goes the prefect was not hurtled to death but war l>ea.ten and 
trampled upon until he expired. His nineteen years old, tried to 
protect his father and so was also struck down and killed. Me.u.whil- 
manv of the people of the town had mo away leaving ibeir houses un¬ 
protected ; tie excited crowd scattered and broke into many of the 
houses aud took what they wanted. Several of the hoases were burned. 
Word had been carried to the Japanese who were working on the rail¬ 
road in the vicinity. A small body of these soon arrived upon the 
scene and tried to stop the riot but they in turn were attacked and two' 
of them were killed. No one could possibly’ Condone the action of the 
mob but it iuv$t be confessed they nad a serious grievance and no way to 
obtain red res; except by violence. It is much to be regretted that the 
prelect and liis. son and the two Japanese were killed and we hope the 
leaders of thr moh will be punished, hut thiR ought to he an object 
lesson to the Japanese as showing what a Jvciean crowd is capable of 
when once aroused 

The Foreign Office requested Ibe Jupauese authorities to punish a 
Japanese soldier who while unde* the influence of liquor attacked and 
injured a Korean gendarme near the Sn-gak Bridge on the 15th of 
September. 

The governor of North Ck'ivre-cWmg Province scut , report to tue 
Homp Office on the iqth oi September saying that thousands of 
TvngJiaki mrc in bis jurisdiction aud were demanding that they be 
given a part of the power of government and were declaring that the 
central goverment bail lost its hold upon the people. He asks what he 
shall do under such conditions In many districts they claim that 
they now have power to pay lu.ck unrighteous prefects and other uieu 
of influence who hove oppressed them. 

The. foreigners in Seoul hove established an Educational Associa¬ 
tion Willi Rev IL C Underwood. LX IX, as President, with a view to 
preparing text-hooks and doing whatever else may forward the cause 
0/ education in Korea. Many committees have been api mi uteri to 
preuarc glossaries of the terms nsed iu the different science*. When 
this is done ar. important obstacle to the making nf uniform lext-lmoks 
will be removed. 

About the SrsLof Seoiemi.er the new Sricisly culled il-chin wbc ot 
••S ingle Advance Society ' hegai. to propagate pnm.ipie*, the main 
one of which seem- to have beet' the education and er.iighttcmea: 
oi the people and the advocacy of h national spmt. This tbsv 6aid 
would mean more for Korea h advancement *nfl success than many 
gun boats. They advocated U) the stability of the Imperial House. 
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(2) the security of litV ami pn.nnt. il:*- Citrryr.ie on* of Korea'; 
■promises to Japan to reform the admin.‘•'.ration nf the Government 
anti correct exiting a rises, (i) to reorganize the army tad the cur¬ 
rency. On September istayrea; meeting was held at Chong-uo ar i 
speeches were made. Japanese Gendarmes lent their protection and al¬ 
lowed no one br.t members of the urbanization to cuter trie building. ]'-.>! 

Xhie rearor. the people ticlicveil Hint the society w«*< o pto-Joper.e.'e '*nc 

and consequently its influence wjs very small. It tried to exert jnflnev.ee 
by persuading Sin Keui-sOu to accept the vice Prinie-Minister'sport?oilc-, 
which Lhe Emperor had offered him hut which he had decline; 1 . Ht 
did so and for a time he helped the new society bat be soon Rave 
it up. 

Or. Septeuitier 2 nfl a Mudang near the "Water Gate" was seized, 
dressed in her professional clothes, taken all about the city with her 
face dan bed with red ard white pair.t and with her professional 
instruments carried by a servant This was a deadly disgrace and all tbe 
Marian g class were in consternation. At last she was shipped of hej 
Mudang garments aud driven away in her under garments aloDC. and 
oil the clothes, instruments, etc., were burned ou tbe b;g street 

On Cbun-wuu bas beenmade tbe bead of a monopoly which is to 
handle all the cow-hide business in Korea. Just wliot this means it is 
hard to sav. but we may be sure that :i will not work to the detriment 
of Mr. 0 m’« private purse. 

Mr. MOgata, tbe uew udvi«er to tl»* Finance l)ppartmi,nt arrived in 

f>eoul at the end of Septeml>er. We uiderataud be intends to make a 
close study of financial conditions in Korea before beginning active 
work 

Tliis is a good augury of success and it helps to disprove the 
statements of those who claim that the Japanese think they know it all. 

It Is reported that tbv ginseng crop in Sougdo is » failure this year, 
and That only four percent will be harvested. Now ginseng is a plant 
tbat is grown by hand aud the weather has little or nothing to do with 
The weather. We make the guess tbat interested panics have already 
pulled tbe crop and put it in a safe place. 

Yi Pom-jin. tbe very pertinacious Minister to Russia. Was notified 
several times that his removal from the Russian Court was desired, but 
bi- refused co comply. He has therefore been dismissed. 

Oc September 5 tb forty-five men ou; 01 14b condidates were 
selected to go lo Japan to study. Many of these were very undesirable 
men, some of whom were being forced to go and others were running 
away without tbe knowledge o* tbeir families. The Minister of Educa¬ 
tion refused to send them and determined to make a new selection but 
the Japanese paper* attacked tbe Minister on the ground tbat he 
wanted to send only yatigbans. so the men already selected were re¬ 
tained. 

The Foreign Office asked tbe Japanese in remove tbe signs that 
ibey »ci op 0,1 j t-buui kinwii flic City and tbe river u> the affect lliul 
ibis mls laud required for military purposes and must no. be sold. The 
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JjjuLcac replied that the Jaud »uula eventually be required end refused 
to comply. 

A drunken Japanese wantonly attacked a Korean policeman out¬ 
side the Soutli Gate. The -Mayor ol Seoul asked the Japanese authorities 
to punish the man but they replied that he hati run away and could 
not be found. 

The Governor at Pyeng Yung uunouuced to the Foreign Okice tluvt 
the Japanese have demanded a part of the land set apart for the Im¬ 
perial Palace in Pyeng Yang for tite Railway station and asks that a 
strong protest be made. 

The new Mayor of Seoul, Kiel Cbbng-grun. has made t pretty- 
clean sweep o: the sorceresses and fortune tellers. A large quantity of 
their books, pictures, instruments, garments, knives, spears drums 
etc., etc., were burned in front «! the Mayor's office early in Sep¬ 
tember. 

It is reported that the receipts of the Seocl-Chernulpo Railway for 
tl»e half year were yen 25Ji.59S.74. 

Vi Vong-t’i hoe beer, appointed Minister of the Household in the 

place of Min Pyung-suk. 

About the tenth of September a serious iiflray occurred In Kong-ju 
where the. people rose in revolt Hgmnst the magistrate, stoned the 
vamen, attacked and wounded the magistral': with knives but did not 
kill him. ftnldiers were sent tbeie and the people quieted down hat 
the leaders of the attack wrre trot arrestee, it is said tuot Japanese 
troops will be sent there to preserve order. 

The Minister of Education aud other ofitcisls wem *0 Chemulpo to 
attend the graduation excuses in a large Japanese school lor Koieans 
about the :oth of September. 

Chang Seung-vviiu has been appointed Governor of North Kvunp- 
sang Province, aud in North IIa:u-gyurg Province a Militaiy Governor. 
Chong Keui-t'ik. has taken the place of the civil Governor Yi Yur-ji 
because of the military operations :n that section of the country. 

His Majesty suflered for some days from a throat trocble during 
September bnt is now- nearly well. 

A new oloh has been formed called the TA-tonp-ko-ak-pu or ‘’The 
Gieat Easterc club.” It :t for the purpose ol bi.ugiug Koreans uud 
Japanese into social relations with each other. The opening of the 
dull took place or. September 25 at the TS-gvrOn-jflng, which will be 
used as a club-house. 

It is With great regret that we have to record the death of the 
infect sou of Rev. and Mrs. IVcatsn, of Mckpc. Ii took place in Seoul 
on the aoTh of September. 

Chi September 21st a Jajiaucse Captain, eight gendarmes and furly 
soldiers look three Koreans who had tampered with the railway and 
shot them near Mupo. One of the Koreans from A-o-gi near 
Seoul, one from Yung-jc and one from near Mapo. The charge was 
that they had polled itp some cl the truck on 11 military railway :n 
Korea. The charge was doubtless true. The Koreans claimed that tiie 
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read ran across their fields which bad not beer paid for and they tore 
ap the track in retaliation, No foreigners witnessed the execution but 
thousands of Koreans saw it and it wity probably prevent any more act* 
of the Kind. One of the Koreans was shot eight times before he finally 
expired. 

A Japanese who kept a Koicau school in Clie,UK-hcuug, Chni'.o 
Proving, disappeared and afitl four days one of the scholars fouud hi** 
body hanging from a tiee. He is supposed to have committed suicide, 

A special prefect was appointed to investigate the trouble in Si- 
henng where the prefect was killed by the mob. Japanese troops went 
there and seized seven mob leaders aud brought them to Seoul. 

The Koreans have discovered a new way of getting even with an 
enemy. They simply denounce him to the Japenese as a Russian spy. 
This is sure to land him in durance vile, for a few weeka at least, until 
the matter is investigated. A special case has been brought to our 
notice lately. A man of some means but entirely ignorant of letters 
was employed in connection with the cnlinary department in the palace. 
An enemy of his told the Japanese that he was a Russian epv and was iu 
communication with the Russians. He was seized, all his papers includ' 
J ng valuable deeds and promissory note* were taken, but nothing of an 
Incriminating nature was discovered. Still he is in confinement and uo 
one knows when he will be liberated. Meanwhile all his interests are 
miQcriug, including his reputation. If he is discharged, who will make 
good tkeae loeises which he has suffered, on the merest suspicion ? 

On account of the fall of Liaoyang the Japanese in Korea held a 
mighty celebration. The triumphal arches, the waving Hags, the pro¬ 
cessions. the lanterns, the vociferous "bauzais 4 ’ all gave evidence of the 
national enthusiasm. 

A Korean company has been organized with a capital of foo.uou to 
establish a great national newspaper called the Kuk-minsin-mun or 
‘•The National People's Newspaper." It ia sAid that the government 
favors the undertaking and so far the Japanese have made uo objection. 

Many students have been selected for the new School of lnduetiy. 
Agriculture aud Commerce, which bid» fair to take na luipuiinul place 
in the educational field in Korea. 

Won U-Ktng. one of the strongest aien in government circles, find¬ 
ing that bis advice wm neglected and that oi political adventuiers was 
being listened to, has left the capital aad gone to the country. This is 
one of the worst signs of the time. 

The government has ordered the students who were .sent to Russia 
to remove to Berlin. From there they will probably return to Korea. 

Many Tanghaks gathered in Sara-deuag about 42c li northwest of 
Seoul and threatened to move on the capita! but later they heard that 
Japanese troops were facing tn tbe:r direction and so they "folded theif 
tents like the Arabs and at silently stole away." 

The Japanese commanding officer at Ah-ju announced to the gov¬ 
ernor oi North Pjccg-au that live men [names appended! in Ileui-ciruc 
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had liel'ied til** Russian- lit the tiiirr oi (heir late rani Hurt had jiiven ln« 
r-irnia'Jotl ubcat Japanese motcmciUs. He therefore said tbit ;hc*e 
men would be taken to An-ju and shut. Thi;. was done. 

I J C>ur thousand six lrmdr^d yen are to be expended upon tlic ruads 
:n and near Sung-du. 

Four Koreans wh - grsd'Wled free: a military school in Japan were 
token to the fiont by the Japajcsc military authorities and Urey there 
exhibited such a disposition to fight that they were given small com- 
mauds and fought ail the wax |tom the Vain to I,iao-yang, hut were not 
in the great buttle which delivered that city iulo the hands of the Jap¬ 
anese. They were highly complimented by the Japanese commanders. 

His Excellency A. Monaco, the Indian Minister, left Seoul for Pe¬ 
king early in October for a month'* stay More goin;t be was given a 
first-darf definition by the Korean Emperor. 

The government Las .tske-.i the Japanese to designate particularly 
the exact portions of land w hich they need for military purposes be¬ 
tween Seoul uad the Hun River. 

It is said that the Javanese will take prompt steps to survey for a 
railway between Seoul and Wonsan and that the work will be begun as 

soon as possible. 

Yi Yong-lai has been appointed Minister of the Home Office in 
place of Oho Pyung-p il. 

The mecn^crs oi the II-chin Society once and for all proved their 
gtCatuesn by cutting Oil ilicii hair but it tuened out that, like Sam&ou, 
the loss of ;heir hair got them into troub-. for tbey tell nnder the con¬ 
tempt of the people and the authorities turned against them. Many 
were imprisoned, bat they weic again released and at the preseal lime 
are finding fault with the government on several scores. The whole 
thing is quite contemptible and the great mass of the Korean public 
knows it 

On Sept, i' 4 lb a new society was launched upon the stormy sea oi 
Korean politics. It is called the Kuk-rnin or Naturnal I'eopU's Society. 
This organization probably Jins ilie sanctiou of the highest Korean an- 
liiurilies uml vus designed to oc* us an offset to the H-ehin Society. It 
has five principles > i i to uphold the Imperial Hoosc. ( 2 ) to cause u bel¬ 
ter siate of xeeling between the upper and. lower classes. (3) the foster¬ 
ing of friendly relations with foreign Powers, (4) to uphold domestic 
and international law, (5) to watch against men who have fled toe COUB* 
«.ri, tonghaksc.ny others who threaten the Stale. 

A number of detectives have been chosen lo go to the country and 
discover hw rhiDgs stand in the di&aflectcd ditlricts. 

Now that the army is being reorganized the Board of Generals will 
he abolished and the power centralized in the War Department, . 

• The committee appointed to effect reforms in the army has recom¬ 
mended among other tilings the establishment of an arsenal. We tru.-* 
the Japanese n*»l) see to it that better advice than this will he followed. 
Enough u:r>uev bar- been wos’er or new ventures. It had better tie 
speut on making some o! the old ones a success. 
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It ha* been brought to our notice that the Jupan Gazette has quoted 
onre or twice from the Korea Daily A',-ret an <3 credited it to the The 
Korea Rr.'iew. We are sure that ibis most be merely an oversight on 
the part of the G-tse/U hut we hope that the editor of that paper will be 
careful to give the Daily News the credit of any matter quoted from 
that jourua!. 

Mr. Oura the Japanese Minister of Communication is making a vi* t 
to Seoul- Much good will evidently he done if leading Japanese olfic- 
ia)s visit Korea and seethe conditions existing here. We wish more of 
them would come. 

The Emperor ordered the liberation of all prisoners younger than 
15 years and older thnti ?o Tbie nppnrmi on September 3rd. 

The Emperor's birthday fell on September jili hut on account of the 
Court being in mourning for the Empress Dowager there were no con¬ 
siderable festivities. The foreign representatives and employees were 
received at a quiet audience in the Ton-dfcck Hall. 

The general opinion among Koreans if that the rice crop this year 
will be somewhat below 8 medium point. This, together with the un¬ 
usually good crop in Japan, may afiect the export figures to some 
extent A> any rate the price of old rice has not ialleu, as is custo¬ 
mary at this Season. 

Tlie Home Office has announced to every prefecture that the 
selection of Korean coolies for work in Manchuria has been discon¬ 
tinued and he orders that all agitation on that, score should cease. 

The Superintendent of Trade at Pyeng Yang hat sent to Seoul 
•trough* protesting against the absorption of government gronr.ri hy 
Korean Catholics for the purpose of building a church near the Imperial 
palace. He asks that the French authorities he appealed to stop 
thiswerk. The charge is that to Certain land which the Roman 
Catholics have bought they have added a certain tract belonging to the 
government and to which they have no claim. We have not heard 
the other side of the story, which aiigh; put a very different com¬ 
plexion upon the affair. 

Or. September 5th the Japanese Minister said to the government 
tbai if Korea was not be prepared to establish n consulate in Hawaii she 
should put the mutter into the bauds of the Japanese Consulate there. 
T he matter has not been settled. 

Forty-five men have at last beer found who will go to Japan to 
study. It is said the Minister of Education wjll go to Japan to look 
into the matter of education there. 

All these things crowded SO thick and last upon each other that 
there war sc,1 reel 1 breathing-spoce between ihein, hut the rare inteivals 
were improved by several games of baseball, all of which were rather 
ragged but great fun nevertheless, lu the li.-si oue the. Seoul nine wi>.s 
defeated by the ■•Coitrliynier.” by a score of twelve to ten, though it 
must be confessed that there it some uncertainty about the exact score, 
lu the second game the American soldier* beat u team chosen from 
among the foreign re&deut* by a score of seventeen to fourteen, and 
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u Hcconri x n,,,r resulted in «. win for the resident* against the soldier* 
by thirteen to 8?*. 

It is with grtat pieasur t that we note the retnrn to Seoul of Rev. 
W. II. Scranton, M.I),. and family. Mrs. M. F. Scranton also returns 
to resume work among the women. We congratulate the foreign 
community and especially the Korean church upou this happy event. 

The loreigu children's school has resumed work, uuder the super¬ 
intendence o: iliss Scranton, and bids fair to be an even more flourish¬ 
ing concern than ever. There are twenty-one children enrolled, 

The Governor of South Ham-gyung telegraphed on the 26th of 
September that the Japanese and Russians had fought a small engage¬ 
ment near Tuk won and that tbe Russians had retired. 

<>n September 26th an Imperial Edicf put an end to the H*chin 
Society. The reason for this is said to be as follows. The-Governor 
of South Pycng An Province stut an urgent message saving that the 
tonghaks in f uu-ch’un. Miug-sau, Youg-duk aud Yong-yu were mak¬ 
ing 11 -chin Society flags aud claiming that they were members of that 
ftoeitsty and tbal miiny of them ha<l gone up to &euu2 to take port in 

the proceedings It began to look as if the society were assuming too 
large proportions. 

Hong Seang-nok of Yflne-byfln has been shot by the Japanese for 
stealing one of the electric batteries connected with the telegraph 
office in that place. 

Mews from Kok-Sau seems to indicate that sen arts trouble has 
ar.sen. In the riots which have occurred both Koreans and Japanese 
have been killed. Japanese troops have been despatched to that town. 
If the Japanese have to send troops to every town where there are local 
disturbances it is likely to require a considerable army. 
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The Summer and Autumn of this year i8v6 saw the pro¬ 
mulgation of a large number of edicts of a saiutarv nature, 
relating to the more systematic coliectiou of the national 
revenues, the reorganization of gubernatorial and prefectural 
systems, the definition of the powers and privileges of pro¬ 
vincial officials, the further regulation of the postal system, 
the definition of the powers of the superintendents of trade 
in the open ports, the abolition of illegal taxation and the 
establishment of courts of law in the various provinces and 
in the open ports. As many of these reforms survived the 
collapse of theliberal party they must be set down as definite 
results .which justify the existence of that party and make 
its cve r *hroiv a matter of keen regiei to those who have at 
heart the best interests of the country. 

All this time Russian interests bad been cared for 
sedulously. The king remained in close touch with the 
Legation and Col. Potiata aac three other Russian officers 
were put in charge of the Palace Guard, while Kim Hotig- 
nyuk. the erstwhile water-carrier, continued to absorb the 
good things in the gift of His Majesty. And yet the Rus¬ 
sians with all their power did not attempt to obstruct tbe 
plans of the subjects of other Powers in Korea. Mr. Stripling, 
a British subject, was made adviser to the Police Depart¬ 
ment. a mining concession was granted to a German syndi¬ 
cate ; an American was put iu charge of a Normal School, 
Dr. Brown continued to direct the work of the Finauce De¬ 
partment and tbe work on the Seoul Chemulpo Railway was 
pushed vigorously by an American syndicate. The Russians 
held in their hauds the power to put a stop to nr rich of this, 
but they appeared to be satisfied, with holding the power 
without exercising it. 
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Chapter XXIII. 

Material ref or ms . growth of conservative feeling.. ..Rnsamr infin- 

ence . Mr. de Speyer-bis act!city . attack on Dr. Brown .. 

England interposes.. .establishment of the Empire... .the Queen’* 
funeral... .opening of 189X....Rneciane over-reach tbercselve* 

-the death of Prince TS-wan . a paradox . withdrawal of the 

Russian employees., .Independence Clut» beyond control 
abdication conspiracy.... Ynn Chi-ho before the Emperor... .fall of 
Kim flong-nyuk ..attempted regicide. ...foreign body-guard ... 
Independent program .. .popular meetings... .peddlars’ guild ... 
lodepcudciil^ *sk lobe arrested.... more government couce&»i«iu» 

... .Independents arrested... .final overthrow of the Independence 
party. » 

Tbc first half of 1897 was characterized by three special 
features in Korea. The first was a continuance of so- 
called reforms, all of which were of a utilitarian character. 
A gold mine concession was given to a German syndicate, a 
Chinese Language School and other schools were founded 
and the difficult work of cleaning out the Peking Pass was 
completed, ft was announced that Chiuuarapo aud Mokpo 
would he opened to »rade in the Autumn. The second' 
feature was Ibc steady growth of the conservative element 
which was eventually to resume complete control of the 
government. As early as May of this year the editor of the 
Korean Repository said with truth "The collapse is as com¬ 
plete as it is pathetic. Af'cr the King came to the Russian 
Legation the rush of the reform movement could not be 
stayed at once nor even deflected. But soon there came the 
inevitable reaction. Reforms came to he spoken of less and 
less frequently. There was a decided movement backwards 
toward the old, well-beaten paths. But it was impossible to 
1 establish the old order of things entirety.. We come then 
to ihc period of the revision of laws. Shortly after the King 
removed to the new palace an edict was put forth orderiug 
the appointment of a Commission for the Revision of the 
l^iws. This was received with satisfaction by the friends of 
progress. This commission contained the names of many 
prominent meD such as K m Pyting-si, Pak Ch6ng-yang and 
Yi Wan-yong as welt as the uanics of Dr. Brown, General 
Greathouse. Mr. Legendre and Dr. Jaisohn.'’ But by the 
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twelfth of April the whole thing was dropped and the stroug 
hopes of the friends of Korea were again dashed to the 
ground. The third feature of this period is the growing 
importance of Russian influence :ti Seoul. The training of 
the Korean oreny Lad already been tolu-n cut o* Japau<'c 
hands and given to Russians and iu August thirteen mote 
Russian military instructors were imported. It was plain 
that Russia mtant to carry out an active policy iu koree. 
Russian admirals, including. Admiral Alexeief, made fr«r- 
^uexst visits to Seoul, and ac last Russia made public avpwi.! 
of her purposes, when she removed Mr. Waeber, who hid 
served her so long and faithfullv here aud sent Mr. A. dc 
Speyer to take his place. There was an immediate and 
ominous change in the tone which Russia assumed. From 
the very first de Speyer showed plainly that he was sent beie 
to impart a new vigor to Russo-Korean relations; that things 
had been going too slow. It is probable that complaints had 
been made because in spite of Russia's predominating influence 
at the Korean Court concessions were being given to Americans. 
Germans and others outside. De Rpever soon showed the 
Color of his instructions and began a course of brow-beating, 
the futility of which must have surprised hitc. U was oa 
September 7th that he arrived, arid wilbio a month he had 
begun operations so actively that he attracted the attention 
of the world. I11 the first place he demanded ;i coaling 
station at Fusan on Deer Island which commands the 
entrance to the harbor. This was a blow aimed directly at 
Japan and sure to he resented. It came to uot'uing. Then 
Mr, Kir AlcxcicfT arrived from Russia, an agent of the 
Finance Department in St. Petersburg. Iu the face of the 
fact that Dr. Brown was Chief Commissioner of Custom aud 
Adviser to the Finance Department, Mr. Alexeirff was ap¬ 
pointed by the Foreign Office as director of the Fiuaiice 
Impairment. But the policy of bluff which dc Speyer had 
inaugurated was not a success; be carried it so far that he 
aroused the strong opposition of other Powers, 901 ably Eng¬ 
land, and before the end of the year, after only three mouths 
of incnmbency. de Speyer was called away from Seoul. As 
we. shall.see, the whole, of his work was overthrown in the 
following Spring. 


Google 


0 cjhsl frcii 

r OIIIOSTATC LMIVfRf 



420 


KOREAN HISTORY. 


But we must retrace onr steps a little and record some 
other interesting events that happened during the closing 
months of 1897. It was on October 17th that the King went 
to the Imperial Altar and there was crowned Emperor of Tai- 
hao. This had been some time in contemplation and as 
Korea was free from foreign suzerainty she hastened, while 
it was time, to declare herself an empire. This step was 
recognized by the treaty powers within a short period and 
so Korea toot her place on an equality with China and 
Japan. 

On November 21st the funeral ceremony of the late 
Queen was held. It was a most imposing pageant. The 
fuueral procession passed at night out of the city to the tomb 
where elaborate preparations had been made,anda large num¬ 
ber of foreigners assembled there to witness the obsequies. 

The situation iu Korea os the year J898 opened was 
something as follows. The conservatives had things well 
iu baud and the Independence Club was passing on to its 
final effort and its final defeat. The work of such men as 
Dr. Joisobu was still tolerated but the King and the most In¬ 
fluential officials chafed under the wholesome advice that 
they received aud it was evident that the first pretext would 
be eagerly seized for terminating a situation that was getting 
very awkward for both sides. The reaction was illustrated 
in au attack ou the Independent by wbjch the Korean postal 
department refused 10 carry it in the mails. The Russians 
had taken the bull by the horns and were finding that they 
had undertaken more than they could carry through without 
danger ol serious complications. The Russian government 
saw this and recalled de Speyer in time to preserve much of 
their influence iu Seoul. The Emperor, being now in his 
own palace but wit!* easy access to the Russian Legation, 
; ccms to hare lent his voice to the checking of the reform 
propayauda aud in this he was heartily seconded by his lead¬ 
ing officials. The most promising aspect of the situation was 
the determined attitude of the British government relative to 
the enforced reliremeut of i>r. Brown. When it became evi- 
dcut that a scarcely concealed plan was ou foot to oust British 
«nd oilier foreigners iu Korea, Greet B<itaiu by a single word 
nod by a concentration of war vessels at Chemulpo chapged 
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the whole program of the Russians: but as it appeared later 
the Russian plans were only changed, not abandoned. So t!w 
year opened with things political in a very unsettled stat-- 
Everything was in transition. The Independents and »!:■: 
Russians had some idea of what they wanted but seemed tv 
be at sea as to the :neans for accomplishing it. The coiv.< ■ 
vatives alone sat still and held on. sure that in the long rt;»: 
they would triumph even if they could Dot stop the march of 
material progress ia the cleaning of the streets and the build¬ 
ing cf railways. 

February of i 898 saw the taking off of the most com¬ 
manding figure in Korean public life during the nineteenth 
century, in the person of Prince Tft-wfln the father of the Era- 
perpor, formerly Regent. For almost forty years be had l«ni 
mure or ltibs inliruntcly connected with thestiring events which 
have marked the present reign. The things which specially 
marked his career are (1} the Roman Catholic persecution of 
i860, (2) the determined oppostion to the opening of the 
country to foreign intercourse. '(3) the building of the Kyong- 
bok Palace. (4) the debasing of Korean currency, (5) the feud 
with the Queen’s party, (6) the temporary exile in China, (7) 
the assassiuation of the Queen. Whatever may be said for or 
against the Prince because of his policy be remains iu the 
minds of the people a stroug, independent character, and 
they cannot fail to admire the man even though they have to 
conderau his policy. His adherents stood by him with splen¬ 
did loyalty even in the hours of his disgrace, because be was ia 
some sense really great. 

This time was characterized by curious inconsistencies. 
At the same time that an edict was promulgated stath g that 
no more concessions would be granted to foreigners the Seoul 
Electric Company was organized to construct a tramway ami 
a lighting plant in Seoul. Material improvements continued 
parallel with, but in the opposite direction from, tbe policy of 
the Government. An agreement was even entered into with 
£® American firm for the construction of a system of watei 
works for Seoul at a cost of some seven million yen. 

The failing hopes of the Independence Club drove it to 
its final place, that of protest. Memorials began to punr in 
protesting against this and that. Iu February it complained 



O* zinol Ten 

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 



r;.>R£*N KiSTORY. 


A -2 

•j! Jnreign control m Korm. directing the atrack apparently 
upon the Russian pretentious: but if so it was unnecessary, 
for by the first of March the Russians decided tliat their posi¬ 
tion was untenable or that a temporary withdrawal of pleasure 
from Seoul would facilitate operations in other directions, and 
so. under cover of a complaint as to the vacillating policy of 
the Korean (io;rrninert they proposed to remove Mr. Alex- 
i*it tT from his uncomfortable position vis-a-vis Dr. Hrown and 
also take away all the military instructors. I'crhnps they 
were under the impression that this startling proposal would 
frighten the Government into making protestations that would 
increase Russian influence here, but it so they were dis¬ 
appointed for the Government prompt!v accepted their pro¬ 
position and dispensed with the services of these m:-n. No 
doubt tin Government h»d come to look with some anxiety 
upon tbe growing influence of Russia here and with ttic same 
oscillatory motion as of yore made a strong move ir. the op¬ 
posite direction when the opportunity came. The Korean 
Government has been nearly as astute as Turkey in playing 
off her "fiiewls" against each other. 

Just one month later April 12th N. Matnniue relieved 
Mr- de Mpcyer. the Russo-Koreau bank closed ilsdoors. thr Rus¬ 
sian military and other officers took their departure and a very 
strained situation was relieved for the time being. At about 
the same time I)r. Jaisohu was paid off and left the country, 
the management of the Independent falling into other hands. 
This event was important as strewing the hopeless state into 
which tlie Independence Club and all other friends of pr ogress 
had fallen. Vrom this time on the tone of tbe club grew 
sleadily more petulant. The older men in it who saw that 
the time was not ripe for reform withdrew' and left the man¬ 
agement of th- chib and the determination of its policy in 
the hands of younger men who bad not the experience neces¬ 
sary- for the handling of such ofiairs ; ard although in Yuo- 
Chi-ho. the president of the Club, it had a clear-headed and 
devoted man he was not able to control tbe youug blood that 
had begun to run with something too feverish a course in 
the veins of tbe society. The excited state of the public 
mind is proved by the fact that several oilier daily and weekly 
periodicals sprang tip* debating societies flourished and people 
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began to talk about things. The conservations laid all these 
things up against the Independence Club and awaited their 
time. 

The summer of this year furnished Seoul with some ex¬ 
citement in the ahape of a discovered conspiracy to force the 
King to abdicate, place the Crown Prince on the throne and 
institute a new era in Korean history. The plot, if snch it 
may be called, was bad 13’ planned and deservedly fell through. 
It was one of the foolish moves called out by the excitement 
engendered in the independence movement. An Kyung su, 
ex-president of the Independence Club, was tbe party mainly 
implicated and he saved himself only by promptly decamping 
and putting himself into the hands of the Japanese. 

Abont the same time the Independence Club came into 
direct opposition to the Government in its strong protest against 
the appointment of the conservative Cho Pyiing*sik to the 
vice-presidency of the Council of State. The commotion, en¬ 
gendered by this, resulted in Mr. Yun Chi-ho being called be¬ 
fore the Emperor, where he made a strong appeal in favor of 
the Independence Club and asserted the continued loyalty of 
the club toward His Majesty. Unfortunately he asserted that 
the Emperor having sanctioned the founding of the club could 
disband it merely by Imperial decree. For the time, this ap¬ 
peal sufficed and the immediate object of tbe society was se¬ 
cured, but the Emperor did not forget that he had it iu his 
power to dissolve the club by a single word. As a fact, the 
mere sanction of the founding of the Club gave no more power 
to dissolve it than tbe wedding ceremony which a clergyman 
performs gives the right in future to dissolve that union. 
There cau be no doubt that from this time on the Emperor 
was determined to eliminate this disturbing element at the 
first opportunity. He had no sympathy with its platform, 
one platik of which was the curtailment of the Imperial 
prerogative. 

August saw the fall of Kim Hong-nyuk, the former Rus¬ 
sian interpreter, who ruffled it so proudly at Court on account 
of his connection with the Russiac Legation. For a year he 
had a good time of it and amassec great wealth, but when 
tbe Russians withdrew their influence in March of this year 
Kin* lost all bis backing aud thenceforward bisdoom was as 
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sure a.s fate itself. The genuiue noblemen whose honors he 
had filched were on his track and in Angust he was accused, 
deposed and banished. This did not satisfy his enemies how¬ 
ever, but an opportunity came when on September tenth an 
attempt was made to posion the Emperor and the Crown 
Prince. The attempt came ucar succeeding and in the in¬ 
vestigation which followed one of the scullions deposed that 
be had been instructed by a friend of Kim Hoog-nyuk to 
put something into the coffee. How Kim. away in banish- 
ment. con'd have bad anything to do with it would he bard 
to teil. He may have conceived ‘lie plan but the verdict of a 
cairn and dispassionate toind must be that he probably knew 
nothing about it at all. However, in such a ca«e, someone 
must suffer. The criminal must be found; and it is more than 
probable dial ‘hose wlx> hated Kim Hoog-uyuk thought be 
would make an excellent scape-goat. He was tried, con¬ 
demned atul executed. 

About the same time the Emperor came to the conclu¬ 
sion that he would like to have a foreigu body-giurd. C. R. 
Greathouse was sent to Shanghai to find the material for this 
guard. Thirty men were- picked tip, of various nationalities, 
and they arrived in Seoul on Seotembcr fifteenth. This 
move caused intense excitement and opposition. The Inde- 
jiendcncc Club was in the fore-front of the protest that whs 
made. A dozen good arguments u ere adduced showing why 
this siionld not be be done, and no unanimous was the senti¬ 
ment that the Kmperor yielded to |>opuiar ‘clamor and dis¬ 
missed the men. but this, again, cannot but have set the .Em¬ 
peror against ’.he Independence Club, inasmuch at they had 
been principally instrumental in thwarting a pet scheme of 
his own. 

The month of September witnessed better things than 
’best, however. Tim } a pa news obtained their concession for 
I hr S«roiiM*n.sao Railway, an e' ent of great importance every 
wav and one that will mr.iiv, much io Korea. 

in Sepiember .he 1 miependenee Club determined that it 
would be well to put forward * program of work in place of 
the merely destructive criticism which had fo*- some time 
characterised its policy. An appeal was made to the general 
public to assemble, in order 1 o suggest reforms. Whether 
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\h\<i w.'i? wise or not is s question. A popular assembly in 
Korea is hardly capable of couiiug to wist; conclusions or to 
participate i:i plans for constructive statesmanship. In Ad¬ 
dition io this an appeal to the people was inevitably con-uu- 
ed by lie conservatives as a desperate measure which iuvited 
revolution, in a sense they were justfied in so thinking, for 
the general populace of Korea never has risen in protest un¬ 
less the evils under which they are suffering have clriveu 
them to the last court of appeal, raob law. The move was in 
the direction of democracy and no one can judge that the 
people of Korea are reach for any such tiling. 

However this may he, a mass meeting was held at Cho.ig- 
r>o, to which represents*. itv*> of si! closes were called. The 
following articles were formulated aud presented to tiie 
cabinet for imperial sanction. 

(1) Neither officials nor people shall depend upon foreign 
aid. but shall do their best to strengthen and uphold the Im¬ 
perial power. 

(2) All documents pertaining to foreign loans, the hiting 
of foreign soldiers, the granting of concessions, &c.. in fact 
every document drawn up between the Korean government 
and a foreign party or firm, shall be signed and* sealed by all 
the Ministers of State and the President of the Privy Council. 

(3) Important offenders shall be punished only after 
they have been given a public trial and ample opportunity to 
defend themselves. 

{ 4 ) To His Majesty shall belong the power to appoint 
Ministers, but in case a majority of the cabinet disapproves 

of the Emperor’s nominee l>c shall not be appointed. 

(5 1 Aik sources of revenue and methods of raising taxes 
shall be placed under the control of the Finance Department, 
no other department or officer ar corporation being allowed 
to interfere therewith ; and the annual estimates and r.ces 
shall be marie public 

(6) The existing laws aud regulations shall l>e enforced 
without fear or favor. 

It will be seen that several cf these measures strike di¬ 
rectly at powers which have been held fur centuries by the King 
himself and it cannot be supposed that His Majesty would 
jistm willingly *.i> I lie voice of the common people whim they 
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demanded such far-reaeh'i;g innovations. The whole thing 
was utterly distasteful to him,but the united voice of the peo¬ 
ple is a serious matter. In such a country as Korea the 
clearly announced statement of the common people as to their 
wishes carries with it the implication that they have come to 
the poiut where they arc ready to make trouble if their de¬ 
mands arc not complied with. The intensity of the popular 
feeling was shown in the general closing of shops and in the 
attendance even of women upon the mass meeting*. The re¬ 
actionists were seriously startled by these demonstrations, and 
tt became necessary to temporize. These demands were not 
such as would involve any immediate changes ; they all look-' 
ed to the future. So it was an easy matter simply to comply 
with the demands and wait for the public feeling to subside. 
On the last day of September His Majesty ordered the carry¬ 
ing out of these six propositions. 

The trouble was that the conservatives felt that they had 
not sufficient physical power to oppose a popular uprising. 
The temporary concession was made with no idea of real com¬ 
pliance, and was immediately followed by measure* for secur¬ 
ing a counter demonstration. The instrument selected for 
this purpose was the old-time Peddlar's Guild. This was a de¬ 
funct institution, bur the name survived, and the conserva¬ 
tives used it to briug together a large number of men who 
were ready for any sort of work, that would mean pay. These 
were organized into a company whose duty it was lo run 
counter to all popular demonstrations like those which bad just 
been made. No sooner was this hireling band organized than 
His Majesty, in pursuance of the hint dropped some months 
before by the President of the Independence Club, ordered 
the disbanding of the Club. From this time on the Inde¬ 
pendence Club was no longer recognized by the Government 
and was an illegal institution, by the very terms of the un¬ 
fortunate admission of its President that the Emperor could 
nl any time disband it by Imperial decree. Mr. Yun Chi-hn 
bad by this time come to see that the Club was runuiwg to 
dangerous extremes and was likely to cause serious barm ; 
and lie and o:hers worked with all tlteir power to curb the 

excitement aod secure rational action on the pari of the 
members of the Club. But the time when such counsels 
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conlfi prevail had already passed. The Club knew that the 
principles it advocated wrie correct and it was angn’ at the 
stubborn opposition that it mrt. It was ready to go to any 
lengths to Secure its ends. Passion took the place of jndg- 
w, 'd the overthrow of the opposition loomed laiger in 
its view than the accomplishment of its rational ambitions. 

Instead of dispersing in* compliance with the Imperial 
order rhe assembled Independents went in a body to the 
Police Headquarters and asked to be arrested. This is a 
peculiarly Korean mode of proceduie. the idea being thar i< 
pvt on Irial they would be able to shame their adversaries ; 
and incidentally ir embarrassed the adminStrattoa, for the 
prison woii-d not suffice to hold the multitude that demoted 
Tor incarceration. The crowd was altogether too large and 
too determined for the Peddlers to attack and another conces¬ 
sion bad to be made. The Independents, for it can no longer 
be called th; Independent Cinb, offered to disperse on condi¬ 
tion that they be guaranteed freedom of speech. The 
demand was immediately complied with; anything to disperse 
that angry crowd which under proper leadership might at 
any moment do more than make verbal demands. So on the 
next day an Imperial decree granted the right of free speech. 
This concession, likewise, was followed by a hurried musler of 
all the pe-ddlars and their more complete organization. 
Backed by official aid and Imperial sanction they were pre¬ 
pared to come to blows with the people who should assemble 
for the purpose of making further demands upon the Emperor. 

Shortly before this the Kmperor had consented to the 

proposition th3t the Independence Club should choose by 
ballot from their own ntimber twenty-five men who sboulc 
sit in the Privy Council. This couucil had for a time ex- 
■cruised some influence during the earlier months of Ur. 
Jaisohn’s residence in Seoul but it had lost all power and had 
become a limbo to which were politely relegated those whom 

the government did not care to use and yet was unwilling lo 
■dismiss. The edict of the Emperor disbanding the Club 
■would Ih* supposed to countermand this order for election, but 
the Independents themselves did not so view i:. awd the day 
set for the election was November 5th, The conservatives 
vow deemed themselves strong enough to try conclusions 
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with the outlawed Club a*sd before daylight of November 5th 
scvecteen of the leadtcg men o! tbe I ink-pen deuce Club were 
arrested and lodged in jail. Mr. Yen, the president, nar¬ 
rowly escaped arrest. It was a: ter wards ascertained that 
the plan of the captors was to kill the president 01 the Club 
before he couid leceivt aid from the cm aged people. 

When rnOitiing came ana the *rv-s; be cam- known the 
city hummed like a beehive. A surging crowd tvas unused 
ir; front of the Supreme Court demanding loudly tnc telcasv 
ol lac pru-oDcrir who h:;d boon uvjuj.u, s-o tbe uuvTiyinou* 
placard 1 announced. of conspiring to ettobiish a irpubnc! 
Again the popular feeling was too strong for the courage cf 
the peediar thugs k::C they remained ;r> liie background. 
The agitation com in tird ail That day and the next, and she iic-xt. 
until the authorities were either frightened into submission 
or, deeming that they had shown the Independents a glimpse 
0: vital they might expect, released the arrested uiea. Bui 
the Independents, so iar from being cowed, bailed this 
as a vindication of their policy and attempted to billow up 
the defeat of the conservatives by demanding the arrest and 
punishment of the people who had played tbe rrick upon tbe 
Cluo. As these men were very prominent officials and bad 
tbe ear of the Hmperor it was not possible to obtain tbe re¬ 
dress demanded. So the month of November wore away in .* 
ferment of excitement. Popular meetings were frequent but 
tbe crowd had not tbe determination to cou>t to conclusions 
with tbe geverr,meet. Tbe conservatives saw this aud with 
utmost nicety gauged the resisting power of tbe malcontents.. 
Tbe offensive tactics of the Utter were coutiscd lucreiy to 
tree speech and the conservatives determined 10 see what 
they would do when on the defensive. Accordingly on the 
morning ol November 2:^1 a band of ruffians, the so-called 
Ticddlars, attacked the people who hail gathered as usual to 
discuss the snrsnsg tpiesii-ons c* the times. Weapons werr 
nsra ami a number of jrrv.pie were iajurid. Tile ludrpndents 
bud ucyer contemplated the use oi forte, and this brutal as¬ 
sail 11 aroused the ire of- the whole people, most of 
wm>nt had not as yet taken sides. Serious hand ir> hand 
fight* occurred in various parts of tbe city and the psddlars, 
coiKCicn^ that even iheir mast murderous allsc.ks would be 
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ecndcned in high places, attempted to whip the people iir.n 
something like quietude. 

On the 26th of November in the midst of this chaotic 
state of things the Emperor granted a great general audience 
outside the great gate of the palace. The Independence 
Club was there in force, and foreign representatives and a 
large number of other foreign residents. It was a jitt:e 
Rnnnymede but with a different ending. Yun Chi-ho was 
naturally the spokesman of the Independence party. He 
made a manly and temperate statement of the position of hit 
constituents. He denounced the armed attacks oi the ped- 
dlars upon people who intended uo violence but ouly desired 
the fulfillment of solemnly made pledges. he called to ac- 
count those who imputed to the Independence Club traitorous 
designs. He urged that the legal existence of the Club 
should be again established by Imperial decree and that the 
six measures so definitely and distinctly promised by His 
Majesty should be carried out There was do possible 
argument to oppose to these requests and the Emperor 
promised to shape the policy of the government in liue with 
these suggestions. Again it was mere promise, made to tide 
over an actual aud present difficulty. The Independence 
people should have recognized this. The Emperor was sur¬ 
rounded by men inimical to the reform program, they had 
the police and the army back of them as well a« the peddiars. 
The Independence party had not a single prominent re¬ 
presentative in any really responsible arid influential gov¬ 
ernment office. They simply had right and tbe precarious voice 
of Korean popular feeling behind them. What was necessary 
was a campaign of education. The program advocated was 
one that could be carried out only nncer a government whose 
personnel was at least approximately up to the standard of 
tlmi program. This could be claimed i»F only two or three 
members of the Independence Club. Having secured ibis 
public promise of His Majesty the club should have waited 
patiently to see what would happen nod if tile promises were 
not kept they shonld have wailed and worked lor a lime 
wheo public sentiment among the leading men would compel 
reform. But as Mr. Yun himself confesses. “Tbe popuh.r 
meetings had gone beyond the control of the ludepcC'-n-i 
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Club and in the face of strong advice to the contrry they 
Were resumed on December 6th and their lunguage became 
careless and impudent. On the sixteenth of December the 
Privy Council recommended the recall of PakYong-hyo from 
Japan. The popular meeting had the imprudence to endorse 
this action. The mint* conservative portion of the people 
revolted against the very mention of the Dame. Suspicion 
was rxctltd that ihr popular agitations had been started in 
the interests of Pak Yong-byo and they instantly lost the 
sympathy of the people.” The enemies of the liberal party 
had probably used this argument to its fullest exteut. and 
when it was seen that the Independence movement had at 
last been deprived of its strongest support, the popular voice, 
its enemies came down upon it with cruel force. In spite of 
voluble promises to tbe contrary large numbers of the 
reform party were arrested and thrown into prison; not, to 
1m* sure, on tin* change of being members of this party, but 
on trumped-up charges of various kinds, especially, that of 

being accessory to the plan of bringing back Pak Yoog-hyo. 
And thns came to an end a political party whose aims were 

of the highest character, whos* methods were entirely 
peaceable but whose principles were so far iu advance of the 
times that from the very first there was no human probability 
of success. But, as Mr. Yuo Cbi-ho said, though the party 
dies the principles which it held will live and eventually 
succeed. 


The year 1S99 opened with political matters in a more 
quiet state than for some years past, owing to the violent re¬ 
pression of the Independence Club and the liberal movement. 
The judgment of the future will be that at this point Japan 
m.ide a serious mistake of omission. Tbe aims and purposes 
of the Independence parly were directly in line with Japan¬ 
ese interest.*, here and if that powerful government had act¬ 
ively interested itself in the success of tire movement and had 
token it for granted that the plan was to be definitely carried 
out the succeeding years would have made very different his¬ 
tory than they aid. But during all this time Japan seems to 
have retiree into comparative quietude, perhaps because she 
saw the coming of her inevitable struggle with Russia and 
was not willing to hasten matters by coming into premature 
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cx»nflcl with the northern power in Korea, pending the com¬ 
pletion of her preparations for the* supreme struggle. 

Through all tins period Russian influence was quietly at 
work securing its hold upon the Korean Court and upon sucb 
members o : the government as it could win over. The gen¬ 
eral populace was always suspicions of her, however, and al¬ 
ways preferred the rougher hand of Japan to the soft but 
heavy hand of Russia. The progress of the Russian plans was 
illustrated when in January of 12*99 a mission of the Greek 
Church was established in Seoul. This suggests some re¬ 
marks upon the general subject of mission work in Korea. 
The Presbyterian Church of America had established work 
here in 18S4 : the Methodist Episcopal Church of America be¬ 
gan work in 1885; the Australian Presbyterian Church in 
iS89;The English Church Mission :» 1890; the Southern 
Presbyterian Church of America in 1892; the Southern 
Methodist Church of America in 1 896 ; the Canadian Pres¬ 
byterian Mission in 1898. Besides these there was indepen¬ 
dent work Under some smaller bodies including one Baptist 
organization and one college mission. When the La*i year 
of the 19th century opened these missions had all become 
firmly established, and important centres of mission work 
were found all over the country, especially in Seoul, Che¬ 
mulpo, Pyeug-yang, Fusan, Wonsan. Ch&o-ju, Kunsau. 
Mokpo, Tfl gu and Soug-do. Prom the very first the Pro¬ 
testant Missions adopted the principle of non-iuterferance 
with political affairs and with the ordinary course of justice 
in Korean courts. It has not always been possible to follow 
this principle implicitly but tbe people have come to learn 
that connection with a Protestant Christian Church will not 
absolve them from their duties and obligations toward their 
own government nor shield them from the results of mis¬ 
conduct. It has been fouud that the Korean temperament 
makes him easily accessible to the rational idealism of 
Christianity. From the very first the form of Christianity 
presented by the Protestant missionaries took bold of the 
Ko:wr8 with great power and hv the end of the first fifteen 
years of work the various missions had some twenty thousand 
adherents. The northern station of the Presbyterian Mis¬ 
sion in Korea attained world-wide notice as beiog, so far 
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•ishuman estimate can go. the most successful mission station 
in the world : and this not merely because of the number of 
people received into Church connection but because af the 
striking results obtained along the line of self support and 
independent Christian work. Hospit Is were established i»» 

Seoul, Fn.«an. Wonsan. Pyeng-vang, TA-gu and Cheuitilpo, 
and schools of various grades both tor boys and gii.s were 
established in almost every mission station. The work of 
Bible translation was carried on steadily until by the end of 
i «99 the whole of the New Testament w*;. pul 111 thr. hands 
of the people at least in tentative form. The Korean Re¬ 
ligious Tract Society, established early in 'he last arcade of 
the century, did heroic work in putting forth Christian 
literature of all kinds. Literary work was represented in 
various grammars and manuals ot Korean, several hymnals, 
an unabridged dictionary and ihc publication of a monthly 
magazine in English called The Korean Repository. 

Before going forward into the new century we should 
note some of the more important material advances that 
Korea had made. Railway concessions for some 600 miles 
o: track had been granted,'half to Japanese and half to a 
French syndicate: several new and important ports had been 
opened, bringing the total number up to ten. inclusive of 
S^onl and Pyeng-vang; miniog concessions had h^er given 
to Americans, English, Germans. French and Japanese, two 
of which had proved at least reasonably successful; timber 
and whaling concessions had been given to Russians ou the 
east side of the peninsula and important fishing rights had 
been given to the Japanese; an attempt at a general system 
of education had been made throughout the country and the 
work of publishiug text books was being pushed; students 
were sent abroaJ to acquire a finished education and 
legations at all the must important political centers were 
established; an attempt at a better currency had been 
made, though it was vitiated by official corruption aud the 
operations of counterfeiters; trade had steadily increased 
and the imports and exports of Korea passed beyond the 
negligible stage: an excellent postal system had been 
inaugurated under foreign supervision, and Korea had en¬ 
tered the Postal Union. 


Die lazed by 


Google 


O-ujii ai lion 

I r 01 1C STATE UNIVER5I 





THE 


KOREA REVIEW. 

OCTOBER, 1904. 

Koreans in Manchuria. 

Seven or eight years ago a number of Koreans were 
sent to Japan to study in a Military School in Tokyo. 
Among the whole number eight graduated with honor in 
1903 . Four of these had become thoroughly attached 
to Japan and were looked upon by the Japanese as 
fellow-countrymen. When the present war broke out 
the military authorities decided to send these four men 
to the front to watch the course of events and gain some 
experience in actual military manoeuvres. When this 
was announced to the men tbev said with one accord 
that they would rather go a? actual righting men than 
as mere on-lookers. If they were to learn war it must 
be by actual service. The Japanese were rather pleased 
at this show of spirit and consented to give the men the 
rank of captain and actual commands in the army. 

When therefore the Japanese armies moved to the 
front there were four Koreans embarked in the enter¬ 
prise Their first experience of actual fighting was 
before Anju on the occasion of the first fight there. We 
shall follow the fortunes of only one of these men. He 
commanded a company' of something under one hundred 
men. The army had landed at Chinnampo before the 
first of March and it was well into that mouth before 
they were ready to drive the Kussiaus from Anju. 

When the attack was made upon that town our 
Korean captain was well 10 the front with his company. 
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They succeeded in getting up close to the wall before any 
considerable harm was done but there they found that 
the Russian bullets were singing over their heads while 
they themselves could not do any execution at all. They 
were enveloped in a thick cloud of smoke and could see 
nothing. In this curious situation they remained for 
half an hour until the gates of the place were forced by 
other Japanese troops and they all went in together. 

After that the army swept on toward the north. Not 
infrequently Russian stragglers were captured, urid ut 
first they were treated very well but Later there was a 
change in their treatment owing to the following circum¬ 
stance which was witnessed hy Korean coolies in Rus¬ 
sian employ who afterward told it to the Japanese. The 
Russians succeeded in capturing a Japanese and the Rus¬ 
sian officer in charge ordered him bound. The Japanese 
objected to this and showed fight. The Russian officer 
came near to enforce the command when the Jap¬ 
anese seized his hand and bit it severely. Thereupon 
the Russian had all the Japanese soldier's teeth ex¬ 
tracted and perforated his hand and had him drag¬ 
ged along by a rope through this wound. At last 
they killed the prisoner, or he expired, and they threw his 
body by the rond-side and covered it roughly. When the 
Japanese troops came on the Koreans who had witness¬ 
ed the entertaining scene, pointed td the mound and said 
a Japanese was buried there. The listeners were incredu¬ 
lous hut the story was so plainly told and so circumstan¬ 
tial that the grave was o[>ciil<1 and the body was found 
mutilated a* had been described. The dead mar was 
given burial honors and re-interred but the rage of the 
Japanese at his treatment had a definite effect upou their 
Mode of handling prisoners thereafter, for though no 
such inhumanity was shown, the prisoners were treated 
with much less consideration. 

When they reached the Yalu they found that the actu¬ 
al business of war was about to commence. They had 
to cross that stream by frail pontoon bridges in the face 
of thoroughly entrenched forces and severe artillery fire. 
There were three bridges thrown across the stream on that 
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eventful day and it was by the most southerly of these 
that one Korean captain crossed with his company, 
i'here was a new moon in the sky and it was just setting 
as the first troops attempted the crossing. The moon 
shining in their fares made the shore before them densely 
black. The Russians however had their backs to the 
moon and when the right moment arrived they poured ir 
a destructive fire which destroyed the Manchurian end of 
the bridge and precipitated a large number of Japanese 
into the stream. The Japanese leaders saw the mistake 
at once and called a halt until the moon had disappeared 
and then the advance was resumed. The Korean cap¬ 
tain crossed with the rest and went into battle with en¬ 
thusiasm. He was no exception to the rank and file of 
Koreans, who have always shown commendable bravery 

whenever they had confidence in their commanding of¬ 
ficers. It is when they feel sure that the man at the head 
is a coward and is willing to sacrifice them wantonly 
that soldiers think first of their own safety. lie gives no 
details of the battle except that for four hours and a 
half they went at it tooth and nail, and were at last re¬ 
warded by seeing the Russians in full flight. It was after 
the main battle was over and the Japanese were pressing 
on in pursuit that he gives a little incident that throws 
some light upon the discipline of the Japanese. 

The troops were under orders to drink no water from 
wayside wells or streams, and consequently they suffered 
severely at times. As the troops were in full pursuit of 
the Russians many of them found that the water in their 
canteens was exhausted. With powder blackened faces 
and lips that were parched with thirst they were pushing 
on in pursuit. One Korean captain in passing a spot 
where there was a little pool of filthy water saw one of 
the soldiers surreptitiously lower his canteen into tins 
water and allow it to fill. The captain waited until 
the fellow had gone on and resumed his position in the 
ranks then he called him aside and asked what he 
had been taking that filthy water for. The poor sol¬ 
dier looked startled at being detected but explained that 
he was so thirsty that the temptation hud been too great 
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for him. The captain could have had him disciplined 
but he did not have the heart to do so under the cir¬ 
cumstances, so instead of that he took out of his pocket 
some disinfecting powders which Japanese officers al¬ 
ways carry for this purpose and put one of them into the 
fellow’s canteen, thus rendering the water presumably 

innocuous. The gratitude of the soldier was very gen¬ 
uine. 

As they were approaching Feng-whang-cheng an in¬ 
teresting episode occurred which came under the notice 
of the Korean captain. There had been a Chinaman 
hanging about, all one day and he had been rather 
Lavish with his money among the camp-followers until 
last a Japanese official's notice was attracted by some¬ 
thing peculiar in the man's face, some feature that was 
incongruous, and he forthwith had the fellow seized and 
brought before him. Instead of attempting to brave it 
out the Russian spy, for he was just that, exclaimed 
that all was lost. He explained that he had been at 
work some time in that district completing an accurate 
map anu that he had risked a 1 ’ in order to gain infor¬ 
mation as to the numbers and equipment of the Japan¬ 
ese so that his superiors could determine whether to at¬ 
tempt to hold the approaches to Feng-whang-cheng or 
not. On his person were found maps and notes and a 
large amount of Japanese paper money. So far as the 
Korean knows this man was well treated, and held more 
as a prisoner of war than as a spy and was not executed 
as the rules of war would allow. Of course he may have 
been shot laier, without the knowledge of the Korean 
captain. He believes however that the failure to offer 
any serious resistance iu the rough country lying be- 
i ween Fcng-whang-cheng and Antung was due in part 
to the failure of this spy to report to his superior. 

The next and final incident related by this participant 
in the actual fighting tool: place at the time of the severe 
fight at Pun-sui-ling where the Russians were strongly 
intrenched on the hills and the fight raged from seven 
o’clock in the morning until dt-irk before the Russians 
were finally dislodged. At one point in this severe cn- 
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gagement the Korean captain found himself with his 

small command creeping along at the base of a great 

precipice. There they had to remain for a time while the 

artillery opened a way for their further advance. They 

were completely protected from the fire of the enemy and 

could sit down for a lew moments and rest.. The captain 

looked around upon his men. Their faces were blackened 

with powder, their lips had cracked with the heat and 

thirst and thev certainly looked as if thev had already 
* * ^ • 

done a full day’s work. The captain proceeded a few 

rods to take a look around the projecting rocks but as 

he put out his hand to steady himself he suddenly drew 

back for he had almost placed his hand on the head of a 

wounded Russian who had crawled among the rocks, 

out of the track of the storm of battle. The poor chap 

was not yet gone and he raised a hand as if asking for 

water. The captain could not refuse and gave him , the 

few remaining drops that he carried and also a biscuit or 

two that were in his pocket. 

That night as the exhausted troops climbed the hill 
just evacuated by the Russians and the order was given 
to sleep on their arms they simply fell where they were 
and slept the sleep of utter fatigue; All about them was 
dark and the captain sunk to the ground and laid his 
heail on what seemed to be a hummock of earth. He was 
asleep almost before he had reached a recumbent posi¬ 
tion. When he woke in the early morning he found that 
he had been using a dead Russian for a pillow. 

Before the battle of Liao-yang was ready to be 
fought all the Koreans were sent back totheir own coun¬ 
try. They would liave been willing to continue but the 
Japanese said they should remember their duty to their 
own country and refused to take the responsibility of 
further exposing them to the chances of war. So 'they 
came back to Seoul. There should be good material here 
for Korean leadership, if the time ever comes when merit 
alone makes a man eligible to responsible position. 
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Russians in Northeast Korea. 

Following upon the interesting Account that vve gave 
Inst monthofphysical and social conditions in the North¬ 
east province we are able to add the following items, re¬ 
ceived from most reliable sources. Our informant writes 
that one of the Christian Koreans in Sung-jin left that 
place on Sept. 22 nd and when he arrived in Wonsan he 
reported that when he left the northern port there were 
2.600 Russian cavalry encamped there in tents They 
were situated a little to the north of the settlement, 
directly in front of the Canadian Presbyterian Mission 
property. At that point there was a large official Kor¬ 
ean building but partially constructed. This the Russians 
finished and used as commissariat headquarters, with a 
bake-oven for bread: and all rations were issued there. 
As there was no other water there except that in the 
well on the mission compound, the Russians used it 
freely. Of course, all the missionaries had left the place 
and were in Wonsan and the two mission houses were in 
charge of native keepers, though the customs officials 
have general oversight of them. A number of Russians 
were also encamped on the peninsula which forms the 
protection for the anchorage harbor and here they had 
established a hath which is user!-by all the soldiers in 
rotation. 

All these troops were from western Russia and only 
came out across the continent a couple of months ago. 
They are very well behaved, arc not allowed out at night 
and are kept in good order by military police who see to 
it that Koreans are not oppressed. The officers have 
been very kind to the Norwegian gentleman who is in 
charge of the Customs property and have provided him 
with many needed supplies which his long isolation had 
prevented him from obtaining The officers repeatedly 
visiLed the two mission houses and went through them, 
and they enquired often of the Customs if they might not 
occupy them. They also bought and paid for vegetables 
out of the gardens of the missionaries. 
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The most interesting information that our correspond¬ 
ent gives is about the roads in the north of which he says: 
The Russians have made line roods all through the 
north as far as Puk-ch‘ung. Contrary to the expecta¬ 
tions of some, they have not used the interior route north 
of Kyung-sfing by way of Whe-ryfing and the Upper Tu- 
man but have made a good road from Kvong-heung 
directly along the coast. North of Sung-jin where the 
road traversed a rice plain, and was therefore very wet 
in rainy weather, they made a new road on a better sur¬ 
veyed route, and south of Sung-jin they have even made 
the almost impassable "Heaven-toucher” easy of ascent 
by blasting out a new zig-zag route. They have also 
done the same at the Tung-geul Pass so that as far as 
Puk-clTdng they have a road that is excellent for the 
transportation of almost any kind of military impedi¬ 
menta. The sound of the blasting on the "Heaven Touch¬ 
ing Pass” was heard ten miles away in Sung-jin. At the 
time this Korean came south there were at least 1,000 
Russians at Puk-ch'ting and advance pickets as far as 
Ham-gwan Pass seventy li north of Ham-htung. The 
advance posts of the Japanese were on the south slope of 
the same pass, and here the two belligerents have been 
looking at each other for many days without firing a shot. 

Since writing the above our correspendent learns 
that several thousand more Russians arrived at Sung-jin 
and came south to swell the force at Puk-ch'ung. In 
spite of the work they have put on the roads the Rus¬ 
sians do not scon to have any heavy artillery. Gun- 
carriagcs ‘drawn by two horses were the heaviest they 
had at Sung-jin. 

On September 13 th news reached Wonsan that the 
Russians had all left Sung-jin and were assembled at 
i'uk-eli’ung. 

If we may lx* allowed to comment upon the above 

information, it seems very strange that the Russians 

should go to the extreme pains of blasting out roads 

over high passes and making them passable for heavy 

nrtillerv unless thev intended to hold them stiffiv 
♦ * • 

against all comers, and it looks very much as if 
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they would try hard to hold the Japanese ill check. 
If they do not thev have built substantial roads 
for the Japanese to pass over, for they could not 
destroy these permanent works behind them. War 
is truly a curious game. It is an ill wind that blows 
nobody good, for these new roads will remain and 
be of lasting benefit to Korean travelers. 


The Reform Spelling. 

Editor Korea Review. 

Dear Sir 

Some rather amazing reflections occur to the mind in 
considering the movement toward spelling reform which 
has been agitating the missionaries for the last two 
years. Is it possible that a considerable proportion 
uf our missionary body, while warmly pressing this pro¬ 
posed reform. have made so little study of tile subject, 
that they have apparently, almost n-> conception of the 
sweepiug changes involved by such a step ? Or is it only 
an illustration of the well known presence of sheep-natu re 
ir. man ? All we want is a leader, and if someone throws 
up his hat and shouts, "Come on. boys.!" up we all get 
and away we all scamper, helter-skelter, pell-mell, until 
we land with our leader in the bottom of the ditch, for¬ 
tunately, in the present instance, some of us have come to 
ourselves, albeit on the very brink of the final plunge, and 
are disposed to draw back and chew the cud of careful 
consideration for a while before we risk our precious 
mutton. 

What some of us want to get at before we commit 
ourselves to the proposed reform, is as to what the actu¬ 
al effect will be upon the written Language. What, for 
instance, docs such a sentence as the following, in the 
new spelling, mean ? 
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Docs it mean that the students who wish to see the 
astronomy are like eacli other, or, the students who wish 
to see the Thousand Gates have gone west, or, the stud- 
tents who wish to see the Heavenly Gate have gone to¬ 
gether, or which of the possible combinations of these 
seven things does it mean? This no exaggerated in¬ 
stance, but only one of many which might be adduced to 
show that the new spelling will make it impossible, often 
within the limits of a considerable sentence, to determine 
which of several meanings may be the one intended. 
“But the context!” someone cries, “You can tell from the 
contextPerhaps we can, if there is enough of it, but 
we protest that this is a pitiable condition to which to 
reduce any written language. 

To look at the matter from the standpoint of the 
Koreans, it is doubtless true, which is often averred by 
those favoring the reform, that the mass of the Koreans, 
men, women and children would know or care little 
about the change if we should make it, and if we were 
building oil illiteracy, or if it could be proved to the sat¬ 
isfaction of a large majority of those best qualified to 
know, that the advantages to be. gained by the proposed 
reform are greater than any loss that it may entail, then 
this would be a strong argument. But since neither of 
these two things are as yet true, the argument seems to 
me little better than that which influences a Flathead In¬ 
dian mother when she straps a board across the brow of 
her child and deforms him for life. He is helpless; he neith¬ 
er knows or cares. Whv should she not ? 

And it is equally true that there are those among the 
Koreans who do care very greatly, to whom this is a 
very vital matter. This unmoon is their written mother 
tongue. They learned it years ago when they were little 
boys, sitting on the floor beside father or mother. They 
never learned it very well, and are likely to spell it any 
kind of way'. They may affect to despise it, yet they 
know and love everv character. It is connected in their 
minds with childhood, home, mother and everything 
which they have a right to hold sacred and dear, and 
which no men may presume to lightly tamper with or 
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take away. Anti ycl what is it that we propose to do ? 
We say to them in effect, “See here, ray good fellow, 
we've been looking over this language of yours, and it 
seems to us that there is a good deal that’s superfluous 
about it. There are a number of characters that are not 
■really necessary, and it will be a groat deal easier for you 
and us too, if we just cut them out. It will necessitate 
dropping out whole sections of your written language, 
and it may seem awkward at first, but you'll get used to 
it in time.” 

There are Koreans who resent this. They cannot 
defend their position very well. They know little of such 
technical terms as sound values and sight values, of pure 
phonetics, of silent letters, but they do know that this 
language is their own, which they have a right to as it 
is. It is east*for us to cry, “Ilow obstinate! Absurd. 1 ” 
but the fact remains that to such a Korean the attempt 
on the part of a body of foreigners to reduce his written 
mother tongue to a dead level of phonetic sameness is 
not only unnecessary, hut unwarrantable and unjustifi¬ 
able from any standpoint oi right and fairness. Some 
of the Koreans who feel in this way are deeply attached 
to us as missionaries, but there is r.o question that to 
press this proposed reform will endanger their affection¬ 
ate regard for us, their confidence.in our judgment and 
in our Christian humility. Brethren, there are some 
things of more importance to us as missionaries than 
mere ease in spelling. 

0. W. W. K. 

Editor Korea Review 

Apropos of your excellent article on Spelling Reform, 
let me append two scraps of conversation picked up 
during the Jail gatherings in Seoul. 

Anxious Inquirer.- “Rut don’t you find that books 
printed in the new spelling arc a great deal harder to 
read ?” 

Enthusiastic Advocate of spelling reform. “Yes, Ido.” 

Anxious Enquirer. “Then why do you want it?” 

Enthusiastic Advocate. “Because 1 think it will be 
easier for the Korean.” 
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Anxious Enquirer again, to another Enthusiastic Ad¬ 
vocate. "I’ve been trying to read a tract printed in this 
reformed spelling, and I can't make anything out of it.” 

Enthusiastic Advocate, cheerfully, “That’s what Dr, 
Blank says, but if you just read it out loud and listen to 
it you won’t have a bit of trouble!” 

Further comment seems unnecessary. 

Yours for slow motion, 

Axis, 


The Educational Needs of Korea. 

The work of revolutionizing not only the entire method 
but the entire subject matterof the education of the young 
in any country must always be one of enormousdifficulty. 
It would take too much space even to enumerate these 
obstacles but a statement of a tew of them will help to 
elucidate the question of the educational needs of Korea. 

In the first place what was the need of such a revo¬ 
lution? This question can be dismissed with brief men- 
tion. Education has always been, in Korea, merely 

literary and historical and there has been vastly more of 
» •* 

the study of China than of Korea- It included no 
practical grasp of the facts of today’s life, gave no intro¬ 
duction to the secTets of nature, it never looked to the 
future. It never tended to show that today is the best 
time, so far as living men are concerned, but the whole 
tone of it was a lament over the departure of past 
glories. The Korean youth always walked into the 
battle of life backwards, waving a tearful adieu to the 
phantoms of past glories rather than resolutely facing 
the enemies to his present advancement and hailing the 
advent of better things than the past had to offer. The 
same thing is true in China, and we can explain it only 
on the ground that the whole system of society lias tend¬ 
ed tobelittle the individual and magnify the clan. No Ko¬ 
rean can look at a mountain and individualize it. He has 
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CO, think of it assiiciplv a link in tlie great chain of moun¬ 
tains stretching from “Old White-head” down through 
the peninsula. Otherwise he would mentally be commit- 
ing sacrilege in breaking the “Dragon's Back.” His desire 
tor offspring is mainly 10 keep the line of ancestral graves 
intact, and the death of a daughter, for instance, would 
l»c considered a slight calamity compared with the 
desecration of a great-grand-father's tomb. 

If then, as we believe, education has for its legitimate 
purpose the developing cf the individual mind and heart 
and the arming of it for a fight with the degenerating 
influences of a corrupt environment, the only way to 
make the crusade of education something more than an 
empty protest is to bring about a voite /ace in the at¬ 
titude of society itself; otherwise all our attempts, how¬ 
ever strenuous and however well intended, will prove but 
a “forlorn hope” and we shall see only a sporadic 
and fragmentary result. If this is true the seriousness ot 
work will l;e at once apparent. We are open to the 
charge here of arguing in a circle, for education is the 
only thing that will bring about such a revolution in 
popular sentiment, but that change can be accelerated in 
various ways. One of the most powerful agencies at 
work in this direction is the work of Christian Missions, 
especially Protestant Missions. Christian evangeliza¬ 
tion has always claimed general education as her hand 
maiden and all over the country schools have-been and 
arc being opened by Christian Missionaries. But we are 
dealing now with the general education of the people as 
a whole, of whatever creed.and whilethemission schools 
are powerful object-lessons they are but one of thcscveral 
avenues of approach. The newspapers form another 
important argument in favor of education. They have 
opened up to the Korciin a bug vista of new and untried 
knowledge down which many Koreans are peering and 
to travel that trying to make up their minds whether it 
is worth while to travel that way. 

When we come r ight down to facts the Koreans are 
fairiv clear-headed and know what thev want. No in- 
ccntive to education can possibly move them that does 
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not offer substantial material advantages. They do nut 
want and we cannot expect them to want education for 
its own sake. Education, like virtue, is its own reward 
but there are few people in Korea or anywhere else who 
do not demand that several o'her more material re¬ 
wards should follow the expenditure of time and money 
in the acquisition of an education.- This is only another 
wa v of saving that unless a modem education will give 
a Korean a better salary or a letter social position, or 
both, he will have none of it. This is equally true of 
ninety-nine out of every hundred men in Europe or Amer¬ 
ica ; and it is not to be regretted, for the securing of these 
advantages cannot rob them of that more subtle and 
genuine enjoyment that follows upon the enlargement of 
the intellectual horizon. 

For this reason the action of the Educational Depart¬ 
ment in Seoul in urging upon the heads of the different 
offices the employment of the graduates of the various 
schools of the capital is to be applauded. This is a dis¬ 
tinct move in the right direction, and all foreigners in 
Korea could help in this line by emphasizing the fact that 
a good education will in itself be a good recommendation 
for a man to any responsible position. Unfortunately the 
notion has prevailed to some extent that an educated 
man, or a partly educated man, should lx* looked upon 
with a certain degree of suspicion. It is quite true that 
a little knowledge has proved a dangerous thing to 
some Koreans in that it has given them an undue opinion 
of their own attainments, but we must remember that 
even- people has had to pass through that stage. Japan 
is only now beginning to emerge from it. But if we do 
not make allowances for them, if we expect them to en¬ 
large their brains without enlarging their heads a little 
in the process we shall fail to give them the encourage¬ 
ment which they deserve. The onlv wav to cure a man 
^ ^ 

suffering from the educational swelled head is to adopt 
the homoeopathic plan and give a lot more of the very 
thing that caused the swelled head. I wish that about 
ten millions of this people were suffering from that wmc 
complaint. It is probable that about that number are 
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priding themselves that they have kept their skirts clear 
of the whole foreign education business and can placidly 
sit ami drone over the Chinese classics while all the time 
the bright and energetic Japanese arc preparing to absorb 
ali the material benefits of the situation. In the end 
these sell-satishc-l intellectual mummies will awake to 
find themselves in outer darkness, where shall bewailing 
and gnashing of teeth. 

A man comes to me and after ascertaining all the ac¬ 
cessible t.-irts ns to niv personal health and other allied 

subjects he says; 

“1 dense get me a position." 1 reply in an interested* 
tone "Would’nt you rather have a He inclines his 

head sideways, looks up to the comer of the room and 
murmurs anxiously 

‘•Job—iob? 1 do not know that word,” Nor does 
he. 

I ask him what he is most capable of doing and he 
promptly answers: 

‘‘Anything" which means of course “nothing." 

I suggest digging gold out of the mines or cutting 
sugar-cane in Hawaii. He spreads out deprecating 
hands and begs me not to joke as it is a serious matter; 
as indeed it is. much more serious than he imagines. 

I suddenly remember (or invent) a position some¬ 
where far down in the country in some obscure provin¬ 
cial capital where even yang bans wear straw shoes and 
saturi lies thick upon the local tongue. He assumes a 
contemplative, judicial attitude, but at last confides to 
me the fact that his filial obligations will not allow him 
to leave the paternal roof to accept even so flattering a 
pesitinn asl offer. 

I next probe him with a position with one of my 
friends who has some clerical work to lie done and in¬ 
timate that it is nice light clean work with the pen. from 
nine o’clock in the morning till about six in the after¬ 
noon. He nearly falls off his chair but recovers himself 
and after a vain attempt to turn the conversation he 
says that after all :iis elder brother is pretty sure of a 
clerkship in one of the government offices as soon as the 
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present minister resigns and then of course it will not be 
necessary' to bother about a position. And with this 
Micawber-like decision he betakes himself sway. 

There you have the matter in a nutshell. He depend¬ 
ed upon his slight friendship with tnc to secure him a 
position where he could get a good salary for next to 
nothing in exchange. It will be a great day in Korea 
when you can say to such an applicant “what diplomas 
can you show or what certificates from some reputable- 
school ?” and when no man will have the face to apply 
to you without having such papers to show. It should 
be the constant practice of every foreigner in Korea to 
impress upon the Koreans that the cash value of their 
services will depend very largely upon their education. 
Not that class-room work will make a man necessarily 
useful in practical work but because the grit and the per¬ 
severance that will carry a man through a course of study 
and bring him a diploma is in itself prima facie evidence 
that he has at least some of the qualities that will make 

him successful anvwhere. And furthermore it demon- 

* 

strates that he has broken away from the past and has 
chosen a path that lies parallel with modern ideas ol 
enlightenment. Ilis attitude is right whatever be his 
actual attainments. 

And yet, while the student should be assured that his 
education has cash value, he should also be warned that 
too narrow and technical an education will defeat its 
own purpose; for though it may, and doubtless will, 
secure him steady employment it will not give him the 
breadth of mind that is necessary to enable him to rise 
to the head of any profession. 

One of the great obstacles at the present time is the 
grievous lack of proper text books; and not this alone 
but the absence of any genuine literature along modem 
lines. These things have all to be made. Korea is in 
much the position that England was when the fashion 
of writing everything in Latin was just going out but 
there wa8 as yet little or nothing in English. We smile 
when anyone suggests chat a Korean should try to 
write a^modern novel in his own tongue. It seems incon- 
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gruous and to some extent absurd, but it is nut a whit 
more so than it was for Chaucer to take the giant of pre¬ 
judice by the beard and deb' him The Koreans arc 
charmin': story-tellers.' Every foreigner in Korea should 
betid every energy to the task of convincing the Korean 

that his own vernacular is an immensely better medium 

“f thonght than the Cliinesc to which he has clung so 

long. There can be no naturalness, no vigor, no snap to 

Korean literature so long as they cling to the Chinese. 

One has hut to note the clumsv manner in which n con- 

• 

versa tl<m is transcribed when put in Chinese characters. 
Tiie Korean native writing has taken on much of this 
stilted style, lint there is no reason why th< Koreans 
may not break away from it and transcribe a conversa¬ 
tion verbatim in quotation marks nswe do. Hut the first 
need is text books. And in this connection it is encourag¬ 
ing to note that a society has been formed of foreigners 
and Koreans called the Korean Educational Association, 
and it has gone to work in the right manner by appoint¬ 
ing a large number of committees on nomenclature, 
Each committee takes certain subjects and engages to 
make a tentative glossary of technical terms covering 
these subjects. These will be reported at a general meet¬ 
ing. discussed, revised and adopted as the standard to be 
used in all scientific works. This is a thorough, conser¬ 
vative and scientific plan and will prevent much confus¬ 
ion and waste of time and energy in the future. We 
cannot impress too strongly upon the foreign residents in 
Korea the adoption of the system that will be so evolved 
even though for a short time it may cause some slight 
disturbance in their previous methods and may not in 
every individual case appeal to Lheir judgment, which is 
already biassed by the use of their own system. This 
concession should be made in the interest of uniformity is 
nomenclature. The committees that have been appoint¬ 
ed are so representative that there car. be no difficulty 
arising from local prejudice. Their conclusions as revised 
by the society as a whole maybe depended upon a* being 
as near an approximation to an ideal standard as can be 
reasonably desired. Now that there is a prospect nf our 
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having a. cympetent adviser in the Educational Depart* 
merit ir. the person of a graduate of Tokyo University it 
may be definitely expected that the nomenclature adopt¬ 
ed by this Educational Association will he used in all 
Government school books. This will give it a great 
impetus. 

One of the gravest, difficulties in the way is the 
lack of a perfect and universally accepted literary me¬ 
dium. The Korean alphabet is nearly perfect and is cap¬ 
able of expressing thought as well as the English alpha¬ 
bet. but a very large number of the terms that must be 
used in scientific works are not at present readily re¬ 
cognized by their sounds. The Korean wants to see the 
ideogram beiore him, even in cases where it would seem 
to us that the context would clearly circumscribe the 
meaning and prevent all ambiguity. But we must not 
fall into the opposite error of fearing that this difficulty 
is insurmountable, for as a man deprived of sight will 
soon develop a new and marvelous delicacy of touch, so 
these people if once weaned away from the Chinese 
character will grasp the idea of phonetically expressed 
thought. Nor do I fear that this simile will be successful¬ 
ly exploited by those who would make the Koreans cling 
to the Chinese, for the day has gone by wheu anyone 
can hold that general education is possible under the old 
system. If there are such we have no common starting 
poiut for argument. They would agree with Cimrles 
Lamb that the only way to cat roast pork is to burn 
down your house to get it. 

There will always be the cultured few who will want 
to know the Chinese, just as there are the cultured few in 
the West who study Greek and Latin. For these few wc 
must provide in our schools, but as for the great mass 
of the people, the ninety nine out of every hundred, they 
must have a purely native literature. 

The vital question then arises. How are we to wean 
the people away from the Chinese to the pure Korean ? 
The Chinese is the medium through which all literary 
ideas have .flowed into this Peninsula. The existing re¬ 
ligion of the people, or at least the recognized cull, C011- 
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fucianisin r is embedded in Chinese. The ideograph and 
its study form the great barrier between the upper and 
lower classes, a barrier which the upper classes will be 

loath to see torn down. There is one end only one may io at¬ 
tack this barrier and that is by giving the common people suck a 
good literature i:i heir own native character that the position will 
be reversed and it shall come to be acknowledged that genuine edu¬ 
cation lies with the many rather than with the few. . Pardon the 
italics, but the supreme importance of this point war¬ 
rants them. Works written in the Korean can be made as 
fascinating and as stimulating as those written in Chin¬ 
ese, though in a different way. A wealthy young Arab 
once heard the diamond described, and his desire to pos¬ 
sess one grew upon him so strongly that at last he sold 
all his land and houses and went in search of such a stone. 
After wandering all over that portion of the world and 
spending all his patrimony without securing the coveted 
object he came back home only to find that the man to 
whom he had sold his land had found a mine of diamonds 
in a spring on the place. So with the Koreans, the time 
will surely come when they will acknowledge that the 
failure to develop and use their alphahet has cost them 
—perhaps life itself; for with the enlightenment that 
must have come from general education they never 
would have found themselves in their present dilemma. 

It cannot be too strongly urged upon all those who 
are interested in the intellectual growth of the Korean 
the need of hastening the preparation of good books of 
all kinds. Of course school text books will come first, 
but our ideas must not be limited to these. Koreans 
should be encouraged to write. There should be maga¬ 
zines in Korean to which the best writers should con¬ 
tribute and prizes should be offered for competitive 
material. They should lie encouraged to embark upon 
the stormy sea of fiction, to make experiments, to ex¬ 
plore the unknown continent of literary attainment. 

The question, ami a very pertinent one, arises as 
to what center all this should proceed from. Where will 
lie the nucleus of it ? Who will attend to its. initiation ? 
We cannot look to the Government for it. Nor can we 
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loo* to the Chinese scholars. It must grow up out of 

the middle classes and spread both down and up. It 

has been almost exclusively the Protestant missionaries 

• 

who have interested themselves along this line and the 
publication of the New Testament in the native character 
cannot bat be regarded as a most significant factor. As 
things are shaping themselves today it looks as if the 
movement here outlined would find its nucleus in that 
strong body of men who form the Christian Church in 
Korea. From onf point of view this will be a misfortune 
and from another it will be a great benefit. Such a 
source will inevitably prejudice some people against it but 
on the other hand it will as inevitably attract others and 
bring them in contact with Christianity and only those 
that arc wilfully bliud can deny, after honest investi¬ 
gation, that the Protestant Christians of Korea include 
the brightest, the most progressive and the most loyal 
people of the land. 

Those of us who have come in contact only with the 
official classes, which are characterized by a certain 
smug self-satisfaction and want nothing better, can hardly 
realize how hungry the Koreans are for education. This 
city simply swarms with young men who would be glad 
to study if some proper incentive were offered. They arc- 
uneasy and dissatisfied and hardly know themselves 
what it is they want. It will take a short campaign of 
education to brush away the cobwebs that obstruct their 
vision and crystalize their ideas of what they really 
want. This is one of the ways in which the newly 
opened Young Men's Christian Association will help. 
Courses of lectures have been arranged which will at 
least give a glimpse into some of the fields of knowledge 
which the Koreans have never cultivated, and will help 
to stimulate the imagination of the young Korenu. 

If the question is raised as to what direction the 
education of Koreans should take we would reply that 
provision should be made for what is generally denomi¬ 
nated a libera! education, that is an intellectual expansion in 
all directions. But it seems to me that special emphasis 
should be laid upon those studies that will develop the 
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logical faculty. Books on natural science should call 
special attention to the great laws underlying all science 
rather than present a vast number of minutiae which in 
the present State of things would briny into exercise only 
the already over-developed faculty of mere memory. 
Hooks oil mathematics should emphasize the application 
of principles and call nut the well-nigh atrophied faculty 
of original thought, intellectual initiative. It is simply 
marvelous the readiness with which Koreans will leant 
to work out the most difficult mathematical problem if 
you will explain fust one example of that same kind to 
them first. For instance one of my classes learned in 
half an hour to solve any problem of the following kind 
though I doubt if they could have originated the solution 
in ten years: How many measure*- of oil at eighteen 
cents a measure must he mixed with thirty-eight 
measures at twenty-seven cents a measure so that if the 
mixture be sold at twenty-four cents there will be a g;iin 
of one and a half cents on each measure ? They had not 
the remotest idea of how to attack the following prob¬ 
lem: At what time after three o'clock will the two hands 
of a watch he together? But when the principle of the 
thing was once explained they recognized it immediate¬ 
ly. It is not because they have not the mental power to 
think the tiling out for themselves but because the very 
idea of applying themselves to the independent solution 
of such a problem seems to them absurd. They seem to 
think the teacher is as unreasonable to ask them to 
attack a knotty problem alone, as it would be to ask a 
blind mao to go on the street without his stick. The 
way I deal with the situation—and I mention it as n 
mere suggestion—is to introduce slight changes in prob¬ 
lems already explained and so lead them lu exercise a 
slight degree of ingenuity, of original thought. In time 
they will leant to apply general principles to very diverse 
cases and so an intellectual stimulus will be given. This 
was fairly well proved in a class in algebra, about one 
half of which was finally able to take new aud untried 
problems and throw them in to the form of an equation and 
solve them. The Koreans have one excellent intellectual 
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quality. They want to know the reason why a thing is 
done thus or so. It is this thoroughness which enables 
them do any problem of a specified kind alter the princi¬ 
ple has been explained to them. What they do not like 
is to be asked to feel after the principle themselves. 

(To be continued.) 


The Foreign Cemetery. 

On the 31 st of October the annual meeting of the 
Western Foreign Residents of Seoul, for the purpose of 
discussing matters connected with the Foreign Cemetery, 
was held at the Seoul Union. Judging from the number 
present it was evident that the foreignersof Seoul nrenot 
much interested in cemeteries, in spite of the fact that we 
are all to go to one finally. But, seriously, would it not 
seem certain that the care of the Foreign Cemetery is a 
matter to which every foreigner should give at least one 
hour’s thought a year 7 We feel sure that the feeling of 
the community was not reflected in the paucity of mem¬ 
bers at the meeting and we therefore offer no apology 
for laying before the public a general statement of the 
business that was transacted. An attempt is to lie made 
to secure the piece of land which juts into the cemetery 
compound on the northeast corner and on which there 
stands a ruined shrine or tablet-house of some kind. This 
will add greatly to the appearance of the place and will 
make it possible to construct a better road to the top of 
the plateau by partly encircling it on the eastern side, in¬ 
stead of going straight up the hill as at present. This 
land probably could not be purchased, but it is not un¬ 
likely that the government might be made to see its way 
clear to making a free grant of it. At any rate n good 
committee was appointed to look into the matter. 

The next question that engaged the attention of the 
meeting was that of the road leading from Seoul to the 
cemetery. It is a fairly good road ill parts but it is spoil¬ 
ed bv the existence, at two or three points, of short 
stretches of very bad road. These alone would render it 
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impossible to drive a carriage to the cemetery. It was 
therefore decided to make application to the government 
to have this road put in good shape and it is hoped that 
in this we may have the active support of Dr. J. McLeavy 
Brown whose name is so closely associated with good 
roads in and about Seoul. 

It was announced that a new bier had been con¬ 
structed and would be permanently housed at the Meth¬ 
odist Church in Chong-dong, opposite the Seoul-Union. 
Arrangements were made to have it always accessible 
and orders were given for the making of simple and ap¬ 
propriate uniforms for use hy the coolies who carry the 
casket to the cemetery. The former executive committee 
was continued in office for the ensuing year with the one 
exception that the name of M. Collin de Planer was sub¬ 
stituted for that of Alex. Kenmure, Esq., who is absent. 

But the most important question discussed was the 
need of a rest-house which would also be used as a mor¬ 
tuary- chapel in connection with the cemetery. It is very' 
necessary' not only for the convenience bat also for the 
safety of those who attend fune als at the cemetery in 
bleak and inclement weather that there should be a room 
where a fire could be built and the ceremony could take 
place under less dangerous circumstances than at present. 
After the long cold ride to such a distant point it is posi¬ 
tively dangerous to stand on that exposed plateau while 
the service is being read. This applies especially to ladies, 
and it becomes the duty of the community to provide 
some means whereby this danger may be obviated. Wc 
must note that this is for the'living, not for the dead; 
and which one of us may not at any time be called upon 
to attend such a service and expose himself or herself to 
this positive danger? The obligation weighs with equal 
pressure upon each one of us, and the attendants upon 
this meeting were of the unanimous opinion that such a 
building should be erected. There should be a central 
room twenty by sixteen feet, with retiring rooms on 
either side for ladies and gentlemen respectively. A mod¬ 
est substantial brick building of this size might cost from 
Yen 2,000 to 2,500. It is not improbable that, being built 
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for such a purpose, a contractor would engage to put it 
up for the minimum price consistent with good work-, 
manship. It is at the request of the annual meeting that 
we bring the matter thus clearly before the public, and it 
is with the unanimous voice of th.nt rcprc«OTitH.tive meet- 
ing that we urge the public to take the matter into prac¬ 
tical consideration. As it is a matter of such universal 
interest a subscription paper would be honored by every 
foreign member of our community and it would take but 
a few dollars apiece to realize a sum that would carry 
the work through to a successful issue. Which one of us 
could not give, for instance, five per cent of one month s 
salary for this purpose ? This together with about Yen 
300 from the balance now in the treasury would be folly 
enough to carry the thing through, if each foreigner 
would guarantee that amount; for there are doubtless a 
goodly number in the outports who would be glad to 
aid in such a work as this. No one has been authorized 
to start a subscription paper for this purpose but if it 
were done we have no doubt the needed sum could he 
easily raised. 

Treasurer's Report. 

Receipts. Expenditure. 


Balance in band from previous Caretaker's wages for 12 


vears .. ... 

.Yen 5S2.OQ 

month* . 

.. . .Yen 66.CC 

So bscriptions 

Sale of sites 

. .. -J?5.00 

2 fl.OO 

New Year’s present to 

PpretAker . 2.00 

Iolermeiit feet ... 

. .. . lu.uo 

Graves . 

.1S.00 

— » — . — —- » » » — . ^ ^ 

liilctti&L oil ucuumI 



.8.a6 





Total .. 

.Yen 774 26 

a •§••• 1 • • « . 

Bier . 

Petties. 

. 1-35 



Deposit in Bank .. 
Cash in bend. 

.'• 7*7 



Total. 

.. .Yen 774-26 


Funds in band at the close uf 1904, Yen 649-65. 

Scon'-. October 51a, 1934. R. Brjnckmbjbr. 

Hon. Treasurer. 
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Editorial Comment. 

It is not greatly to the credit of the American public 
that the AVsr York Herald deems it possible to stir up 
antipathy against Japan by such arguments as those 
which have been quoted so widely in Eastern papers. 
We do not wonder that the Japanese authorities forbear 
to bring pressure on foreign papers within her domains 
to stop the publication of such arguments, for they are 
so palpably absurd or else so palpably untrue that they 
arc quite harmless. While we sympathise with the in¬ 
dependent attitude of our Seoul contemporary we fail to 
see why these arguments are quoted at such length. Is 
it to show us what the Ih>a/d thinks, or is it to bring 
the pressure of those arguments upon us as well ? If the 
former, it is unnecessary, for the whole world knows that 
the Her aid has been extremely pro-Russian from the 
first, and if the latter, we fail to l>e impressed. Th; Herald 
is simply talcing advantage of the natural reaction 
which was to have been expected after the truly Ameri¬ 
can enthusiasm with which the first Japanese victories 
were hailed, a reaction that was perhaps partly caused 
by the grumblings of a few score disgruntled correspond¬ 
ents who failed to get to the front.- Rut have the prin¬ 
ciples of this thing changed since then? Are the first 
words of these correspondents to be called fiction because 
of a change of mind due to personal disaffection ? Not 
lor a moment. The object for which Japan is fighting 
now is the same as at first. No one has discovered any' 
change in it and the fact that Japan does not carry on 
this war to suit the foreign press does not impair the 

laudableness of that object. 

In the first place the Herald speaks of the “Oriental 
trick bv which the Russian navy was crippled before 
the declaration of war.” Go back to the English and 
American papers of last February and count the in¬ 
stances they cile in which the same method has been 
adopted by European powers, and the authorities they 
quote to show that Japan was well within her rights. 
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The Herald should be challenged to show an oriental 

precedent for Japan's action. There is none, Japan 
learned war from Europe. 

Take the words straight from the pen of the Herald 
writer and imagine that we arc talking about Russia for 
;i moment. He says “They arc insufferably overhearing 
ami insolent. They implicitly believe their army and 
navy are invincible and give their views publicly in a 
manner which is galling. Their total disregard of the 
truth, their apparent inability to conceive that there is 
anything sacred about a promise or agreement, and the 
barbarism which is so clearly apparent through their 
veneer of civilization has invitated and alicniated all 
who have come in contact with them. We submit that 
the dictionary does not contain words that more pre¬ 
cisely describe the facts as to Russia. And we do not have 
to rely on the statements of “Army ami navy officers from 
the Philippines" to show it. Which side has been brag¬ 
ging about its army and navy ? Which side has broken 
its promises ? Which side has broken the rules of civi¬ 
lized warfare ? Why, this very day comes news that a 
foreign Minister at Peking has had to protest against 
the use of Manehu clothes by Russian troops. 

The Net aid must be in desperate straits for an argu¬ 
ment if it tries to play upon the Southerner’s antipathy 
to the blacks, in connection with this war. " We do not 
doubt the seriousness of the race problem in the United 
-States but the attempt to prejudice people against Japan 
by lugging in this wholly unrelated question is about as 
it would be for an Irish Catholic to refuse to eat oranges 
because of their color. The Japanese and the negro 
have nothing in common. 

There is an element of wholly unintentional humor in 
the paragraph in which the Herald says that military men 
have a feeling that there is something uncamiiv about 
the Japanese soldier. Nothing could be truer, as the 
Russians are finding out. The dictionaricvS define un¬ 
canny as meaning muaje, s/range, wieni, ghostly. Well, the 
Japanese have proved themselves rather unsafe for cer¬ 
tain parties ill the East and they have certainly been 
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strange compared with the other peoples- Russia lias rxnx- 
up against in this part of the would. As for the wierd- 
ness and the ghostlincss of them,, they seem to make very 
substantial spooks. 

By the wav, what high praise the Herald uncon- 
eiously and ■wholly unintentionally gives tile Japanese 
when he says that they fear their officers more than any 
possible enemy. And we suppose the Herald would 
reverse the statement in the case of Russia. If so we find 
the solution of the whole question of japan's superiority 
right here,- but personally we do* not think the - Russian 
lacks in bravery- It was not until the battle of the 
Shaho that the military skill of the* Japanese was def¬ 
initely proved to be superior to that of the Russians, 
The latter were simply out-classed. 

Then the statement that by committing suicide 
rather than fall into the hands- of the enemy they are 
“not observing the rules that govern the sport” will, 
hardly bear examination. Perhaps the Herald does not 
agree with the Spartan mother who told her bod. to re¬ 
turn from battle with his spear or upon it. Perhaps it 
would say that the scores of sea-captains that volun¬ 
tarily go down with their ships each year are not “play¬ 
ing the game.” Such an attitude ought to be branded as 
utterly un-American and every citizen of the United 
States should repudiate it. 

The Japanese have their faults just as every other 
people has. It would probably have been better if they'' 
had frankly said at the very first that war correspond¬ 
ents would not be allowed at the front. We believe 
t-hat the Japanese have not lost in the estimatiop of the 
general foreign public by refusing to become responsible 
for the crowd of men whom the various papers wanted 
to send to the battle field to take suap-shots of the 
carnage that was inevitable. The public is better off 
without those pictures. The ethics of such things are 
essentially the same as those of the Spanish bull-fight, 
and no useful end could be served by it all. We should 
take General Sherman’s word for it that m some aspects 
“War is Hell,” and lei it go-at that- 
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The latest that comes to hand is the attack of the 
Baltic Squadron on the English fishermen. We con>- 
mend this to the Herald & s a case of "playing the game.’’ 

-- 

The readersof theREvrEW will notice how widespread 
as the disaffection in the country. To us it all looks very- 
puerile for these men who rush to form a society have no 
such backing as'would make their plans in any way suc¬ 
cessful ; but at the same time it is not the part of wisdom 
to ignore the state of things existing in so many districts. 

In the first place these people evidently believe the 
stability of the Korean Government, ns an autonomous 
and sovereign power, is being undermined, and that there 
is danger of a serious and permanent impairment of 
Korean independence. We hardly need say that a pe¬ 
rusal of the press of the East shows that these are not 
the only men who fear this. 

In the second place these man evidently believe that 
the only way to obviate such a national catastrophe is 
io bring about radical reforms in Korea. Here again 
they are not alone. This belief of theirs is attested by 
the catting of the hair, which, howes'er puerile it may 
seem to outsiders, is a radical departure from one of the 
■most honored ar.d most distinctive customs of old 
Korea. The top knot is to the Korean what the toga 
was to the Roman, what the two swords were to the 
Japanese Samurai what the beard was and is to the 
Jewish rabbi. 

Furthermore, the ideas and propsals of these men are 
■despicable only in the Jack of power to earn' them out. 
They want to uphold the independence of the country-, 
protect the common people from indirection whether of 
Korean officials or Japanese subjects, and secure needed 
reforms in the administration of government. Why 
these things should seem laudable when proposed by 
foreign periodicals and nonsensical when proposed by 
Korean subjects we do not see, for it is very certain that 
* the periodicals have no more power to bringabout these 
desired objects than chr members of the Chin-ho Societv 
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have. We do not commercd the methods adopted by this 
organization as being wise at the present time, but the 
mere protest may hare some effect on the public opinion 
and lead nven to ask the question whether the present 
condition of affairs wholly unexceptionable. 

Judging from certain quotations from the Japan Mail 
■which have come under our notice, it seems that the 
Editor of that journal has gauged the present status as. 
regards Korea and Japan very accurately. If we inter- 
pi et him corrctly he recognizes two possible courses of ac¬ 
tion on the part of Japanese authorities. The firstis to go 
one step further than they have gone and declare a pro¬ 
tectorate over Korea in imitation of England and Egypt, 
and the other is to continue the present difficult and per¬ 
plexing problem until Korea shall prove to the world the 
necessity of such a protectorate. He takes the reasonable 
ground that the promises that Japan has made in regard 
to Korean independence would lay her open to grave 
criticism if not active protest in < .-.sethe former plan were 
adopted. But vve think he falls short of stating the 
whole case for to his second alternative should be added 

the words or that such a proicchorixle is wirrecesSary. 

As between Japan and Great Britain the understand¬ 
ing. is dear enough, supposing, at we doof course, that the 
published terms ol'the alliance represent M the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth.” The question 
«f importance is—who wilt decide wlien the time has ar¬ 
rived. when Korea shall be declared incapable of attend¬ 
ing to her own affairs ? There seems to us to be one de- 
r’ding factor. If the time arrives when it becomes plain 
uhat Korea is determinedly hostile to the essential interests 
of any one of the treaty’ Powers, among which she is nom¬ 
inally neutral, that Power will be justified in. seeking 
to rectify the matter, whether the power be Japan or any 
other. A treaty of peace and friendship will hardly stand 
the strain of persistent efforts to injure or thwart legit¬ 
imate interests. We have italicized the words essentiat 
interests,, anil upon whiit these words* mean- depends the 
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right ot any Power to have recourse to armed interven¬ 
tion, all peaceful means having failed. By essential in¬ 
terests we mean those whoso impairment strikes directly 
at the safety of the state, if, for instance, Korea should 
discriminate flagrantly in favor of Russians against Japan 
by granting Russia bases of military or naval concentni- 
tion, Japan would feel herself endangered and would 
naturally and rightly object, but the refusal of Korea to 
regulate her Government according to Japanese ideas orto 
grant concessions of any kind whatsoever or so to adjust 
her monetary system as to favor Japanese trade docs not 
affect the essential interests of Japan in the sense that it 
strikes directly at the safety of the state and is therefore 
no more to lx* made the excuse for armed intervention 
than the high import duties into the United States 
could 1* made a casus belli by any European Power. 

Of course the latest agreement between Korea ami 
Japan insures the latter certain sjjecial temporary rights 
in rhe peninsula and makes it, in a sense, incumbent upon 
Korea at least to listen courteously to Japanese advice 
and adopt such of it as may se?m mutually beneficial, but 
it does not give Japan the right to insist upon any privi¬ 
leges not specifically mentioned, much less to use armed 
force to secure such privileges. It is for this reason that 
we feel sure that Japan has no intention of declaring a 
protectorate over Korea, and will have none unless Korea 
succeeds in alienating the good will of those whose pro¬ 
tests would Ik.’ of some avail. 


Ladies’ Days, 

For the convenience of the readers of the Review we 
have secured a list of the days upon which the different 
ladies in Seoul receive. There may be a few omissions 
hut most of these arc because these ladies have no day 
or else no special day. 

Mrs. Avison.Fridays, except last of the month. 

Miss Barrett....First and third Wednesdays. 

» 

Mrs. Beck—...Monday. 
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Mrs. Bostwick.Saturday. 

Mrs. Brinckmeier.Thursday. 

Mrs. Bunker.Wednesday. 

Miss Carroll.Tuesday. 

Mrs. Elliot.Wednesday. 

Mrs. English.Tuesday. 

Mrs, Gillett.Tuesday, except last of the month._ 

Miss Guthapl'el.First and third Wednesdays. 

Mrs. Hallifax.Fridav. 

Miss Harltaugh.First and third Wednesday. 

Mrs. Hodge.Friday. 

Miss Hounshell.Tuesday. 

Mrs. H-ulbert.Wednesday. 

Mrs. Joly...Friday. 

Mrs. McLellan.Wednesday, 

Mrs. McGill.Monday. 

M rs. Miinashi.Wednesday. 

Mrs. F. S. Miller.First and third Wednesdays. 

Mrs. E. H. Miller.First and third Wednesdays. 

Mrs. Hugh Miller.Monday. 

Mrs. Morris.W’ednesday. 

Mrs. Moose.First and third Tuesdays. 

Mrs. Moose.Fridays except last of month. 

Mrs. Reynolds.First and third Wednesdays. 

Mrs. M. F. Scranton.Mondays, first excepted. 

Mrs. W. B, Scranton.Mondays, first excepted. 

Mrs. C. E. Sharp.Fridays except last of month. 

Mrs. Cnderwood.Frida\. 

m 

Mrs, Wclbou.Tuesday. 


News Calendar. 

The native paper of October j 5 said that ihe Governor of Kongjfl 
wired that at Kang-gy&JJR-i four or five thousand men gathered and col 
their hair. Socie of them rode iu four-tnau chairs and some rode horses 
and they were on their way to Kcng-ju. The Home Department re¬ 
plied ttwt soldiers would be scot from Seoul to arrest the movement- 
In Yi-cb'uij also several thousand men were rampant, calling them 
selves the Chin-bo Society and <leciariiig their object to !>e the uphold* 
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ing of Ihc Independence of Korea., the discussion of way* and means 
to cleanse the government, to goard the peoples lives and property, to 
diminish the number of soldiers in the army, to aid the Japenese troops 
in every way'. 

The prefect of Kin:-sung seems to Lave more of the genuine atnff 
jo Li hi than luosi prefects for instead of n)ercly asking what he uiust dc 
to combat the thousands of Chin-bo n:en who have gathered there he 
announced that he has arrested twelve of their leaders and incarcerated 
them. 

The governor of South Hatu-gyiing announced the distressing fact 
that on September 26th there was a heavy'frost which did enormous 
harm to the crops all thjungh that section. 

In Yi-Ch'un three longhak leaders were arrested about the middle 
of October and were locked up. The rest of the tenghahs dispersed. 
But sonn after hundred* of Chin-bo nien gathered uud refused to dis¬ 
perse. 

In Kwnk-Mh come Roreun coolies >»«r* trying tn carry some heavy 
drainage tile across a river in a boat for nse on the Seoul Vviju Railway, 
but the boat capsized and two of the coolies were drowned- 

On the seventeenth of Octolicr the Governors of the various pro¬ 
vinces telegraphed to Seoul that large numbers of the people had gather¬ 
ed in a seditious manner and had decided to cut off their hair, without 
receiving orders from the central Government 3nd the Governors say 
that if they do not desist and disperse wbeo ordered to do so it will be 
necewary to send soldiers to handle, them. 

On the 15th of October at noon a telegram came from the Governor 
of Korgju Raving that the Chin-bo people had put up placards stating 
that they were for freedom aud that they were going to oppose the 
selling off of the Jand to foreigners. At two o’clock the same day news 
came from lm-pi that a crowd of these oieo had gone to Kang-gyung-i 
and that the agitation was rapidly spreading. Also from No-sung 
came news that hundreds had gathered there and were making speeches 
enving that it was untrue that they were against the Government and 
that they ought not lobe called bad mc3 since their object was to help 
the country. 

Jn Ki-cb'fii) iu ibe North several hundered longhak arose and 
gathered at the prelecuiral towr. and began making speeches, the teuor 
of them being to the effect that they were going to protect the foreign 
missionaries and that they were going to guard every village against 
unwarranted iids of foreign soldiers who are prone to commit excesses. 
They declared that if any prefect 01 Governor should try to make them 
disperse they would tell them that they bud congregated in the interest* 
of the Government. They further decided to use lanterns instead of 
flags as the Society '8 tnibexn, because in foreign country* flags were 
not ns*d fen uuefa a purpose 

Marshall Hasegava left Seoul for Wonsan on the cititeentb of 
October. 
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Or. Oei. 5th the Governor of South Ham-irvong Province announc¬ 
ed Hint t. JO'j Russians were a* Pnk-clTnng with r.yoo horses. 

The Superintendent of Trade at Masanpo claims that the Japanese 
on ll-c island<*t Km-Jc ha'e pul up notice- in various places forbidding 
Ceihiiu things mid that when the igti orsiu t people fail to follow these 
directions they arc executed whether their offense be a grave one or a 
lighi mi* 

11 is ssod that ;i nnvn of Kang-wr.w Province came up to Seoul and 
brought some dynamite cartridge* f«»r catchint; foxes but the Japanese 
look them a«av from him The I'flmTKtfi is as follows. They 

s'merr the cartridge with create and pul it where they think foxes pass 
and uhen lb* animal bile* the cartridge he ju«t natarallv gotfc off bis 

head. 

The Japanese authorities have demanded an indemnity for the lives 
of the Japanese killed in the m>| ut Si-heung last month. 

The prefect of Ham beung announced ou the eleventh ilist. that 
about lav*, men gathered at Vong-heung and had a big meeting. They 
had books in which cite writing was much like that of the tonghakn of 
ify- 4 - So 1 :u of then: were “ezed and locked up and tbe rent dispersed, 
but they will probably meet again. 

The Governi*r of Cliunju annonneed that several thousand tonghak 
had gathered ; n Hnni-vcl and had cut their hair and he asks what be 
shall do to st<p it. The Governor of Smith Kyung-sftng also stoles that 
the ttmghak thereabouts were changing their name to (kin-bo aud that 
there were hundreds of them even in tbe provincial capital, and that 
even when ordered to go they went only ten /(and met again. Soldiers 
and police were sent lo disperse them. 

On ‘.be i.tth of October Marshall Hasegawa arrived in Seoul. He 
was driven fmm the station in a four-wheeled carriage drawn lie a spirit 
ed horse. The road bad been specially prepared and the entrance into 
tbe city was made in style. He proceeded straight to the TA-gwan* 

The seems to have been a specially stubborn lot of Ch:n-lo people 
in T'i-ch'iin in the north. The native account of the trouble there ia 
ns follows. A croud of these people a-^einbkd nud held a meeting in 
the room over the town gate. »> many as could crowd in. The Japanese 
gendarmes, wnrhed them to gi home and attend to their legitimate 
business but they refused and begun thr -wing stones. Tbe Japanese a*«d 
the Korean police at last fired over the htads of the crowd but without 
hurting anyone. Some dispersed but many stood their ground sdc! 
said they would die rattier than obey. Tbe**s were arrested and locked, 
up. Thai night an hriineii-e crowd gathered and tbreateued to burn 
the town and till the Japanese and the Korean police. The Koreans 
flourished a great flag and yelled al the top of their voices. Then the 
Japanese di ed in earnest and four Koreans wer; killed and six fell into 
the Witter and drowned and one other was wounded, 'i'be people said' 
that if it ha t not been for tbe Japanese they would have suffered 
severely. 
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Thus it will be seen that iu spite of all domestic political 
complications and discouragements the country was making 
definite advance along some lines. The leaven had begun 
to work and no conservatism on the part of the public leaders 
could stop the ferment. 


Chapter XXIV. 

Russiaa tactics .. .murder of An KyOcg-au . .the Boxer troubles.... 
evidence* of advancement .the career of Kim Yung-jin... .the 
rise of Yi Yong-ik .. .his methods of collecting money... .sale of 
Rcfcc Island to Japanese.,. .attempt to remove J. McLeavr Brown 
establishment of Greek Church Mission .. .French interests in 
Kcrea growing... the French Lear .. .Yi Yong-ik makes a nickel 
currency... . the femme of J901. .. .the import of Annam rice. .. . 
tersion between Russia and Japan increasing, .material advances 
of 190 ... .deterioration_ Buddhism on the increase-the cen¬ 
tralization of all power_the use of special tax commissioners .,. 

the Russo- Korean agreement about Masanpo .. .useless employees. 

The return to Seoul of M. Pavluw on Jan. 15 , 1900 , 
marked the definite beginning of that train of events which 
led up to the declaration of war by the Japanese in 1904 . 
The Russians had been induced, two years previously, to re¬ 
move the heavy pressure which they had brought to bear 
upon the government, but it was only a change of method.. 
They were now to adopt a policy ot pure intrigue and by 
holdirg in power Koreans who were hostile to the Japanese 
to harrass and injure Japanese interests in every way 
possible. 

Al this same time we see a clear indication of the trend 
of events in the return to Korea of A 11 Kyung-su and Kavud 
Y ung-jiu, two of the best men chat late years had developed 

in Korea, They had been charged with connection with the 

plot to coronas? the abdication o: His Majesty, ant? had taker. 
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refuge iu Japan. Now on tbe promise -of the governrocut 
that they should have a perfectly fair trial and on tbe 
guarantee of protection by the Japanese they returned boldly 
to Korea and presented themselves for trial. Tbev were 
strong men and tbey had to be reckoned with. They strong¬ 
ly favored Japanese influence and the reforms that that in¬ 
fluence was supposed to embody. In fad they were thor¬ 
oughly in sympathy with the best motives of the defunct 
Independence Club. An Kyfingsu returned on January fif- 
teenlh and was held in detention until May sixteenth when 
Kwan Yfiog-jin returned. They were to stand a fair, trial, 
but on the night of the twenty .seventh of May they were 
both strangled secretly iu tbe prison. No more dastardly 
crime ever stained the annals of this or any other goveru- 
metnt. Induced to return on the promise of a fair trial they 
were trapped and murdered. The reactionists looked upon 
this as a signal victory, and inderd it was such, for it indi¬ 
cated clearly that a toao was not safe even when be bad the 
guarantee of the Japanese autboTil ie.s. Nor would it be dif¬ 
ficult to indicate the source from which the government 
obtained the courage thus to flout the Japanese. 

As the summer came on, all interest in things Korean 
was held iu suspension while the great uprising in China 
swelled to such monstrous pi oportions and the investment of 
Peking and the siege of the foreign legations there left the 
world uo timetocaie fur or think of other things. There were 
fears that the boxer movement would be contagious and that 
it %vo«ild spread to Korea. Indeed it was reported in the 
middle of July that lh«> mferiion had reached northern Korea; 
but fortunately this proved false. 

In spite of the reactionary policy o! L’he government 
progress continued to be made on certain lines, just as the 
momentum of a railway train cannot be checked tbe moment 
the brakes arc applied- A dietinguished French legalist was 
employed as adviser to tire Lhw Department; mining conces* 
sions were granted to British, French and Japanese syndi¬ 
cates ; the Government Middle School was established ; the 
Seoul-Cbemulpo Railway was formally opened; A French 
teacher was engaged to open a School ot Mines; a represen¬ 
tative was sent to the great Paris Exposition. 
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Tills year 1^00 was llie heyday ol another parte nu iu the 
person of Kim Yfing-jun. He was a man without any back¬ 
ing except his own colossal effrontery. He had acquired iu- 
flueuce by his ability to get together considerable sums of 
money irrespective of the methods employed. Scores of 
wealthy men were baled to orison on one pretext or another 
and were released only upon the payment of a heavy 
stun. He was a mau of considerable force of character 
bur like so many adventurers iu Korea he was lured by his 
successes into a false feeling of security and he forgot that 
the history of this country is full of just such cases and that 
they inevitably cud iu violent death. Ever, the fate of Kiut 
Hoisg-nyuk did riot deter him, though his case was almost the 
counterpart of that victim of his own overweeniug ambitions. 
Against Kirn Yung-juu was ranged the whole nobility of the 

country who waited with what patieuce they could until his 
power to extort money began to wane, aud then fell upon him 
like wolves upon a belated traveler at night. But it was not 
until the opening o( the new year toot that he was deposed, 
tried and killed in a most horrible manner. After excruciat¬ 
ing tortures he was at last strangled to death. 

But even as this act was perpetrated and the fate of all 
such adventurers was again illustrated, auotber man of the 
same ilk was pressing to the fore. This was Yi Yong-ik.who 
had or.ee beeu the major domo of one of the high officials aud 
in that capacity had learned how to do all sorts of interesting, 
if unscrupulous, things. He was prominent iu a felonious 
attempt to cheat the ginseng farmers of Soog-do out of thou¬ 
sands. back in the eighties. He was an ignorant boor and 
even wheu rolling in oppulence failed to make himself pre¬ 
sentable in dress or manner. lie was praised by some for his 
scorn of luxury and because he made no attempt to hoard 
the money that he bled from the veius of the people. The 
reason he did not board it wan the eaiue that makes the farmer 
sow his seed, that he may reap a hundred-fold. Yi Yi*ng-ik 
sowed his golden seed iu fertile soil aud it yielded him a 
thousand fold. 

One of bis favorite methods of obtaining money for his 
patron was to cause the nricsi of shoa;s of former prefects 
who fw one cause or another had failed to turn into the public 
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treasury the complete amount nominally levied tipen their 
respective districts. These arrears went back several years 
and many of them were for canse. Either famine or flood or 
some other calamity bad made it impossible for the people to 
pay the entire amount of their taxes. There were many 
cases, without doubt, in which it was right to demand the 
nrouey front the ex-prefects, for they had ‘•eaten 7 ' it them¬ 
selves; but there were aiso many cases in which it was a 
genuine hardship. Literally hundreds of men were haled 
before a court and made to pay over large 'auras of money, 
in default of which their property was seized as well as that of 
their relatives. In exact proportion as the huge sums' 
thus extorted paved his way to favor in high places, in that 
same proportion it drove the people to desperatioc. The 
taking off of Kim YDug-jin, so far from warning this man, 
only opened a larger door for the exercise of bis peculiar 
abilities, and it may be said that the official career of Yi 
Yong-ik began with the opening of J901. 

In March a Japanese rf-vdent of Chemulpo claimed to 
have purchased the whole ' yf Rozc Island in the harbor of 
Chemulpo. The matter made a great stir, for it was plain 
that someone bad assumed the responsibility of selling the 
island to tbs Japanese. This was the signal for a sweeping 
investigation which was so manipulated by powerfnl parties 
that the Tea] perpetrators of the outrage were dessiissed as 
guiltless, but a side-issue which arose in regard to certain 
threatening letters that were sent to the foreign legations 
was made a peg upon which to hang the seizure.trial and ex¬ 
ecution of Kim YOog-jun as before mentioned. Min Yung- 
ju was the man who sold the island to the Japanese and he 
finally had to pnt down ¥35,000 and buy it back. 

Russia made steady advances toward her ultimate goal 
during the year 1901. In the Spring some buildings in con¬ 
nection with the palace were to be erected and the Chief 
Commissioner of Customs, J. McLeavy Btowd, C. M. G , was 
ordered to vacate his house nn the customs coHipcaiiid at 
short notice. Soldiers even forced their wav into bis bouse- 
This affront was a serious one and one that the Koreans 
would never have dared to give had they not felt that they 
had behind them a power that would see them through. 
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The British authorities soon convinced the government that 
such tactics could he easily met and it had to retreat with 
some loss of dignity. 

The Russian Church established itself in Seoul at this 
time and took active steps to start n propaganda in Korea. 
Considerable disturbance was caused in the Southern prov¬ 
inces by Koreans who had become Russian subjects pretend¬ 
ing to be agents of the Russian church and collecting from 
the people large sums of money by intimidation. For 
many months the Russians tried to induce the Koreans to 
allow the Korean telegraph lines in the North-east to be. 
connected with the Russian line from Vladivostock. Why 
this should not be done we cannot see but evidently the Ko¬ 
reans considered it a national danger aud. try as they might, 
the Russians never really succeeded lu making the connection. 

The Russians and French were naturally working to¬ 
gether in the peninsula aud when Russia adopted the 
principle of withdrawing her military instructors from Korea 
she so manipulated the wires ’"at the government threw 
many positions into the hands o' the French. For the next 
three years the French population of Seoul increased many* 
fold. Many of the French gentlemen employed by the 
government were thoroughly competent and rendered good 
service but their presence teuded to add to the tension be¬ 
tween Japan and Russia, for it was quite plain that all their 
influence would be thrown in the scale on Russians side. 
The attempt to loan the Korean Government Y5,000,000 was 
pushed with desperate vigor for many months by the French, 
but divided counsels prevented the 6aa) consummation of the 
loan and the French thus failed to secure the strong leverage 
which a heavy loan always gives to the creditor. Vi Yong- 
ik who had become more or less of a Russian tool was 
pointedly accused by the Japanese of being ia- favor Of the 
French loan blit hr vigorously denied it. It is generally 
admitted that Yi Yoog-ik was something of a mystery even 
to his most intimate acquaintances and just how far he really 
favored the Russian side will never be known, but it is cer- 
tian that be assumed a more aud more hostile attitude toward 
the Japanese as the months went by, an attitude which 
brought him into violent conflict with them, as we shall see. 
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Yi Yong-ik posrdas a master in finance, whatever else he 
may ur may not have been, and in 1901 be began tberorntingof 
the Koreau nickel piece. Xo greater monetary disaster ever 
overtook this country. Even the desperate measures taken 
by the Regent thirty years before had not shaken the mone- 
tory systvni as this did. The Regent introduced the wretch¬ 
ed five-cash piece which did enormous harm but that five- 
cash piece was of too small face value to be worth counter- 
feiting. The nickel was the ideal coin to tempt the counter¬ 
feiter. for its intrinsic value was not so great as to require the 
employment of a large amount of capital and yet its face 
value was sufficient to pay for the labor and time expended. 
The effects of this departure will be noted in their place. 

In the summer of 1901 Yi Yong-ifc performed one act 
that, in the eyes of the people, covered a multitude of other 
sins. It was a year of great scarcity. The Korean farmers 
raised barely enough grain for dom estic consumption and in 
order to prevent this grain from being taken out of the coun¬ 
try the government proclaimed an embargo on its export. In 
spite of the fact that Japan was enjoying an unusually good 
crop and did not really need the Ko-iian product, the Japan¬ 
ese authorities, in the interest of the Japanese exporters -in 
Korea, brought pressure to bear upon the Korean government 
to rai&c the embargo, utterly regardless of the interests of the 
Korean people. As it turned out however, the enhanced price 
in Korea due to the famine and the cutting of a full crop in 
Japan prevented the export of rice. But Yi Yong-ik saw that 
there would inevitably be a shortage in Seoul and with mnch 
forethought he seDt and imported a large amount of Anoara 
rice aud put it on the market at a price so reasonable that 
the people were highly gratified. From that time on when¬ 
ever tire mistakes of Y'i Yong-ik were cited there was 
always someone to offer the extenuation of that Anham 
rice. It was a most clever and successful appeal to popnlar 
favor. 

All through this year 1901 were heard the distant rum¬ 
blings of that storm that was to break three years later. 
Every movement of the Russians by land or sea was watched 
with a fascinated attention and every proposition of the Japan¬ 
ese was closely scrutinized. As a fact the war was already in 
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existence, only it bad not been declared. Even tlien Japan¬ 
ese h gents were swarming all over Manchuria gaining exact 
information of its geography and products and Japan was 
hastening the preparation of her navy for the struggle that 
she felt to be inevitable. 

As 'he year 1901 came to a close the tension was begin¬ 
ning to be felt. People were asking how much longer Japan 
would acquiesce in the insolent encroacbmentsof Russia. But 
the time was not ret. As for material advances the year had 
seen not a few. Seoul had been supplied with electric light. 
The Seoul-Fusan Railway had been begun. Plans for the 
Seoul-Wiju Railway had been drawn up. Mokpo had been 
supplied with a splendid sea-wall. Bnildiug had gone on 
apace in the capital end even a scheme for 0 system of water¬ 
works for the city had been worked out and had received 
the sanction of the government. Education had gone from 
bad to worse and at one time when retrenchment seemed 
necessary it was even suggested to close some of the schools, 
but better counsels prevailed and this form of suicide was 
rejected. 

W:ih the opening of the year 1002 there were several in¬ 
dications lhat the general mora/f of the government was de¬ 
teriorating The first was a very determined attempt to re¬ 
vive the Buddhist cult. The Emperor consented to the es¬ 
tablishment of a great centra; monastery for the whole coun¬ 
try in the vicinity of Seoul,and in it was installed a Buddhist 
High Priest in Chief who was to control the whole Buddhist 
Church in the land. It was a ludicrous attempt, for Bud¬ 
dhism in Korea is dead so far as any genuine influence is con¬ 
cerned. Mixed with the native spirit-worship it has its mil¬ 
lion* of devotees, but so far *s becoming a fashionable cult is 
concerned nothing is more unlikeh. But it has becu the 
case lor over a thousand years that when things have goD? 
badly in ‘.he govern me <tt there 1ms s harking back to the 

old Buddhist mummery, to fortune-tellers, geomancers and the 
like, and ‘.'nr only significance of this attempt was to prove 
that there was .something ’’rotten in Denmark.” 

Another evidence was the constant and successful at¬ 
tempt 10 centralize the power of the Government in the hands 
of the Emperor- The overthrow of tbe Independence Party, 
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whose main teuet was curtailment of the Impelia! preroga¬ 
tive, gave a new impulse to the enlargement of that prerogative 
so that in the year 1901 we find almost all the government 
business transacted in the Palace itsdl. The various min¬ 
isters of stale could do nothing on their own initiative. 
Everything was centered in the throne and in two or three 
favorites who stood near the throne. Of these Yi Yong ik 
was the most prominent. 

A third evidence of deterioration was the methods adopt¬ 
ed to fill the coffers of the Household treasury. The pre¬ 
vious year had been a bad one. Out of a possible twelve 
million dollars of revenue only seven million could be ’ 
collected. There was great distress all over the country and 
the pinch was felt in the palace. Special inspectors and 
agents w^ii; therefore sent to the country armed with au 
ihority from the Kmperor to collect money for the House¬ 
hold treasury. These men adopted any anc every means to. 
accomplish their work and tins added v.-rv materially to the 
discontent of the people. The prelects were very loath to 
forego a fraction of the taxation, because they saw how 
previous piefeds were being mulcted because of failure to 
collect the full amount, and so between the prefect and the 
special agents the people sremyd to be promised a rather bad 
time. In fact it caused such an outcry on every side that 
the government at last reluctantly recalled the special 
agents. 

Early in the year the fact was made public that Korea 
had entered into an agreement with Russia whereby tt was 
guaranteed that no land at Masanpo or on the island of Kb je 
at its entrance should ever be sold or permanently leased to 
any foreign Power. Russia had already secured a coaling 
station there and it was generally understood, the world 
over, that Russia had special interest in that remarkably 
fins: harbor. Avowedly this was merely for pacific ji:rpost:r>, 
but the pains which Russia took to uiakc a secret agreement 
with Korea debarring other Powers from privileges similar to 
those which she had acquired, naturally aroused the suspic¬ 
ions of the Japanese and of the Koreans themselves, those of 
them that had not beeD in the secret ; and this step, inimical 
to Japan asit undoubtedly was, probably helped to hasten the 
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final catastrophe. Meanwhile Russian subjects were takiug 
advantage of the influential position of their Government in 
Seoul and through miriisteral influence some glass-makers, 
iron-workers and weavers were employed by the Government 
without the smallest probability of their ever doing 
anything in any of these lines. !□ fact.at about this time the 
Government was indneed to take on quite a large number 
of Russians and Russian sympathisers who never were able 
to render any service whatever ir. lieu of their pay. In many 
cases the most cursory investigation would have shown that 
such would inevitably be the result. It is difficult to evade 
the conclusion that the Government was deliberately 
exploited. 

It was in the spring of this year that the project began to 
be seriously discussed in Jat»an of colonizing portions of 
Korea with Japanese, and a society or company was formed 
in Tokyo with this as its avowed purpose. This naturally 
evoked a good deal of feeling in Korea where the Japanese 
were not at the time enjoying any considerable influence at 
court. The fact then came out for the first time, and has 
been further emphasized since, that the Korean. whatever he 
may feel for his Government, is passiouately attached to the 
soil. 

But at this time another and a far greater surprise was in 
store for the world. It was the announcement of a defensive 
alliance between Japan and Great Britain. By the terms o* 
this agreement Japan and great Britain guaranteed to insure 
the Independence of Korea and the integrity of the Chinese 
Empire. The tremendous influence of this historic document 
was felt at once in every capital of Europe and in every cap¬ 
ital, port and village of the Far East. It stung the lethargic 
to life and it caused the rashly enthtisiaatic to stop and think 
There can be no manner of doubt that this alliance was one 
oi the necessary steps iu preparing for the war which Japan 

already foresaw on the borizou. It indicated clearly to Ru*- 

* 

sia that her continued occupation oi Mauchnri* and her con¬ 
tinued encroachments upon Korea would be called in question 
at some not distant day. But she was blind to the warning. 
This convention bound Great Britain to aid Japan in defen¬ 
sive operations and to work with her to tbe preservation o! 
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Koreau independence and the integrity ot China. It vriJl txr 
seen, therefore, that Japan gave up once and for all any 
thought that she might previously have had of impairing the 
independence of this country aud any move in that directiou 
would absolve Great Britain from all obligations doe h> the 
signing of the agreement. 

The year had but just begun when the operations of 
counterfeiters of nickel coins became so flagrant as to demand 
the attention of all who were interested in trade in the pen¬ 
insula. Japan had most at stake and Russia had least, and 
this explains why the Russian authorities applauded the work 
of Yi Yong-ik and encouraged him to continue aud increase 
the issue of such coiuage In March matters had come to 
such a pass that the foreign representatives, irrespective of 
partisan lines, met and discussed ways aud means for over¬ 
coming the difficulty. After careful deliberation they framed 
a set of recommendations which were sent to the Government. 
These urged the discontinuance of this nickel coinage, the 
withdrawal from circulation of spurious coins and striugeot 
laws against counterteiting. But this was ot little or no 
avail. The Government was .making a five cent coin at a 
vest of less Chan two cents and consequently the counterfeiters 
with good tools could make as good a coin as the Government 
and still realise enormously oh the operation. It was impos¬ 
sible to detect the counterfeited coins, in many cases, aud so 
there was no possibility oiwithdrawingihemfrom circulation. 
The heavy drop in exchange was not due so much to the 
counterfeiting as to the fact that the intrinsic value of <tbe 
com was nothing like as much as the face value, and by an 
immutable law of finance as well as of human nature it fell to 
3 ruinous discount. But even this would not have worked 
havoc with trade if, having iallfC, thf discredited coinage 
would stay fallen, bnt it had the curious trick of rising and 

falling with such sudden fluctuations that business became a 

mere gamble, and the heavy interests ol Japanese and Chinese 
merchants were uearlt* at a standstill. 
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Kossian guard... protest of the Japanese against his return-Vi 

Keuu-t'ik . Russian complacency ...Russian policy in the Far 
Hast_contrast betweeu Russia's and Japan's oitns. 

At this paint the First Bank of Japan, called the Dai 
Ichi Ginko, brought up a scheme for putting out an issue of 
special bank notes that would not circulate outside of Korea. 
Korea was importing much more than she exported and the 
balance of trade being against her it was impossible to keep 
Japanese paper in the country in sufficient quantities to carry 
• on ordinary local trade. For this reasou the bauk received 
the sanction of the Korean Government to put out this issue 
of bank paper which could not be seot abroad but would be 
extremely useful as a local currency. This was done and it 
was found tu work admirably. The Koreans had oouGdciicc 
in this money and it circulated freely. It had two advantages 
not enjoyed by any iorro of Korean currency, namely, it was 
a stable currency and suffered no fluctuations at:d it was in 
large enough denominations to make it possible to transfer a 
thousand dollars from one man’s pocket to that of another 
without employing a string of pack-ponies to carry the 
stuff. 

But we must retrace onr steps and note some other 
events of interest that happened in the spring months. One 
of these was the scare in government circles over the report¬ 
ed revival of the Independence Club under the encourage¬ 
ment of a so-called Korean Party in Tokyo, to which it was 
believed some Korean political refugees belonged. A great 
stir was made in Seoul and several men were arrested, but 
there was no evidence that would pay sifting, and though it 
was evident that thr government would have been glad to 
find a true bill against some of the men who were arrestee it 
was forced by lack of evidence to let them go. The inci¬ 
dent was of in»jK>rtnnce only »» allowing the extreme sen¬ 
sitiveness of the government on the point, aud its detemi- 
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nation, now that the Independence Party was down, to Icecp 
it down. 

The one important material improvement of the year 
was the adoption of a plan for the building of some thirty 
light-honses on the coa^t of Korea. Ever since the opening 
np of foreign trade the lack of proper lights especially on the 
western coast had been a matter of growing concern to 
shipping companies. This concern was warranted by the 
dangerous nature of the coast where high tides, a perfect net¬ 
work of islands and oft-prevailing fogs made navigation a 
mosi difficult and dangerous matter. The fact tbjt light¬ 
houses ought to hove been built ten years ago does oot de¬ 
tract from the merit of those who at last took the matter in 
hand and pushed it to an issue 

The month of May witness*^ a spectacular event in the 
ceremony of the formal opening of work on the Scottl-Wiju 
Kaihvav. The spirit was willing but the flesh was weak. 
Neither French nor Russian money was forthcoming to push 
the work, and so the Korean government was invited to 6n- 
auce the scheme. Yi Yong-ik was made president of the 
company and if there had been r. few thousand more ex¬ 
prefects to mulct he might have raised enough money to 
carry the road a few miles ; but it is much to be feared that 
bis financial ability, so tenderly touched tipon by the Japan¬ 
ese Minister in hrs speech on that "auspicious occasionwas 
scarcely sufficient for the work, and the plan vrus not com¬ 
pleted. There is much reason to believe that this whole 
operation was mainly a scheme On the part of the Rus¬ 
sians to preempt the ground in order to keep the Japanese 
out. 

As the year wore toward its close the usurpation of num¬ 
erous office* bv Yi Yong-ik and his assumption of complete 
control in the palace bore its legitimate frnil in the intense 
hatred of four-fifths of ihe entire official class. He was 

looked upon as but one more victim destined to the same 
fate which had overtaken Kim Hong-nyuk and Kim Yfing* 
inn But in his cose the difficulties were much greater. 
Yi Yong-ik had put aw»y in some safe place an enormous 
amount of Government money and be held it as a hostage 
for his personal safety. Until that money was safely in the 
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Imperial treasury even the revenue would not he sweet 
enough to make it worth the loss. Not only so but the 
whole finances of llie Homchold were in iiis hands and his 
sudden taking off would leave the accounts in such shape 
that no one could make them out. and enormous sums due 
the department would be lost. Vi Youg-ik had fixed him- 
self so that his life was better worth than his death however 
much th.it might be desired. but the officiary ut large cared 
litlle for this. There was no doubt that the one person who 
should accomplish the overthrow of thefavoriteand thus bring 
cinbirroHsuicnt to the Imperial purs; would suffer for it, but 
Korean intrigue was [juitt* capable of coping with a little 
difficulty like this. The result must be brought about by a 
combination so stroug and so unauimous that no one would 
ever know who the prime mover was. This at least is a 
plausible theory and the only one that adequately explains 
how and why the scheme miscarried. The whole course of 
the intrigue is so characteristically Korean and includes so 
many elements of guimine humor, in spite of its obket, that 
we will narrate it briefly. It must of course be understood 
that the officials were keenly on the lookout for an oppor* 
tunity to get the hated favorite or. the hip and in such a 
manner that even his financial value to the Emperor would 
not avail him. 

One day. while in conversation with Lad:’ 0 :n, the Em¬ 
peror’s favorite concubine who has been mistress of the palace 
since the death of the Queen, Vi Yong-ik compared her to 
Vang Kwi-bi a concubine of the last Emperor of lire Tung 
dynasty in China. He intended this as u compliment but as 
hi* education is verv limited he was no’, aware that be could 
have said nothing more insulting; for Kwi-bi by her meretri¬ 
cious arts is believed to have brought about the destruction 
of the Tang dvi.ast>. At the tine Lady Om herstif was 
unaware that anything derogatory had been said and she 
received the supposed compliment with tom placer.- y ; but 
her nephew who was present, not understanding the 
reference, went and asked someane else about am’ learu-.*;! 
the truth o: ihe matter. He doubtless knew ilia: Vi Y«*:-g- 
ik was not aware of his gtiu.hnit' and so held bis peace for a 
time, hut in soxs ■■•••ay the Prime Minister acd the lA-reign 
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Minister heard a rumor that something insulting had been 
said. They called up the nephew of Lady Om and from him 
learned the damning facts. They also knew well enough 
that no insult had been intended but here was a "case" to 
be worked <o its fullest capacity. The most sanguine could 
not hope that the hated favorite would give .them a better 
hold upon him than this: for the position of Lady Om was 
a very delicate one and there had been a dispute on for years 
between the Emperor’s counsellors as to the advisability of 
raising her to the position of Empress. A word against her 
was a most serious matter. 

Everything was now ready for the grand cot/p and on the 
27th of Novenber fourteen of the highest officials memorialized 
the throne declaring that Yi Yong ik was a traitor and must 
be condemned aud executed at once. Hi* Majesty suggested 
a little delay bat on the evening of the same day the same 
men presented a second memorial couched in stili stronger 
language, and they followed if up the next morning with a 
third. To their urgent advice was added that of Lady (>m 
herself and of many other nf the officials. A crowd of offic¬ 
ials gathered at the palace gate and on their knees awaited the 
decision of the Emperor. There was not a single soul of all 
that crowd but knew that the charge was a mere excuse and 
yet it was nominally valid. It was the will of that powerful 
company against the will o! the Etnperoc The tension was 
two great and His Majesty at last reluctantly consented, or 
at least expressed consent; but he first ordered the accused 
to be stripped of all Uis honors and to render all bis accounts. 
Thin was nominally or reasonable as ws* the charge flgatnst 
the man. It was a case of “diamond cut diamond” in which 
the astuteness of the Emperor won. The accusers could not 
object to having the accused disgorge before being executed 
but it was at this very point that they were foiled Yi Youg* 
ik’s accouuts were purposely iu such shape that it would 
have taken a month to examine them, for he alone held the 
key. Nothing can exceed the desperate coolness of the 
man under the awful ordeal. At one point, just after the 
acquiescence of the Emperor, the written seuteuce of death 
is said to have gone forth, but was recalled just as it was to 
have gone oat of the palacf gates, after which there would 
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Imperial treasury even the revenge would not be sweet 
enough to make it worth the loss. Not o:iiy so but the 
whole final'res of the Household were in iiis Hands and his 
sudden taking off would leave the accounts in such shape 
that no one could make then out. and enormous sums due 
the department would be lcj-it. Yi Yoiig-ik had fixed h‘.ni¬ 
sei f so that bis file was better worth than his death however 
much that might be desired. But the officiary at large cared 
little lot this. There was no doubt that the one person who 
should accomplish the overthrow of the favorite and thus bring 
embarrassment t« the Imperial purse would suffer iur it. hut 
Korean intrigue was quite capable of coping with a little 
difficulty like this. The result must be brought about by a 
combination so strong and so unanimous that no one would 
ever know who the prune mover was. This at leas; is a 
plausible theory and the only one that adequately explains 
how and why the scheme miscarried. The whole course of 
the intrigue is so characteristically Korean and includes so 
many elements o; guinutie humor, in spite of its object, that 
we will narrate it briefly. It must of course bt understood 
that the officials were keenly on the lookout for an oppor¬ 
tunity to get the hated favorite on the hip and in such ;» 
manner that even his financial value to the Emperor wou.d 
nol avail him. 

One day. while in conversation with Lady Our, the Em¬ 
peror s favorite concubine who has been mistress of the palace 
since the death of the Queen. Vi Yong-ik compared her to 
Vang Kwi-bi a concubine of the last Emperor of the 7 a:ig 
dynasty in China. He intended this an a compliment but as 
his education is very limited be was no: a«-are that he ciurd 
have said nothing more insclting; fur Kwi-bi by her mcretri* 
cions arts is believed to hava brought about the destruction 
of the Tang dynasty. At the time Lady Om herself was 
unaware that anything derogatory bad been said and she 
received the supposed compliment w ith toEpl:.cc»'r: bnt 
her nephew who was present, not understanding the 
reference, went and asked someone else about it and leA.rv. .;! 
the truth of the matter. He. doubtless knew that Y; \ 
ifc was not aware of his gnur/icvie and so held his^peace lor -» 
time, but in some "-ay the Prime Minister and the l-•.-reign 
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Minister beard a rumor that something insulting hud been 
siiid. They called up the nephew of Lady Om and from b in 
learned the damning facts. They also knew well enough 
that no insult- had been intended blit here was a ■’case' to 
be worked <o its fullest capacity. The most sanguine could 
not hope that the hated favorite would give them a belter 
bold upon him than this: for the position ol Lady Cm was 
a very delicate one and there bad been a dispute on for years 
between the Emperor's counsellors as lo liic advisability of 
raising her lo the position of Empress. A word against her 
was a most serious -matter. 

Everything was now ready for the grand coup and on the 
37th of Novell ber fourteen of the highest officials memorialized 
The throne declaring that Vi Vong ik was a traitor and must 

be condemned and executed at once. His Majesty suggested 
a little delay but on the evening of the same day the same 
men presented a second memorial concbed in still stronger 
language, and they followed if up the next morning with a 
third. To their orgeul advice was added that of Lady Om 
herself and of many other of the officials. A crowd oi offic¬ 
ials gathered at. the palace gate and on their k ness awaited the 
decision of the Emperor. There was not a single soul of all 
that crowd but knew that tbe charge was a mere excuse and 
yet it was nominally valid. It was the will of that powerful 
-company against tbe will of the Emperor. The tension was 
two great and llis Majesty at last reluctantly consented, or 
at least expressed consent: but he first ordered the accused 
to be stripped of all his honors and to render all bis accounts. 
This was nominally as reasonable as wes the charge against 
the man. It was a case of “diamond r.nt diamond” id which 
the astuteness of the Eniperor won. The accusers could not 
object to having the accused disgorge before being executed 
but it was at this very point that they were foiled Vi Vong- 
ik’s acconnis were purposely in such shape that it would 
have taken a month to examine, them, for he alone held the 
key. Nothing can exceed tbe dcsj>erate coolness of tbe 
man under the awful ordeal. At one point, just after tbe 
acquiescence of the Emperor, the written semence of death 

is t«iid to have gone iortb but was recalled iust as it was to 

have gone out of the palace gates, after which there would 
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have been 110 recall. Xo man ever escaped by a narrower 
margin. When Yi Youg-ik presented his accounts the Em¬ 
peror announced that it would take some days to straighten 
matters out since the accused was the only nun to unravel 
the skein. Here was probably the crucial point in the intrigue. 
If the white heat of the day before had been maintained and 
the officials baa demanded instant punishment, accounts or 
no accounts, the thing would have been done, but as it hap¬ 
pened the consciousness of having woo relaxed the tension 
to such a degree that the accused gained time. This lime 
was utilized by calliug in a Russiau guard and spiriting the 
accused away to the Russian Legation. This accomplished 
His Majesty suavely announced that the case would be con¬ 
sidered, but that meanwhile the officials must disperse. 
There were further memorials, resignations en -masse . pas¬ 
sionate recriminations until at last two or three officials who 
had held '.heir peace saw that the game was up and. in order 
to curry favor themselves, offered a counter memorial charg¬ 
ing Yi Yong-ik's accusers with indirection. This was 

listened to and the Prime Ministsr was deprived of bis offic¬ 
ial rank. This mode possible a compromise whereby both 
Yi Youg-ik and the Prime Minister were restored to all their 
former honors cud all .went'‘merry as a marriage bell.” 
But it was thought best to let Yi Youg-ik travel for bis own 
and his country's gocd.so be was made Commissioner to Buy 
Annam Rice, which was itself a pretty piece of diplomacy 
since it recalled prominently to the people the oue phase of 
the injured man’s career which they could unhesitatingly 
applaud. He was taken off in a Russian cruiser to Port 
Arthur—to buy Aunatu rice! 

When be relumed to Seoul a Jew weeks later the Jap¬ 
anese lodged h strong protest against his return to political 
power but the Russian authorities made a counter-proposi¬ 
tion urging that he was the only man capable of handling the 
finances of the country. Under existing circumstauces the 
very protest of the Japanese was an argument in his favor 
and be came back into power on the flood tide, backed, as he 
bad never been before, by the full favor ol the Russian party. 
They naturally expected substantial payment lor having 
saved him, and so far as be was able he liqutdaU.ii the debt. 
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M?an while another man. Yi Keuu-t'fik, had risen to 
power through servile adherence to Rustian interests. The 
somewhat enigmatical cluracter of Yi Yoog-ik made him to 
a certain extent an unknown quantity. No! even l be Jap¬ 
anese considered hin wholly given overto Russia; but this new 
man was definitely committed lo Russian interests and with his 
rise to important position it became evident for the first time 
that the Korean Government had decided to rely upon Russia 
and to reject the aid or the advice of Japao. The end of the 
year lyO? niay hr said to have been the approximate time 
when Japan first realized that aTl hope of a peaceful solution 
of the Korean problem was gone. One naturally asks why 
Korea took this step, and, while we are still too near the 
event to secure an entirely dispassionate estimate or opinion, 
there seems to be little doubt that it was because Russia 
made ro pretensions, and expensed no desire, to reform the 
administration of the Government. She was perfectly content 
to let things go along in the old way in the peninsula, kuosv- 
ing that this would constantly and increasingly jeopardize the 
interests of Japau while she herself had practically no commer¬ 
cial interests to suffer. 

The immemorial policy of Russia iu Asia sufficiently 
accounts for her work in Korea. .Her policy of gradual 
ahsorptiou of native tribes has never held within its purview 
the civilizing or the strengthening of those tribes, until they 
have been gathered under her aegis. On the other baud, 
until that has been accomplished she has either waited patient¬ 
ly for the disintegration of the native tribes ot has actually 

aided in such disintegration. History ebows no case in which 
Russia has strengthened the hands of another people for the 
sake of profiting by the larger market that would be opened 
up; for until very recently the commercial side of the 
question has scarcely been considered, and even dow the 
commercial interests of Russia depend upon an exclusive 
market. So that in any case a dominant political influence 
is the very first step in every move of Russia in the East. 
Why then should Russia have advised administrative or 
monetary or any other reform, since such action would in¬ 
evitably form a bar to the success of her own ultimate 
plans? 
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The Educational Needs of Korea. 

SECOND PAPER. 

We have mentioned some of the ditficutlies in the wav 
of the spread of education in Korea and some of the needs 
that must be supplied. We have here the public which 
needs educa ting and the society which proposes to supply 
the necessary text-books but there remains the .treat and 
important question as to the methods by which the con¬ 
tents of these text-books shall be gotten into the minds 
of the people. One thing is certain, foreigners are neither 
oumcrous enough nor have they the leisure to do the 
teaching. It must be done if at all through the medium 
of the natives themselves. Before any great progress can 
be made there must be found a body of capable and 
enthusiastic teachers from among the Koreans. 

According to Korean custom and tradition any man 
who knows Chinese fairly well can become a teacher. 
There is no such thing as a science of teaching, and the 
general average of intruction is wretchedly poor. The 
teacher gets only his deserts, which are extremely small. 
The traditional Korean school teacher, while receiving 
some small degrev of social consideration because of his 
knowledge of the Chinese characters, is looked upon as 
more or less of a mendicant. Only the poorest will en¬ 
gage in this work, and they do it on a pittance which just 
keeps them al>ove the starvation line. It has been in- 
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grained in the Korean character to reckon the profession 
of pedagogy as a mere makeshift which is only better 
than actual beggary. One of the most difficult things 
before us is to combat this feeling and to impress upon 
the people the fact that the true teacher is worth a better 
wage than the mere coolie. If you examine the pay list 
even of the Government schools you will find that the 
ordinary wage is about thirty Korean dollars. This 
means about fifteen yen a month, and is- almost precisely 
the amount that an orninary coolie receives. Of course 
there arc other things to take into consideration. The 
teacher has far shorter hours than the coolie and does 
not work on Sunday but the actual amount received each 
mouth as a living wage is the same. This wretchedly 
low estimate of the value of a teacher's services de¬ 
bauches the whole system. The men who hold these 
positions are doing so because nothing better has turned 
up, and they get their revenge for the inadequacy of the 
salary by shirking their work as much as possible. The 
fact is that the salary is not actually inadequate con¬ 
sidering the quality of the man who does the work, buta 
minimum wage will never spur a man on to do his best 
or to improve the quality of the service he renders. 

Before the best results can be obtained there must be 
an opportunity for normal instruction where men can be 
properly qualified for the profession of pedagogy, and the 
impression must be made gradually to prevail that this 
profession is worthy of as much consideration as any 
other. This can Ik* done only by making it actually 
worthy ol such consideration. How the traditional con¬ 
tempt of teacher* can to speedily overcome we dc not see, 
but even though it requires years of effort it most be 
done. One method will be by foreigners preparing men 
and giving them position? in the schools governed by 
foreigners, under adequate salaries and under such direc¬ 
tion that they shall render the full equivalent for the 
money invested. The products of such schools must in¬ 
evitably be far superior to that of schools in which the 
teachers arc poorly qualified and under-paid. In time 
the superior school will become a standard of excellence. 
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for its graduates will command better positions than 
those of other schools, and a spirit of emulation will he 
aroused. The other schools will lie obliged in very self- 
defence to raise their standard. 

Bui here again we meet the same difficulty as before. 
"Who is lo found such a school ? It is the policy of the 
different missions at the present time to operate their 
schools strictly along denominational lines and to give- 
instruction only lo adherents or tbeir children. For this 
they arc not to be blamed, since their appropriations for 
such purposes are limited and their first duty is to the 
children of Christian natives. The need of raising up an 
educated native ministry also, and very rightly, engages 
the special attention of the missionary. Christian r..is 
sions cannot be expected or asked to furnish secni-n 
education free to all comers, but there can be no question 
that Christianity develops an instant and pressing de¬ 
mand for liberal education. This was shown very plain¬ 
ly in the case of the little sea-side village of Sorni ■; 
Whong-h* Province* Almost simultaneous with t a* 
erection of a Christian church a school-house was pv - 
vided wholly at native expense and for years the Christ¬ 
ian children of that village have been studying the cU - 
mentary branches as taught in common schools 
America and England. So while we cannot look * * 
missionary societies to provide the means and the m. n 
to push the distinctive work of secular education we can 
and do look to the results of mission work to give an ■»- 
cenlive to education and to set the pace in its pm suit 
It is a question that has been seriously asked, whether 
the desire for an education has not pushed many a 
Korean to a verbal profession of belief in Christianity in 
order that he might secure a place in a school. For sudi 
people we have the utmost sympathy, the same that we 
have for the man who cannot find employment and 
steals bread wherewith to feed his starving family. The 
theft is wrong but there is something still more wrong 
in the conditions which drive him to ihe crime. Even so 
in this case, the mean? employed t«> secure the oppor. 
tunity are wrong but these is something still worse in 
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the condition of affairs which drives him to the question¬ 
able expedient. 

In the second place we do not see how the govern¬ 
ment can he made to realize the importance of this work. 
When no protest is made against the appropriation of a 
palin' 60,000 dollars a year for education as compared 
with 4.000,000 dollars for the Korean Array (!) there is 
fit tie use in expecting a change in the near future. The 
government could do nothing better than reverse these 
figures, but the age of miracles is past. 

Before suggesting a possible solution of the question 
we should note with some care what is at present being 
done to provide young men with an education. There are 
tin- seven or eight primary schools in Seoul w’ith a possi¬ 
ble attendance of forty boys in each. This means a good 
deal less than 500 boys in this city of over 200,000 peo¬ 
ple. including the immediate suburbs. At the lowest es¬ 
timate there ought io be 6,000 boys in school between 
the ages of ten and sixteen. Practically nothing is being 
done. As for intermediate education there is the Middle 
School with a corps of eight teachers and an average at¬ 
tendance of about thirty boys. The building, the ap¬ 
paratus and the teaching staff would suffice for 400 
students. There are several foreign language schools 
with an attendance of anywhere from twenty to eighty 
each and they are fairly successful, but the study of a for¬ 
eign language can never form part o-f a scheme for a gen¬ 
eral national education. Then there are the various priv¬ 
ate schools, almost- even-one of which is in a languishing, 
condition. Korean will stall a private school on the 
lei:st provocation. It runs a few months and then closes 
nobody being the wiser, though some be sadder. Wben r 
• e come tr. reckon up the total number of young Kore- 
:i .is who ait pursuing z. regular course of instruction 
along modern lines we find that they represent only a 
fraction of one per cent of the men who ought, and easily 
might be doing so. It is the opinion, of those Koreans, 
who are in a position to know, that since, the general 
itiscontinuanccr nf the s*.udy of Chinese because of the 
stopping of the national examination or bwai'a and the 
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failure of tile present system of education to interest the 
people, the young men of Seoul have been rapidly deter¬ 
iorating in character. Freed from the restraints imposed 
by the close study of the Chinese classics they seem to he 
giving themselves over to all the vagaries ami excesses 
that youth is prone to. We foreigners perhaps do not 
see it, but the Korean who keeps his eyes open cannot 
but mark the difference. These young men are not vic¬ 
ious ior the sake of vice but because they have nothing 
to do. Their own houses are [lull and uncongeuial; 
there are no meeting-places, clubs or social rendezvous,ex¬ 
cept those which arc vicious in their tendencies and the 
natural results follow. We suggest that the foreigner 
in passing along the street some fine day note the crowd 
of young men between sixteen and twenty-two years 
old that are slouching along the street with nothing to 
do, evidently, but kill time. These young men ought 

to be in school and they would be there if there were the 

* 

proper facilities ; anything to waken their enthusiasm or 
kindle their interest. The whole range of School Life tie- 
lights has yet to be revealed to them. Their whole idea 
of school is a dirty, dim. drean auc unsanitary Korean 
room with its unpainted and torturesome benches, a bat¬ 
tered blackboard and a teacher who knows just enough 
about the matter he is teaching to reveal its difficulties 
without arousing any interest in their solution. What 
we would emphasize is the dangers attending a continued 
and widening hiatus between the old system and. some 
new one. When Japan threw off the old garment of 
feudalism she intantly donned the new one and threw 
herself into the work of mastering the modern system 

with an intensity and fervor that was almost lanat cal. 
* 

but Korea has been induced to throw off the old without 
donning the new and she is in danger of suffering fr- n:. 
intellectual frost-biro in the interval. It would be better 
to go back to the old A’?.- ag* system with all its rm.ieli- 
ronisms than to sbnffie along in the present raw manner, 
like a snake that has cast its skir without arranging for 
a new one. 

We see no hope of the Koreans taking the ir. tiur.vc 
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jtl ?my plntl for trie breaking of this intellectual dead-lock. 
They have schemes enough and ihcv can pian to a clot 
wliat is needed but, like the lofty idea's of Confucius, the 
fruit, though tempting, hangs so high that they stand 
beneath the tree and praise it without having the energy 
to climb the tree and pluck it. They uccu the spui of 
sympathetic foreign leadership This will be a guarantee 
of the genuineness of the work done, of the continuity of 
the system and of the gradual victory of the new idea] 
over the old. But who is prepared to do this work ? 
The foreigners now resident in Korea arc all too busy to 
give time to such matters, but a plan has been broached 
which oflersal least the beginning of a solution. We have 
not space in this number to discuss it but in the next 
issue we shall lay the matter lietore the public. 

(To be continued.) 


The Severance Hospital. 

The present Severance Hospital is the direct successor 
to the Royal Korean Hospital which was established hv 
Dr. R. N. Alien in ItfS-f- under the patronage of His Maj¬ 
esty the King. For some years it was supported by His 
Majesty but the fund were increasingly diverted to other 
purposes until lS 9 o, when the cost of the work was 
undertaken hv the Presbyterian Mission. At that time 
the medical work for the Korean people was divided 
amongst the Presbyterian. Methodist and English Church 
Missions, none of whom had anything but the most in¬ 
ferior plan Is. This condition of things obtained up to 
3 SOD when Dr. Avison who had been lor nearly G years 
in charge of the Royal Korean Hospital returned to 
America on furlough with the great need for a proper 
hospital plant weighing heavily on his mind and also in 
the firm conviction that ii was a very unwise use of men . 
and money to place so many physicians in Seoul in so 
many different hospitals all with poor buildings, poor 
equipment, insufficient manning and very inadequate 

support. 


Google 


I Ht OHI 





THE SEVERANCE HOSPITAL. 


4-S7 


If fell to Dr. Arison’s lot while in America to read v. 

paper before the great Bcumcncial Missionary Confercr.e 

in New York in the Spring of 1900 , the subject assignee 

him being one which lay very close to his thought viz: 

“Comitv in Medical Missions.” Dr. Avison in this paper 
* . 

referred to the conditions in Seoul mentioned above, viz: 
Seven physicians working separately in seven different 
hospitals and dispensaries, none of them having either 
buildings, equipment, manning or support at all com¬ 
mensurate with their needs, and Vie expressed the opinion 
that half the number of physicians placed in one good 
hospital could do the medical work of Seoul with greater 
ease ami efficiency and at less actual cost than was then 
done by so many men and women. He pled for the ex¬ 
tension of the plain business principle of comity into this 
feature of the Missionary enterprise, expressing the hope 
that the various Missions at work in Seoul might unite 
in the establishment and support of one good, well equip¬ 
ped and well supported hospital. 

At the close of his address Dr. Avison was summoned 
to meet Mr. L. H. Severance, of Cleveland, Ohio, who was 
present at the meeting. 

Mr. Severance expressed his cordial agreement with 
the views set forth in the paper and introduced the ques¬ 
tion of the cost of erecting a hospital in Seoul. He was 
told that $ 10,000 U. S. gold would probably be required. 
Later on Mr. Severance conferred with tie Presbyterian 
Board of Foreign Missions in New York on the subject 
and as an outcome offered to donate $10,000 for the 
purpose. When Dr. Avison returned to Korea he expect¬ 
ed to erect the new hospital on the site of the old bund¬ 
ing near the center of the city, but circumstances prevent¬ 
ed this. His Majesty the Emperor had expressed his in¬ 
tention of donating a site but hi? purpose was frustrated 
and the want of a site blocked the way for the erection 
of the building. The matter having been reported to 
Mr. Severance he generously donated another $ 5 , 000 . 
gold for the purchase of a site, and with this the present 
beautiful site outside the South Gate was bought and 
the work actually begun in the summer of 1902 , the 
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corner stone lieing laid on the afternoon of Thanksgiving 
Day by His Excellency. Dr. H. N. Allen, U. S. Minister, in 
the presence of a large gathering of the foreign commun¬ 
ity and Korean officials. 

The opening of the wht and other causes contributed 
to increase the actual cost very materially above the es¬ 
timated cost, but Mr. Severance realised the conditions 
and generously allowed the expenditure of the amount 
necessary to complete and equip the hospital in good 
shape, and bv the time the adjunct buildings are com¬ 
pleted at least $20,000 C. S. gold will have been spent. 

The result is. however, that Seoul has now a modem 
hospital in which all kinds of cases can be treated in ac¬ 
cordance with modern scientific methods. 

The main building is about 40 by 80 ft., consists of 
two stories and abasement, hut the basement having 
high ceilings and being well lighted and well finished 
practically adds another story to the building. 

The basement contains the public dispensary, con¬ 
sisting of two waiting rooms, a consuburion room, a 
laboratory and a pharmacy; a store room for medicines; 
furnace and coal room ; kitchen and laundry with a mo¬ 
dern dlying room attached to the laundry. The first 
door contains physician’s office, with a room off it sup¬ 
plied with electrical apparatus to which an X-ray outfit 
will be at once added, steam bath cabinet, dry hot air 
apparatus for the treatment of joints, compressed air ap- 
paratus for the treatment of nose, throat, etc., and 
other special forms of apparatus, three medical wares 
for men. liner, closet, bath room and YV. C. for men, four 
wards for women with linen closet, bath room and W'.C. 
for women, and a general meeting room. 

The second floor is entirely devoted to surgical work 
for men. and here is located the operating room with 
wash room for the operators and sterilising room Open¬ 
ing off it. This room is 16 by 16 ft. with ceiling 14 ft. 
high, the exposure is N.R. and that side is almost oil 
glass which in addition to a large skylight gives good 
reflected light, no shadows interfering with the work o: 
the operators. 
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This room is fitted up with white enamelled steel 
operating furniture and water-sterilizing apparatus, and 
is well adapted for the work to be done in it. 

This floor has seven wards, linen closet, bath room 
and W. C., nurse's room and minor operating room, and 
like the first floor has a diet kitchen which coinmumeaies 
with the basement kitchen bv means of a dumb-waiter, 
for the distribution of food. 

The physician’s office communicates by means df 

speaking tube with all parts of the building, while a pri¬ 
vate telephone connects the hospital with the doctor’s 
residence. 

For the convenience of foreign patients it -is intended 
to connect the hospital with the general telephone 
system of the city. 

The whole interior of the building, including walls 
and ceilings, is painted in mild colors so that it can be 
washed and kept clean, and this feature ol cleanliness is 
also facilitated by the rounding of all corners so as to 
prevent the lodgment ol dust. Several private wards 
have been fitted up for the accommodation of those who 
wish to have a room to themselves, and these are. 
suitable also for the use of foreign patients. The baths, 
W.C.'s, and wash-basins are all fitted up in a modem 
way and properly plutimed and supplied with hot and 
cold water. 

The entire building is heated by a hot water system, 
so that neither smoke, coal dust nor ashes arc present in 
the rooms, and au equable temperature can be kept ia 
all parts. 

Electric lighting throughout is a great help, too, in 
preventing the contamination os the wards with foul 
gases. 

Ventilation has been well thought out and arranged 
for both by transoms plaeed over the doors and by a 
system of incoming and outgoing fiues by which warm¬ 
ed fresh air is introduced into the wards and the fouled 
air carried off, so that the air of the wards is being con¬ 
stantly renewed even though doors and windows are 
closely shut, and that without noticeable uralts. 
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The laboratory is fitted up with modern apparatus 
for tin* examination of blood, urine, faeces, sputum, etc. 

A rabbit pen has been fitted up and a fully equipped 
Pasteur Institute will soon be in operation, so that 
those who are so unfortunate as to lx- bitten by a rabid 
flog may get prompt treatment according to the Pasteur 
method. The many accidents of this kind which have 
happened emphasize the great need of such an institu¬ 
tion in our midst. 

Plans arc now out for the erection of an Isolation 
Building for the reception of contagi rus diseases. This 
will be built as soon ns Spring opens. Other adjunct 
buildings such as mortuary storehouse etc. arc to he 
added: and several houses for assistants and servants 
grouped around the main buildings combine to make 
a plant complete in almost every particular. 

Keeping in mind the fact that all forms of mission 
work must be only temporary and looking forward to 
the time when even hospital work must be done by na¬ 
tive physicians, a strong effort has been made to give 
systematic medical instruction a small number of 
young men, and this effort has meant special language 
study on the part of the doctor and much time spent in 
the preparation of text-books. The task altogether was 
lound too heavy for one man to continue to do. and bo it 
well, and again Mr. Severance opened his heart and purse 
and at his own expense sent out a second physician, Dr. 
J. W. Hirst to be associated with Dr. Avison in the work 
so that now all departments of the hospital can be carried 
on with greater vigor and metre care, and the training of 
Korean young men and women as physicians and nurses 
will form a timrc prominent feature, while at the same 
time a series of medical text-hooks in the native language 
and script will result. 

As might be expected in a country where the prin¬ 
ciples of sanitation are so constantly violated tuber¬ 
culosis is rampant, a large proportion of those who apply 
for treatment being sufferers from some form of this dis¬ 
ease. 

It is the hope of those in charge to erect a lent or 
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other building suitable for the modem treatment of 
tuberculosis, which has proven so effective in Iuir«>|<e ami 
America. 

The building which has just been erected is planned to 
accommodate about 30 to 3"» patients, but beds can be 
placed for 40 in case of need, and the isolation ward will 
have beds for about 6. The number of patients titrated 
daily averages about 30, or about 10,000 in a year, but it 
is likely that a larger number will be treated at the new 
hospital as its advantages Income more widely known. 

To do this work well will mean the expenditure year¬ 
ly of a considerable sum of money, a careful estimate 
putting this sum at Yen 7,300.00 exclusive ul physician's 
salaries. 

Towards meeting this there is ml estimated income 
from various sources of say Veil4.500.00 leaving a deficit 
of Yen 3,000.00 per year,, and this sum those in charge 
hope-to obtain from within the bounds of Korea. This 
looks like a goodly sun* to expect yearly, but it is not a 
large sum for the successful diplomats, tire business men 
and others to put into a benevolent work which promises 
so much definite and tangible good to the poor and suf¬ 
fering people who are so numerous. Iri many communi¬ 
ties the cost of plant und the entire current expenditure is 
being given by the community, but here in Seoul every¬ 
thing has been supplied and less than half of the current 
expenditure is heing asked from the community at 
large. 

A very important point to Ik* borne ix: mind is that 
while the plant is owned and managed by the Presbyter¬ 
ian 3oard of Foreign Missions yet it is entirely unde¬ 
nominational in the scope of its work, and while it has 
been built and is being carried on largely by American 
enterprise it is entirely without national bias in the dis- 
triubtion of its lienefits. The sick of any religion or no 
religion and those of any nationality arc admitted and 
given the best treatment its facilities will afford. 

And while it is the avowed and definite aim of the 
Mission arid those in charge te give religious instruction 
to all who tome within its sphere of influence and so far 
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as possible to influence them in favor of Christianity yet 
no compulsion is used and no persuasion other than the 
presentation to all of Christ as their Savior, and no effort 
is made to influence Christians of other denominations 
in favor of Presbyterianism. In the case of Methodists 
or Roman Catholics becoming patients in the hospital, 
the Methodist pastor or the Roman Catholic priest is 
as free to visit them as are the Presbyterian pastors, 
and so with any denomination whatsoever. 

So Ion# as thijrf were several denominational hospit¬ 
als in Seoul no effort was made to obtain local financial 
support, but now that the Methodist and English 
Churches have given up their general medical work (only 
the Methodist women’s hospital being now carried on on 
behalf of Korean women) ii is felt chat a part of the 
support of tiie work may well be looked for from the 
general community. 

The cost of food and medicines for a general ward 
patient for a year is estimated at Yen 100, and several 
persons have already offered to support beds to be named 
as they may direct. 

The general surgical ward of ten beds could be sup- 
ported by the payment of Yen 1,000 per year, or any 
bed in it for Yen 100. 

Then there are several wards with three beds in each 
which could be supported with 300 yen per year. 

The Pasteur Institute is not directly part of the 
Severance Hospital, the only donation thus far being 
that oi Yen lot) by the guard of the Italian Legation, 
which was used in the erection of the rabbit pen. To 
properly establish this Institute will require the purchase 
of the apparatus for the manipulation of the vims and 
its storage. The work must be carried on under the 
strictest antiseptic precautions, and special apparatus is 
required. The cost of this will probably be about Yen 
250, and the donation of this by some one would be a 
beneficent act. 

Further than this a room about 12-16 feet is needed 
in which to keep the tnoduaied rabbits, and the erection 
of this will cost about Yen 10t> to 125, 
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After the Institute has been thus started, whether 
there are patients or not the supply of fresh virus must he 
kept up constantly, and this will necessitate the using; up 
of a large number of rabbits each month. It is calculat¬ 
ed that at the Nagasaki Institute about 30 rabbits art 
used each month. The cost of maintaining the Institute 
therefore will not be small, as it will require almost all 
the time of one assistant to look after the rabbits, sec 
that they are kept healthy, and especially watch over 
and care for those that have been inoculated. The sum 
of Yen 400 to 500 yearly will probably be needed for 
the upkeq - ) of the Institute, and this offers a good op¬ 
portunity for an exhibition of generosity. 

Stock is offered in the Pasteur Institute at Y’en 50 
per share, and for each Y’en 50 advanced the donor will be 
entitled to a full treatment at the Institute or to com¬ 
mand the treatment of one other person, the same being 
a foreigner or well-to-do Korean, or to seed for treat¬ 
ment four Koreans of the poor class for whom the cost 
of treatment will be reduced to Y'en 12.50. 

The treat ment consists of 21 inoculations, and covers 
a period of 21 consecutive days. 

Another direction in which generosity may r be well 
placed is in the support of some bright young man as a 
medical student. This can he done at a cost of about 
Yen 100 per year. 

Probably, however, the most urgent need at the pre¬ 
sent time is the support of beds in the hospiLal. Can 
not take up at least 90 of these at Y'en TOO each 
per year and thus provide for the cure and relief of many 
of the sick and suffering poor ir. our midst ? 

Supporters of beds may choose a name for their beds 
and have them placed over them and each year a report 
will be rendered of the cases treated in them. 

0. K. A vision. 
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Opening* of the Severance Memorial Hospital. 

Wednesday, November 16th, 1904, 

i'lur weather and everything el>t combined to make 
the opening of the new Hospital in Seoul, known r.s the 
Severance Memorial Hospital, an auspicious event. 
The foreign community ol Seoul, together with several 
of the native Korean officials, gathered in the large up¬ 
stairs room, to hear something of the history of the 
Hospital; and also to be shown over the now complet¬ 
ed building. 

Dr. H. X. Allen, the United States Minister, whose 
name has from the start been so intimately associated 
with the beginnings of medical work in this land, and 
whose skill in I SM. opened a wide door for medicine and 
surgery, mad*.* the- address of the :iftt*rno«*ii, and pointed 
out clearly the need that exists in Korea tor medicine 
and surgery: showed how an attempt had been made to 
supply the need with the poor facilities at hand; touched 
upon the notable success that had attended work with 
even poorer facilities; and heart I* % congratulated Dr. 
Avisoii, the foreign community, and the citizens 01 Seoul, 
on the maguiticient plant chat had been procured through 
the kindness and generosity of Mr. Louis H. Severance, 
of Cleveland. Ohio, U. S. A. His Excellency, Youn Chi 
Ho. of the Foreign Office, after addressing a few words 
to the Koreans who were present, in his inimitable way. 
referred to what foreign medicine might do in Korea; 
and, in the name of his country, thanked the foreign 
residents, and especially the Presbyterian Mission, 
for the fully equipped institution that was thrown open 
to the puhlic on that Hay. I)r. Avison followed, giving 
in a concise way, the history of the development of the 
plans for the present Hospital and enlarged upon the 
generosity of the donor in providing such a complete 
outfit for Seoul. 

The company were then escorted round the Hospital, 
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and soon saw there had been provided a comparatively 
small but perfectly equipped Hospital. It was said that 
one of Japan’s leading officials bad remarked that there 
were larger institutions in Japan but none better equip¬ 
ped than the one just opened. 

The generosity of an outsider, one who lias never 
seen Seoul or Korea, has brought to our doors the 
means by which the people of this city can secure for their 
sick, rich and poor alike, the advantages of the best 
and latest researches in medical science and surgery. 
Much us we who are out here in the Bast may sympa¬ 
thize with and pity the sufferers of this land, it would 
have been absolutely beyond our reach to provide such 
an institution. Ii has now been bestowed upon us, and 
the least that wo can do will be to take our share in 
furnishing the means for the running of the same. 

In the hospital department there are some forty odd 
beds, and Doctor Avison told us that one hundred yen 
would pay for the keep of a patient in one bed through¬ 
out the year. Thus one hundred yen invested here, will, 
in all probability, give health and strength to an average 
of from eight to ten Koreans each year. Several have 
taken this into consideration and are purposing to pro- 
videthe yearly sustenance for one bed ; and, I should thini; 
that in Seoul, at least forty persons ought to be found 
who would be willing thus to endow a bed, which can 
then he named after the donor, if so desired. The dis¬ 
pensary department where some Id,000 or more patients 
are treated every year, cannot possibly pay its expenses, 
as necessarily a large number of the patients have to be 
provided with medicine free. Here is a way in which 
those who do not care to endow a bed can do something 
to help support the sick in Seoul. 

While the instilntion has been provided through the 
generosity of a Christian gentleman in America, and has 
been placed by him under the care ol’ the Presbyterian 
Board of Mission, as was said at this gathering, it is 
intended to care for all nationalities, all classes, all creeds 
all religions, an*i as such commends itself most heartily 
to all those who have the interest oi' their i'rikr.v man at 
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heart, Is there not a responsibility resting especially 
upon those of us who.have had the advantages of civili¬ 
zation to take our share in the alleviation of the suffering 
around us; and does not this instituion offer us an op¬ 
portunity of doing the same ? 

In our comfortable homes we do not have much 
chance of seeing the condition of the natives of this land ; 
but any of us can easily imagine what it would be, had 
we no physicians, and had we to rely upon poor quackery 
with its acupuncture and blistering, crudely administered 
by so-called doctets who are entirely ignorant of human 
anatomy. After the obnoxious, filthy and foul decoc¬ 
tions that these people prepare and administer, very little 
hope remains for the patient. 

When an American gentieman reaches out arms of 
love and mercy from the other side of the globe to the 
destitute and suffering of this nation, we cannot afford 
to allow ourselves to be hindered from giving at least a 
little of what Providence has so bountifully given us; 
and. thereby, oiler a few crumbs from our table to those 
who, like Lazarus, lie at our doors. 

H. G. Underwood. 


The New Hospital. 

The ideal form of philanthropic giving is the personal 
kind, where the giver comw into personal contact with 
the individual to whom he gives. Shakespeare says that 
mercy is twice blessed because it blesses him who gives 
and him who receives. But aid that is given at second 
nand or through an agent loses at leust a portion of the 
re hex hall of its beneficent power. 

And yet it is manifestly impossible for all people to 
engage to any considerable extent in the work of per¬ 
sonal distribution of their benefactions. Wise giving 
requires a careful examination of the condition and needs 
of the recipient, and such examination takes far more 
time than the mere handing over of the money. The 
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tfreat majority of people, therefore, find it wiser to put 
their money into the hands cf those whose business it is 
to learn the conditions and who for this reason can 
make the most worthy disposal of the funds. Nor is 
this always done simply to save bother ;m<] relieve the 
donor of the onus of personal investigation and contact 
with uncongenial surroundings. Many people are act¬ 
ually afraid of the expressions of thankfulness and love 
which their kindness often elicits and give their money 
through others rather to hide from their left hand what 
the right hand does than to salve the conscience merely. 

In such a land as this, where extreme poverty and 
lack of any considerable moral restraints render poor 
people very susceptible to the temptation to impose 
upon the generosity of the well-to-do, ii is a great ques¬ 
tion how to give without doing more harm than good. 
Ignorance of the language makes it impossible to do 
the work personally and yet there is no man of right 
feeling who is wiping to go on year after year wiLhout 
doing somethiv.g to relieve the suffering which evidently 
exists 

In a general way it may be said that there is no 
object which appeals to all men so commdnly as a free 
hospital. To those who are actuated by the distinctive¬ 
ly religious side of the question it represents a continua¬ 
tion of the personal work of Jesus Christ who paid 
special attention to bodily ailments. To those who are 
actuated simply by humanitarian motives it must ap¬ 
pear as the most definite ar.d genuine of mediums through 
which to aid suffering humanity. There is tile least pos¬ 
sible danger of money being misapplied or of helping peo¬ 
ple that do not need help. A sick man is manifestly un¬ 
able to earn a living; and who of us does not know that 
not one Korean in a thousand has any available fund? to 
fall hack upon in case of temporary disability? 

The Severance Hospital is the only thoroughly or¬ 
ganized and properly equipped institution of the kind it; 
Seoul or its vicinity. The building is free of debt, the 
salaries of its medical staff are guaranteed and ‘Jiercif.re 
czerv toil izhith vet • cv:r will r-e a ireciy •'« ’‘>r cf 
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suffering. The man of broad views will recognize that 
money given even for a subsidiary purpose 6uch as fuel, 
lights and office expenses is as genuinely useful as that 
given directly in the care of the sick, but in this case even 
such a slight objection as this is wanting. Every dollar 
invested is applied directly to the providing of the actual 
wants of the patients. Some members of the foreign com¬ 
munity have already seen fit to assume the support of 
individual beds in the wards of this hospital at the com¬ 
paratively trifling expense of about one hundred yen a 
year and it would seem to be a matter of little difficulty 
to secure forty such guarantees from among a com¬ 
munity such ns this. 

If it Ik objected that when a man builds a hospital 
to be called after his name he* should also enJow it, we 
must remember that Mr. Severance has already practi¬ 
cally endowed the institution with the equivalent of Yen 
35,000. for the sum which he annually donates amounts 
at a minimum estimate to the interest on the above 
sum, reckoned at five per cent. It would seem, then, that 
Mr. Severance has done all that could reasonably be ex¬ 
pected toward the running expenses of the institution. 
Rut is it not true that such an enterprise must exert a 
greater influence over the community both direct and 
reflex if it engages the active financial support of the peo¬ 
ple among whom it is placed? Where the treasure is, 
there the heart, is also, and if you have a little treasure 
invested in this enterprise it will do something toward 
helping you to remember that the physical sufferings 
of this people are beyond your wildest imagination 
and thus keep you true to. your moral obligations to 
them. 

There is everv reason to believe that well-to-do Ko¬ 
reans will he unwilling to have all this work done with 
foreign money and will demand a share in the work. 
Already an attempt has I wen made in the Seoul Young 
Men's Christian Association to endow a bed in the 
Severance Hospital, with Korean funds. Mr. T. II. Yun, 
Vice-minister of Foreign Affairs made a telling appeal ut 
the Y. M. C. A. rooms the other night and there was an 
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instant response. One man pledged 5100 and others 
smaller sums, so that the required amount was raised. 

We wish to bring this matter very plainly before the 
^attention of the foreign community and urge that each 
■individual settle with himself the question whether this 
as not the very >K-st and safest medium through which to 

give expression to his sympathy for the Koreans. To the 
mail without, sympathy any appeal is vain but we do not 
believe there exists such a person in our community. 
-Many of ns are receiving a monthly stipend from the 
Korean government and it it not eminently fitting that 
••a moiety of this sum should revert to the direct relief of 
Korcax suffering? 


The Ghost of a Ghost, 

It was a curious combination of justice and chicanery 
■and illustrated to a dot the Korean ideal of official recti- 
tude. But the reader must judge for himself. 

A Korean country gentleman, Kim for convenience, 
had become a widower with a small son on his hands, 
find as this threw his domestic arrangements into 
confusion he looked about for a number two to share his 
joj-s and sorrows anil incidentally to cook his pap. In 
this quest he was successful and in time another son was 
bom. But by this time the first-boni had grown into a 
young man and had developed a violent dislike to his 
step-mother and Lis lit lie half-brother, and a person even 
less astute than the father could not fail to foresee that 
upon his demise the elder son would show small favor to 
the wife and the child. 

For this reason the old gentleman upon his death-bed 
gave to his wife a piece of paper on which was drawn a 
picture of a man and his son, and told her to keep it 
with great care and when the time came that she could 
no longer make ends meet she should rake the picture to 
the local magistrate and ask redress. He unhesitatingly 
affirmed that justice would thus be done her. 
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Not long after this he breathed his lust, and it was 

but a month or two later that the elder son began to 
show his teeth. The property was'all taken from the 
widow and no provision whatever was made for her sup¬ 
port. She had only one small box in which she preserved 
the picture. The little hoy plead with his big brother to 
help bis mother, ljut was driven from the door with 
blows. Finally the unhappy woman reached the point 
of destitution which her husband had foreseen, awl tak¬ 
ing the picture she 'vent to the office of the prefect and 
told her story. 

The prefect looked long and intently at the piece of 
paper, studied if from even- point of view, but said at 
last that he could make nothing out of it. The enigma 
was too deep for him. He told her to leave the picture 
with him over night and he would think it over. As he 
pondered the matter he concluded there must be some 
solution and was piqued at his own inability to find it. 
Late into the night he sat and thought about it but the 
more he thought the more insoluble became the riddle. 
About midnight he called his servant and ordered a bowl 
of water. After drinking a little he set the bowl down, 
but in doing so a portion of the water was spilkd upon 
the picture which lay on the floor beside him. He was 
startled, for this might injure the picture and lender the 
solution wholly impossible; so he picked up the paper 
carefully and held it near the candle flame to dry it, when 
in! the riddle solved itself. The porous paper was made 
semi-transparent by the water, and the light, shining 
through, revealed a written communication concealed be¬ 
tween the two thicknesses of paper which formed the 
substance of the picture. He glanced around to see 
••vhctlitT his servant had noticed it and was relieved to find 
that he alone was t.lie possessor of the secret. His first 
act was to destroy the picture, after which he retired as 
usual. 

In the morning when the a/ur/s came to pay their re¬ 
spects he ordered one of them to go down to the house of 
t.h<r man who had treated his step-mother no badly and 
announce that the prefect would call there at two in the 
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afternoon. This created something of a sensation and 
when the prefect arrived he found the piece swept and 
garnished. Quite a crowd of the tovvns-people had 
gathered out of curiosity to see what this visit might 
portend. 

As the prefect entered the gate he saw the master of 
the house and the others gathered about the steps of the 
sarem? or reception room but on the left the yard was 
empty. The host came forward to greet him but strange 
to say he waved him aside and looked intently to the 
left. Then folding the front part of his coat about him 
as the Korean dees in the presence of a superior he ad¬ 
vanced a few steps toward the left, bent forward in a 
deferential manner and said: 

Yes, certainly.no, never before.without doubt 

.Oh no, no I could not think of it.yes quite sure. 

no difficulty whatever.It shall be done at once..In- 

a> 

deed I shall not forget. 

All this in reply to apparently unheard questions of 
an unseen interlocutor! The people stood open-mouthed 
with wonder. Had the prefect indeed gone mad? But 
the play was not yet finished. The prefect went toward 
the gate as if taking leave of some one, said good-by 
with the utmost deference and then came back to the 
amazed group of spectators and said: 

“Who was that man?” Thcv hesitated but at last 
one of them made bold to answer: 

“There was no one there.” 

“What; that man 1 was just talking to and who'has 
just gone? You did n't see him?” 

“No, we saw no one nor did we hear anything but 
vour words.” 

“Amazing! Wonderful! Astounding! 1 saw an elderly 
gentleman standing there and he had the air of a great 
official. He spoke to me and said that ill this town his 
widow and her little boy were suffering because the 
grown-up son had defrauded them of their rights. He 
told me he had foreseen this and had buried beneath the 
floor of chut deserted house, over there, three caskets of 
silver and two of gold for the use of his widow, lie told 
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me to lake two of the silver caskets and give the rest to 
his willow. And you never saw him' Well, well, it was 
a singular hallucination. Lotus think no more about it.” 

But what company of people would rest- satisfied 
with this? They protested that there must be some 
reason behind the vision and urged the prefee -1 to dig for 
the treasure. He demurred and said it was foolish but 
was finally persuaded. Mattocks were secured and they 
all hastened to the deserted house where, sure enough, 
the caskets were unearthed. Instead of thinking the pre¬ 
fect was crazy they no* • concluded that he was inspired. 
He took it veiy modestly, nd calling the widow and her 
son turned over the valuable treasure to them. 

“The old gentleman lold me to keep two of the silver 
caskets for myself, but 1 am going to venture to disobey 
him and keep only one.” 

A murmur of admiration went around the company 
and rlu-y, and the woman, tagged him to take two, but 
he p* i-tested thar even the fear of the spirits’anger would 
noi induce him to take more than one. 

Thus the woman was vindicated, the prefect envelop¬ 
ed in the odor of sanctity and his exchequer replenished; 
for the writing in the picture had only revelled the posi¬ 
tion of the buried treasure but had made .10 provision 
for Hie prefect’s squeeze. 


COREA: THE HERHIT NATION. 

5‘RE FACE TO THE SEVENTH EDITION. 

When in October. 1SR2, the publishers of “Corea the 
Hermit Nation" presented this work to the public ol 
F 11 g li s h-spe aking nations, they wrote: 

"Corea stands much the same relation to the travel¬ 
ler that the region of the pole does to the explorer, and 
menaces with the same penally the too inquisitive 
tourist who ventures to penetrate its iuhosjwtable 

borders.” 
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For twcutv-two years, ibis book. besides enjoying 
popular favor, has been made good use of by writers and 
students, in Europe and America, anil lias also served 
even in Korea itself as the first book of general informa¬ 
tion to be read bv missionaries and other new comers 

* 

In this seventh edition, I have added to the original text 
ending with Chapter XLYHT (September, 1882), four 
fresh chapters: on The Economic Condition of Korea, 
Internal Politics: Chinese and Japanese: The War of 

l&yi: Korea an Empire; .and Japan .and Russia in 
Conflict; bringing the history down to the autumn of 
1904. 

Within the brief period of time treated in these new 
chapters, the centre of the word's polities has shifted 
from the Atlantic and the Mediterranean to the waters 
surrounding Korea, the stange anomaly of dual sover¬ 
eignly over the peninsular state has been eliminated, and 
the military reputation oJ Chum ruined. The rise oi 
Japan, within a half century- of immediate contact with 
the West, to the position of a modern state, able first to 
humiliate China and then to grapple with Russia, has 
vitally affected Korea, on behalf of whose independence 
Japan has a second time gone to war with a Power 
vastly greater in natural resources than herself. In 
this period, also, the United States of America has be¬ 
come one of the great Powers interested in the polities of 
Asia, arid with which the would-be* conquerors of Asiatic 
peoples must reckon. 


In arm in sending: forth a work rime has been mo 
heartily welcomed, I reiterate gladly niv great obliga¬ 
tions to the scholars, native and torcign. who have so 
generously aided me by their von vers;.-Turn, correspond¬ 
ence, criticism. and publications, and the nx-:ni>ers o! the 
Korean Branch of ilie Koval Asia civ Sovitry, v. ho have 
honored me with membership ir. then- honor;Jvlc lvirly. 
My special oh;stations are due toour American Minister. 
H. N. Allen, fn- printed documents rind liltstrati vt* :r.at> 
ter; to Professor H rarfl. Hc.ibjrt. Ed.tor of T;i r. K 
KrvtFW, :Vou; the nag;:.« oi wlnen S k.n-.n drawn liberal'' - ; 
and to Professor Asakawa • >:' Parmaii G'iicgc. .oaf. or 
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of “The Early Institutional Lite of Japan." 1 call atten¬ 
tion also to the additions made upon the map at the end 
of the volume. 

J beg again the indulgence of my readers, especially 
of those who by long residence on the soil, while so 
thoroughly able to criticize, have been so profuse in their 
expressions of appreciation. From both sides of the 
Atlantic and Pacific have come these gratifying tokens, 
and to them as well as to my publishers I make glad 
acknowledgments in sending forth this seventh edition. 

Ithaca, N. Y., September 22, 1904. 

\Ym. Elliot Griffis. 


Review. 

Corea e Corea ni by Lieut. Carlo Rossetti, CrS c pp300 
Rome, 1904. Illustatcd. 

We have received from the author a copy of the 
above mentioned book and in spite of one sad deficiency 
in knowledge of the Italian language we have taken 
pains to examine with some care the contents of the 
volume. It is a large crown octavo in flexible covers and 
is an excellent example of typographical and artistic 
skill. It is par excellence a book of illustrations and 
shows the exceptional skill and taste of the author, who 
took most of the photographs himself. An examina¬ 
tion of the letter press will convince anyone that the 
author confined his remarks to things which he had 
personally verified, and made no pretense to an intimate 
knowledge of, or an authoritative voice in, matter which 
can be known only after a long and thorough acquain¬ 
tance with the Korean people. Even a brief account of 
things that one knows at first hand is worth more than 
long' chapters of generalizations and inductions, and the 
author is to be congratulated upon the stamp of veri¬ 
similitude which is impessed upon every page of this 
book. 
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A New Book on Japan* 

We have received from the Japanese authorities a 
neat volume entitled Japan in the Beginning of the 20 th 
Century . It is published by the Imperial Japanese Com¬ 
mission to the Louisiana Purchase Exposition, and con¬ 
tains some 800 pages. After ail the descriptive-and sen¬ 
timental books on Japan based upon a partial or one¬ 
sided observation it in indeed pleasant to take up a book 
that is simply crammed with facts, well authenticated 
facts. In one sense it is dry but in another it is most 
interesting reading. We want to know what Japan has 
back of her as genuine resource from which to draw in 
this her time of life and death str uggle. Nowhere else 
van these facts lie found so succinctly stated, so clearly 
exposed and so scientifically grouped as in this work, 
It has all one wants to know about the geography, 
population, administrative system, agriculture, forestry, 
mines, fisheries, manufactures, foreign and domestic 
trade, finances, army and navy, communication, trans- 
portation and education. Under each of these heads' 
there are numerous subdivisions which take one right 
down to the bed rock of Japanese institutions and life, 
and to one who wants serious and exact knowledge of 
the country we know of no book nearly so satisfactory. 

• A • 

This is the kind of book that will some time be written 
about Korea, giving not mere sketches here and there but 
telling us the facts in their proper proportions and bear¬ 
ings. The Japanese authorities are to be highly com- 
plimer.ted upon the neat and attractive get-up of the 
book, its unexceptionable English anditsentire adequacy 
to fill the requirements of the case. 


Mr. Kennan on Seoul. 

Mr. Geo. Kennan has a very readable article on Seoul 
in the October number of the Outlook. lie is a keen ob- 
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server ancl describes things in a very dramatic way. The 
results of some of the extravagant praises which Mr. 
Hamilton lavished upon Seoul are evident in this article, 
for Mr. Kerman had been given to expect so much that 
his disappointment drove him to the other extreme and 
he could see very little in Seoul worth seeing. For in¬ 
stance his description of the natural scenery about Seoul 
does not imply that Seoul is the most picturesquely situat¬ 
ed city in the Far East with the single exception of Hong¬ 
kong. Mr. Kcnsian leaps from the extreme laudation of 
Mr. Hamilton to the other extreme when he sav.sthat 
Seoul is much more truthfully set forth in the doggerel 
verses of “a former resident of Seoul" who was in fact a 
U. S. Naval officer whose acquaintance with Korea was 
but one degree more complete than that of Mr. Keiraan. 
We must demur at the impression left by the writer's 
reference to semi-nude women on the street. Any resident 
of Seoul will agree that while a few stave women go 
about with the breasts exposed this is not a eharacterstic 
of Korean women on the streets, generally. The term 
‘'semi-nude" implies a far more « bjectionabk state of 
things than artually exists. To have been fair Mr. Ken- 
"nan should have added a contrast between the Japanese 
and Koreans in the matter of nudity, to his other com¬ 
parisons. What we fail to get in any of these passing 
notices of Seoul is a fair comparison. 

Mr. Kemian makes much of the filth and the smells 

of the Capita] but we would .have it clearly understood 

that something more chan a passing observation o! this 

and oilier cities of the East will show that Seoul is less 

objectionable in the matter of offensive odors than any 

native town in the open ports of China. It is notorious 

tl; it the native towns of Tientsin, Chefoo, Shanghai, Su- 

chow and hunt I reds of oLhcrs arc incomparably worse 

than those of Seoul. Mr. Kennan must have seen some 

of these other places, hut one would .gather from his 

article that Seoul stands preeminent in this matter. We 

have been in Tokvo manv times and have never failed to 

•* m 

he more annoyed by evil odors'in that city than in 
Seoul. 
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'•There seem to be no scavenger birds in Korea.” This 
amazing statement shows conclusively that Mr. Kerman 
kept his eyes on the ground, for one of the conspicuous 
things about Seoul is the immense numbers of large 
hawks that soar about the city all day long catching up 
any stray bits of garbage There arc simply thousands 
of them, and when the little boys find a dead mouse they 
amuse theme selves by throwing it up in the air for the 
hawks to swoop down upon and seize before it reaches 
the ground. 

Many of Mr. Herman's statements are true to fact and 
those that fall short of this are due to incomplete or 
imperfect observation. This much may lx* said, that 
for a visit of such short duration and such limited range 
it shows a marvelous power of concentration rmd quick 
appreciation of salient features. 

Of course there is this to he said, that those who , 
have lived here some time get used to conditions as they 
are and are in a sense hardened to them but if we are not 
mistaken it is the general opinion of people who have 
lived in Chinese cities that. Seoul is far preferable to 
them. And as foT sanitation, we should think that Ko¬ 
rean methods are far preferable to the Chinese. Mr. Ken- 
nan doubtless knows that ar. open ditch with the sun 
shining into it all day, though, more repulsive to the eye, 
is far less unhealthful than a ditch indifferently boarded 
over so that the sun cannot get at the germs. It is said 
that diphtheria was practically unknown in Tokyo until 
they covered over the ditches. 

In Seoul there arc ten miles of street that are wide as 

manv of the streets in New York Citv and the dav of the 

* - * 

land is such that every good rain sweeps the sewers fair¬ 
ly clean for an Eastern city. The night soil is all carried 

-out by men who make this a sj>ecinl business. Air. Ken- 
nan unfortunately did not have time to learn what the 
interesting sights in and about Seoul are. Someone 
ought to compile a good guide book to the capital and 
vicinity so that travellers will not go away and say they 
cannot find things of interest here. 
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Editorial Comment. 

Tltis number of the Review may properly Ik* called the 
Hospital nation. We have given a lull account uf the 
beginniitgs of the new Severance Hospital and have add¬ 
ed some words by different people as to the value of this 
work and the duty of foreigners in Seoul and Korea 
generally to rally to the support of this institution. It 
needs no other words to commend it to the public, and 
we feel sure that there will be a geneious response to the 
appeal. Since tlie articles were in press wc Have lea riled 
that two Korean merchants in the vicinity of the hospit¬ 
al joined in guaranteeing the .support of one of the beds. 


We have decided to suspend the publication of the 
Korea Review with the end of this year. It was begun 
four vears ago as a “Medium of communication between 
those who are interested in Korean matters,’ 1 an ideal 
which has not been realized. Foreigners in Korea who 
are competent to handle questions of history, folk-lore, 
language, sociology, religion and other topics hare been 
too much engaged in other matters to spend time in 
writing, the consequence being that the entire work has 
fallen upon the shoulders of a single individual. One 
third of the space has been filled with a detailed history 
of Korea from the earliest beginnings to the present 
hour. That being now completed the work «>i supplying 
material for the magazine will lx- increased by fifty jxt 
cent. There is abundance of material at hand to con¬ 
tinue the publication of this magazine indefinitely, and 
while tl»e management acknowledges no difficulty in se¬ 
curing interesting matter we think that a magazine 
like this ought to be filled with articles from many 
pens rather than from one alone. We should probably 
hare stopped sooner had we nm felt in duty bound to 
keep on until rise history wa* completed, but now we 
feel at liberty to say our work is done and if the public is 
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to have a magazine it must be the product of a common 
effort. It has been suggested that there arc many who 
would write for the magazine if they were solicited for 
material, but we do not care to ask any favors. If peo¬ 
ple arc- not interested enough in the interchange of infor¬ 
mation about Korea to submit material of their own 
accord no amount of solicitation would be of use. 

We are tar from granting that the magazine has not 
beet! a success. The list of subscribers has grown con¬ 
tinually and every month secs new names upon ihe mail¬ 
ing list from America and Europe. The Review circu¬ 
lates in America. Canada. England, Scotland. Ireland. 
Prance, Germany. Norway, Sweden, Russia. Italy. Mor¬ 
occo, South Africa, India, Annarn, Australia, China. Jap¬ 
an and Korea. So far as we can learn there is net dimi¬ 
nution of interest in the periodical and we at e constantly 
receiving letters from abroad expressing interest in this 
publication. Financially the Review has been as success¬ 
ful as we ever expected it would be, in that it has paid 
for itself and more. The sole reason for discontinuing is 
that the mere manual labor of preparing the manuscript, 
reading proof and attending to the business interests of 
the magazine leave so little time for other and, as we lx.*- 
licvi. more important work. 

We would be pleased to receive from any subscriber 
his views as to the utility of continuing publication and 
suggestions as to the way in which this can >*.> done 
without letting the entire burden of it tall upon a single 
individual. Wc still hold to the opinion that there ought 
to be a magazine of some kind published in Korea. Ii 
should he of a general nature and bike up at least as 
wide a range of subjects as the Review. It may be that 
some other individual would be willing to shoulder the 
responsibility and the work alone. It may be that a 
joint committee ;*r company could he found whereby the 
work would be divided up. The p'vscut management 
would gladly ca-opcraic with any such committee nr 
body or would lum the whole thing over t«. them in tin 
interests of the pr.blic. 

As the matter stands, therefore, the Kokk.v kg view as 
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now operated, will suspend publication on the thirty- 
first of Ifeceuiber 1901. If there are any who desire to 
complete their tile of the Review, we have on hand a cer¬ 
tain number of odd copies of many of the issues and 
these can be obtained upon application. 

If there are any who have odd numbers of the first 
volume, 1901, we will lie glad to purchase them, pay- 
ing the full amount that they originally cost. And for 
full sets of the 1903 Review we will pay five yen. 

We have already indicated by circular that tlie His¬ 
tory of Korea in two volumes, with copious indexes, ap¬ 
pendices and chronological, geographical and other tables 
will be issued about the end of the year, bound in half- 
leather. Our purpose was primarily to furnish a few 
sets <>{ the his to ry alone for librariefi at home, bat there 
has been some little demand for it here so that we have 
reserved a few sets for the local trade. The readers of 
the Review already have the subject matter of the history 
serially in the four years of the magazine but it is evident 
that tile general index for the history itself will not apply 
to the history as printed serially, because of the difference 
in paging. The various sketch maps of Korea at various 
stages of her history, some seven in number, will appear 
in the history proper. The considerable expense con¬ 
nected with their publication makes it impossible to 
furnish them free in connection with the Review, as we 
would like to have done. 


News Calendar. 

!t it with giejU te^rel dial we nave to record the death, on Oct. 
•. ii:. <»1 Jost|>;i .V.Isu Kearns, the infant son of Rev. and Mrs. Kearns, 
o: f-m-cli'i'ii ul liiw ot wventeen months- 

V'fc lf-arn from the far linrlh liiul ‘ever since the gathering of 
the tonghiri in all the County •peals of North rveng-vaug Province on 
‘ Vi. Sth they have been Havin'.; a hard time of it. They have been 
‘.earelie.ii lor hy the ''fleeter police-' in a most relentless way. and all 
'"T the Mike *>:' ‘squeeze'. It has gotten to such a state that in some 
'■ectjom- the country H.v. ]<.<->; are deserted, and everywhere, as a result 
of persecution at<! forced labor on the railroad, harvesting has 
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been much delayed. The work on the railway all tht way up from 
Seoul, wherever I saw it on my over land tnp. is well advanced and with 
Lhc exception of the bridges over the Hr streams I should think they 
cot Id have it opciatjrig to Pveng-yang this winter as they claim. The 
grader in some places are tremendous, especially over one bill in Chung* 
Wha. The labor question is a had on*-, hn'vfver. anil the Japanese have 
won the most universal and bitter hatreii of the Koreans. The policy 
teems '« differ every fen mile- according to the whim of the man in 
charge, fn many place* there is no pay and in others oulr a very 
snia'l wage. The wort', thing I have heard of the Japanese doing was 
tl»? burning of a whole village of eighteen houses near Wiju as the re¬ 
mit of n cimdl fight ceased by the unjust lUmundc of OUU C*f the vil¬ 
lainous Korean itilerprtters. Only tour or Jive of the uwoers were in¬ 
volved i:: the trouble Three or font hundred troops were sent over 
from Ac-tung to burr, the village. This seizing oi large section* of land 
for til'll net* ports, notably on the Past hank of the Ta-dong River 
above CbitMiampo. al.sotbirtv //from An-ju and thirly //from Pak-cbnio 
wltli absolutely no pay Jot the 'and is nothing better laau common 
stealing ” 

It is unfortunately evident that while the underlying principle of 
Japano-e action may be all right :1ip methods they use to carry tUeiii 
out at* sometimes oper to grave questions. 

A very painful inride.m occurred last month rear Pusan. Some 
Japanese coolies were making trouble at -.lit house of a Korean attached 
toRei-G Engel The latter went to the Koreau s suppor t and suc¬ 
ceeded in driving the Japanese away. Thereupon the Noiean who was 
natuib lv rather cxciteil called *.o them saving that they could not ride 
rough shod over Lis rights since he had a foreigner to deieud him. 
Thereupon the Japanese came I aek and a-.tackeJ Mr. Engle with gvtat 
ferocity and after rendering him insensible tied him to two posts, head 
to one and feet to another and left him. The matter *as referred to 
Seoul und became the subject of diplomatic con in: unici'tiou. The Jap¬ 
anese authorities Teeognize the lawless character of Watty of tbe.tr nu¬ 
ll on u. 4 ir. Korea and it is greatly to be wished that these men might be 
held in cheek in some way. It is a heavy stride upon the good will 
which Americans and P.rilisb have hud und still try to have for the 'ate 
aueseiu their struggle 

The completion of the Pc: oil Fusan Railway marks an epoch in the 
materia, progress<f Ktreu. Jl iso great work and deserving *.<f piatsv 
though m the construction of it the Koreans have be^n made to itar 
that toe Ji.voneee pe« ple '.noe 1.111 all re-pact fo* their Thin tell¬ 

ing may "eu; away as the Koreans come to see the great benefits the.-, 
it may bring them if rightly u-<d 

Vi Seuug-maa who was imprisoned for five or six years on account 
of his connection with the Independence Club and who Las hut reect-p 
ly been liberated, lias gone to America to t ike a course of study. lie 
is u man of exceptional ability ami hi e.ir.tlj u.” viei.*aud tlic future -fco.ild 
buve in store for him a very useful career. 
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An attempt Lab been made to secure a rougJ estimnte of tiu: num¬ 
bers of Il-chin and Chin-lto followers in the country and it is ioitnd that 
tlier*- can hardly he less than 50.00:' of them in all 

The Crown Princess of Korea d : e J . cm the sixth of November alter 
a tinkering illness. This sad event threw the court aud the people into 
double mourning and extended the period oi oumrning on- year be¬ 
yond that for the late Oueci? Dowager. The iuuoiul cipcowj were put 
at S' o-x.’.ouo but the Adnaer to the Finance Department demurred and 
advised that tlit sum he cut in two. 

The Japanese authorities complain that stones ore pnt on the track 
of the Seoul Fusan Railway, and threaten to take the matter of bringing 
these people to justice into tlieir own Lauds unless the government at¬ 
tends to it. 

A man in Mapo dressed up two little boys in women’s clothes and 
sold them as slaves. The purchaser discovered tbc fraud and the seller 
wits arrested There is no such thing as male shivery in Korea hence 
the illegality of the act. aside tic.ru its otherwise fraudulent character. 

The American Legation guard has been relieved and tweiily-eight 
new Ttierr have been stationed in Seoul in their place. On the whole 
the men fee! that they bare had a pretty good lime heir., though rather 
quiet. < Mie. oj the new arrivals said very feelingly that "It is good to 
get into a place where people shake bauds " itli a fellow." The Ameri¬ 
can resident* of Spoilt have luteu Special pm* tn nrftuni/c different 
forms of ectcrt.imtrerrt for the "hove" and. this i* much appreciated 
We Lust that this effort will hr continuer, and enlarged during tbc pr«u 
eni wintei uml lhat the genuine dcmonocracv of the American people 
will lie demonstrated in acts of social Courtesy t > these voting tnen. 

The Minister nf Education Yi Cha-gcul; returned from Japan via 
the Sr.iiul Fusiiu Railway arriving In Seoul "ii the Fust of Dceruil*: . 
lie was met. at [lie ‘.ratim: by hundred?,of the school boys of >ei>ul with 
lanterns and received quite »» ovation. T. :s much to he hoped that 
his experiences in Japan will pave the way u radical and far-rroching 
reforms in the system, or lack *>: system, of education ir. this country. 
The Japanese was eminently right who ariv-srd that hprenfter money 
should !;e diverted front the army estimates to those of education 
The Koituu army w:l! never ariocnt to an v t'.vng until popular educa¬ 
tion results ir. that enlightened public sentiment called patriotism. 

A daughter wus burn to Rev. and Mrs t . E. Sharp of Seoul on 
N-'C 15th. 

A woniar. ci Nart-po canu up to Seoul and threw herself on the 
ground x trot!* 1*1 the Palace gate and crie i w -lit Empcior fur help. 
V’li.'i a.-kri*. what tbc troupe was she said tl.jl -be nidtulh bad beer 
born witn a vesy tin fort uuau t^ai-cha tat au juinckv rime) :«r her 
husband died asd left her with .1 Young son .uni 1 he quest iuiui*.- legacy 
o: tuoiber-iu-iaw. The uncle ol bet bush: 1 - .•barged her with » 'cri- 
011 ‘ oft rare against tuoip.lsauC drove her away and seized a.l her fcottsr- 
hol'l v.lrc.'. She hud applied to magistrate- nut yn.-cmo*s with si 
avail and at last in desperation $be deieuninei 1 • '.ltr'.'W <<er-el. ;t :Ue 
reel ol lut- soverct.gr - wiiess. The iimperur sen*, word to her ap* 
p'y to iht Low O.Tce uui sac proceed cc to pr .sent her clam, there 
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The historian of the future, taking His stand above and 
out of the smoke of battle, wiU take a dispassionate view of 
the whole situation. Then and not till then will it be possi¬ 
ble to tell whether the present recorders of events are right 
in asserting that while the policies of both Powers are essent¬ 
ially selfish the success of Russia's policy involves the dis¬ 
integration and national ruin of the peoples she comes iu 
contact with while the success of Japan’s policy demands 
the rehabilitation of the Far Fast. 

Much depended npon the attitude which Korea should 
finally assume toward these two mutually antagonistic 
policies. Tf she had sided with Japan and had shown a fixed 
determination to resist the encroachments of Russia by adopt¬ 
ing a policy of internal renovation which would enlist the in¬ 
terest and command the admiration of the world, the prcscu*. 
war might have been indefinitely postponed. Whether it could 
have been finally avoided would depend largely upon the 
changes that are taking place in Russia herself where in 
spite of all repressive agencies education and enlightenment 
are filtering in and causing a gradual change. Here again 
the future historian may be able to say with confidence that 
it was better that the war came when it did in that it 
confirmed Japan iu her course of commercial, industrial aDd 
intellectual expansion, guaranteed China against disintegra¬ 
tion and opened the eyes of the Russians themselves to their 
need of radical internal reform. And he may be able to say 
that the temporary suspension of Korean autonomy was but 
a small price to pay for these enormous benefits to the Far 
East and to the world at large. 


Chapter XXVI. 

RttlirtJ of Yt YotJg-ib.... Attack on Japanese Hank-(Government 

back & down .. *« Reman Catholic troubles in Whang b5 Province .... 
trials at Hi-ja .. .difficulty battled ...Korean students to be sent t& 
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Ruseia.. ..The Russian limber concession... .Russia enters Yong- 
an:po... .Korean psopliecies... .Japan. England and America urge 
the opening of Yongampo... . Ra.^sia prevents it. .. .Russians exr 
ceed limits of concession... .Japanese protest ... Port Nicholas.... 
Japanese suspend business in Seonl. .. -Korean pawn brokers slop 
husinebs ..Legation gua.as ... government protest again si them 
... .(ears ol pi-pul a* uprising . . .native press incendiary.... fears ol 
trouble in tlie country.. .Foreigner threatened. 


The year 1903 behe'd the rapid culmination of the diffi¬ 
culties between Japan and Russia, It had already become 
almost sure that war alone would eul the Gordian knet, and 
it any more proof was necessary this year supplied it. 

Yi Yong-ik in Foil Arthur received assurance from the 
Emperor that u be returned lie would be given a powerful 
guard, and hr this be was doubtless seconded by the Russiaps 
who could use hnn to better advantage iu Seoul than m Port 
Arthur. He Id- graphed lor 15,000 bags of Aunain rice and 
arrived in Chemulpo on the very day tile rice came. It 

formed a sort >.f peace offering which, in the temporary 
scarcity, was very agreeable to the people. His return was 
the signal for a vigorous attack upon Japanese interests. 
On the eleventh of the preceding September the Acting 
Minister of Foreign Affairs had issued an order prohibiting 
the use o: the Japjiuciw -*ank notes, alleging that .“incc they 
were not government notes they were unsafe. This was a 
direct breach of faith, because as we have seen the Japanese 
Bank had already obtained the full consent of the govern¬ 
ment to issue and circulate these notes It is almost incon¬ 
ceivable that any man of ministerial rack would be so devoid 
uf ordinary common sense as to attempt such a thing us this. 
Of course there was an instant and peremptory protest on the 
part of the Japanese authorities and the government had to 
stultify irnelt by taking it all back. The promise was made 
that the governors of the provinces would be instructed tore- 
move all objections to the circulation of the notes, but the 
promise was never kept. Now on the. seventeenth of Jan- 
nary Yi Yong-ik, who bad but just returned, made a fierce at¬ 
tack upon the Japanese bank and a note was sent from the 
Finance Deparnneut to that of Foreign Affairs demanding by 
what right toe latter had ventured to interfere in the finances of 
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Vhe country. Gho PyBng-sik who had reinstated the Japanese 
notes was dismissed from the Foreign Office and everything 
fell into the hands of Vi Yong-ik. A few days later the Mayor 
of Seoul posted a circular forbidding the use of these not'.; 
<*ti pain of severe punishment. This went all over the coun¬ 
try and there was an immediate run on the bank, which was 
tided over with the greatest difficulty. Of course the Jap- 
auese were iu a position to make reprisals, and after a little 
pointed talk the bluster of the favorite subsided to a weak 
whisper, ami the authorities apologized in the most abject 
manner. It should be noted that the Russians gave no help 
to Yi Yong-ik wbeu it came to the point of<au actnal breach 
with Japan. 

For some time there bad been great unrest throughout 
the province of VVhacg-hft owing to the lawless acts of the 
Roman Catholic adherents there. The matter was brought 
clearly before the notice of the Government through American 
Protestant missionaries because many of the Protestaut native 
Christians had been involved in those troubles and had 
been imprisoned, beatcu. tortured and robbed by those w ! ho 
were avowedly members of the Roman Church. A number 
ol these -lawless acts were committed uuder the sign and 
seal of the Church itself. When the matter became too 
notorious to escape action on the part of the Government 
a native -official named Yi Jiting-ik was appointed as a 
special Commissioner to go to HA-ju, the capital the pro¬ 
vince. and investigate the matter thoroughly. Foreign re¬ 
presentatives of ln>ih the Rornau Catholics and of the Pro¬ 
testants were present and tbe trial was instituted IU A per¬ 
fectly fair and impartial manner. It was clear that the truth, 
the whole truth and nothing but the troth was to be elicited 
by this triai and after vain attempts to quash the indictment 
one of the French Catholic priests left the place accompanied . 
and followed by a considerable number of those agaiust 
whom there were most serious charges. These people 
gathered at a certain town and assumed a '-hreateniog at¬ 
titude toward the Korean Government, but though all the 
foreign Roman Catholic representatives refused to attend the 
trial of the dozen or more of their adherents who had ln-eu 
arrested, the trial continued aud charge; alter charge of the 
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most grievous uatore was proved, one mao being convicted 
of murder. During the trial various attempts weTe nude to 
discredit the Commissioner but before the end of the trials 
his power was greatly increased. Tbe result was to put an 
end to the difficulties and though those responsible for the 
outrages were never adequately punished it is probable that 
the Korean Government sufficiently demonstrated its pur¬ 
pose to deal with such matters in a strictly impartial manner. 

The great preponderance of Russian influence was 
manifested early in 1905 by the decision on tbe paTt of the 
Government to send a number erf yooug Koreans to Russia 
to study, but when it came to the point of selecting the men 
it was found that there was no desire on tbe part of tbe 
students to go. This was cue iD part to the feeling that 
Korean students abroad arc not looked after very carefully 
by the authorities and there are long delays in, if not complete 
cessation of, transmission of money for their support. 

Early in the year it transpired that the Russians had 
obtained from the Korean Emperor a concession to cut 
timber along the Yalta River. Tbe thing was dotre secretly 
and irregularly and the government never received a tithe of 
the value of the concession. By this act the government 
dispossessed ilself of one of its finest sources of wealth and 
sacrificed future millious for a few paltry thousand in hand, and 
a promise to pay a share of the profits, though 110 provision was 
made for giving the government an opportunity of watching 
the work in its own interests. Soots after the Russians had 
begun to work the concession they began to make advances 
for the obtaining of harbor facilities in connection with it. 
The port of Yougampo was decided upon and the Korean gov¬ 
ernment was asked to allow the Russians tbe nse of it for 
this purpose. This created a very profound impression opon 
/ apati and upon the world at large, Tt was felt that this was 
giving Russia a foothold upon the soil of Korea,and Russia’s 
history shows that, once gained, the point would never be 
given up. The activity of Russia in the north gare rise to 
the notion that Japanese inftmrncc was predominant in the 
southern half 0? the peninsula and Russian in the northern 
half. This gave birth to all sorts of minors among the Korean 
people and the ancient books were ruusacked for prophecies 
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that would fit the situation. One of these is worth repeating 
since it illustrates very perfect!; the Korean tendeucv to 
consult some oracle in times of national peril. This partic¬ 
ular prophecy is supposed to soy that "‘when white pine-trees 
grow in Korea the northern half of the peninsula will go to 
the Tartar and tbc southern half lo the Shrimp.'’ Japan, from 
its shape, is saic to resemble a shrimp, while Tartar covers tbc 
Muscovite. The people interpreted the “white pines” to re¬ 
fer to the telegraph poles ! And thus the prophecy was con¬ 
sidered to mean that when Korea is opened to foreign inter¬ 
course it will be divided between Russia aod Japan It can¬ 
not be said ’hat this caused any considerable stir among the 
people and its only value lies in the certain indication that it 
afforded of the general unrest and suspicion among them. 
As a whole the attitude of the Korean has always bccu 
a rational and consistent one as between Russia and Japan. 
He has a greater personal antipathy for the latter because 
they have come into closer contact, but there is a mysterious 
dread in bis heart which warns him of the Russian. He will 
never say which he would rather have iu power here, but 
always says, “J pray to be delivered from them both." 

Japan began tc urge upon the government the necessity 
of opening Vongampo to foreign trade, but Russia, of course, 
opposed this with all her powers of persuasion. Great Brit¬ 
ain and the United States joined in urging the opening of 
the port. The United States had already arranged for the 
opening of the port of Antung just opposite Vongampo, 
and for the sake of trade it was highly desirable that 
a port on the Korean side of the Yalu should be opened. It 
had do special reference to the Russian occupation of the 
port, but as pressuje was being brought to bear upon the gov¬ 
ernment to throw open the port it was considered an oppor¬ 
tune time to join forces in pushing for this desired end. 
And it was more for Tbe interest of Korea to do this than for 

any of the powers tb.it were urging it. Such an act would 
have becu a check to Russian aggression and would have 
rendered nugatory any ulterior plan she might have as re¬ 
gards Korea. But the Russiau power in Seoul was too great. 
It had imt upheld Hie cau-e of V: Yong ik in vain, and the 
government, while using very speuum* language, withstood 
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vvcry attempt to '-cure tlie opening of the port. At last the 
American Government modified its request and asked that 
Wiju lie opened, but to this Russia objected almost as strong¬ 
ly as to the other. There cat) be little doubt that this un- 
compromising attitude of Russia on the Korean border con¬ 
firmed Japan in the position she had doubllesss already as¬ 
sumed. It was quite evident that the force of arms was tbe 
only thing that would make Russia retire from Korean 
soil. 

All through ihe summer com pb inis came i:i from the 
north that the Russians wore working tbcirowu will along the 
.northern border and taking every advantage of the ioosc 
language in which the agreement had been worded. Again 
and again information came up to Seoul that the Russian 
^.itents were going outside the limits specified in the bond but 
there was no one to check it. It was impossible to police the 
territory encroched upon and there is reason to believe 
that tlie Government chafed under the imposition. At least 
the telcgtaph lines which ibe Russians erected entirely with¬ 
out warrant were repeatedly toru down by emissaries of the 
Government and apparently without check fiom the ceutral 
authorities. 

In the Summer when the text of the proposed Agreement 
between Russia and Korea anent Yongampo became public 
the Japanese Government made a strong protest. She probably 
knew th -t this was a mere form but she owed it to herself to 
file a protest against such suicidal actiou oa the part oi Korea. 
1 he insolence of the Russians swelled to the point of renam¬ 
ing Yongampo l**»rt Nicholas. 

In October the Japanese merchants in Seoul and other 
commercial centers began calling in all outstanding moneys, 
with the evident expectation ol war. All brokers and loan 
associationsc-w>e;i their accounts and xclused to make forth'.r 
loan- It i» more than probable that they hud received the 
hint that it might be well to suspend operations for the time 
being. From this time until war was declared the jeuple of 
Korea waited in utmost suspense. The\ knew war only as a 
universal desolation. They U.ni no notion ol any of the com- 
p:ii Hive amenities of modem warfare *«r the imuiunit'v-* of 
ooiicotabatauts. War meant to them the breaking up of 4ue 
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very foundations of society, and many a time the anxious in¬ 
quiry was put as to whether the war would probably be 
fought on Korean soil or in Manchuria. Onc-c more Korea 
found herself the "Shrimp between two whales" and doublv 
afflicted in that whichever one should win she would in all 
probability form pari of the booty of the victor. 

The year 11,04. which wili be recorded iu history as one of 
the most momentous in all the annals of the Far Hast, opened 
upon a very unsatisfactory state of things in Korea. Ii had 
become as certain as any future event can be that Japan and 
Russia would soon be at swords points. The negotiations 
between these two powers were being carried on in St. Peters- 
burg and. as published later, were of the most unsatisfactory 
nature. Japm was completing her arrangeineuts for strik¬ 
ing the blow which fell on February the ninth. Of course 
these plans were not made public but there was conflict in the 
very air and all men were bracing themselves for the shock 
that they fell mtjsi soon come. The action of Japanese money¬ 
lenders in suspending operations was followed in January by 
the Korean pawn brokers and at a season when such action 
inflicted the greasiest possible harm upon the poor people of 
the capital, who find it impossible to live without temporarily 
hvpjthecating a portion of their personal effects. This to¬ 
gether with the excessive cold aroused a spirit of iior*-*t 
which came near assuming dangerous proportious. Surne of 
the native papers were so unwise esto fan the embers by dilat¬ 
ing upon the hard conditions under which the Koreans labor¬ 
ed. Their sharpest commeuts were directed at the Govern* 

incut but their tendency was to incite the populace ugoinftt 

foreigners. 

All through tbc mouth the various foreign legations were 
bringing in guards to protect their legations and their respec¬ 
tive nationals and this very natural and entirely justifiable 
action was resented by the Government. It protested time 
and again against the presence 0: foreign troops, as if their 
coming were in seme way an insult to Korea. The officials 
in charge theieby showed their utter incompetence to diag¬ 
nose the situation correctly. It was well known thal the 
disaffection among the Korean troops in Seoul was great and 
that the dangerous element knoivu as the Peddlaxs Guild was 
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capab'e of anv excesses. The nnfrimdlv attitude of Yi 
Yoi»x-ik ami Yi Keun-tflk towards western foreigners, except¬ 
ion Russians and French, together with their mure or less 
close connection with the Peddlars was sufficient reason for 
the precautionary measures that were adopted. But the na¬ 
tive papers made matters worse by ridiculing both the gov¬ 
ernment and the army. At one time there was considerable 
solicitude on the part of foreigners, not lest the Korean pop¬ 
ulace itself would break into open revolt but lest some vio¬ 
lent faction would be encouraged by the authorities to make 
trouble; so little confidence had they in the good sense of the 
court fivorite. It was fairly evident that in case of trouble 

the Japanese would very soon hold the capital and it was 

6 

feared that the violently pro Russian officials, despairing of 
protection at the hands of Russia, would cause a general 
insurrection, hoping in th= tumult to make good cheir escape. 
It was Mt that great precautions should be taken by foreign¬ 
er^ not to give any txcr.se for a popular uprising. The electric 
cars diminished their speed so as to obviate the possibility of 
any accident, for even the smallest casualty might form the 
match while would set the people or fire. 

But popular unrest was not confined to Seoul. A serious 
movement was begun in the two southern provinces waere.it 
was reported, hundreds of the afuus or prefectural constables 
were preparing to lead a formidable insurrection. The firm 
hold that these men have upon the people made it not unlike¬ 
ly that it would prove much more serious than the Tcngbak 
insurrection of 1894. Front the north, as well, persistent 

reports came of the banding together of the disaffected people, 

-and foreign residents ir. those parts affirmed that they had 
never before seen such a state-of affairs. One of them was 
driven from a country village and threatened with death if he 
.-hou'.d ever return. The Korean soldiers who formed the 
garrison of Pyeug-yang joined the police iu breaking into the 
houses of wealthy natives and stealing money and goods. 
The authorities remonstrated, but without effect. By the 
twentieth of January the tension became so great in Seoul 
that a considerable number of the wealthy natives began 
removing there families and there valuables to the country. 
About the 70th of January the report circulated that Russia 
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^»ad proposed dial non hern Korea tir- made a neutral zone 
and that Japan exercise predominant influence in the south. 
This was only an echo of the negotiations which were near¬ 
ing the breaking point in St Petersburg, and it confirmed 
those who knew Japan in their opinion that war alone could 
settle the matter. On the following day the Korean Govern¬ 
ment issued its proclamation of neutrality as between Russia 
and Japan, This curious action, taken before any declaration 
•of war or any act of hostility, was a pretty demonstration 
of Russian tactics. It was evident that incase of war Japan 
would be the first in the field and Korea woutd naturally 
be the road by which she would attack Russia, Therefore 
while the two were technically at peace with each other 
Korea was evidently induced by Russia to put forth a 
premature declaration of neutrality iu order to anticipate 
any use of Korean territory by Japanese troops. At the 
Lime this was done the Foreign Office was shorn of all real 
power and was only the motitb-piece through which these 
friends of Russia spoke in order 10 make their pronoance- 
■ments official. ll was already known that two of tlie most 
powerful Koreans at court had strongly urged that Russia be 
asked to send troops to guard the imperial palace in Seoul 
and the Japanese were keenly or. the lookout for evidences 
of bad faith in the matter of this declared neutrality. When, 
therefore, they picked up a boat ail the Yellow Sea a few 
days later and found on it a Korean bearing a letter to Port 
Arthur asking for troops, and that, while unofficial in form, 
it came from the very officials who had promulgated the 
declaration of neutrality, it became abundantly clear that 
the spirit of neutrality was non-existent. It must be left to the 
future historian to declare whether the Japanese were justified 
in impairing a declared neutrality that existed only in name 
and under cover of which the Korean officials were proved to 
beactiogin a manner distinctly hostile to the interests of Japan. 

All through January the Japanese were busy making 
military stations every fifteen miles between Fusan and 
Seoul. All along the line small buildings were erected, suf¬ 
ficiently large to house twenty or thirty men. On January 
22nd Gen. Ijichi arrived in Seoul as military attachd uf the 
Japanese Legation. The appointment of a man of such 
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rank as this was most significant and should have aroused 
the Russians to a realizing sense of their danger, but it did 
not do so. Four days leter this general made a filial appeal 
totbe KoreanGovernment,asking for some definite statement 
as to its attitude toward Russia aud Japan. Tbc Foreign 
Office answered that the government was entirely neutral. 
Two days later the Japanese lauded a large amount of barley 
at the port of Kansan, a few hours' run south of Cheoialpo, 
aud a light railway of the Decauvilie type was also lauded 
at the same place. On the 29th all Korean students were 
recalled from Japan. 

Ou February the first the Russians appeared to be the 
only'ones who did not realize that tronble was brewing, 
otherwise why should they have stored x,joo tons of coal and 
a quantity of barley in their godowus on Roze Island in 
Chemulpo Harbor on the second of that monthi 1 On the 
seventh the government received a dispatch from Wiju say¬ 
ing that sereal thousand Russian troops were approaching 
the border and that the Japanese merchants and others were 
preparing to retire from that place. The same day the Foreign 
Office sent to all the open ports ordering that news should 
lie immediately telegraphed of any important movements. 

Ou tile eighth day of February the Japauese posted 
notices in Seoul and vicinity that what Japan was about to 
do was dictated by motives of right and justice and that the 
property and personal rights of Koreans would be respected. 
Koreans were urged to report any cases of ill-treatment to 
the.Japanese authorities and immediate justice was promised. 
From this day the port of Chemulpo was practically blockad¬ 
ed by the Jopjncac and only by their ctmaenl could vessels 
enter or clear. 

Having arrived at the point oi actual rupture between 
japan and Russia, it is uecessary before entering into any de¬ 
tails of the struggle to indicate the precise bearing of it upon 
Korea.- Jaj>an has always looked upon Korea as a land whose 
political status and affinities are of vital interest to herself; 
just as Kngland mice looked upon-the Cinque ports, namely 
as a possible base of hostile 3 ctroa. and therefore to be care¬ 
fully watched. One of two things have therefore been deem¬ 
ed essential, either that Korea should be thoroughly indepen.- 
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den* or that she should he under a Japanese protectorate. 
These two ideas have animated different parties in japan, 
and have led to occasional troubles. There is one radical (ac¬ 
tion which has consistently and persistently demanded that 
Japjc's suzerainty over Korea should be established and 
maintained, and it was the unwillingness ol the Japanese 
authorities to adopt strong measures in the Peninsula which 
led 10 the Satsuma Rebellion. Another iarge fraction of the 
Japanese, of more modulate aud rational view, are committed 

to tlic policy of sitnplj holding tot hr independence of Korea, 

3rg>:ing very rightly that if such independence is maintained 
and the resources of the country are gradually de\ eloped Ja¬ 
pan will reap all the material advantages of the situation 
without shouldering the burden of the Korean administration 
or meeting the violent opposition of the Koreans which such 
a step would inevitably entail. It is this latter policy which 
has prevailed and according to which Japan has attempted tc 
work during the past three decades. It is this which actuat¬ 
ed her during the period of China’s active claim to suzer¬ 
ainty and finally caused the war of 1S04 which finally settled 
the question of Korea’s independence. But following upon 
this came the encroachments of Russia in Manchuria and the 
adoption of a vigorous policy in Korea. Japan’s efforts to 
preserve the intrinsic autonomy of Korea were rendered 
abortive partly through mistakes which her own representa¬ 
tives and agents made but still more through the supiueness 
3rd venality of Korean officials. The subjects of the Czar at 
the capital of Korea made use of the most corrupt officials at 
court and through them opposed Japanese interests at every 
point. Furthermore they made demands for exclusive rights 
in diScrent Korean ports and succeeded tn encroaching upon 
Korean sovereignty in Yongatnpo. The evident policy 
of Russia was to supplant Japan in the peninsula, and no rea¬ 
sonable person can fail to see that it was their ultimate plan 
to add Korea to the map of Russia, The cause of the war 
was. therefore, the necessity laid upon Japan of safe-guarding 
her vital interests, nay her very existence, by checking the 
encroachments of Russia upon Korean territory. 

Hut befoi c Stibuikti-g *br matter to thu arbitratu^ul of 
the sword Japan exerted every eSort to make Russia define 
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her intentions in tbe Far East. With a patience that elicited 
the admiration of tbe world she kept plying Russia wilh per¬ 
tinent questions until at lart it was revealed that Russia in* 
tended to deal with Mancharia as she wished and would con¬ 
cede Japanese interests in Southern Korea,, only and ever* 
then only as Japan would engage not to act rn that sphere 
as Russia was acting in Manchuria. 

All this time the Japanese people were ctamoring for 
war. They wanted to get at the throat of their manifest foe; 
but their Government, in a masterly way, held them in check, 
kept its own secrets so inviolable as to astonish the most as¬ 
tute diplomatists of the day, and at last, when tbe hour struck, 
she declared for war without having weakened the euthusiasm 
of her people and without giving occasion to adverse critics to 
Si«y tbat sbe bad yielded to popular importunity. When she 
communicated to Russia her irreducible minimum one would’ 
think that even the blind coutd see that war was certain to- 
follow soou. Rut even then, if there is any truth in direct 
evidence, the great majority of the Russians laughed tbe 
matter aside as impossible. The moderation and self-corn rot 
of Japan was counted to her for hesitation, so that when the 
moiueut for action came and Japan sprang upon her like ai 
tigress robbed of her whelps, Russia cried aloud that she had 
been wronged. It was ou the morning of the seventh that 
Baron Rosen's credentials had' been handed back to him in 
Tokyo. The evening before this the Japanese Minister had 
left St. Petersburg. Thisiu itself- was a declaration o: war, 
but iorly hours elapsed before Japan struck the first blow. 
During those hour- Russia had ample time in which to with¬ 
draw her boats from Chemulpo even though the Japanese re¬ 
fused to transmit telegrams to Seoul, A fast boat freer Port 
Arthur could easily have brought the message. 

It was oh the sixth and seventh ib»’. reports circulated 
in Seoul that the Japanese were landing large bodies of troops 
at Kunsan or Asan or both. These rumors turned or l to be 
false, hut beneath them was the fact that a Heel was ap¬ 
proaching Chemulpo, The question has been insistently 
asked why the Russian Minister did not inform tbe com- 
annnders of these Russian rc^scls and »cc to it that they were 
clear *>t the harbor before these rumors ware realized. The 
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answer as given is that '.be Russian Minister bad no control 
over these boats They had their orders to remain in Che¬ 
mulpo and they must stay. One would think that there would 
be at least euoug’u raporf between the civil and military (or 
naval) authorities to use the one in forwarding the interests 
of the other. 

Even yet the Russians did not appreciate the seriousness 
of the situation, tut they decided that it was time to send 
notice to their authorities in Fort Arthur of what was rumor¬ 
ed at Chemulpo. So the small gunboat Kory tig made ready 
to move out. Her captain, Uelaicff, proposed to the Russian 
Consul that the Russian steamship Sungari, which was in 
port, should go with the Korye/s and thus enjoy her protec¬ 
tion, but the agent of the company which owned the steam¬ 
ship strongly objected to her leaving th* neutral port at such a 
time. He evidently realized in part the acuteness of the situa¬ 
tion. So the Sungari remained at her auchorage and the 
Kory fils steamed otit of port at two o’clock in the afternoon. 
Now, the harbor of Chemulpo is a somewhat peculiar one. for 
in uic sense it is land-locked and in another it is not. It is 
formed by isl -nds between which there arc many openings to 
the open Sea. but most of these are so shallow that ships of 
medium draught co not dare attempt them There is but one 
recognized entrance and that is from the southwest, or be¬ 
tween that and the south. This entrance, is Several miles 
wide and in the center of it lie; Round Island. When the 
Korydz arrived at the exit of the harbor she suddenly found 
berself surrounded by torpedo-boats. The only witnesses of 
what occurred at this point are the Japanese and the Russians 
and we can only give their accounts. The Russians say that 
the Japanese launched four torpedoes at the Koryetz and 
when within ten feet of her side they sank. Another statement 
is that a shot was fired on board the Koryeiz but it was a 
mere accident ! The Japanese claim that the Koryeiz fired 
first If we try to weigh the probabilities it seems impos¬ 
sible that the torpedoes o: the Japanese should have missed 
the Koryeiz if thr torpedo-boats were as near as the Rus¬ 
sians claim. On the other hand the admission on the part of 
a single Rii*m.-iu that the first glut was fired on the Ahry.-.':, 
even though bv accident, is rather damaging, for it is more 
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thrtsi singular that an accident should have happened at that 
precise time. It is a tax on the credulity of the public to 
give this lame excuse. 

In any case it makes little difference who began the 
firing. The Japanese had already seized the Russian steamer 
Mukden in the harbor of Fusan am: the war had begun. 
The Japanese doubtless held with Polouins, that if it 1^ neces¬ 
sary to fight the man who strikes first and hardest will have 
the advantage." The Koryciz turned back to her amliorage 
and the Russians l-ecame aware of the extreme pi era t imsness 
of their position. Whatever attitude one may take toward the 
general situation it i? impossible not to extrnri a largr degree 
of sympathy to these Russians personally. Through no 
fault of their own they were trapped ir the harbor and found 
too late that they most engage in a hopeless fight 111 order 
to uphold the houor of the Russian flag. Hut even yet it 
was not sure that the ueutralitv of the port would be ignored 
by the Japanese.. Lying at anchor among neutral vessels in 
a neutral harbor, there was more or less reason to believe 
that they were safe for the time being. 

About four o’clock in the afternoon of February eighth, 
which fell on Monday, three Japanese transports'-nteud 
Chemulpo harbor from the south, convoyed by cruisers and 
toipedo-boats. They seemingly took no notice of the two 
Russian boats lying at anchor and were evidently sort that 
the Russians would not fire upon the tansports It would i* 
interesting to know' whether the Japanese were rc yirg upon 
the declared neutrality of the port in thus venturing r»r 
whether they felt sure tlij.t their own superior strength would 
keep the Russians still, nr whether, again, they were certain 
that the Russians had orders cot to fire- the first gun. lint h 
is bootless to ask questions that cm iivv.-t he answered. Here 
is where the assailant has the advantage He can choose the 
time and method of his attack. We may surmise that bud 
the Russians divined the intentions of the Japanese ana lu.u 
foreseen the outcome they would have acted differently, but 
divination of Japanese intentions do^s not seem tribe Russia - 
strong point. 

As soon a* the Japan^s* nmie to anchor preparation*- 
were made for the immediate lauding of the troojis, and the 
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cruisers ami torpedo-boats, that bad convoyed them in, left 
the port and joined the fleet oul*,ide. This fleet consisted ol 
six cruisers and several torpedo-boats. The Asa/na and the 
Ckiyoda were the most powerful of the cruisers, the former 
being nearly half as large again as the Variak. 

Night came on, and throughout its long hours the Jap¬ 
anese troops, by the light of huge ores burning on the jetty, 
were landed and marched up iuto the town. When morning 
came everyone was in a state of expectancy. If there was a 
Japanese fleet outside they doubtless had other work on 
hand thao simply watching two Russian boats. Nor conld 
they leave them behind, for one of them was Russia’s fastest 
cruiser and might steam out of the harbor at any time and 
destroy Japanese transports. Knowing, as we do now, that 
an immediate attack on Port Arthur had brer decided upon 
we ser it was impossible to leave these Russian boats in the 
rear. Japan had never recognized the nuetrality of Korea, 
for she knew that the declaration was merely a Russian move 
to embarrass her. and she never hesitated a moment to break 
the thin shell of pretense. 

About ten o’clock a sealed letter was handed to Captain 
Rudnicff oi the lariat:. It was from the Japanese Admiral 
and had been sent through the Russian Consulate. It was 
delivered on board the Van'ak by the hand of Mr.N. Kreil. a 

Eliasian resident of the port This letter informed the Rus¬ 
sian commander that unless both Russian boats should leave 
the anchorage and steam out of the bay before twelve o'clock 
the Japanese would come in at fouT o'clock acd attack them 
where they lay. Captain Rudnieff immediately communicat¬ 
ed the startling intelligence to Captain Helaiefl ol the Koryetz 
and to the commanders of the P.ritish, American, French 
•and Italian war vessels We are informed that a conference 
of the various commanders took place and that the Russians 
were advised to lie where they were. The British com¬ 
mander was deputed to confer with I he Japanese, This was 
done bv signal and it is saida protest was made agaiust the 
proposed violation of neutrality of the port, and that the 
neutral boats refused to shift their anchorage. Rut all com¬ 
plications of this nature were avoided by tne determination 
of ti c Ru-sians to uccvpt the challenge. This they deemed 
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to be *3 ii* their Hag. It is not improbable that they now fore¬ 
saw that the neutrality of the port would not avail them 
•.gainst the enemy. By remaining at anchor they could 
►nly succeed in involving France, Italy.^Great Britain and 
(he United States, and there would be sure to be those v.’ho 
would charge the Russians with cowardice. If this was to 
bi-gin the war it must at least prove the dauntless courage of 
the servants cf the Czar. So the commander of the Variak 
o.dtred the decks cleared for action. It has been stated that 
lie would have preferred to have the Koryetz stay at her 
.meliorate, for by a quick dash it was just possible that the 
•Witt Variak alone might be able to evade the Japanese 
mil run the gauotiet successfully. But- the commander 
11 the Raryeiz refused to listeu to any such proposition. 
1 : the only honor to be g >tteD out of the affair was by a 
desperate attack he was not going to forego his share of 
11. He would go out and sink with the Variak. So the 
k'oryeti also cleared for action. It was done in soch haste 
(but all moveables that were unnecessary were thrown over¬ 
board, a topmast that would not come down in the nsual 
manner was hewn down with an axe and by half past eleven 
the two vessels were ready to go out to their doom. It was 
an almost hopeless'task—an entirely hopeless one unless the 
Japanese should change their minds or should make some 
grave mistake, and neither of these things was at all probable. 
The Russians were going to certain destruction. Some call 
it rashness, not bravery, but they say not well. The boats 
were doomed in any case and it was the duty of their officers 
and crews to go forth and in dying inflict what injury they 
could upon the enemy. To go into battle with chances equal 
is the act of a brave mar., but to walk into the jaws of death 
with nothing but defeat in prospect is the act of a hero, and 
the Japanese would be the last to detract from the uobie re¬ 
cord that the Russians made. Time has not yet lent its 
glamor to this event, we are two near it to see it in proper 
proportions, bnt if the six hundred heroes of Balaclava, veter¬ 
ans of many a fight, gained undying honor for the desperate 
charge they made how shall not the future crown these men 
who, having never been in action before, made such a gal¬ 
lant dash at the foe? 
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Retrospect of 1904. 

It takes no prophetic eve to see that the year of 
grace 1004 - will prove to have been one oi the most mo- 
men Lous in the history of this country. This surmise is 
based on the following historical proposition. We need 
not go further back than the beginning of our era. 
About that time three kingdoms arose in the peninsula, 
Sil-la, P:\k-je and Kogurvft. The general characteristics 
of these three were that Silda. the farthest from China, 
was pro-Chinese. l J ak-je. on the opposite side of the pen¬ 
insula from Japan, \va«pro-Japanese, and Koguryii in the 
north was neither pro-japanese nor pro-Chinese. This 
general attitude may be said to have brought about a 
sort of equilibrium. In the seventh century Sil-la obtained 
Control of nearly the whole of Korea and began that 
marvelous absorption of Chinese ideas which has left 
such indelible impress' upon her. But utthounme timelier 
intercourse with Japan began to be more close. China 
made no effort to enforce her commands here and this 
may lie called the goluct: age ol Korea. But like all 
golden ages it fell into corrupt ways and early in the 
trmh century it was overthrown by Wang-gdn, who 
founded the Korvu dynasty. The five centuries during 
which this dynasty nourished were the palmy days of 

Buddhism. This cult had come from India bv wav of 

■ • 

China, but the mysticism of i: had appc.’ded far less to 
the hard-headed Chinese than to the more idealistic 
Japanese, the result being that on this score there was 
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greater rapport between Korea and Japan than between 
Korea and China. This helped to preserve the equi¬ 
librium until the rise of the Mongols. They, of course, 
swept eveything before them and held Korea firmly in 
their grip for a century and more. Bat it was purely po¬ 
litical. The Koreans learned nothing from the northern 
savages nor was any definite impression made upon 
Korean life or institutions by their temporary usurpa¬ 
tions, Soon after the Mongols retreated from Peking to 
Lhcir native wilds in the middle of the thirteenth ctmtnry 
the Korvi: dynasty, utterly corrupt, fell before the sword 
of Vi T‘n-jn and the present dynasty arose. 

The Mings of China held Korea with the gentle grasp 
of a parent ratlier than of a suzerain, and at the same 
time trade relations were resumed with Japan, which had 
been inlemipted by the long series of Japanese Ireeboot- 
ing expeditions. Fur two hundred years Korea was 
quite independent but at last the great struggle came 
when the Japanese Ilideyoshi tried to make Korea a 
stepping stone to the conquest of China. After eight 
years of war this was put down, but the mutual attitude 
of Japan and China was hencefoi^h that of jealousy over 
Korea. Early in the seventeenth century the Japanese 
trading post in Fusan grew to great proportions and 
brought Korea and Japan into profitable relations with 
each other. The victorious Manchus swept over Korea 
again in the middle of that century and made Korea po¬ 
litically their vassal, though their actual influence on Ko¬ 
rea was no greater than that of the Mongols had been. 
When they retired Japan offered to take the field with 
Korea to break the bond which the Manchus had forged 
but Korea wisely declined the offer. From that time 
until ISTft Korea remained practically free, for China 
looked upon her hermit condition with complacencj'. 
The awakening of Japan put a new face upon everything. 
The independence of Korea was made the main plank in 
Japan's eastern policy and China weakly accepted the 
fact and waived her claim to suzerainty until too late, 
for treaties with several western powers were on argu¬ 
ment. hard to get 'ochind. China had been caught nappin 
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She tried to regain the lost ground but in so doing 
brought upon herself the war of 1894 . The equilibrium 
had been violently disturbed but it was resumed when 
Russia stepped in and faced Japan. From that time 
until the opening of the present war Korea remained 
practically independent. 

In summing it all up we may sav i 1 ) that China is per. 
manently out of the reckoning. She will never claim nor 
obtain paramount influence in Korea. And ( 2 ) as tor 
Kuhbih and Japan there is much reason for believing that 
the unstable equilibrium of former times can never be re¬ 
sumed. Whichever side wins Korea will be very much 
under the wing of the winning party. Should Russia 
merely reoccupv the whole of Manchuria, Japan would 
make a final stand in Korea a «)0 as long as she was there 
Korea would be “in her sleeve.” If Russia should drive 
Japan out, Korea would be Russian territory. There is 
some talk about other Powers having a say as to the 
disposition of Korea, but this may be set aside as mere 
sentiment. Great Britain is Japan's ally and she will not 
interfere in Japan’s plans, nor could she well interfere if 
Japan suffered reverses anti lost her control of Korea. 

France is Russia’s ally and for like reasons she will not 

interfere in either case. There remains the United States 
and Germany, neither of which will lift a finger except to 
insure an open door for trade. 

The proposition therefore upon which we base the 
statement that this is a most momentous year for Korea 
is that the equilibrium which has existed off and on for 
2,000 years has been definitively broken and Korea will 
never again be able to pit one enemy against the other. 
She must find some other ground on which to base her 
independence. It stands to reason therefore that in her 
absolute hick of physical power her only resource is lc> 
comport herself in such a way that the Power which 
stands able to compel her shall find it more to its own 
advantage to leave her independent than to impair her 
independence. This could not lx done if Russia were par¬ 
amount, for the very idea of independence is repugnant 
to her feelings sinil her policy. The murder of Finland 
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shows this. The very existence of the spirit of freedom 
in Finland was a menace to Muscovite institutions. 
It would l>e the same anywhere. What would happen if 
Russia and the United States were contiguous countries. 
They would have to put a wide strip of neutral territory 
between them or build a wall a mile high—or there would 
be the dogs to pay! But supposing that things 
remain as they are, then Korea has a chance to preserve 
her independence only by proving to Japan that such 
independence will be of greater value to Japan herself 
than the absorption of Korea will be. We see no-other 
way out of the dilemma. 

In what way then can the independence of Korea be 
made of greater value to Japan than the annexation of 
the peninsula would be ? This can be answered only by 
discovering what Jr.pan wants of Korea. After such a 
decimating war as the one in progress we doubt whether 
there will be a large demand for room in which to expand 
the population of Japan. The war is not yet o-wr and 
even if it results in Japanese success Japan will need all 
the men she can muster within her own borders to 'build 
again the broken fabric of her state. Besides, the terri¬ 
tory of Manchuria and the Ussuri will give ample room 
for such expansion without absorbing Korea. No, what 
Japan wants of Korea is that she should be thoroughly 
loyal to the pledge of mutual helpfulness that she has 
taken and that the resources of the country* be opened up 
in an adequate manner. Now, if these things can be ef¬ 
fected without throwing upon Japan the onus of the 
actual administration of affairs in Korea we are convinc¬ 
ed that Korea's autonomy would remain unimpaired; 
bu t if there is to be the constant fear lest Korea betray 
Japan to her enemies or if in a spirit of stubborn conserv¬ 
atism Korea refuses to effect much needed reforms, then 
we say it looks exceedingly doubtful. All sentimental 
considerations aside, we may depend upon it that in 
case of victory Japan will do with Korea what she 
pleases, and Korea has it in her power so to act that 
Japan will please to preserve the independence and 
autonomy of the country. 
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In making a retrospect of the past year we have to 
ask whether Korea has taken steps to insure this myth 
desired object. If we arc forced to answer in the negative 
the fault lies not solely with Korea herself. If Japan had 
promptly instituted needed reforms and given an im¬ 
petus to a new movement for which the Koreans were 
entirely prepared am 1 indeed eagerly awaiting, the present 
situation would have been much more cheering. In our 
opinion the effort to make individual profit out of 
Korea’s helpless condition should have been sharply 
checked by Japan, and the prejudices of the people should 
have been soothed by a conciliatory and helpful attitude. 
This accomplished, Japan could have gone much further 
along the line of Korean internal development than she 
will now lie able to do. 

But as the year drew to a close the Japanese seemed 
to have put aside the more selfish considerations and 
begun with some sane suggestions as to a reorganiza¬ 
tion of the government which would do away with much 
vinruccssary expense and would leave the government 
with fonds in hand whereby to strengthen some of 
her weak points. Education has come to the fore and it 
looks as if steps were being taken to make a great ad¬ 
vance along this line. It is to be hoped so. On the 
whole the year closes with much brighter prns]*ects than 
were to be hoped for earlier in the year. 


The Educational ISeeds of Korea. 

THIRD PAPER 

We intimated in a former paper that there is a way 
<>ut of the educational hnpamt which this people has 
reached. The solution is a double one and must be a 
combination of govi rnvnent and private effort. We have 
;\s'i,ci! where the teachers are to come from to teach the 
common schools throughout the country. If we were to 
wait until eno.igh teachers were crtivi’nlly trained for 
these positions-wc should'never have them. The work 
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must be a gradual and steady one. This does not mean 
that we must begin with a few schools and increase the 

number as last as teachers are ready. There is a far 

* 

better way. There are many young men of good parts 

who are capable of teaching the Chinese character to- 
gether with Korean history and geographv. Let us sup¬ 
pose that schools are started in every district with 
these three branches in the curriculum. The teachers 
arc not as vet competent to teach ariihemetie or general 
geography.or any of the natural scLiucs. but fine ihj.it 
will have been achieved, namely the getting of the boys 
into schools. Suppose now ihfti these schools are 
operated eight months in the year ami that during the 
remaining four months the teachers congregate at their 
provincial capitals and study under the direction of a 
first class man sent down from Seoul lor the purpose 
Enough men of the proper kind could be found who 
would spend the summer months in this wav oil a good 
salary. During those four months the teachers could 
learn more than enough to teach their schools the bil¬ 
lowing school year. For each summer school that they 
attended they would receive a certificate. It is quite 
certain that after four or five years of such work a 
thoroughly good body of teachers could he worked up. 
Of course some would be weeded out but the average 
would probably lie fairly satisfactory. Their study 
during the summer would be based on text books that 
were prepared at Seoul and these would l>e supplied 
to all the countrv schools- 

It should not be understood that these teachers are 
to be Seoul men. Each district could supply the teacher 
lor its school and in this way the dissatisfaction which 
always attends a change of residence n Korea work: be 
a voided. 

As for the financing of these schools, the government 
should authorize each prelect to deduct from the govern¬ 
ment revenue the amount necessary to run the school; 
or better still would be the plan to 3 *: wer the govern¬ 
ment tax bv this amount and levy the difference or. the' 
people as a direct local tax for the specific purpose of 
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education. This in itself would be beneficial in impress- 
ing the fact that the people are themselves directly re¬ 
sponsible for local schools. In time it will be found that 
each district will need more than one school, it fact some 
will need a dozen, but at its inception this would lie im¬ 
possible because the vast number of teachers could hot 
be handled in the summer schools to good advantage. 
But after say four years the best of the teachers could be 
selected to carry on summer schools for teachers in their 
districts, and so the system would spread to the smaller 
villages. The salaries of the teachers would vary ac¬ 
cording to the attainments they had made as vouched 
for in their credentials received each year from the sum¬ 
mer schools. 

We venture to say that such a scheme as this could 
be carried out without difficulty and without the govern¬ 
ment feeling the burden of the expense. The whole thing 
could be done with a fraction of the monev now wasted 
on the army. There are some 360 districts. Let us sup¬ 
pose the teacher's salary is $20 to start with. This 
would call for $ 86,400 a year. Fuel, superintendence 
etc. would double this. As the teacher would receive this 
salary twelve months in the year he would be able to 
pay his own expenses at the summer school. The whole 
thing could be done oh something less than $ 250,000 
a year. This is less than one sixteenth the amount spent 
on the army! Supposing it. cost even double the amount 
here specified, the government could well afford to do it. 

So far as text books are concerned the rost to the 
government should be reduced to nothing, for each 
scholar could afford to pay at least the cost price of his 
books. 

Such is a rough outline of a plan that appears to me 
to be not ideal but workable and as near the ideal as we 
can hope to get at the beginning. There may be some 
who will object to beginning with the Chinese character. 
No one is more anxious than I to see the Chinese charac¬ 
ter take its place where it belongs alongside the Egyp¬ 
tian hieroglyphics, but this cannot be done at a single 
bound. We should advocate only such a knowledge of 
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Lhc ideographs as would enable a bov to read the daily 
papers and such other things as are printed in the mixed 
script. This will not do him much harm hut meanwhile 
uy *, ;fl mvc ichooli, That is the main tiling. The study 
of Chinese is Ijetter than nothin" and country schools 
'voaid mean this or nothin". \Vc must. noL forget the 
intense prejudice of the people in favor of Chinese. If it 
were dropped from the curriculum not one boy in ten in 
the country would car? to go to school. The point is 
to give him gradually something besides the Chinese 
and, as time goes by, increase the ratio of these new 
branches. There is no question that the practical studies 
will soon wean the student awav from his present 
absorption in the Chinese and the way will be opened 
to drop the latter altogether. Meanwhile books on in 
teres ling topics should be printed in the pure native 
character and the student encouraged to read and dis¬ 
cover the meaning even though it be difficult at first. 

So much for the .general system, but there still re¬ 
mains the important question of a good school ol high 
grade lor Seoul. 

There are hundreds of half educated boys in this city 
who have graduated from various schools or have left 
before graduating. Nc provision has been made for 
higher education excepting in exclusive mission schools. 
How car; a good school be established? We believe there 
is only one wa v. There must be an endowed institution 
under competent foreign directum. Tnis institution 
must he in the hands ol a hoard ol trustees composed of 
men r«*//c hnatv hou' and men who will be a guarantee of 
the continuity oj the system. One thinks naturally of the 
Doshisha in Kyoto. A school founded on similar prin¬ 
ciples would he still surer of a consistent history than 
that »m_* ruts h;nl. We say the institution must be :m 
endowed one. for the vicissinules of government adminis¬ 
tration would not be a guarantee of unhindered opera¬ 
tion. It should he put above ami beyond the manipula¬ 
tion of politicians, lt.s professorships should not figure 
id vlie list of place for political preferment. It must be 
entirely outside the spoils system. It should be entirely 
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vmsectari&n, but the study of science along western lines 
would inevitably give it an impetus at least toward the 
ethics of Christianity. It would uiafailingl}* raise the 
question of the relative merits of Christianity and the 
eastern cults. We do not hesitate to sav that in our 
opinion the teaching force in such a school should be. a.t 
least not hostile to Christianity. If I am taken to task 
in this as being narrow I have hut to answer that there 
is no evidence anywhere that Buddhism or Shintoism or 
Mohommedanism is in vital sympathy with the higher 
levels of education or of intellectual independence. Bey- 
rout and Roberts colleges form the high water mark of 
education in Turkey. The Imperial University of Tokyo 
offers no incentive toward Buddhism but on the other 
hand it enlightens men beyond the possibility of belief in 
the pessimisms of that cult. Buddhism answers no 
questions. The Doshisha stands as high, intrinsically, 
as Tokyo University, but what has Buddhism done for 
popular education in Japan ? We allirrn that Protestant 
Christianity is the only religion in the world that is not 
afraid of the very broadest and deepest and most un¬ 
trammelled education. Agnosticism and atheism are 
not afraid of broad education but they lack the vital 
clement of sympathy. They give no warmth, no vitality, 
because they dare not go beyond the dead wall of physi¬ 
cal matter or propose any satisfactory answer to the 
question ns to the final reason fjr all this. We say this 
much only to gire the reason whj r we believe such a 
school should be at least not hostile to Christianitj*. 

As to the endowment for such a school wc think it 

should come largely front Koreaus. As to the ability of 

Koreaus to do this there is no manner of question, but 

it is quite certain that they would not give money if the 

control of the institution and its funds were to be in the 

hands of Koreans. This is a harsh truth, but truth 

nevertheless. The kind of men who would recognize the 

value of such a school enough to give generously to it 

are the ones who realize how far short their countrvmen 

•> 

have vet come ol the ability to handle a trust sum per ¬ 
manently according to a fixed standard. The uyjs and 
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downs ol political lile would make it impossible to place 
this power in the hands of any body of Koreans. It 
should be in the hands of those who are entirely separate 
from possible politics, who hare deep sympathy with the 
Koreans who arc permanent residents of Korea. I know 
of no such body of men outside the missionary body. 
Diplomatic people are not permanent fixtures. Govern¬ 
ment employees are here to-day and to-morrow they arc 
gone. All these may come and these may go but the mis¬ 
sionary goes on forever In other words the school 
should be a second Doshisha. Its standard should be 
high and its graduates should command the respect and 
the esteem of the government. They would step into 
positions of importance and exert a powerful influence in 
the destiny of the country. 

We believe that most of the readers of this Review 
wish to see the continuation of an autonomous Korean 
government and an independent people. If the Koreans 
would wake up to the necessities of the case and show 
signs of a determination to follow the line of development 
marked out by Japan we are confident that the govern¬ 
ment of the latter country would be better satisfied than 

m 

by any other solution of the problem. Can this lx done 
other wise than by a campaign of education ? If not, what 
does this people need most, if it be not a genuinely and 
thoroughly good school as an object lesson, a school of 
which the whole nation can be proud ? If so, again, is 
there any possibility of their evolving such a school them¬ 
selves? If not. upon whom does the duty devolve? It 
devolves upon those who can do it without there ever 
being the possible breath of suspicion that the institu- 
1 ion was or could be partisan in its politics or that it 
valid be manipulated for partisan purposes. 

We have no Suggestions to make jiR to what steps 
could lx taken to put such a plan on foot; we .simply 
state what ought to be cone and what might be done. 
There are those who sav that Christian missionaries are 
interested in education only as it directly affects the ad¬ 
herents of the church, bui we contend that Christianity 
and genera] education are allies and not enemies and that 
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the spread of general education would aurelv work in the 
interests of Christianity. Not that missionary workers 
should be diverted from their specific work; this would 
hardly do, but they could take the lead in the matter of 
working up such a school and the actual workers in the 
institution could be secured from abroad, perhaps un¬ 
der the auspices of the Student Volunteer Movement. 


Spelling Reform. 

To the Editor Korea Review. 

1)i:ak Sik 

Your October number contained several letrers on 
spelling reform from the side of the conservatives with 
their buttle cry of “go slow” well in evidence, and the 
old bogie about forcing a change on the Korean people 
bv foreigners again held up to frighten the timid hearted. 
They hfive now also a- slew thing to say about the new 
spelling. It is the work of a "Pied piper of Hamlin" who 
has hypnotized a number of foolish followers by a weird 
pipe he blows, and is “leading" them to destruction. To 
this I would reply that it would be Jar more profitable to 
discuss the principles of orthography, and the effects of 
the adoption of a scientific phonertie system upon the 
language than to analyze the psychical phenomena man¬ 
ifested in the advocates of simplification. Dr. Gale did 
pipe a lot of useless characters out of the Korean al¬ 
phabet. and has had as little thanks as that one did 
who got the rats out of the granaries. And to judge 
from the apparent balance of opinion in Seoul when the 
question was discussed, his winsome pipe has had its 
effect on human intellects as well. But it was no credit 

to the town councillors of Haml'ti chat they were not 

* 

subject to the pipers pipe: it only proved that they did 
not know or appreciate melody as much as the rats or the 
children. That Dr. Gale has no followers from the part 
of the country where ^ is <J, and is fr \—the hmcl 
t. -old # etc., only shows that the viiketi'i 
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there have not sufficient car for music to follow Orpheus 
himself. Browning's parable htis no doubt meant to show 
the thankless task that the reformer has set himself. 
So it has always ljecn. “It must needs be that reforms 
come, hut woe unto that man by whom they come.” 

One of the correspondents of your October num¬ 
ber tries to lx? facetious at the expense of an “enthusiastic 
reformer” who was candid enough to admit the difficulty' 
which his eye experienced in getting used to orthographic 
change. He-leaves the inference to be drawn that if the 
change were temporarily embarrassing to a foreigner who 
bar! studied Korean spelling as he had his English, it 
would be equally embarrassing to the Korean people ns 
a whole. But if he (or she) were as candid in his turn as 
the “reformer" he would admit that such is not the case. 
Not one Korean in ten thousand can spell correctly. 
When the committee of the Presbyterian Council on 
spelling reform was meeting it was maintained that 
there were Koreans who pay attention to spelling, and 
ran sjN’l) correctly. Indeed one of the Koreans present 
was mentioned as being a very gvod speller according to 
the old system. A “reformer" present turned to the 
Korean scriptures and taking the first word that htse\*e 
met for a test asked him to write the word 8 J- * 1 . He 
wrote il wrongly two different ways before he at last hit 
on the way' it goes m the book. The tact of the matter is 
that a* far ns writing goes all Koreans write phonetic¬ 
ally. The trouble is that there are so many different 
signs lor one sound Omt the area of choice 19 too wide, so 
that for example while each is writing phonetically 
they will write for the same word one /f, one and 
011c And Koreans art as elastic in their reading as 
in their writing; that is to say:—they art* so used to 
reading various styles of spelling lhatil doesn’t jar them 
to set* a word spelt a little differently from the approved 
model. That no doubt was the reason lortheap|xarcmtly 
contradictory position of the *’Enthusiastic Advocate.’* 

Now that spelling reform is before us 1 would like to 
draw attention to still more radical changes that need 
to l>e made in writing the native script. This was 
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brought to my mind on leading at: article in the Christ, 
bin News where a Latin quotation was introduced. 
Since Korean Jin written in vertical and Latin in hori¬ 
zontal lines, it was impossible to print the quotation in 
the original lan"uap' and it was transliterated into En- 
muTi so as to conform to the vertical direction of the 
lines, and in that form was with difficulty understood by 
me. This raised the question, what will we do when 
Korean literature, as it inevitably must, comes into 
contact with the outside world of thought, and when 
terms and names and translation sand quotations in other 
dialects must be introduced into the Korean text. It can 
only be done with perfection by beginning from the pre¬ 
sent tune to educate the Korean eye to horizontal writ¬ 
ing from left to right. This should not be difficult. The 
individual characters of both Hanmnn anil Enmun are 
all writen from left to right so that the real current even 
of these eastern languages is in a right-horizontal direc¬ 
tion. Why the original writers did not keep on writing 
to the right but persisted in going down vertically en¬ 
dangering their sleeves by beginning at the top of the 
next line before the liottom of the previous one is drv, I 
cannot imagine. When foreign “sized" paper and steel 

potis come into uhc with plowlydning ink, vertical writ- 

ing beginning from the right must become very disagree¬ 
able. or necessitate the use of tl>e blotter for every line. 

Then again will modem conditions permit the En- 
mun printer's type to go oil in its present complicated 
form, requiring so much ex]tenge for type-making ami 
type-setting. Not being in close touch with Korean 
printing I do not know how many different pieces arc 
needed to form a full set of Bnmun type, but the num¬ 
ber must l>e very large and it must make the com¬ 
positor dizzy to have so many cases round him. When 
tile tyjrc setting machine anil the type-writer become, 
as they with as imperatively necessary in Korea as 
in America, must we not liave a smaller alpha'oct ? 
And yet have we not a smaller alphabet in Enmun alter 
all if we write it in its elementary form oJ-ck6| *1JL -ft* 
aotiiQ'-s c * zt;*., only 2Z\ in all or 
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cutting out the useless <? only 2+. With such a simple 
alphabet at hand, the subsequent complication of 
mauers by making them up into syllables is discredit¬ 
able to the vvonderful skill of the inventor of the script, 
snows that they did not anticipate* the advent of type¬ 
setting and proves the power of the Chinese syllabic 
ideograph. Why should we not then even at this late 
date cry to get the Enmim back to its old simplicity hy 
using separately the 24- letters of the alphaliet only. 
Then combining this recurrence to first principle with 
dextrn-horizontal writing we would have something like 
the following;— 

l'lhs looks a little strange to the eye, resembling 
Creek type at first glance but a few days use would en¬ 
able one to read as readily as in the present syllabic form. 

I expect that the “go-slow” party will be horrified 
at the iconoclastic suggestion herein embodied, or laugh 
ingly regard it as the Rcdudio ad ahmrdum of spelling re¬ 
form gone mad. Nevertheless I would submit these con¬ 
siderations to them arid to all who care for Korea’s pre¬ 
paration fora future close relationship with the hori¬ 
zontal writing narions, find' the welding together of the 
literatures of the East and West. Yours etc., 

A ROOS. 


A Case of Who’s Who. 

The young man Kim was the son of a wealthy 
country gentleman who was locally notorious for his ad¬ 
herence to the theory that if you look after the pennies 
the pounds will look after themselves. His granaries were 
always full and the constant accumulation threatened •«> 
drive him to the expense of new store houses, but the 
bottom liags of rice rotted away or were consumed by 
rats, so that things had not as yet reached that pass. 
The old gentleman winced when rhe time came for put* 
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ting down the money lor his sons* wedding, but hedid it 
at last and the happy event came off* with sufficient 
eclat. 

After the festivities were over the bride and groom 
retired to their own apartments which had been specially 
fitted up for them. But before closing up for 
the right the bridegroom made his way to the kitchen 
to get a drink of water. On returning to the nuptial apart¬ 
ment he was greatly surprised, not to say dumbfounded, 
to see another mar. putting his foot over the threshold of 

the private apartments. He leaped forward and seized the 
intruder by the shoulder and whirled him around. The 
latter turned and by the light of the moon the young man 
saw that the face was the exact counterpart of his own, 
feature for feature, as if he were looking into a glass, the 
resemblance was complete down to the minutest 
particular. 

“What do you mean by trying to enter my private 
room in this manner?'‘ he exclaimed angrily. The man 
shook the hand ofl his shoulder and replied; 

“What are you doing here? you mean. 1 atn the son 
of the master of this house, and have only today been 
married, and now you try to prevent my entering my 
own room." The real Kim was furious. This pretender 
was actually claiming the position of bridegroom. They 
began a violent dispute, in the midst of which the bride 
herself appeared upon the scene and made matters 
worse as being wholly unable to determine which man 
was indeed her husband. 

Finally the real Kim proposed that they lay the 

matter before his father. Thrrc surely must be some 

▼ 

wav to find out the truth. To this the other readilv 
» • 

consented. They had some difficulty in arousing the old 

man from his beauty sleep but at last they made him 

aware that something serious was on the tapis and he 

came forth grumbling. The real son stated the case, while 

the old gentleman looked from one face to the other in 

utter bewilderment. 

“Nu\V if this other fellow is your Son.” said the genuine 

article, *' he will be able to auswercertain questions about 
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our house, our family history and our domestic 
arrangements, which no one but an intimate of the 
family circle could know.” 

“Surely,” said the parvenu “put your questions and 
do it in a hurrv too, for i want to get back to bed.” 

“Well then, give the names of our family genealogy 
back for twelve hundred years.” This would surely 
prove a "sticker.” but no. the counterfeit bridegroom 
rattled off the long list as glibly as you please. The 
other listened open mouthed. 

“Hut tel! me in what the family wealth consists and 
the sources of its revenue item for item." This was also 
done without hesitation and the figures poured forth 
correct to the fraction ol"a copper cash. The genuine son 
swallowed hard and made one more attempt. 

“Tell me the word’s of the conversation that passed 
between rav father and nivself vesterdav when none else 
was about. The interloper took up the tale and repeal¬ 
ed the conversation word for word, and when he was 
done he turned to The old gentleman and said. 

“Father, how long has this thing got to be kept up? 
You see 1 a .in the the real son and this fellow, though he 
looks much like me. is a rascal.” What could the old 
.gentleman do but agree that this was so and order his 
own son off the place under threat of severe legal 
penalties ? 

Was then- ever such an unkind fate? He went forth 
penniless upon the road. He felt of himself and pulled his 
ears till they tingled, to make sure he was not dreaming. 
There was no doubt .about it, but that some baneful in¬ 
fluence was at work there could be no question. And so 
he wandered on until morning broke and he cast himself 
upon a bank beside the road a prey to the most miserable 
feelings. As he sadly mused over the nnkimlness of for¬ 
tune a Buddhist monk came shuffling by. He started as 
he saw the young man and looked at his face long and 
curiously. A sort of dark intelligence slowly gathered in 
his eye and he said ; 

“Young man, you arc in trouble and I can help you 
go to the Diamond mountains and study at the great 


> Coogle 


niti m nun 

T ir Gl 1C STATT UMVFRSIH 






monastery. Ingraiiate yours*'It will* the monks and ;n 

some wav induce them to lend you the golden cat which 

sits before the great Buddha. Take it to your home and 

thus vou will recover all that you hare lost.'' With this 
• ^ 

he shuffled on without waiting for any answer at all. 

The more the voting man thought it over the more 
clearly he saw that there was no better plan open to 
him, though of what use a golden cat would be to him 
was a black mystery. In time lie reached the monastery 
and such was his brightness and capacity to learn that 
he won his wav to all hearts. For three rears he remain* 

m •* 

ed there and by that time he had secured a position in 
the esteem of the monks that made almost any request 
sure of their consent. When he deemed the time ripe for 
action he hinted that he must lie fit?, hut they entreated 
him to stay. He was firm Iwtvevei and when they saw 
he was determined to go they insisted upon making him 
a present to make him remember them. They asked him 
what he would like but he* saiu: 

"I will not accept any gift from von. but if you could 
loan me the golden cat that sits before the great Buddha 
1 will promise to bring it back in a few weeks.’‘ 

They all looked grave, for this was a very serious 
thing to do, but they said they would plead with the 
great Buddha for him. 

Now the Great Buddha was a living personage, a 
sacred being who had attained a place but one remove 
from the coveted nirvana. They appointed a committee 
to wait upon that awesome personage and happily they 
succeeded in bringing away the golden cat. 'flu* young 
man was overjoyed and thanked them profusely. He 
slipped the priceless trophy in his sleeve and turned his 
feet toward home. He tramped the weary miles with 
growing impatience and excitement. At last he woulu I* 
even with his enemy. 

Ke climbed the last hill and looked down upon the 
ancestral estates which had been in the family for over 
a thousand years. They would be his again, thanks to 
the contents of his sleeve: but how ? A* liv tic?»red the 
house it seemed to have ck-terirorated greatly in the in- 
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t«rval of his absence. It had a dilapidated appearance 
as if’ it had neen poorly tended and the lively lliron# of 
servants were conspicuously lacking. Bur t)>e noise of 
drums and roniloms and pipes came from the interior 
ami showed him that there was still life t here He en¬ 
tered the court and asked what all the noise was about. 
A sad eyed *crmor explained that the son of the master 
hud long been ill and that the mudancs were trying to ex¬ 
orcise Lin. evil spirits of disease. Tie found his father sit 
l»ug ”i u dejected attitude r.tid evidently aging fast. He 
introduced himself as a distant relative and entered into 
conversation with the old gentleman. 

‘'The trouble is that my son refuses to see a doctor 
or take any medicine hut makes me pay out all my 
inonct t‘U these miserable mountebanks and sorceresses 
who do no good at all but caL up my wcalLh. I shall be 
beggared soon/' 

“bet see your son" said the young man “I am 
something of a physician myself and might be able to 
preserilie. .Vs a member of the family, though distant, 
J am much interested in this son of yours." The old man 
was pleased and went to ask the sick man if he would 
see the new-comer hut the patient passionately refused 
and adjured his lather not to let the man come near him. 
This message the old man sadly delivered. 

“but when a man is ill hi* ought not to be consult¬ 
ed. Let me onlv see his face and 1 will tell cou what 

•* • 

must l>c done to cure him.” As a las: resort the father 
consented and told the supposed physician to go to 
the sick room unannounced. The young man approach¬ 
ed the door, opened it slightly and thrust iu his hand and 
and sleeve. The Golden Cat gave a leap and landed in 
the room. The young man drew the door shut and 

laslvned ie. Inside there was terrnl.de upruur. There 

were sq uealings and grow lings nod scratching? and spit¬ 
tings. The furniture scorned to be undergoing complete 
destruction but at last all was still again. 

The young man again opened the door a crack and 
ehi use iu his Iwiud ami instantly theca- leaped Into his 
sleeve and turned to gold again Without, looking into 
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■the room the tout)" man hurried to his father and told 
him to enter the sick chamber. The door was opened 
and a curious sight met their eves. The room was 
strewn with broken fragments of furniture and iu the 
midst of them lay the body of ao enormous rai but idle 
sick man was gone The son threw himself at his fathers 
feet. “Don't tou know me. Father ? 1 am vour real son. 
This horrible vermin with his impish power assumed my 
shape and deceived you. As a constant infester of the 
house he had learned its secrets and so was able to ans¬ 
wer the questions. The Golden Cat has done the work" 
ami he drew it forth from his sleeve and showed it to the 
wondering old man. 

Of course there was nothing to do but strangle the 
l>ride. and after this was done the house resumed its old 
time respectability. 


Correspondence. 

s 

Ham Hutjit, Novemlier 2Stli, 1 df)4-. 

Editor ot Korea Review. 

Dear Sir:— 

Affairs in the whole region South of Ham Hung arc 
very quiet. Nothing is heard now of the Chin-po So¬ 
ciety who arc probably sorry now that their hair is 
short in the cold weather. Since my last visit to Ham 
Hung the roads and the bridges have l>een fixed in the 
same wav as between Seoul and Wonsan i.e. wide with 
level crossing and an easy grade. 

The only thing new in Wonsan is the new railroad 
terminus business. The • engineers have marked out a 
large tract including the whole water front of the Korean 
town, half of the Korean village and a large part of the 
valley up as far as Dr. Hardie’s house. They have in¬ 
cluded a field of Mr. Fenwick's and part of Dr. Hardie s 
and have issued notice that none of the land in the dis- 
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tnets so staked oft can In bought, sold, or improved with¬ 
out permission of the military authorities. 

Herein Ham Hung the city is still deserted, ninny ot 
the people having fled recently as a result of a new scare. 
The necromancers prophesied on account of a study of the 
character that on the 10th month the Russians 
would come and fight a big battle here. The town is like 
a plague city, hardly a person to lx-met on the streets. 
The Russians while not residing in force in Hong 
Won send a large patrol daily from Pah Chung direction 
to visit that cite and have lately marked out a lot of 

m 

lnnises that they intend to commandeer for residence of 
soldiers. They are also said to lx- extending their tele¬ 
graph to Hong Won. Junks with bread and supplies 
iroxn Vladivostok now conx- as far south as Sin Ch*ang. 
The Christians here arc nil feeling secure since Mr. M— 
is lx-re now, living in his new house. 

A messenger recently from Song Chin said :ivit the 
Russians finding their tents too cold, have folded them 
•‘like the Arabs” hut not "silently stolen away.” They 
have turiieu in on the warm Korean doors, and as the 
Korean settlement in Song Chin is so small it makes dose 
quarters, lint Korean teaelxr has Lea in his liLtli- house. 

The authorh.es seized the Mission Church over a month 
ago and itiadc it a residence for Lheir Red Cross people 
probably because ol the Red Cross Church flag which 
was flown over it by the Christians. They also ordered 
the Korean who is watching Mr. R—'s house to put his 
tilings away in one room as they were going to occupy 
that house. As the messenger left the next day he did nut 
know whether they had entered it or not. 1 heard hist 
before leaving Wonsan that 500 Russian foot soldier- 
bad arrived ir. Song Chin but whether true or not 1 can- 
no! say. 

Last year’s good crops have made food plenty and 
prices cheap but for some reason the exchange for cash 
has been very high in N E. Korea, a yen bringing only 
about 4-00 cash to 500 cash for trie past few month- 
making living very cofM.lv for people whose salary is in 

Yen. 
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Editorial Comment. 

In our last issue we said that it would be impossible 
to carry on this magazine on the lines already laid down, 
but our subscribers were invited to suggest ways and 
means by which it could be continued. We intimated at 
the time that the only difficulty in the way was the pau¬ 
city of contributors. Since that issue went forth wc have 
been in receipt of numerous protests against the discon¬ 
tinuance of the Review and of offers of aid in the matter 
of contributions. S. A. Beck, the Manager of the Meth¬ 
odist Publishing House, has agreed to assume the business 
management of the Review, and thus relieve the editor of 
a great deal of office work in connection vrith it. 

Under these circumstances and with the apparent 
demand that exists for this or some similar periodical we 
hardly feel justified in withdrawing from the field. We 
therefore solicit the continued interest and patronage of 
the general public. 

The general policy of the Review will be the same as 
it has been, its main object being the discussion of any 
and every matter pertaining to the history, the language, 
the social condition, the religions, the folk-lore or the 
politics of the Korean people. The business management 
will have control of the News Calendar, which will be en¬ 
larged and made more efficient than has heretofore been 
possible with the forces at on- command. We aim to 
make a greater specialty of the physical and industrial 
as|K.'ets of Korea, and shall try to publish interesting and 
valuable itineraries of main lines of travel not covered l»v 
the railways that are under construction or are in con- 

tenTj)l fiii on. 

As we nave said before, it is necessary to consult 
many tastes in a paper of this kind, and few if any of our 
readers will be equally interested in all the lines of invest¬ 
igation that will be touched upon, but our readers may 
rest assured that we shall deal strictly with Korean 
topics and no sjince will lie given up to outside matters. 
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Our main purpose is Lo make the magazine a benefit to 
Korea and the Koreans by giving as correct an impression 
as possible of the facts in regard to this people. Adulation 
would be as harmful as wholesale condemnation and we 
should steer a middle course. Wo will gladly consider 
any comments which our subscribers shall send in, the 
only requisite beiug that, whether palatable or other¬ 
wise, such comment shall he sympathetic. 

We claim no ability to hold a neutral position as be¬ 
tween the Japanese und Russians, us between liberalism 
and conservatism, as Viet ween Christianity and Confucian¬ 
ism, as between progress and retrogression, but on any 
and all of these points we hope to be able to give, (as we 
ask our contributors to give) a reason for the faith that 
is in us. There is a broad way and a narrow way to look 
at all great public questions; there arc those who 
condemn the Crusades as a horrible blunder in that they 
failed to accomplish their ostensible and avowed purpose, 
forgetting that in reality they formed one of the longest 
steps in the evolution of modern civilization. So it is 
today; there is no cause that is propagated with infal¬ 
lible wisdom and without the alloy of mistake ; but let us 
not judge great causes in the light of Shakespeare's 
aphorism 

THeir virtcies else be they as pore a* tfrace 
As iufinite as man nwy undergo 
Saall in the geuerul erasure take corruption 
From that particular fault. 

But if we are an able to forgive the error and condone 
the fault let ns at least make Burns our commentator ou 
Shakespeare's immortal lines and remember that 

A man 'a a man for a' that. 

But even though in the case of an individual a single 
fault may utterly disqualify him yet the same cannot 
said of a nation. It is necessary to determine the 
resultant of the forces which are working in it. Some 
people condemn America on the score of yellow journal¬ 
ism or of local municipal corruption or some other cause. 
Some people condemn Great Britain on the 9ccn: of 
the opium traffic, Russia on the score of popular repres¬ 
sion, Japan oil the score of her failure to hold in check 
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Editorial Comment. 

Ih our last issue wc said that it would be impossible 
to carry on this magazine on the lines alreadj- laid down, 
but our subscribers were invited to suggest ways and 
means bv which it could be eominued. We intimated at 
the time that the only difficulty in the way was the pau¬ 
city of contributors. Since that issue went forth wc have 
been in receipt of numerous protests against the discon¬ 
tinuance of the Review and of offers of aid in the matter 
of contributions. S. A. Beck, the Manager of the Meth¬ 
odist Publishing House, has agreed to assumethe business 
management of the Review, and thus relieve the editor of 
a great deal of office work in connection w : th it. 

Under these circumstances and with the apparent 
demand that exists for this or some similar periodical we 
hardly fed justified in withdrawing from the field. We 
therefore solicit the continued interest and patronage of 
the general public. 

The general policy of the Review will be the same as 
it has been, its main object being the discussion of any 
anil even- matter pertaining to the history, the language, 
the social condition, the religions, the folk-lore or the 
politics of the Korean people. The business management 
will have control of the News Calendar, which will Vic en¬ 
larged and made more efficient than has heretofore been 
possible with the forces a* our command. We aim to 
make a greater specialty of the physical and industrial 
aspects of Korea, and shall try to publish interesting anil 
valuable itineraries of main lines of travel not covered bv 
the rail wavs that are under construction or are in con- 

k 

temptation. 

As we have- said before, it is necessary to consult 
many tastes in a paper of this kind, ami few if any of our 
readers will be equally interested in all the lines of invest¬ 
igation that will be touched upon, but our readers may 
rest assured tliar we shall deal strictly with Korean 
topics and uo space will he given up to outside masters, 
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Our main purpose is to make the magazine a benefit to 
Korea and the Koreans by giving as correct an impression 
as possible of the facts in regard to thisj>eople. Adulation 
would be as harmful as wholesale condemnation and we 
should steer a middle course We will gladly consider 
any comments which our subscribers shall -send in, the 
only requisite l>eiug that, whether palatable or other¬ 
wise, such comment shall be sympathetic, 

\\ c claim no ability to hold a neutral position as be¬ 
tween the Japanese and Russians, as between liberalism 
and conservatism, as between Christianity and Confucian¬ 
ism, as between progress and retrogression, but on any 
and all of these points w r e hope to be able to give, (as we 
ask our contributors to give) a reason for the faith that 
if m us. There is a broad way and a narrow way to look 
at all great public questions; there are those who 
condemn the Crusades as a horrible blunder in that they 
tailed to accomplish their ostensible and avowed purpose, 
forgetting that in reality they formed one of the longest 
steps in the evolution of modern civilization. So it is 
today; there is no cause that is propagated with inlaJ* 
lible wisdom and without the alloy of mistake ; but let us 
not judge great causes in the light of Shakespeare’s 
aphorism 

Their virtues else he they as pure &*> grace 
As infinite man may undergo 
Khali in the gcueral ernsurr take ccwruptioo 
Froia that particular fault. 

But if we arc unable to forgive the error and condone 
the fault let us at least make Bums our commentator on 

Shakespeare’s immortal lines and remember that 

A man 8 a mail for a' that. 

But even though in the case of an individual a single 
l.-iult may utterly disqualify him yet the same cannot 
be said of a nation. It is necessary to determine the 
resultant of the forces which arc working in it. Some 
people condemn America on the score of yellow journal¬ 
ism or of local municipal corruption or some other cause. 
Borne people condemn Great Britain on the score of 
the opium traffic, Russia on the score of popular repres¬ 
sion. Japan on tlie score of her failure to bold in check 


c 


by Got gle 


K Y lljlrrtl NY*'ll 

IHt OHIO SI Alt IK 



K 1 »lTi l k 1A L COM M ENT. 


uol 

certain lawless characteristics of the Imvti stratum oJ so¬ 
ciety. Is it fair to estimate a whole people thus or to 
condemn a national policy because of certain excrescences 
which arc not essential to it but rather hinder it? We 
might as well say that all ships should he anchored per¬ 
manently because barnacles "row on them. dAn lx it not¬ 
ed that barnacles grow on the ocean greyhound as readi¬ 
ly s«s on the tramp steamer. 

The whole question lies ir. the willingness of any 
nation or power to recognize its weak points and to 
make an effort to correct them. It is quite plain that the 
fate of Korea is closely linked with that of Japan. This 
is a fact that must be faced. It will be faced willingly by 
those who believe that Japan lias it in her to learn how¬ 
to handle an alien people, as great. Britain does, in such, a 
way as to lie to the mutual advantage of bolh. Olliers 
will have to face it the best they can. The fact remains. 
For those, then, who sympathize with Koreans ami 
desire to be of service to them what is the most reason¬ 
able line of conduct? Surely not to stand and merely 
exclaim against any and every encroachment upon what 
we deem to l>e Korea's rights, unless there isto.br some 
practical result of such exclamation. There are very few 
of us that would deny that Japan has an opportunity to 
do Korea a great service and at the same time to do her¬ 
self a great service. The reasonable course then is for 
each individual to use his influence so far as he may tn 
make both Japanese and Koreans sec that the success of 
both depends upon the building up of a genuine friendship 
between them. On the one hand the Japanese must over¬ 
come the tendency to look down upon the Korean as 
unworthv of consideration, and on the other hand the 
Korean must 1* encouraged to put away his inborn 
7 >rvj ml ice against the Japanese. We have nothing to ? ay 
about the ease or the difliculty with which these results 
may be accomplished. It may be hard, it may be impos¬ 
sible, but would it be more reasonable to stir up strife 
between the two which could result only in the complete 
submergence of the Koreans? <■ 

In our efforts to be of service lo the Koreans, there- 
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fore, we should strive to give the Koreans and the J apanese 
a higher estimate of each other. But this seems to be an 
impossible task. The Japanese consider the Koreans far 
below themselves in general culture, while the Koreans 
believe that with the exception of a few of the upper 
classes of Japanese the balance of civilization is with 
Korea. It is this social deadlock which must be hroken 
before there can be any hope of bettering the situation. 
It is our business then to inquire how this can be accom¬ 
plished, if at all. We do not hesitate to say that there 
is but one way to do it and that is by a process of educa¬ 
tion. It will lx slow and tedious and before it is accom¬ 
plished other events may have intervened which will 
overthrow all plans and hopes for the future. But this 
does not free xih from the obligation of doing what we 
can to bring about the needed change in sentiment. 
General education will work in two ways to accom¬ 
plish this object. It will raise the Korean in the estima¬ 
tion of the Japanese and it will bring the Korean to a 
point where ne can appreciate what Japan lias accom¬ 
plished in the way of general advancement. In this way 
these two peoples will build up a genuine respect for each 
other, a respect that is now conspicuously lacking. 
There arc two things that command respect in Japan, 
physical power and intellectual power. The soldier and 
the literatus are the ideals ol'the Japanese as they always 
have been and they respect these two things in others. 
Can we doubt that it was the combination of university 
education and militarism that attracted Japan so strong¬ 
ly toward Germany ? Korea can never command respect 
on the score of physical power, and it is for this reason 
that we say that general education and a manifest de- 
termination to take advantage of modem learning is the 
only thing that will male? the Japanese respect the 
Koreans 

Would we be wrong in saying that the secret of suc¬ 
cessful colonization or the successful handling of alien 
peoples depends upon the ability of the teacher to respect 
the pupil ? Much has been ^aid on the opposite side of 
the question but this side needs emphasizing. If England 
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lias had any success in handling India it is because those 
in whose hand s the government of that peninsula lies "re- 
cognize that beneath all the moral ImdTo t ellectu al'incubi 
which the long centuries have imposed, beneath the bigo¬ 
try 01 caste, beneath the coward ice evolved by millenniums 
of indirection and oppression—that beneath all these 
things there lies a genuine mnv t capable of becoming in 
time and under'proper tutelage an honor to his race. He 
who charges the Anglo-Saxon with lack of imagination 
will have to reckon with this unique power to see i:i the 
unhewn marble s possible wark of consummate art. 
This recognition on the part of the English of intrinsic 
manhood in the Indian has done more than any other 
one thing to engender self-respect and personal ambition 
in that people; and it will be the same the world over. 
Unless the Japanese find something to respect in the K«>- 
rean the latter is doomed. Now there is something to 
respect in the Korean just as there was something to re¬ 
spect in the Indian, and. Japan has an opportunity of 
showing the fundamental quality of her civilization, as 
England showed her's, by recognizing beneath all the 
superimposed prejudices and follies of the Korean the 
genuine man, capable of indefinite improvement. 


We print in this number a forceful article by “Argos” 
on the reform spelling. We are sorry to say that wc 
could hardly do justice to his samj>le of what the new 
style would be. Our font of type is not quite capable of 
effecting it but the reader will see that the idea is to sep¬ 
arate consonants and vowels as we do in English so as 
to reduce the font of type to less than we have in an 
English font. His suggestion is a startling one and one 
that is sure to bring out some discussion. 

We must take exception to the implication that Dr. 
Gale, the proposer of a reform spelling, has been shabbi- 
]y treated or that people do not appreciate the work be 
has put on it. Such a momentous theme is surely 
worthy of full discussion and we are sure that “Argos” 
himself would not say that failure to agree with Dr. 
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Gale and adopt the new system carries with it any lack 
of appreciation of the good which he certainty intended 
to do. This discussion is carried on in the best of humor 
nud the personal element has l>een conspicuously lack¬ 
ing. We want to know whether a change would he a 
good thing j»r the Koreans. The lack of unanimity 
grows out of no narrow considerations whatever but 
out of reasons which appear to each side to be funda¬ 
mental. The Review stands ready to place before its read¬ 
ers any and every argument hearing on either side of the 

question, for it is one that vitally affects the whole future 
of Korean literature. The advocates of the reform say 
we have no standard of spelling. If so the sooner a 
standard is made the better. The question remains 
whether such a standard can lie made to order or whether 
it has to grow up out of common usage. It will not do 
to say that with the pure phonetic system words will 
spell themselves, for they will not. The differences in 
pronunciation throughout the country makes this im¬ 
possible. We have nothing to say at this point either for 
or against the new system, but whether the change is 
marie or not there will lie need of a Jixed standard of 
some kind in printed form. 

The opening of the Seoul-Fusan Raiload induces a 
remiuiscentframeofmir.il. The older residents of Seoul 
remember well the ‘'good” old days when we had to plow 
our way through mud and water over the bridle-path 
to Chemulpo. Then came the river steamers which made 
it a rule rather than the exception to rest for five or 
six hours on some sand bank each trip. Then all this 
was brushed away and the winter of our discontent was 
made glorious summer by the completion of the Seoul- 
Chcmulpu Railway. And to think that wc shall never 
have to pick our way again aronnd that tide-swept, fog- 
infested southwestern point of Korea! It seems almost 
too good to be true. 

The first time we came to Korea, away back in the 
eighties, old Opt. Hussey was master of the Tsuruga 
and the way he would crawl up to an island in the fog 
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ami nose it will] tilt prow of tiis ship until he could sec 
U'fiit'/i island it might lx* was a caution to land-lubbers, 
esijccially to those who did not know what he was up to. 
Which one of us does not know the delights of anchoring 
m the fog for twenty-four hoars, more or less, when \vc 
were almost in sight of home ? If this railway had been 
completed a few years sooner wc might still have among 
us Mr. Appeozeller. one of the pioneers of Korea, and 
others who have gone down on ill-fated steamers on the 
Korean coast. 

This railway will give access to many interior points 
that are of great interest to the historian and archaco- 
ogist and affords excellent opportunities to shake off the 
dust of Seoul and get a glimpse of rural life. The lone of 
the globe trotter will change and we shall hear no more 
about there being no trees in Korea and other Mun¬ 
chausen-like descriptions. This railway ought to bring a 
solution of the much mooted question as to a summer 
resort tor foreigners in Seoul. There must be plenty of 
-delightful Kpots made accessible by this railway ami we 
hope tiie time is not far away when the summer will See 
a large m unitier of foreigners gathered about some 
congenial center instead of being scattered to the four 
winds to practical hermitage. The summers could lx- 
made delightful as they are in Japan by nil sorts of con- 
ierera.es, summer schools and other divertisements il 
only a place were selected where a goodly number could 
congregate and hn«l suitable accommodation. 


News Calendar. 

There were one or two minor errors in the account 
we gave of the attack by Japanese upon Mr. huge) ol 
Fu<an. His Korean helper did not call out to the 
Japanese that the foreigner vvemid aid him. Mr. Engel 
w as tied to a post, as we stated, • but he did not lose 
consciousness. The Japanese ran away when they saw 
signs of approaching collapse. 
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The prefect of Whe-in naa a rather unpleasant exper¬ 
ience this month when his town was raided by robbers 
who surrounded his residence and forced him to handover 
all the* Government money he had on hand and also call¬ 
er! on all the wt*ll-tt>-do people for money, clothes and 
other good things. As soon as he could, the prelect es¬ 
caped and made his way to Seoul. 

In spite of its former condemnation oi the various 
societies that are be»ng formed, the Government seems to 
h.'ive changed its mind and about the middle oi December 
caller! up leading members of the 21-chin Society and con¬ 
gratulated them u-jori thwii* oigmization, and promised 
not to iiiteriere with them. 

A great meeLiiig c' ;.he Il-ehin Society was l»eld out¬ 
side the South gate ofSu-wun on the 12th inst.ai which 
some KMX>U people were present. Of these three thou¬ 
sand had their haircut. The president made a clear state¬ 
ment, of the aims o. if • society. Suddenly an aged man 
oil the edge of the crowd l>egun applauding vigorously 
and declared that this was just what was needed to 
awaken the people and lead the nation to better tilings. 

On December 22 the British Legation guard gave a 
very successful entertainment at the guard house. The 
songs, jokes, costumes and dialogues were well gotten up 
and speak well lor the musical and histrionic ability of 
the men of the guard. The audience was highly enter¬ 
tained and heartdv agreed that if this was a sample of 
what t'ne men can do we must have more oi it before the 
season is through. 

The Christmas season found the ehiklren as enthusi¬ 
astic as usual. The weather turned cold and crisp just a 
few days before the holiday came ami gave us real Christ¬ 
mas weather. On the afternoon of the 27th a large 
number of the Seoul children gathered at the Soul I’mun 
and had a very jolly time while the “grown ups” looked 
on and applauded. The children sang sonic pretty 
songs which reflected a great deal ol credit on their in¬ 
structress. 

The absence of snow together with tile snapping 
cold of the past two weeks has made some excellent $k.\t- 
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ini; ?ind several of Che Seoul people have taken advantage 
of it to do some twirling on the ice. There ought to lie a 
revival of this most excellent and healthful sport among 
the foreigners of Seoul, 

It is said that Japanese gendarmes have instructed 
the Police Bureau to let Japanese soldiers and post-men 
go in and out the north east gate at any hour of the 
night but not to open it in the morning for general use 
until receiving instruction from the Japanese. 

According to the native press the Italian Minister 
renewed his attempt to obtain through the Foreign Of* 
fi.ee a gold-mining concession for his nationals stating 
that he had been instructed by his government to find 
out why, when many other foreign companies are given 
concessions, the Italians should be refused. 

The Rritish authorities have also been pressing for a 
second concession to be situated in Suan district in 
Whang-ha province but so far without success. 

The German representative has announced to the 
government that the gold mining concession in Kim- 
sung is a failure and requests that another he given in¬ 
stead. 

On the afternoon of the 29th. inst. a serious affray 
took place between members of the H-chin Society and 
the Korean soldiers. It seems that having been forbidden 
the ase of the public streets for meeting, tlte Society 
secured the use of a Chinese building in the rear of the 
Annex of the Palace Hotel. There they met but on the 

day named some Pyongyang soldiers armed with brick¬ 
bats raided the place and a fight took place in which 
some twelve of the Il-chin society members were or less 
severely injured. The Japanese gendarmes hurried to the 
place and attacked tlx* Korean soldiers, one of the latter 
being killed on the spot. After the quarrel bad been stop¬ 
ped the Japanese gendarmes went to the barracks and 
arrested five Korean officers who should have held the 
Pyongyang soldiers in check. The street in the vicinity 
:tftV>riled an animated sight all during the• attenv.nm, 
being densely crowded with Koreans among vvnom j:u>- 
anese n united guards were stationed .'.t irLr.ptc.it uv- 
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tervaU. '1 woof the Koreans were so severely hurt that 
there arc fears they will not survive. This stirred up a 
good deal of feeling among the Koreans both in favor of 
tne society and against it. 

The Belgian authorities have also repeated their re- 
quest lot a gold mining concession, citing the concessions 
made to the subjects of other powers The unanimity 
with which foreigners are attempting to secure milling 
concessions here should settle for all time the question 
whether there is “pay dirt" in Korea. 

A Korean hunter recently shot a huge tiger in the 
town of I’u-p’vung only eighteen miles from Seoul. lie 
sold the skin to a Japanese in Chemulpo but the magis¬ 
trate of Pup'vung was highly incensed at this, since ac¬ 
cording to immemorial custom all tigers must lie handed 
over to the local magistrate, and it should be added that 
in such case the hunter gets little or nothing for the risk 
lie has run and the labor expended. The mail was seized 
rind beaten but the people out of pity subscribed enough 
money to buy him off. It would be a pleasure to see 
such a magistrate forced to face a live tiger with an old 
Korean matchlock and get a taste of it himself. He 
then might see things in a different light. 

The 11-chin gentry met a warm reception the other 
day in Kung-ju when several hundred residents of the 
town came at them with clubs. The doughty defenders 
of their country's honor turned and fled precipitately, 
throwing down their guns and all other impedimenta. 
They reached the Kcum River and dashed in, some to be 
drowned and others to effect a very wet escape. They 
lost theii baggage, their clothes, their money and what 
little reputation they may have had about them. 

The Japanese have asked that in the districts which 
border upon the Seoul-Fusan Kail wav* and along the 
road to Ham-gvting province, magistrates be placed who 
understand the Japanese language. The suggestion is 
an excellent one and one that the government would do 
well to follow. 

In many districts There has been a recrudescence ol 
the old time Righteous Army who have made it their 
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business to combat the Jt-chki Society. The bitter shy 
that the Righteous Army has been stirreil op by the cor¬ 
rupt officials in Seoul and urge that the adherents of the 
11-chin Society all flock to Seoul to press their claims. 

Ten o'clock on the morning of Dec. 29th a distin¬ 
guished company was gathered in the Cathedral in Seoul 
to witness the wedding ceremony of Mr. Adhemar Dcl- 
coipie and Miss Anna Irene Eckert. ’The ceremony was 
an imposing one and it was enhanced by appropriate 
music by the Imperial Band under the directorship of the 
bride’s father. After the completion of the ceremom 
the company adjourned to an adjoining apartment 
where the newly wedded pair were heartily congratulat¬ 
ed and a score or more of witnesses signed the register. 
At eleven o'clock a reception was held at the residence of 
Miss Sohtag where congratulations were renewed and 
healths were drunk. An adequate description of the 
simple but elegant dress of the bride lies just beyond the 
tip of our pen and so wc must forego this important 
part of a full description of the occasion. The Risvikw 
joins with all other friends in wishing long life and hap- 
jjiness to Mr. and Mrs. Delcoigtie. 

On the third of December a new society was organized 
under the name of the Chin Mvimg Society or “Progress 
and Enlightenment.” The moving spirits in the new 
organization are fanner meinl>ers of the I'eddlar’s Guild 
of malodorous memory. They have not followed recent 
precedents in the matter of hair cutting, but the lion 
has lain down with the lamb, for the general ahns of 

these exponents of sweetness and light are the same as 
those of the Chin-bo, li-ckin and Kuk-min societies. But 
in addition to the advanced principles of the other 
societies it advocates a radical improvement in commerc¬ 
ial matters. How such improvement is to be effected 
does not yet appear. 

Jt seems that the Japanese authorities are asking the 
Korean Government to turn over to them the righL to 
cut timber on the Yalu, which the Russians formerly en¬ 
joyed, but so far as wc can hear no compensation has 
been promised. 


Digitized by C.OOgle 


Original fan 

Tiir 01 no fiTATr UNivrp.f,:T 



i 


THE KOREA REVIEW. 


Koreans sav that a patriotic native named Kyong 
K waiig-guk was so disgusted with the condition of 
affairs that he retired to a lonely mountain retreat but 
when he heard of the organization of the Kuk-mm or 
X.'itiuntil People’s Society he came forth ami became its 
}>resident. 

A Korean, who was listening to the appeal for the 
new Severance Memorial Hospital which Mr. T. H. Yun 
made at the Seoul Y. M. C. A. rooms, arose and stated 
that though he was not a member of the Y. M. C. A. and 
was only just in from the country, he could not think of 
allowing people in other lands tosend such large sums.of 
money here to help Koreans without doing something 
himself. He thereupon subscribed one hundred dollars 
toward the fund. 

The Governor of North Ham-gyung Province report¬ 
ed lately that the prefect of Pu-rycng while on his way 
from Seoul to his post had to pass through Kyong-sung. 
The Rxissian soldiers stopped him there and held him a 
prisoner in his own inn and would listen to no remons¬ 
trances. They allowed him, however, to return to Seoul. 
The prefect of Tan-ch'fin was also stopped by the Rus¬ 
sians and so he returned to his own home. 

We regret to have to announce the death of the in¬ 
fant son of Rev. and Mrs. C. A. Clark. It occurred very 
suddenly after only two days of scarlet fever. The funer¬ 
al took place on the 23rd inst. 
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Chapter XXVIL 

Ti«c ftacOe -of Cbcmnlpu. .., Russian sflrvivofs oa neutral *boats.... 

ttnu-mg op of‘he Korycte... sinking of the Vftriak_Russians 

kave Korea ...hospital ;n Cbemnlpo. .. .skirmish at Pyeog Yang 

. . .Korean Jupansse Protocol ...end of Peddlar’s Guild.<>-. 

■qais JtO Yi Your Ik retires. . . Japanese Conservative policy ;u 
Koieo .. vkirmikt ul Ch<ing-jn entering of Koreans. iu »ortb 

... .apathy of Korean Government... .burning of palare in Seoul 
.... Korean Cnrreucy. 

It was a cloudless but hazv day aud from the anchorage 
the Japanese fleet was all but invisible, for it lav at least 
-eight miles our in the entrance of the harbor and partly 
concealed by Round Island which splits the offlag into two 
channels. The two boats made straight for tire more easter¬ 
ly of the channels, their coarse being a very little west of 
south. When they had proceeded about half the distance 
from the anchorage to the enemy's fleet the laUt’T threw a 
shot across the bows of each of the Russian boats as a com - 
mand to stop and surrender, but the Russians tooi: no notice 
of it. The only chance the Russians had to inflict any 
darriHpe was to reduce ihr firing range as much as possible 
for the Variak's. guns were only six inches and four-tenths 
in caliber and at long range they would have been useless. This 
was ni five m in nles before noon. The Japanese 3eet was uot 
deployed in a line facing the approaching boats and it was 
apparent that thev did not intend co bring their whole force 
to bear upon the Russians simultaneously. We are inform¬ 
ed that only two of the Japanese vessels, the As&ma and the 
Chryoda, die the work, ft was not long after* the warning 
shots had been fired that the Japanese let loose and the roar 
that went up from tho*e terrible machine* of destruction lore 
the quiet of the windless bay to tatters and made the bouses 

Digi 


>• Coogle 


friyititfl Iiu ii 

T If Cl 1C fiTATT LMVIiRSrTY 





502 


KOICHAN HISTORY. 


of the town tremble where they stood. As the J'ariak 
advanced she swerved to the eastward and gave the Japanese 
her starboard broadside. All about her the sea was lashed 
into loam by striking shot and almost from the beginning of the 
fight her steering-gear was shot away so that she had to 
depend on her engines alone tor steering. It became evi¬ 
dent to her commander that the passage was impossible. 
He had pushed eastward until there wis imminent dangei 
of rtinning aground. So he turned again toward the west 
anil came around in a curve which brought the Variak much 
nearer to Lhe Japanese. It was at this time that the deadly 
work was done upon her. Teu of her twelve gun-captain' 
were shot away. A she'll struck her fo’castle. passed between 
the arm and body of a gunner who had his hand upon his 
hip and, bursting, killed every other man on the fo’castle. 
Both bridges were destroyed by bursting shell hug the Captain 
was seriously wounded in the left arm The watchers on 
shore and on the shipping in the harbor saw flumes bursting 
out from her quarter-deck and one wituess plainly saw shells 
drop just beside her and burst beneath the water line. It 
was these shots that did the real damage for when,after three 
quarters of an hour of steady fighting, she turned her prow 
back toward the anchorage it was seen that she had s. heavy 
list to port which could have been earned only by serious 
liamagL. h^Iow the water-line. At? the two bouts came slowly 
back to port, the Variak so crippled by the destruction of 
one of her engines that she could make only ten knots an 
hour, the Japanese boats followed, pouring in a galling fire, 
until the Russians had almost reached the anchorage. Then 
tlie pursuers drew back aod the battle was over. The 
Koryeiz was intact. The Japanese had reserved all their fire 
for the larger vessel. The Variak was useless as a fighting 
machine, for her heavy list to port would probably have 
marie it impossible to train the guns on the enemy, but alt 
knew that rlie end had not yet coiue. The Russians had 
neithe r sunk nor surrendered. The threat of the Japanese 
to come in at four o’clock was still active. As soon as the 
Variak dropped anchor the British sent off four hospital 
boats to her with a surgeon and a nurse. Other vessels also 
sent offers of aid. Bui it was found dial the Russians bail 
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last moment blow ur> tbeir vessel? with all ou board 

0 

Wbat else was there for them to do? I'hev would not sur- 
render and they could not leave tbeir ships and go ashore 
decided to lie at anchor and £gbt to the hitter end and a: 
only to be captured by the enemy. They would play out the 
tragedy to a finish and go down fighting. Upon learning 
of this determination the commanders of the various neu¬ 
tral vessels held another conference at which it was decided 
that the Russians had done all that was necessary to vindi¬ 
cate the honor of iheir flag and that, as it was a neutral port, 
the survivors should be invited to seek asylum ou the neu¬ 
tral vessels. The invitation was accepted and the sixty-four 
wounded on board the Variak were at ouce transferred to 
the British cruiser Talbot and the French curiser Pascal. As 
the commander* of the neutral vessel* knew that the Variak 
and Koryete were to be sunk by the Russians they paid no 
particular attention to the reiterated statement of the Jap¬ 
anese that they would enter the harbor at lour and finish the 
work already begun. The passengers, crew and mails on 
hoard the stratuship Sungari had already been transferred Jo 

the Pascal and sd attempt had been mace to scuttle her but 

she was filling very slowly indeed. It was about half-past 

three in tbe afternoon that the o Beers and crew of the 

Koryctz went over the side and on hoard the Pascal 
•* 

It was generally known throughout the town that tbe 
Ktrryctz would be blown up before four o’clock and everyone 
sought some point of vantage from which to witness the 
spectacle. Scores of people went out to the little island on 
which the light-house stands, for this was nearest to the 
doomed ship. It was thirty-seven minutes past three when 
tbe waiting multitude saw two Winding flashes of light one 
following the other in quick succession. A terrific report 
followed which dwarfed tbe roar of cannon to a whisper and 
shook every house in the towu as if it had been struck by a 
soiid rock* Tbe window-fastenings of one house at least 
were toru off, so great was the concussion. An enormous 
cloud oi smote and debris shot toward the sky and at the 
same time enveloped the spot where tbs vessel had lain. A 
moment later there began a heritable shower of Splintered 
wood, toru and twisted railing, books, clothes, rope, utensils 
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and a hundred other belongings of the ship. The cloud of 
smoke expanded in the tipper air 3nd blotted out *.be snn like 
an eclipse. The startled gulls flew hither and thither as if 
dazed by this unheard of phenomenon and men instinctively 

raised their hands to protect themselves from the falling 
debris, pieces of which were drifted by the upper currents 
of air for u distance of three miles landward where they fell 
by tb p hundreds in peoples' yards. 

When the smoke was dissipated it teas discovered that 
the A'oryefz had sunk, only her tonne; sue some tom r'gg'Dg 
appearing above the surface, if we except her forward steel 
deck which the force of the explosion hac bent up from the 
prow so that the point of it, like the share of a huge plow, 
stood several feet out of venter The surface of the bay all 
about the spot was covered thickly with smoking debris and 
several of the ship's boats were floating about intact upon 
the water. 

The Vcriak was left io sink where she lay. The forty- 
one dead on board wer r placed together in a cabii and went 
down with her. She burned on till evening and then inclin¬ 
ing more and more to- port her funnels finally touched the 
water and with a srrrging, choking groan as of some great 
animal in ptin she sank. As the water reached the fires a 
cloud l>i steam went np which illuminat'd by the last lla-h of 
the fire lorraed her sfgual of farewell. 

It was arranged that the Hritish and the French boats 
should carry the Russians to a neutral port and guarantee 
their parole until the end of the war. 

This wholly uucx jjectcd annihilation of the Ruv.au 
boats naturally caused consternation among the Russians of 
Chemulpo and Seoul. The Russian Consulate was surround¬ 
ed by the Japanese troops and the Consol was held practically 
a prisoner. The Japanese Minister in Seoul suggested to the 
Russian Minister through the Krench Legation the advisa¬ 
bility of his removing fr<>m Seoul with his nat ©nab. and 
every facility was given him for doing this with expedition 
am! with comfort. A few days later ill the Ruslan? were 
taken by special train to^hemu po. and there, berng jomec 
by the Russian subjects in Chemulpo, they all went •<- hoard 
the Pasml. This vessel must hare been crowded, fm it is 
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said that when she sailed she had ouboard six hundred Rus- 
sians, both civilians aud military men. 

Twenty-four of the most desperately wounded men on 
board the neutral ships were sent ashore and placed in the 
Provisional Red Cross Hospital. For this purpose the ling* 
lish Church Mission kjsdly put at the disposal of tbc Japan¬ 
ese their hospital at Chemulpo- Several of these wounded 
meu were suffering from gangrene when they came off the 
Pascal but with the most sedulous care the Japanese physi¬ 
cians and nurses pulled them through. 

After this battle at Chemulpo there was no more ques¬ 
tion about landing Korean troops further down the coast; iu 
fact as soon as the ice was out of the Tadong River, Chinnam- 
po became the point of disembarkation. But meanwhile the 
troops which bad landed at Chemulpo were pushing north by 
lane as rapidly as circumstances would permit and within a 
few weeks of the beginning of the war Pyeng-yang was held 
by a strong force of Japanese. At the same time work was 
pushed rapidly on the Seoul-Pusan Railway and also begun 
on the projected railway line between Seoul and Wijn. 

As for the Russians they never seriously invaded Korean 
territory. Bands of Cossacks crossed the Yala and scoured 
the country right and left but their only serious purpose was 
to keep in touch with tbe enemy and report as to their move¬ 
ments. On February 28 a small band of Cossacks approach¬ 
ed the north gate of Pyeng Yang and after exchanging a few 
shots with the Japanese guard withdrew. This was tbe first 
point at which the two belligerents came iu touch with each 
other. 

It was on tbe night of February 23rd that Korea signed 
with Japan a protocol by the terms of which Korea practical¬ 
ly allied herself with Japan and became, as it were, a silent 
partner in the war. Korea grauted the Japanese the right to 
n»e Korea as a road to Manchuria and engaged to give them 
every possible facility for prosecuting the war. On the other 
hand Japan guaranteed the independence of Korea and the 
safety of the Imperial Family. It is needless to discuss the 
degree uf spontaneity with which Korea did this. !t was a 
case of necessity, but if rightly used it might have proved of 
immense benefit to Korea. 3S il surely did to Japan. I; 

Digitized b> GOOgk 


Original 'run. 

rnr o no r .TATr iJNivrusir 



KOREAN BISTORT 


5<* 

formally did «\vny u ith tlie cbipty hu*k «.»i neutrality which 
Had been proclaimed, and made every seaport of tbtpeuinsula 
belligerent territory, even as it did the land itself. 

March saw the end of the Peddlars Guild, They had 
been organized iu Russian interests but now they had no 
longer any rat son d'etre. As a final flurry, one of their num¬ 
ber entered the house of the Foreign Minister with the in¬ 
tent to murder him, but die not find his victim. Other similar 
attempts were made but did not sncced. 

The Japanese handled the situation in Seoul with great 
circumspection. The notion that they would attack the pro- 
Russiatj officials proved false. Everything was kept quiet 
and the perturbation iuto which the court and the govern¬ 
ment were thrown by these startling events was soon soothed. 

Marquis lto was sent from Japan with a friendly mes¬ 
sage to the Emperor of Korea and this did much to quiet the 
unsettled state of things in Korea. At about the same time 
the northern poTIs of Wtju and Vongampo were opened to 
foreign trade. This was a natural result of the withdrawal 
of Russian influence. It was not long before Vi Yong-ik 
who had played such a leading roie in Korea was iuviled to 
go to Japan and thus an element of unrest was removed from 
the field of action. It was believed that the Japanese would 
immediately introduce much needed reform*;, but it seemed to 

be their policy to go very slowly, su slowly in fr*ct that the 

better element aniODg the Koreans was disappointed, and got 
the impression that Japan was not particularly interested 
in the matter of reform. It Is prooable that the en¬ 
ergies of the Japanese were too much engaged in other dircc- 
tiaus to divert any to Korea at the time. They had been 
complaining bitterly about the monetary conditions, but when 
they suddenly stepped iuto power in Seoul on February qtb 
they seemed to forget all about this, for up to the end of 1901 
they failed to do anything to correct the vagaries of Korean 
finance. But instead of this the Japanese merchants in Ko¬ 
rea and ot'ner Japanese who were here for other reason? than 
their health immediately began to make requests and de¬ 
mands for all sorts of privileges. The Board of Trade in 
Ftisan asked the Japanese government to secure the Maritime 
Customs service, permission tor extra territorial privileges, 
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the establishment of Japanese agricultural stations aud other 
impossible things 

Meanwhile the Japanese were steadily pushing north. 
At Anju a slight skirmish occurred but there was nothing 
that could be called a fight until the Japanese reached the 
town of Chong ju where a small body of Russians took a 
stand on a hill northwest of the town and held it for three 
hours, hut even here the casualties were only about fifteen 
on cither side. The Russians evidently had no notion of 
making a determined stand this side the Yaln. Already, a 
week before, the Russian troops bad withdrawn from Yong- 
ampo and had crossed to Aiming. This fight at Chottg-ju oc¬ 
curred on March 2Bth and a week later practically all the 
Russian farces had crossed the Yalu and Korea ceased tc be 

belligerent territory. Tt is not the province of this history 
to follow the Japanese across that historic river and relate 
the events which occurred at the beginning of May when the 
first great land battle of the war was fought. 

The whole north had been thrown into the greatest con¬ 
fusion by the presence of these two beiligereuls. Cossack 
bauds had scurried about the country, making demands for 
food and fodder a part of which they were wiliiug to pay for 
with Russian currency quite unknown to the Korean. From 
scores of villages aud towns the women had fled to the moun¬ 
tain recesses ata most inclement season, and untold sutlering 
had been entailed. But these are things that always come in 
the track of war and the Koreaus bore them as uncomplain¬ 
ingly as they could. Throughout the whole country the 
absorption of the attention nf t be govern merit iu the events of 
the war was taken advantage of by robbers, and their raids 
were frequent and destructive. As soon as the government 
found that the Japanese did not intend to rule with a high 
hand it sank back into the former state of selfcomplacent 
lethargy, and things went along in the old rats. It was per¬ 
fectly plain that Korean officialdom had no enthusiasm for 
the* Japanese cause. It is probable that a large majority of 
the people preferred to see Japan win rather than the Rus¬ 
sians. but it was the fond wish of ninety-nine out of every 
hundred to see Korea rid of them both. Whichever one 
held exclusive power here was eerlaiu to become an object 
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of hatred to the Korean people. Had the Russians driven out 
the Japanese the Koreans would have hated them as hearti¬ 
ly. Whichever born of the dilemma Korea became impaled 
upon she was sure to think the other would have been less 
sharp. Few Koreans looked at the matter from any large stand¬ 
point or tried to get from the situation any thing, but personal 
advantage. This is doubtless the reason why it was sodif- 
ficult to gain an opinion from Korean officials. They did 
not want to go on record as having any decided sympathies 
either wav. The people of no other land were so nearly 
neutral as were those of Korea. 

The month of April was comparatively quiet. The Jap¬ 
anese were struggling north through frost and mud com¬ 
bined to rendezvous on the banks of the Yalu. On the 14th 
occurred the great fire in Seoul which in a few hours swept 
away almost the whole of the KyGng-nc Palace, the one re¬ 
cently completed and the one occupied by the Emperor at 
the time. • He was forced to vacate it in haste and take up 
his abode for the time being in the detached Imperial Library 
building. A strong effort was made by the Japanese to in¬ 
duce him to return to the Cbdng-dGk Palace^ which was his 
place of residence at the time of the emeutes of 1882 
and 1884, but this was combatted with all the. means 
available, and the burned palace was rebuilt as quickly as 
possible. 

The temporary effect of the war upon the Korean cur¬ 
rency was to enhance its value. Imports suddenly came to t 
standstill because of the lack of steamships and the possible 
dangers of navigation. This stopped the demand for yen. 
The Japanese army bad to spend large sums in Korea and 
this required the purchase of Korean money. The result was 
that the yen, instead of bolding its ratio of something like 
one to two and a half of the Korean dollar fell to the ratio of 
one to only one atid four tenths. When,'however, the sea 
was cleared of the Russians and import trade was resumed 
and the bulk of the Japanese crossed the Yalu the Korean 
dollar fell again to a ratio of about two to one, which it has 
preserved up to the present time, i.e. December, 1904. 

• From the time when the Russians retired beyond the 
Yalu warlike operations between the two belligerents was 
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conDned ro BOrtnea*-'. kor.a though . vcb lLitre ver*. i Mr; 
was doing. The Yiaa i vostoek *q udrcm was in be in* and. 
on April *5 it appeared at tb= mouth o! \V.;uvar ciarbo; 
Only one small Japanese boa* was al anoint the:;:. t::r 
(rev* Maru s and tins was destroyed by :. ivrpeio b- >r:i % is i-; r . 
came ir. for the expiess pv.rposi- Oi course sits create! in¬ 
tense excitement in the town and there was a hurried exintnv 
of women and children, but the Russians aid no intentl.*;*. 
of bombarding the place and soon took their departure. 
Only a few hours hrfore, the fCin<k •'... a Japanese transport 
v»itb upwards of i »<> troops onboard, had sailed fo" Sara: j;n 
to the north of Wonsan hot meeting uad weather in the rogiu 
the torpedo boats ihat accompanied her were obliged to rt:n 
for shelter and 'be k’inshin turned back for Wonsan. By 
so d«»ing she soon :hu into the arms of the Russian dcu And 
refusing to surrender she »a> sunk, but forty-five of the 
troops on board effected their escape to the mainland. 

Ji was only a iew da3*s before this that a force o: Cos¬ 
sacks had made » dash down ihe eastern coast a? tar a- 
Ham-henng which they watered niter « iu*& hours' skirmish 
with Korean troops* Tory burned about joe houses id the 
suburbs of the town ami a iso fourteen ian u! the celebrated 
“Ten Thousand Year Bridge,” the longest in Korea. After 
this they retired to the north. But from that *.i;ue on t!i = 

whole northeast his been scoured bv parties of Russians and 

the Japanese have paid no ;r: :>on to them except to place 
troops at Wonsan and Hrim-heimg to halt! these places. 
On August Sth a small Russ-ati farce penetrated south ro the 
very suburbs of Wonsar. hut were speedily renulsen hy the 
Japanese who had thrown up intrenchments ana were quite 
ready to meet ar.v assault. The Russians worked with great 
energy in repairing the road from the Tuman River down to 
Suns-jtD, and cvea south of that place. They even built 
good graded road* across two of the high passes south of 
Subg-jiu until they contact with the Japanese out¬ 

posts twenty utiles above Haiu heung. Neither side seemed 
to desire to assume the offensive and so matters stood '.Tnti- 
the end of the year, and the coming of the northern win ter 
piua<">p to active operations. The only other incident 
worthy of raeatiua m this connection was the wanton attack 
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upon the town of Wonsan by the Russian fleet on the last 
day of June. On th.it tnorning seveu Russian torpedo-boats 
entered tb* harbor and alter inquiring where the Japanese 
barracks and other public buildings were situated began 



place fled to tile shelter of the hills. The Russians gave no 
warning of the attack even though many foreigners of various 
nationalities resided ther? and might easily have been injured. 
After firing over 200 sheds without doing any considerable 
damage the torpedo boats withdrew. 

We mast now go back and inquire into important civil 
mattecs. We have seen that no strong attempt was made by 
the Japanese to secure reforms iu the administration of the 
Korean Government and for this reason many of the best 

Koreans were dissatisfied with the way things were going. 

Therefore it was doubly unfortunate that on the seven¬ 
teenth of June the Japanese authorities should make the start¬ 
ling suggestion that all uncultivated land iu the Feu insula 
as well as other national resources should be thrown open to 
the Japanese. This appears lo have been a scheme evolved 
by one-Nagamori ind broached by him so speciously to the 
powers in Tokyo that they backed him in it; hat there can 
be uo question that it was a grave mistake. There is no 
other point on which tile Korean is so sensitive as upon that 
of bis land. He is .* sou of the soil, and agriculture is the 
basis of all his institutions. The mere proposal raised au in¬ 
stant storm of protest from one end of Korea to the other. 
The Koreans saw in this move the entering wedge which 
would rive the country. It was the beginniug of ihe end. 
This excessive show of feeling was uot expected by the 
Japanese aud it is probable tU.it their intentions were by no 
means so black -is the Koreans pictured them. The very 
general terms in which the proposal was worded aud the al¬ 
most entire lack of limiting particulars gave occasion for all 
sorts of wild conjecture-, and, it rnu*t be confessed, left the 
door open to very wide constructions. The time was unpro- 
pttious, the method was unfortunate and the subject-m.iticr 
of the proposal itself was questionable. The dll-iuiportutit 
matter of water supply and control, the difficulties of juris, 
diction on account of the extraterritorial rights implied in the 
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proposal and other allied questions immediately presented 
themselves to the minds of Koreans and they recognized the 
fact that the carrying om of ibis piau would necessarily re¬ 
sult in a Japanese protectorate if not absolute absorption into 
the Empire of Japan. The Japanese do not seem to have follow¬ 
ed thelogic of the matter to this point or else had not believed 
the Koreans capable of doing so. But when the storm of protest 
broka it carried everything before it. The Japanese were 
not prepared to Carry the thing to extremes and after repeal¬ 
ed attempts at a compromise the matter was dropped, though 
the Japanese neither withdrew their request nor accepted tlic 
Teft'Sai of the Koreau Government. It is a matter of great 
regret that the Japanese did not quietly and steadily press the 
question of internal reforms, and by so doing hasten the time 
when The Korean people as a whole would repose such con¬ 
fidence in the goed intentions of the neighbor country that 
even such plans as this of the waste lands conld be carried 
thrungb without serious opposition ; for it is quite sure that 
there is a large area of fallow la ad iu Korea which might well 
be put under the plow. 

Duriug the weeks when the Japanese were pressing for 
a favorable answer to the waste land proposition the Koreans 
adopted a characteristic method of opposition. A society 
called the Po-an-whe was formed. The name means “So¬ 
ciety for ihe Promotion of Peace amd Safety.* 1 It liad 
among its membership some of the leading Korean officials. 
It held meetings at the cotton guild iu the center of Seoul 
and a good deal o? excited discussion took place as to ways 
and means for defeating the purpose of the Japanese. At 
tlie same time memorials by the score poured in upon the 
Emperor, beseeching him not to give way to the demands. 
The Japanese determined that these forms of opposition must 
be put down, soon July the i6th.the meeting of the society 
was broken in upon by the Japanese police and some of the 
leading members were forcibly carried away to the Japanese 
police statiou. Other raids were made upon the society and 
more of its members were arrested and its papers confiscated. 
The Japanese warned the government that these attempts 
to stir up a riot must be put down with a steru hand and de¬ 
manded that those who persisted iu sendiug in memorials 
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against the Japanese be arrested and punished. If the 
Korean government would not do it the Japanese threatened 
to take the law into tbei? own hands. Tue Japanese troops 
in Seoul were augmented until the- number was fully o.ooo. 

The agitatron was not confined to Seoul, tor leading 
Koreans sen! out circular lettters to all the country districts 
urging the people to come up to Seoul and make a monster 
demonstration which should convince the Japanese that 
they were hi dead earnest. Many of these letters were sup¬ 
pressed by the prefects but in spile of this the news spread 
tar and wide and the society enrolled thousands of members 
in every province. 

The effect of ibis was seen when, early in August, the 
Japanese military authorities asked far the services of 6.ocx» 
Korean coolies in the north at handsome wages. The 
number was apportioned atuoog different provinces, bo', the 
results were meager. Disaffected persons spread the report 
that these coolies would be ptit on the fighl-ug Irne, and rt 
was* with the greatest difficulty that Two thowwmd w^re 
secured. There were sanguinary fights in many towns 
where attempts were made to force coolies to go against 
their will. It was prefectly right for the Japanese to wish 
10 secure such labor, but the tide of public seutimeut was 
fluwing Strong in the other direction because of tlic altcuipl 
to secure the waste land and because of the suspension of the 
right of free speech. 

The. cessation of Japanese efforts to push the waste land 
measure did not put an end to agitation throughout the coun¬ 
try, and the Il-ebm society continued to carry on its pro¬ 
paganda until on August 22nd a new society took the field, 
named the Il-chm Society. This was protected by the Jap¬ 
anese police who allowed only properly accredited members 
to enter its doors. This looked as if it were intended as « 
counter-move to the Il-cliin Society, and as the Jatter was 
having very little success a third society took up the 
gauntlet under the uame oi the Kuk-mrr. nr ”Naiionai Peo¬ 
ple’s” Society The platforms promulgated by all these *u- 
cirriey wt.-e eotte fa nit less but the institutions had no power 
whatever io carry out their laudable- plans, aod so received 
only the smiles of the public. 
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During the summer the Japanese suggested that it 
would be well for Korea to recall her foreign representative-!. 
The idea was to have Korean diplomatic business abroad 
transacted through Japanese legations. Whether this was 
a serious attempt or only a feeler put out to get the sense 
of the Korean government we are unable to say, but up to 
the end of the year the matter was not pushed, aud the 
nomination bv the Japauese of Mr. Stevens, an American 
subject, as adviser to the Foreign Office would seem to indi¬ 
cate that the existing diplomatic arrangements will be con¬ 
tinued for the time being. 

The various societies which had been formed as protests 
against existing conditions stated some things that ought to 
be accomplished but suggested no means by which they could 
be dine. The difficulty which besets the country is the 
lack of general education, and no genuine improvement can 
be looked for until the people be educated up to it. For 
this reason a number of foreigners joined themselves into 
the Educational Association of Korea, their aim being to 
provide suitable text books for Korean schools and to help in 
other ways toward the solution of this great question. About 
the same time the Minister of Education presented the gov¬ 
ernment with a recommendation that tbe graduates of rhe 
Government schools be given the preference in the distribu¬ 
tion of public offices. This bad no apparent effect upon the 
Government at the tiuie, but this is what must come before 
students will flock to tbe Government schools with any 
enthusiasm. Later in the year a large number of Koreans 
also founded on Educational Society. It made no preten¬ 
sions lt> political significance but went quietly to work gather¬ 
ing together those who are convinced that the education of 
the masses is the ore thing Deeded to put Korea upon her 
fee:, in the best sense. 

In September there was celebrated the twentieth an¬ 
niversary of the ionnding of Protestant Christian missions in 
Korea. A great convention bad been arranged for and lead¬ 
ing men were to attend it bnl the war interfered with the 
plan and the convention was postponed till when the 
quarter-centennial will be celebrated. In suite of this a 
memorable meeting was held aad the results (if Christ his 
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work iu Korea were set forth and discussed. tVe ueed say 
no mure here char, that this field is rightly considered as being 
eric oJ the most successful i:: the world and as giving promise 
of great things in the future. 

In liie middle o f October the Japanese military authori¬ 
ties sen I Marshal Hesegawa to take charge of military allairs 
iti Korea. He arrived on the thirteenth aud shortly after 
went to Wonsan to inspect matters ill that vicinity. The 
news of Considerable Russian activity iu northeast Korea 
seemed to need careful watching sod the presence of a gener¬ 
al competent to do whatever was necessary to keep them in 
check. 

The laying of the last rail of the Seoul Fnsan Railway 
was an event of great importance to Korea. It adds material¬ 
ly to the wealth of the country both by forming a means of 
rapid communication and by tnbanciug the value of all the 
territory through which it runs It also gives Japan such a 
large vested interest here that it becomes, in a sense, her 
guarantee to prevent the country from falling into the hands 
of other Powers. But like nil things it hoe its dangers 

as well. 

Mr Megata, the new adviser to the Fniance Department 
arrived in the Autumn and began s close study of Korean 
monetary and financial conditions. This was an augury of 
pood, lor Korean finance has always beru iu a luajie or less 
chaotic couditiou since the time wlieu the late Regent flooded 
the country with dis^rced Chinese cash and a spurious 
Korean coinage whose lack of intrinsic value gave the lie to 
its face. 

Later in the year Mr. Stevens, the newly appointed advis¬ 
er of the Foreign Department, took np his duties which, though 
Us- important than those of Mr. Megata, nevertheless gave 
assurance that the foreign relations of the government would 
be carefully handled 

- As the year came to a close there were evidtfices that 
the Japanese were about to begin what should have been 
begun before, namely a gradual reform ic the administration 
of the government. Useless offices are to be abolisbrd, the 
arinv is 10 te brought down to its proper proportions, re¬ 
trenchment is to be effected in various other lines and educa- 
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tion ’? :u :n encouraged. On me v. bi'i-: the year closed with 
brigoter pr isuccta ui Korea than anv s^rnier portion of the 
year hah .shown. 

The irnuiuatkm '*f ao historical survey covering iour 
thousand y jrs of rime naturally sugges.?. some general re¬ 
marks up<.n that history as a whole. And in the first place 
it is worth noting that the Korean people became a botno- 
gctieous nation at a very early date. Before the opening of 
the tenth Century they were so firmly welded together that 
no teetinnn? oi 3 erence has ever seriously lUrwlen^d their 

disruption. 

Since !iic year 700 A. D. there have been two bloodless 
changes of dynasty out there has not to-ien a single successful 
revolution, in the ordinary sense of ’the word. There have 

been three great and several small invasions but none of these 

left any serious marks uoon the country cither in the line of 

• 

inter-mixture of biood or of linguistic modification. They 
serve* Simply to weld the people mote closely together and 
make the commonwealth more homogeneous thin ever. 

In the second place the power has always- been in the 
hands the men of greatest average-wit, and it has uuiform- 
ly been used to further personal aim The ulirt of any al¬ 
truistic service has been conspicuous**' lfcpkiug. though there 
have been brilliant exceptions. The ^yuefept of individuality 
or personality is strangely lacking ij* htf Turaui n ‘ peoples 
aud this it is which has kept theta sn fpt in. the rear o! ne 
Jndo European peoples in the matter of tiviiination *Piie es¬ 
sential feature of Uue progress, namely the rscoguicioii of 
the present time as on the whole the best tiiye, the. present 
institutions as being the best institution, the present op¬ 
portunities as being the best opportunities, the present peo¬ 
ple as being the best people that history has to show—this 
feature is sadly lacking in the Far Kast. Japan has grafted 
this into her life and it already bears fruit, but Korea standi 

with Chi as vet. 

* 

Individual people cannot be snre ot getting their just 
deserts in this life whether they be good or evil, but this -»s 
hardly true of nations. They generally get about what they 
have deserved. If men lived as long as empires they tv>o 
might be served the same. Il is pour philosophy to aiouru 
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!:;• e n«*cf a decadent empire or of a moribund civiiixation. 
rbrv have ser\t*d ;by:r puroosc and are ready to pass away. 
’'rxTi their ruins there are sure to STise edifices that are 
•vt.r’-hisT ot habitation than were those of the past. In Korea 
the old is passing away, is crumbling about otir ears. The 

w>tie is bursting the old bottles. The question for the 
‘”’V.re tOiansvrer is whether the Korean people will allow 
t-eir ship of state to drift upon the Sargasso Sea until the 
'.vefrd “rising stroke ou strake” shall make ber utterly 
iirelfct. or whe'aer they will awake from their lethargy.clear 
■i'vnv the barnacles and iant the helm down hard a-port until 
the wind fills the sail* aod she can forge ahead toward some 
desired haven. 

It is rot the province of the historian to play the pn>- 
rhe: nor shall we '.ry to forecast what the future may bring 
iotlh. but it is permissible to express the hope that Korea 
will make herself increasingly worthy of a continued and 
distinguished history. 


rut END. 


UigtL’MLv GOOglC 


ung nai rron 

THE OHIO STATE IfvP/ERSITi 




IflCte toi T$QA 


A ^nint of ethics : 

Aj'ati, The 63 . 2 ^ 

Alliance, The Korea-Japanese ;j 
Battle of Chemulpo 
.. of Kang-gye 
Book on Korea. A new 
Book, od Japan. New 
Bridge, The to.oooye&r 

Bu'ninx of the l'alciu. The 
Cemetery The foreign 
Chemulpo, The Battle of 
Code Penal He )a Coree 
Condition of Korea 161 . 

Corea, the IJernlit Nation 
Corea and Cpreani 
CrenmnTy. I;aorent 
Decadent Korea 
Dowager, The iate Queen 
Editorials 23 , 70 . 16 S, 2 to, 306 . 

402 , 456 . 508 . 

Educational needs of Korea 

443 . 4 S 1 , 

Fifteen years among the top- 
knots 

Folk-tale* 20 , 21,2 , 259 , 298 , 
Foreign cemetery, The 
Fortune-teller's dilemma, A 
Fusion of Korean Society 
Gale. D. D.. Rev. J S. 

Ghost of a Ghost. The 
11 a-Ju, Note on 
Hamilton. Angus 
History of Korea 35 . 8 r, 129 , 

22 5 . 2 73 . 3 *«. . 369 - 417 . 465 - 

56 T 

Hospital. The Severance 
la:;er:<il resident*. The 
Itidoi-tr-.iil projects it Korea, 
Japanese 
Krrer decade Dt 
Kotp.’, Northeast 
Hire,', owe* Japan. tVhat 
K-xsun history (see History) 
Kurean neutrality 
Korean society, Fusion of 


53 

ZJ 4 

TOQ 

5<>5 

3<>S 

‘ 3 ? 

453 

53 

357 

‘99 

;t >2 

5 W 

3S7 

75 

6 

360 

549 

553 

215 

49 V 

453 

ji 

33“ 

170 

499 

207 

109 

177 

513 

494 

202 

75 

393 

350 

7c* 

337 


Kfreean relations with Japan y 

flkfcafes uj-jjfciiicljur*. 445 

Cadioaf dayi. 40 < 

»»•*}“**“ Do'fMcr, The 
t'c on the left jiQp 
I'lap" making u\ 

Teimi-et teurn 79 S 

kew**ililf?Ko*riMf 7* 

N tAis'i -tin K«rya 100 

.'C«Tcalcnoav 2 4 e 77 . 1 ‘ 

m 


*■> 259 i 


N>r8fcU»TEj.* 

KuieVm Hu-'jti 
-■>«!' n*d 

relic in Korea 
•’aladc'hOrtidH, The 
^epa.cad^Korer 
.Portlt of dtoics, A 
c>"&* Bowager, T^f 
coBstriictfo* 

‘Jiefomi i-pcjlfcc 
Relations with.japan, Ru*e 

S eJic in Korea; Tlfc 
etrospeor offlaoj 
Retrospect 0^1904 
Reviews 1 . 9 , 2 : 5 . itaAs*? 9 * 4 , 
Kosscui. Carlo 
Rcs-ran* hum Vidpe 
rush u; \c j« 

R■!*••■ -Japanese war 49, 


.‘ 5 «y 

M 


*■'< ’ , 

Russian* :p .\o: r-. ~ • ■ 

Severance Kn‘ 7 - 
So:cvr\ c.v;>">.cii 
Spilling reform 15 446, 

Straight official. .1 
Stripling, a. F. 
feu iho-.i-iauc ‘ tut 
Ondcrwood. -Mr* G.-t review 


*>7 
y >5 
255 

a* 

357 

ll 

f. 

■#40 
9 
-'55 

'3 

'20 

% * 

5°5 
504 

214 

3 i 3 
• 45 - >V.T 

4 .\S 
494 
22 

539 
259 
itte 

y -5 


\>tf^ftard. The 

'i'-ar-anecdotes 


Waste !. 
Khsl K 
fror ■ a n 


r.'is. 
• .-: v 
• r;t• •. 


."be 

j-^frup 
env The 




2 J 5 
170 
21 1 
544 

ss» 


Google 


Orig nal fre ti 

THE OHIO STATE LMVERSITf 



V 



mkirij- GOO^lC 


•D*ig r: I from 

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY 


DicitizeO bv 


Google 


CViyir >\ lion 

ti r oi ic r.TAir university 




-:d V, (jOC *glC 


origin* rr&r. 

THE Oh 0 STATE UNIVERSITY 













































U yitized tv GOOglC 


•Zngino tun 

THE OHIO STATE INIVERSITt 




